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3 MARRIAGE PROJKCT ST<\fiTKI> fntWK r, 

parties concenied in it; luid w, in fi«1. » <)r*tr«li? nuimm-m 
in the History of that poor (Vnturv, m wriltrn hilhrrto. 
Nuisance deraanciiug urgejutly to ia; ; »«-ir limt w»i!| 

possible at present. Which, alas, it to any ^tvat 

degree; there being an iuiptirtant young l•VitH:{ric^l jnrstra ably 
wrapt up in it, to whom it wsw of such vital t*r fsvtaj 

importance! Without a Frinirich, the nirair cuohS la? 
reduced to something like its real siw, ami ivcimi»!«j h« a fnw 
pages; or might even, with (uivniihigc, l» forgultcM •’* ,, 

and become zero. More gigantic iiistaniT of nnn h ado alamt 
nothing has seldom occnrnsl in imman aniwl* ; ti»(i owt 
there been a Frievirich in the heart of it. 

Crown-Prince Friedrich is still very yonitg for j ^ i , 
speculations on his score: hut Matttntft haa thought f*aal to 
take matters in time. Anti so wtf shall, in tin? iical rnming 
parts of this poor History, liavc to hear ah«o»t m inwrh aknit 
Mauiage as in the foolish^tt ‘"njna**vohjine Novel, mid 
to still less purpose. For intJeed, in that )wtrticMlar, Friwlrkh’* 
young Life may be calltxi a JimmiHe , 

Marriage being the one event Uierc, mumt winch all 
turn,-— but turn in the inverse or wtstm way {m if Uw tlwvii 
were in them); not only towanla no Iwppy goal tm Urn m 

vJr,r\ \ ‘ ^ alTaif gniwj— ami y m 

jetmded m thorn mcxtnmhk*, tlatdcm, chwilic Itoob. Ww 

of murky Nothingness put on boil; not ^ ^ 

all’the foi?. ^of wWrtiiHf *<«amUtor. ^ 

au toe tour,— -of immense extent too. Whkh mutt Iw 


Q^m SopM, Dorothc hm takm 7^ 

Qu^^SoSit^irotkl^ ***1*^**^ ****** ******^ 

n Jioptne Horothee, ever since the hirlJ, of Im WlIW. 
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niiim, hiw hml th«» iiatinH «f iti and, on h»*r first visit after* 
wanis to ILiiuat 1, it to * IViowss Oowtt 

t 'aniline of Koginml who wa* to Iw, atni who in dun «>ur i- 
wa»:~an nm'llnnl h. t tiiiipH .hed llrandenburg Ait>t|tiu'lt lady, 
fiuniliar fnnn of old in the l*miMiian i'oiirt : ‘ Yon, faroline, 
fcutein dwir, have a little I’rimt*, hVibs, or let «* rail liini 


anti the two chief frotcutant IltniiHM, and N-d 


and ndftaht!, tinav i rauitr a lutlo fellow :™~to which 
Mtiilmoiit* aigtdfitm iliat she nwfmiitifid wiUt the 

duo uiidih-idy- ijidilfi'K'tJi-i*, hut not in an ofl'ensivc titauiier. 

After ntir lYtumiaii FritJt* birth, tlie matter took a itill 
doner form : ♦ You dear l*rinc«w t'andine, you tiaee now two 
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, 5 1 s 1 : 

Queen Sophie jDorolhw; of Pressiu al»avi 

enough for treaty, wul coiU‘Iii.sio»i fo her Miia utr. Tnir !«i 
it, she, as needle to the pole in a!! wndfui*'; ‘.mui ttiu. <i jn 
the wildest weather, poor huiy. Nor tiiil f la- Hatuai t 
Highnesses, at any time, draw hark or falft-r : hta h.uni;' 
very soon got wafted across to Eii;:!,uui, inftt m-n w,,U' , ,>iu 
plex conditions, and wider ausirties in tluit n. « t inuiin, 
they were not so impressively eager as Qm-eu 
this interesting point. Kleeln'ss Hi>p!iie. Juduomi (, 
Grandmother, was not now there: Kierijrss .siupliji- Ii4ij 
about a month before Queen Anne; aj-el m-wr 
English Canaan, much as .she had loiigisl fur n. 
her son, a taciturn, rather .splenetir eldmlv th ihl, (nan, u 
foreign in England, and oftenest rather stiikv th. j.- .»!i 
where, was not in a humour to Iw forward in th u poGn n! u 
basiness. 

^ George I. had got into .piarrei with hiv Pnmr ,.f 
Fred’s Father, — him who is one <lav f*. t.r (h..,,;, n . 
a rather foolish little Prince, tlnajg!, h.v r,,,.,;,,..- 

Wisdom’s self in a manner : tJemge i, hmi ufh. r mu. 1, 
urgent cares than that of manuiip hjs .ii'H,J«-,lu!.! i..,.!.,), 
little Prince of Wales’s (dlkprin;,; ; and fir id»av» 
difficulties, Acts of P«rliam.‘nt, that would f«- ,p, 

like, whenever Sophie Dorothn- came to unt hm. a! JlaiiMK-r 
and urge this matter, '[’lie taeiturn. imiitu nhit. lv th.-uehif.,:* 

rather sulky old Gcutlenmu, he hud wmghti !n»,i..nv 1,:,.,: 

ri™ Tiw «“ned, in iimin w.i,,. «,„j t,„.i 

life, Electoral and even Royal, a dir.-ptiii- . . . , 

better than a more or li»H extensive •jV.^t of Jv/i. ' nUf r '. 
no real meat or drink left i» it t,, the hungry 
Wife sitting half-frantic in the Castl,* „f 
more and more into a gn,v.hiurwi M, 
bophie Dorotliee under seven seals of m t 
little, and even the Prince of Wales j* ■ ; . . , ,,, 

to correspond); a foolish disola-dient Prio.r .f W 

Jacobite Pretender people with their Mnr RG,,] 


i !l 

1 , 

*4 GAG. 

Air 



II 

I illl 

1 * i> Kl f J 

' r 

i 1 





ii”r 

ii 

.'Ulri 

|rl* 





5 


CH.i.l noriiu; MAIlltlA<;K IS OKCiDKl) ON 

liirir AlbrriJiii niiiihiitHtutiiH ; nn PHiiiiuiiriii jiinuliiig 

finil tiriiiilitig Vt vrrv in n inv^li^rv 

ti* iis^ ittilitiiij,^ ifiil U'liIjHili* in l.-iMn In !ir4j* m liirfHigfi 
tl : frilly li in tint ji i!«*H^rn nir Kiirih liiiirli $m 

Siijiliin iii»l }irr fnali4* fiivnitritn, inir 
IVtiirn i»f mn^hi Inriji fur it! Atnt I hr !!i«iitvrr 'fiill* 

iJir Iiiitirlli*n$?4» Iliii'mtnrfH, fjihrirrH* i*\rii t!ir llliirkfiiiiimr 
I*iirlrn4* ' thry iirr lint hriiulifnl ritlirr* In li 
i*f mniir nnisr* if l$i* r-simt iiliimt tlirir nr ihriii, 

V'tinirinn^i jilniifirmim, nil nf thinn ; likr hiiig fiiiiigry* 

gill, iiilti II rirli iiiiii«r iwn iw iiiiiu^trri nr ti tiirw iinii'.: 

giiitiry niir, * Mmlirh mlrl W-JjMitr in ih^ 

lilt lit ill ritrr llnyiil priwiiris ti» nitn nf ttnw nfllrliil 
j-jlniofo'Voii" n, * Vnu trll ttti inijnitlrnt Itr!*-' iit wliirli 

wi? ntily Itiiigiiiti.^ 

lti» llriiiinihr !l>tnir“»4.y tiy tin mmm ^ 1 * 11 ^% Imil iml 

lii!i »iltiiilinti tiwii iiiriintlily nhsnnt, In !ii» yiniiig tiirir iir 
hittt wpfnni rmliinhly rinnigli iignin?i| Ihr ; Iwirr rniii' 

iiiiiinfnit iJir Itrirh^’" Army in Ihr Miirltinrnngh Wnr?** iiinl dill 
nl iriitify tii^i imlignitltnii nl thr innftk'irnt 'iifiitr nf it, 

ili,» hnitigii mm* rint iiimhirr llitiii tinier 

«if nllirr», Hrriiirti niiti ^'rriliii hr iiiiii tmnghi n tiitrgtilii ; 
m%4 it wiin iintiiriii t.n |irnliTl llirin i*y ^nrli iwniiri*t« lir 
li.iitl, l‘h*glt»h nr ulhrr, 'ritrii fhrn^ wm tlir 
ut Ifir lh*rlrii*lrr, hh.,- Imgr tivrr CVriitiinn likt titf 

ill liii/y wrnltirr ; ■■■ iig'niiiBt wlii'iiii htiw |irfr^ 
Iri't r%rr|»| liy r/iinitnuuling fur llir t{iii»i*r iil I^tr’i’hiitu 

Ity iiilii l"■vrr)' liriifihln flinl ri»M% nnii iiiring tlir |iiirltra 

wilii liifiriry In figlil it nnl wrll ? It I hr r»liihli»tirtf 
iiintliniJ ill liint niiiltrr; tnrltnnl iinl nf CSrnrgrV 
titir iliit il rmm^ liriirgr, An In ilninr^tir l*niitirfi, rxrrjil 
it wniit III i|iiiri> iiinl nut winil tin* g<«|a Iiii4 jn'**'. 

till© fi«» mil fiiiii tlnit II© tiiicl miy," 'II 1 © tntf© |#iliiiitf wciiilil 
Wff Wii iinw ii'ithiwpil tiiin tn t'tnf..4.nnt ; liiitu fnr 
uutiflVioii! fy gtMmi, ttiiiifl iinvifr l» If tlir trntli iiitmt 


6 MARRIAGE PROJECT STARTED [bookv. 

[1723-1726 

be told, the sage Leibnitz had a wisdom which now looks 
dreadfully like that of a wiseacre ! In' Mathematics even, — 
he did invent the Differential Calculus, but it is certain also 
he never could believe in Newton’s System of the Universe, 
nor would read the Pt^TicipicL at all. For the rest, he was in 
quarrel about Ne^vton with the Royal Society here ; ill seen, 
it is probable, by this sage and the other. To the Hanover 
Official Gentlemen devouring their English dead-horse, it 
did not appear that his presence could be useful in these 
parts.^ 

Nor are the Hanover womankind his Majesty has about 
him, quasi-wives or not, of a soul-entrancing character ; far 
indeed from that. Two in chief there are, a fat and a lean ; 
the lean, called ‘Maypole’ by the English populace, is 
‘ Duchess of Kendal,’ with excellent pension, in the English 
Peerages ; Schulcnburg the former German name of her ; 
decidedly a quasi-wife (influential, against her will, in that 
sad Konigsmark Tragedy, at Hanover long since), who is fallen 
thin and old. ‘ Maypole,’ — or bare Hop-pole, with the leaves 
all stript ; lean, long, hard ; — though she once had her 
summer verdures too ; and still, as an old quasi-wife, or were 
it only as an old article of furniture, has her worth to the 
royal mind. Schulenburgs, kindred of hers, are high in the 
military line ; some of whom we may meet. 

Then, besides this lean one, there is a fat; of whom 
Walpole (Horace, who had seen her in boyhood) gives descrip- 
tion. Big staring black eyes, with rim of circular eyebrow, 
like a coachwheel round its nave, very black the eyebrows 
also ; vast red face ; cheeks running into neck, neck blending 
indistinguishably with stomach, — a mere cataract of fluid 
tallow, skinned over and curiously dizened, according to 
Walpole’s portraiture. This charming creature, Kielmann- 
segge by German name, was called ‘ Countess of Darlington ’ 
in this country, — with excellent pension, as was natural. 

^ Guhrauer, Gottfried Freiherr von Leibnitz^ eine Biograpkie (Breslau, 1842) j 
Kef of Kersland, Memoirs of Secret Transactions (London, 1727), 
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They all had pensions • even Queen Sophie Dorothee, I have 
noticed in our State-Paper Office, has her small pension, ‘800Z. 
a year on the Irish Establishment ’ : Irish Establishment will 
never miss such a pittance for our poor Child, and it may be 
useful over yonder ! — ^This Kielmannsegge Countess of Dar- 
lington was, and is, believed by the gossiping English to have 
been a second simultaneous Mistress of his Majesty’s; but 
seems, after all, to have been his half-Sister and nothing 
more. Half-Sister (due to Gentleman Ernst and a Countess 
Platen of bad Hanover fame); grown dreadfully fat; but 
not without shrewdness, perhaps affection; and worth some- 
thing in this dull foreign country, mere cataract of animal 
oils as she has become. These Two are the amount of his 
Britannic Majesty’s resources in that matter; resources surely 
not extensive, after all ! — 

His Britannic Majesty’s day, in St. James’s, is not of an 
interesting sort to him ; and every evening he comes precisely 
at a certain hour to drink beer, seasoned with a little tobacco, 
and the company of these two women. Drinks diligently in a 
sipping way, says Horace ; and smokes, with such dull speech 
as there may be, — ^not till he is drunk, but only perceptibly 
drunkish ; raised into a kind of cloudy narcotic Olympus, and 
opaquely superior to the ills of life ; in which state he walks 
uncomplainingly to bed. Government, when it can by any 
art be avoided, he rarely meddles with ; shows a nigged 
sagacity, where he does and must meddle : consigns it to 
Walpole in dbg-latin, — laughs at his ^ Tnenf iris . This is the 
First George ; first triumph of the Constitutional Principle, 
which has since gone to such sublime heights among us, — 
keights which we at last begin to suspect might be depths, 
leading down, all men now ask : Whitherwards ? A much- 
admired invention in its time, that of letting-go the rudder, 
or setting a wooden figure expensively dressed to take charge 
of it, and discerning that the ship would sail of itself so much 
more easily 1 Which it will, if a peculiarly good sea-boat, in 
certain kinds of sea, — for a time. Till the Sinbad ^ Magnetic 
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' * ' ^ 

Moimtains’ begin to be felt pulling, nr tlir I'iirlr-'i «*f i hTfjii 

get you in their sweep; aiul tbeit W'hftf mt \t ' 

— This, we say, is the new Sov^'rrign Hbnni ihr' } j.,,-;;!';!! 
People, being in souie perptexily nbnut: thr iiuii 

points, have cailechin from Harmvtr, ti'» W'lilk Itr'inn- tlinu rn 
the ways of heroism, ami by eomnmm! nml fn 
Heavenwards their affairs ami fhenn Ami linn {iMpr 
will do it? Or perhaps that their iitthm gc? ftirfhrr ni 
their own accord? Always a singular f^R'jpIr * 


Poor George, careless of ifuw tilterifif imtier, 
trouble enough with the men* daily iictnit^ t^irhcirorsn^u ^ ns 
solences, Jacobite plottings. South Si'a , ruid mi.hvn 

to hunt, when he gets over to Hanover, mflier !«* innkr 
Marriage-TreatieB. BesWes, as Wilhrlniinn triln im, ihr% hn^r 
filled him with lies, them? Hanover U 'mnefi and rtum 

saries: ‘Your PrincesH VVilli,-I,iiii,;i h a irf ill t... j«-,, 

crooked in the back and whnt nut.’ my thcv If j},r,r *, i.l 
be a Marriage, double or (tingle, iIm h,- j IVn.Air, ,„u.? 

first be persuaded to conseiitk^ IbtltcuUiK'^ «*imugh Aud 
there is none to help; Erit'drieU Wilh.inj laii.. 
the matter, though he Inw given hi, Ve«, ,„„r 

will. 

But Sophie Dorolhce is diligent nod .irg.-nj. p, »jj 
tumties;~aiKUt length, in 17 U, the .o.,|«,o!u,e „ L,. 
pitious. Domestic Jiicofiilisni, in the 4.«fr of n.d.ui. \Mrr 
bury, has got iWf weillmnislml ; AlRroni a«.| }.„ i... 
Rhemes, years ago they «rc hUmn i„f„ ,„,ur dark nr*, ’ 
Charles xji. is well dead, and of our llrrn.rn m>.i 
question henceforth ; even tlie KniwrV SjwUf,- U a.i 
Spanish Duel, is at rest for the ,m.en!, „od ,1. i ,..,,.: ..r 
Cambrai IS sitting, or trying „i{ it t., 

abroad there IS nothing, not even WmnU Ind, *, 

yet making noise. And on the other h«i,,i, , „ 

rumoured (not without foun.hdh.u) to itoumg ...-.t^ard 

* Mhiniit ift Hamft). 
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with some huge armament ; which, whether ^ intended for 
Sweden ’’ or not, renders a Prussian alliance doubly valuable. 

And so now at last, in this favourable aspect of the stars, 
King Greorge, over at Herrenhausen, was by much manage- 
ment of his Daughter Sophie’s, and after many hitches, 
brought to the mark. And Friedrich Wilhelm came over 
too ; ostensibly to bring home his Queen, but in reality to 
hear his Father-in-law’s compliance to the Double-Marriage, 
— for which his Prussian Majesty is willing enough, if 
others are willing. Praised be Heaven, King George has 
agreed to everything ; consents, one propitious day (Autumn 
1723, day not otherwise dated), — Czar Peter’s Armament, 
and the questionable aspects in France, perhaps quickening 
his volitions a little. Upon which Friedrich Wilhelm and 
Queen Sophie have returned home, content in that matter; 
and expect shortly his Britannic Majesty’s counter-visit, to 
perfect the details, and make a Treaty of it. 

His Britannic Majesty, we say, has in substance agreed to 
everything. And now, in the silence of Nature, the brown 
leaves of October still hanging to the trees in a picturesque 
manner, and Wood’s Halfpence not yet begun to jingle in the 
Drapier’s Letters of Dean Swift, — ^his Britannic Majesty is 
expected at Berlin. At Berlin; properly at Charlottenburg, 
a pleasant rural or suburban Palace (built by his Britannic 
Majesty’s late noble Sister, Sophie Charlotte, ^the Republican 
Queen 5 *^ and named after her, as was once mentioned), a mile 
or two South-west of that City. There they await King 
George’s counter- visit. 

Poor Wilhelmina is in much trepidation about it; and 
imparts her poor little feelings, her anticipations and experi- 
ences, in readable terms : 

^ Thei'e came, in those weeks, one of the Duke of Gloucester s g^entle- 
men to Berlin/— Dw/ce of Gloucester is Fred our intended, not yet Prince 
of Wales, and if the reader should ever hear of a Duke of Edinburgh, that 
too is Fred,-— ^ Duke of Gloucester's gentlemen to Berlin,' says Wilhel- 
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mina: ^tUQmm had Sou'ctM' .m 

well as to me. lie made me a un'y rf-^^r-p-.v ^', " i 

part; I blunhed;, and aiiswemi only by a !• ^4mrAt I a4 

her eye on me, was very au^ry t lad an^^rs-ed ils-e H 
in mere silenec ; and rated me ^harph i>?s^ .4 .?• ;/ r 

it; and ordered mOi under pain of her nei-,,pv 4 l^rTi, f#|i'*if fh*l 
tomorrow. 1 retired, all in t.eiir?*. to my r-.;v,pr-< Hn^ 

Queen and against the f)uke; 1 nooro I %muI 4 t. wiy hkn, 
throw myself at the feet A ml *^0 »e.f, i-Tr:';:.*-; of 1 ^ 1 ^,* 

temper, in extreme eirenm;4amT% are 4 i 4 Tp.-.v., umii 

day, to my Hanover g:e«tlefimn almut hri a hAK'r^, km »fi 

embarraasod manner. Ala^, Inin yef loil tim ''"4 Jnly 

last: tremulous as .aspen leavi‘s; or m ' '/.■ tmPJ»4 In liii# 

of the thinnest human skins; am! have im ei.pernT-^.« if«iv.*ll:i®li IHkm^ 
and adairn 1 -- 

^ Meanwhile,^ continues Wilhrhnmu, |l;e l%;r...: ■.>! |^::..;•.^;..!^5 lltn# tif 

arrival wjia drawiti|j; «i.^h. We repidred, on thr- Cpi I** 

Charlottenlmrg to receive him. I'he heat I *4 n-.-e Iryi «:*4 I 

was in cruel agitatioim. Htti^ Ueiw^re* ftriv ■mwl ikmiid 

Uncle) ^arrived on the hth, about f»«*ven in the 

already sinking over Nature e'«‘r\ Aht-n*. ,%lt 4lto, 

Abundant dunkicH, of course, runh out ^Mth u 

‘‘Tlie King of FruHsia, the Queen and v^ill ih^sr hm ih» 

Court of the Palace, the ** Aftartmeni^** hri!:.^» nu rte ■;.f„4 
soon as he had saluted the King and Qsir-r^u^ I If* Iviffi. 

He embraced me; and turning to llir ls*r, ** f mi# 

daughter is very big of her age ! '* He nave ihr> Q 1,1* jii*4 W 
her into her apart nuuit, ’whilhtu* 4v hdhvis#;! A* m I 

came in, ho took a light from the Uide, filial %m4 l« 

foot. I stood motionlesH m a litatue, ami frf'' 

nnoe. AlUhis went on withimt hi*» o.if.ci'gig -ihr ^*>-44, t*A " .. ■ * ^ 
passed me in review, he addfrva*i.| hmm-H iv. I# 

carcsHcd much, and nunmHl him.Holf lot 4 Pmnf 

little (.n'uudson this, your Majesty ; • any *4 f. xx 
think you? '^I, says, tt iihohuh.a. **]?;■« -i . r 

out^;'-^hopeful U* get away ; hut rmild mi, tf.-. tt 
^Tho Queen imule me a liign to I’mIIpw hpt . |»A.,.,ir4 hii« « 

bouring apaitoent, where ahe hml ilm Kn^*hvh *^4 »# hmg 

Georgo^a Suite succesHively prmmted lo tm, umm ulk 

these gentlemen, uU withdrew; tu** *h. %hm», mi4 mf 

Hig :» Speak English to my Ihmghtcr ; you will 
well, I felt much Im emharras^od, ibr -i ^ . , 

iug up a little courage, .1 entermi luu, .Mmrr.:4r...>T •..• ’ - 



CH. I.] DOUBLE-MARRIAGE IS DECIDED ON 11 

I 3 th Oct, 1723I 

As I spoke their language like my mother-tongue, I got pretty well out of 
the affair, and everybody seemed charmed with me. They made my 
eulogy to the Queen ; told her I had quite the English air, and was 
made to be their Sovereign one day. It was saying a great deal on their 
part : for these English think themselves so much above all other people, 
that they imagine they are pajdng a high compliment when they tell any 
one he has got English manners. 

^ Their King’ (my Grandpapa) ^had got Spanish manners, I should 
say ; he was of an extreme gravity, and hardly spoke a word to anybody. 
He saluted Madam Sonsfeld ’ (my invaluable thrice-dear Governess) 
^ very coldly ; and asked her, If I was always so serious, and if my 
humour was of the melancholy turn.^” Anything but that. Sire,” 
answered the other : but the respect she has for your Majesty prevents 
her from being as sprightly as she commonly is.” He wagged his 
head, and answered nothing. The reception he had given me, and 
this question, of which I heard, gave me such a chill, that I never 
had the courage to speak to him,’ — was merely looked at with a candle 
by Grandpapa. 

^ We were summoned to supper at last, where this grave Sovereign 
still remained dumb. Perhaps he was right, perhaps he was wrong ; but 
I think he followed the proverb, which says, Better hold your tongue 
than speak badly. At the end of the repast he felt indisposed. The 
Queen would have persuaded him to quit table ; they bandied compli- 
ments a good while on the point ; but at last she threw down her napkin, 
and rose. The King of England naturally rose too ; but began to 
stagger ; the King of Prussia ran up to help him, all the company ran 
bustling about him ; but it was to no purpose : he sank on his knees ; 
his peruke falling on one side, and his hat ’ (or at least his head. Madam !) 
*'on the other. They stretched him softly on the floor; where he 
remained a good hour without consciousness. The pains they took with 
him brought back his senses, by degrees, at last. The Queen and the 
King (of Prussia) were in despair all this while. Many have thought 
this attack was a herald of the stroke of apoplexy which came by and 
by,’ — within four years from this date, and carried off his Majesty in a 
very gloomy manner. 

^ They passionately entreated him to retire now,* continues Wilhel- 
mina ; ^ but he would not by any means. He led out the Queen, and 
did the other ceremonies, according to rule ; had a very bad night, as we 
learned underhand ; ’ but persisted stoically nevertheless, being a crowned 
Majesty, and bound to it. He stoically underwent four or three other 
days, of festival, sight-seeing, ^ pleasure ’ so-called ; — among other sights, 
saw little Fritz drilling his Cadets at Berlin ; — and on the fourth day 
(12th October 1723, so thinks Wilhelmina) fairly ^ signed the Treaty of 
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tlae Double-Marriage,' English Townshend and the Prussian Ministry 
having settled all things J 

^ Signed the treaty/ thinks Wilhelmina, ^ all things being 
settled.’ Which is an error on the part of Wilhelmina. 
Settled many or all things were by Townshend and the 
others : but before signing, there was Parliament to be 
apprised, there were formalities, expenditure of time ; be- 
tween the cup and the lip, such things to intervene ; — and 
the sad fact is, the Double-Marriage Treaty never was signed 
at all ! — However, all things being now settled ready for 
signing, his Britannic Majesty, next morning, set off for the 
Gbhrde again, to try if there were any hunting possible. 

This authentic glimpse, one of the few that are attainable, 
of their first Constitutional King, let English readers make 
the most of. The act done proved dreadfully momentous to 
our little Eriend, his Grandson ; and will much concern us ! 

Thus, at any rate, was the Treaty of the Double-Marriage 
settled, to the point of signing, — ^thought to be as good as 
signed. It was at the time when Czar Peter was making 
armaments to burn Sweden ; when Wood’s Halfpence (on be- 
half of her Improper Grace of Kendal, the lean Quasi- Wife, 

‘ Maypole ’ or Hop-pole, who had run short of money, as she 
often did) were about beginning to jingle in Ireland ; ^ when 
Law’s Bubble ‘ System ’ had fallen, well flaccid, into Chaos 
again ; when Dubois the unutterable Cardinal had at length 
died, and d’Orleans the unutterable Regent was unexpectedly 
about to do so, — ^in a most surprising Sodom-and-Gomorrah 
manner.® Not to mention other dull and vile phenomena of 
putrid fermentation, which were transpiring, or sluttishly 

1 WiUielmma, Mimoires de Bareith, i. 83, 87.-In Coxe (.Mmoirs of Sir 
Bohri WalpU, London, 1798), ii, 266, 272, 273, are some faint hints, from 
Townshend, of this Berlin journey. 

* Coxe (i. 216, 217, and suply the dates); Walpole to Townshend, 13th 
October 1723 {ih. ii. 275) : ‘ The Drapier^s Letters^ are of 1724. 

® 2d December 1723: Journal Bistorique du Rhpte de Louis XK 

(Paris, 1847), i. 192, 196: Lacretelle, Histoire de France. sUcU\ etc. 
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bubbling up, in poor benighted rotten Europe here or there ; 
— since these are sufficient to date the Transaction for us ; 
and what does not stick to our Fritz and his affairs it is more 
pleasant to us to forget than to remember, of such an epoch. 

Hereby, for the present, is a great load rolled from Queen 
Sophie Dorothee'^s heart. One, and that the highest, of her 
abstruse negotiations, cherished, laboured in, these fourteen 
years, she has brought to a victorious issue, — has she not ? 
Her poor Mother, once so radiant, now so dim and angry, 
shut in the Castle of Ahlden, do^ not approve this Double- 
Marriage ; not she for her part ; — as indeed evil to all 
Hanoverian interests is now chiefly her good, poor Lady ; and 
she is growing more and more of a Megaera every day. With 
whom Sophie Dorothee has her own diflSculties and abstruse 
practices ; but struggles always to maintain, under sevenfold 
secrecy, some thread of correspondence and pious filial minis- 
tration wherever possible ; that the poor exasperated Mother, 
wretchedest and angriest of women, be not quite cut off 
from the kinship of the living, but that some soft breath 
of pity may cool her burning heart now and then.^ A dark 
tragedy of Sophie’s, this ; the Bluebeard Chamber of her 
mind, into whicb no eye but her own must ever look. 


Princess Atnelia comes into tlie World 

In reference to Queen Sophie, and chronologically if not 
otherwise connected with this Double- Marriage Treaty, I will 
mention one other thing. Her Majesty had been in fluctua- 
ting health, all summer , unaccountable symptoms turmng-up 
in her Majesty’s constitution, languors, qualms, especially a 
tendency to swelling or increase of size, which had puzzled 
and alarmed her Doctors and her. Friedrich Wilhelm, on 
conclusion of the Maxriage-Trmty, had been appointed to 
join his Father-in-law, Britannic George, at the Gohide, m 

1 In Memmrs of Sophia Dorotkea (London, 1845), ii 393» certain 
fractions of this CorresfKmdence, * edited ' in a® amanng mannar. 
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some three- weeks time, and have a bout of hunting. On the 
8th of November, bedtime being come, he kissed his Wilhel- 
mina and the rest, by way of good-bye ; intending to start 
very early on the morrow: — ^long journey (150 miles or so), 
to he done all in one day. In the dead of the night, Queen 
Sophie was seized with dreadful colics, — ^pangs of colic or who 
knows what ; — ^Friedrich Wilhelm is summoned ; rises in the 
highest alarm ; none but the maids and he at hand to help ; 
and the colic^ or whatever it may be, gets more and more 
dreadful. 

Colic ? 0 poor Sophie, it is travail, and no colic ; and a 

clever young Princess is suddenly the result ! None but 
Friedrich Wilhelm and the maid for midwives ; mother and 
infant, nevertheless, doing perfectly well. Friedrich Wilhelm 
did not go on the morrow, but next day ; laughed, ever 
and anon in loud hahas, at the part he had been playing ; 
and was very glad and merry. How the experienced Sophie, 
whose twelfth child this is, came to commit such an oversight 
is unaccountable ; but the fact is certain, and made a merry 
noise in Court circles.^ 

The clever little Princess, now born in this manner, is 
known by name to idle readers. She was christened Amelia ; 
and we shall hear of her in time coming. But there was, as 
the Circulating Libraries still intimate, a certain loud-spoken 
braggart of the histrionic-heroic sort, called Baron Trenck, 
windy, rash, and not without mendacity, who has endeavoured 
to associate her with his own transcendent and not undeserved 
ill-luck ; hinting the poor Princess into a sad fame in that 
way. For which, it would now appear, there was no basis 
whatever ! Most condemnable Trenck ; — ^whom, however, 
Bobespierre guillotined finally, and so settled that account 
and others. 

Of Sophie Dorothee's twelve children, including this Amelia, 
there are now eight living, two boys, six girls; and after 
^ Polluitz, ii. 199 ; Wilhelmina, L 87, 88. 
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Amelia, two others, boys, are successively to come : ten in all, 
who grew to be men and women. Of whom perhaps I had 
better subjoin a List; now that the eldest Boy and Girl are 
about to get settled in life ; and therewith close this Chapter. 

Friedrich Wilhelm! s Ten Children 

Marriage to SopHe Dorothee, 28th November 1706. 

A little Prince, born 23d November 1707, died in six months. Then 
came, 

1®. Fbedebika Sophie Wilhelmina, ultimately Margravine of 
Baireuth, after strange adventures in the marriage-treaty way. Wrote 
her MSmoires there, about 1744. Of whom we shall hear much. Left a 
Daughter, her one child; Daughter badly married, to ^Karl reigning 
Duke of Wurtemberg* (Poet Schiller’s famous Serene Highness there), 
from whom she had to separate, etc., with anger enough, by and by. 

After Wilhelmina in the Family series came a second Prince, who died 
in the eleventh month. Then, 24th January 1712, 

2®. Friedrich. 

After whom (I7l3) a little Princess, who died in few months. And 
then, 

3®. Frederika Louisa, born 28th September 1714; age now about 
nine. Margi'avine of Anspach, 30th May 1729 ; Widow 1757. Her one 
Son, born 1736, was the Lady-Graven* s Anspach. Frederika Louisa died 
4th February 1784. 

4®. Phiuippina Charlotte, born 13th March 1716 ; became Duchess 
of Brunswick (her Husband was Eldest Brother of the ^ Prince Ferdinand ’ 
so famous in England in the Seven-Years War) ; her Son was the Duke 
who invaded France in 1792, and was tragically hurled to ruin in the 
Battle of Jena, 1806. The Mother lived till 1801 ; Widow since 1780. 

After whom, in I7l7, again a little Prince, who died within two years 
(our Fritz then seven, — probably the first time Death ever came before 
him, practically into his little thoughts in this world) : then, 

5®. Sophie Dorotheb Maria, born 25th January 1719 ; Margravine of 
Schwedt, 1734 (eldest Margraf of Schwedt, mentioned above as a comrade 
of the Crown-Prince). Her life not very happy ; she died 1765. Left no 
son (Brother-in-law succeeded, last of the Schwedt Margraves) ' her 
Daughter, wedded to Prince Friedrich Eugen, a Prussian Officer, Cadet 
of Wiirtemberg and ultimately Heir there, is Ancestress of the Wiirtem- 
berg Sovereignties that now are, and also (by one of her daughters 
married to Paul of Eussia) of all the Czar kindred of our time.i 


^ Preuss, iv. 278 ; Erman, Vic de Sophie CharlottCi p. 272. 
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(li'P llftvilig ir'rii*i# 4 | tills Aptil ; W'hI*** I 7 'M , «l Ni'?»*ilM 4 rn^ 

mill iltliy lilfi. Ml*t,lsrr *if lli«» »iiW^|nrs4 , lu*»ir I ff lli# 

^F»ir#T Wlt.lllJiJi, Imm i*lli rr/'/ . tin?? 

IVii^tlrlrli («» lu^h Juu^s ilwi 

liili|f« wliii liivp Ii*llsm04 Up hiuimll 4 .p 4. in 

m wt Jtnm 

ir» AmieI 44# Utrii Pill \»nrtiiWr 17^4, *» 

Wii* 

0*, FlllWiWt^ll lliil¥*iii*ii \Mh iTV/tl. thm 

fmnml l*rlrii"'ii llflirl, i»f wlp»in tmm 

111“, ;^‘y !m!I# 

ilflili'i^f lllifl#f lib ||f««lli«’#* Ifiill »lf »|^iri! %%%4 In 

liimlili ; 'itn* F^iliw »!' lli«4 * l'*ni'w«i i#w»ui.t |’'*si»4»to»n«l/ % I' ‘Hi !'*««» mi 

m$umthlHg ^nmkhmhy^ t»0 «^:s, »« 

lililili t*«|iiiii4lliir# .mill Mmm'hpff, grmMlf U* %h» i4 mftm 

; '»ii4 ni Imiffli sa|iwi? itp fif.vmh, '?»'», 5»i fm«ti.4 tis 
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ril .AfTKIt II 

A iCAiHi:ii urnn%u 

'I'tlKATt of Uoutil*’ .%f.*u;,i*t;r i» riwwit fuf «<«« llw 

nwlful IVrHionciit.stf) % . <‘--.Vi.,y. arc gwiw* llirwjgh; h 

»igin#l, t}ltf«5*» Wi‘!;. *:'i>..:t, f. ill# 4l«la»w:» 

i!M|i iir«d lij» to stiKnuii;, nr »*-rn lu j4Mji ami j^nion^ 

up th« tliwwfhl of iigning, l«»» far aw w» %'*»t froio llwl * 
ImperiaJ lu- fnuiiij./ ,. atwl tin# of iu*iit 

f*al«iu}t* *iil roumsct tl*fiiM#ivo» with lli»t ; atui •ri»4 il 

wttiKleriidg wkli f'..s.’,;..'!t, in (wkIi « juiiub of 

, I )<■.»>■!!> tl*-., . ■■• '■ : «i«mt!s>lk aii4 Iwiwigii, »» 

the wiume of tnae-lw# iwnfitp *-!!t,-,o>^4ri! in iwfttre. 

The whob «f which cxtewirn I’aWnct ■■;■■ ■. ........"S, ^.. 

stjuaw iniliMi of j»|wr at Ihi* ^...' ; s,v,,..tihc'*-M. 

• ikm. 1. p. Ij I li. i|.l, |#"| 
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n!'lrr twt )*«»** <*f (‘tKiwl i» ithw»lute /.♦•ro, were of no 

worth fvi'jt ti» lh«* itiHiutgoni of l!wj«« ; arntl aits of 1« than 
immr to any mortal onw or henroforth- So that the method 
of tmatiug thtoo tnaannea a pruhlein to History. To pitch 
ttiriM nttrrly «ol of window, wul out of nimnory, never to be 
iiuaitionwl in hnniwi again; this is the manifest 

pr.Muptii:;'' of N’littmu and this, were not our poor Crown- 
IVinw and tme «»r two others invoivwl in them, would be our 
uNMiy and ttui.» j.>\ful wunw. Surely the so-mlled ‘Politics 
of Eurojw * ill that day are a tiling this liditor would other- 
wise, with hi# whole soul, foigot to all eternity ! ‘ Putrid 

fermentation,* emiing, after the endurance of much malodour, 
in were »eni to you and to evisy one, even to the rotting- 
iMatiiw thcmwlviw ther® any wise Editor that would 
connect liiwaelf with tliat ? 'Ilinse are the fields of History 
which aw to la*, mi mmw a* Imnmnly poaiible, mtj^med; 
which only M. s.li: f»]i!K h- , or the End Genius of Mankind, 
ran couteinjdate with jdcionn'. 

I(Bt «• strive to touidi lightly the chief simimits, here and 
there, of tliat iiitricato, iw»t empty, mournful Business, 
. - which waa really onee a Pact in pincUral Europe, not the 
men* ulj'ldui uc of an AHfimey's Dnmnu- and indicate, so 
far as indi-ia-ntiAhtc, how Uk* yining l'Vic<lri(’h, Friedrich’s 
Bister, Father, Mother, were trilmlntvd, almost heartbroken 
Mid don# to tleath, hy mean# of it. 

m the Treaty (if Utrecht 

Kaiser Karl vi,, h«ail of the Holy IlomWi Empire at this 
lime, w«a a hanihwine man to look upon i whc»e life, full of 
c'tjwno*. vWiwitwlB, ftitile labour and ndvcidmv.did not prove 
of muA u« to tti« world. Iferrilmble aa^ a laborious futility 
rather. He wa* swoiid son of that little I#!Oj»old, the solemn 
Httia ll«r in wd >4.H'king'=. who hiwl such tamblM, frights, 
and i-unnstig'^ to and fro ' with th* Uhwative 

eobiwhls, act|«idtlvc l^ia Fourtewiths t and who at lengto 

wt. ti. • 
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ended in a sea of futile labour, which they call the 

Succession War. ^ ^ 

This Karl, second son, had been appointed ‘ King of 
in that futile business; and with much sublimity, th.o'*^^?* 
internally in an impoverished condition, he proceeded toW"^^^ 
Spain, landing in England to get cash for the outfit ; — 
in Spain ; and roved about there as Titular King for 
years, with the fighting Peterboroughs, Galways, Stab-X"^*^^^"* 
bergs ; but did no good there, neither he nor his 
boroughs. At length, his Brother Joseph, Father Leopol^l ^ 
successor, having died,^ Karl came home from Spain to 
Kaiser. At which point, Karl would have been wise to 
up his Titular Ejngship in Spain ; for he never got, nor wwil* 
get, anything but futile labour from hanging to it. He did 
hang to it nevertheless ; and still, at this date of George’s 
and long afterwards, hangs, — ^with notable obstinacy. To 

woe of men and nations : punishment doubtless of his sins 
theirs ! — 

Kaiser Karl shrieked mere amazement and indigna.t:ioii* 
when the English tired of fighting for him and it- 'Whcsxm 
the English said to their great Marlborough : ‘ Enough, y ott 
sorry Marlborough ! You have beaten Louis xiv. to Llxct 
suppleness of washleather, at our bidding ; that is true, 
that may have had its difficulties : but, after all, we prefer* “fco 
have the thing precisely as it would have been without ly 
fighting. You, therefore, what is the good of you ? TfcT oti 

are a — ^person whom we fling out like sweepings, now that OUIIT 
eyesight returns, and accuse of common stealing. Go igti ici 
be — ! ’ — 

Nothing ever had so disgusted and astonished Kaiser 
as this treatment, — ^not of Marlborough, whom he regauj*dci*d 
only as he would have done a pair of military boots or* 
holster-pistol of superior excellence, for the uses that wex*o iin 
him, — ^hut of the Kaiser Karl his own sublime self, the 
and focus of Political Nature ; left in this manner, now 
^ 17th April 17 1 1. 
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r/i,l riiTil 
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till'? liktn Hr inn Ipjit tin? S|mni»li ewwti ; lint «tlli liiikli tiy 
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heJ Indigent bright Caroline, a young ladj^ of fine aquiline 
features and spirit, was applied for to be Queen of Spain ; 
wooer a handsome man, who might even be Kaiser by and 
by. Indigent bright Caroline at once answered, No. She 
was never veiy orthodox in Protestant theology; but could 
not think of taking up Papistry for lucre’s and ambition’s 
sake : be that always remembered on Caroline’s behalf. 

The Spanish Majesty next applied at Brunswick Wolfen- 
biittel ; no lack of Princesses there : Princess Elizabeth, for 
instance ; Protestant she too, but perhaps not so squeamish ? 
Old Anton Ulrich, whom some readers know for the idle Books, 
long-winded Novels chiefly, which he wrote, was the Grand- 
father of this favoured Princess ; a good-natured old gentleman, 
of the idle ornamental species, in whose head most things, it 
is likely, were reduced to vocables, scribble and sentimentality ; 
and only a steady internal gravitation towards praise and 
pudding was traceable as very real in him. Anton Ulrich, 
afironted more or less by the immense advancement of Gentle- 
man Ernst and the Hanoverian or Youti^ct Brunswick Uine, 
was extremely glad of the Imperial ojflPer ; and persuaded his 
timid Granddaughter, ambitious too, but rather conscience- 
stricken, That the change from Protestant to Catholic, the 
essentials being so perfectly identical in both, was a mere trifle ; 
that he himself, old as he was, would readily change along 
with her, so easy was it. Whereupon the young I^dy made 
the big leap ; abjured her religion ; ^—went to Spain as Queen 
(with sad injury to her complexion, but otherwise successfully 
more or less) ; — and sits now as Empress beside her Karl vi. 
in a grand enough, probably rather dull, but not singularly 
unhappy manner. 

She, a Branswick Princess, with Nephews and Nieces who 
may concern us, is Kaiserinn to Kaiser Karl : for aught I know 
of her, a kindly simple Wife, and unexceptionable Sovereign 
Majesty, of the sort wanted ; — ^whom let us remember, if we 
meet her again one day. I add only of this poor Lady, dis- 

^ Forster, 1. 107. 2 j^ay 1707, at Bamberg. 
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tinguished to me by a Daughter she had^ that her mind still 
had some misgivings about the big leap she had made in the 
Protestant-Papist way. Finding Anton Ulrich still continue 
Protestant, she wrote to him out of Spain : — ^ Why, O 
honoured Grandpapa, have you not done as you promised ? 
Ah, there must be a taint of mortal sin in it after all ! ’ 
Upon which the absurdly situated old Gentleman did change 
his religion ; and is marked as a Convert in all manner of 
Genealogies and Histories ; — truly an old literary gentleman 
ducal and serene, restored to the bosom of the Church iri a 
somewhat peculiarly ridiculous manner,^ — But to return. 


Imperial Majesty cmd the Termagamt qf Spain 

Ever after the Peace of Utrecht, when England and Hol- 
land declined to bleed for him farther, especially ever since his 
own Peace of Bastadt made with Louis the year after, Kaiser 
Karl had utterly lost hold of the Crown of Spain ; and had 
not the least chance to clutch that bright substance again. 
But he held by the shadow of it, with a deadly Hapsburg 
tenacity ; refused for twenty years, under all pressures, to part 
with the shadow : ^ The Spanish Hapsburg Branch is dead ; 
whereupon do not I, of the Austrian Branch, sole representative 
of Kaiser Karl the Fifth, claim, by the law of Heaven, what- 
ever he possessed in Spain, by law of ditto? Battles of 
Blenheim, of Malplaquet, Court-intrigues of Mrs. Masham and 
the Duchess : these may bring Treaties of Utrecht, and what 
you are pleased to call laws of Earth; — but a Hapsburg 
Kaiser knows higher laws, if you would do a thousand Utrechts ; 
and by these, Spain is his ! ’ 

Poor Kaiser Karl : he had a high thought in him really, 
though a most misguided one. Titular King of Men ; but 
much bewildered into mere indolent fatuity, inane solemnity, 
high-sniffing pride grounded on nothing at all ; a Kaiser much 
sunk in the sediments of his muddy Epoch. Sure enough, he 
^ Michaelis, i. 13 1. 
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was a proud lofty solemn Kaiser, infinitely the gentleman in 
air and humour ; Spanish gravities, ceremonials, reticences ; — 
and could, in a better scene, have distinguished himself, by 
better than mere statuesque immovability of posture, dignified 
endurance of ennui, and Hapsburg tenacity in holding the 
grip. It was not till 1735, after tussellings and wrenchings 
beyond calculation, that he would consent to quit the Shadow 
of the Crown of Spain ; and let Europe be at peace on that 
score. 

The essence of what is called the European History of this 
Period, such History as a Period sunk dead in spirit, and alive 
only in stomach, can have, turns all on Kaiser Karl, and these 
his clutchings at shadows. Which makes a very sad, sur- 
prising History indeed ; more worthy to be called Phenomena 
of Putrid Fermentation, than Struggles of Human Heroism to 
vindicate itself in this Planet, which latter alone are worthy 
of recording as ^ History ’ by mankind. 

On the throne of Spain, beside Philip v. the melancholic 
new Bourbon, Louis xiv.’s Grandson, sat Elizabeth Farnese, 
a termagant tenacious woman, whose ambitious cupidities were 
not inferior in obstinacy to Kaiser Karl’s, and proved not quite 
so shadowy as his. Elizabeth also wanted several things : 
renunciation of your (Kaiser Karl’s) shadowy claims ; nay of 
simdry real usurpations you and your Treaties have made on 
the actual possessions of Spain, — ^Kingdom of Sicily, for 
instance ; Netherlands, for instance ; Gibraltar, for instance. 
But there is one thing which, we observe, is indispensable 
throughout to Elizabeth Farnese: the future settlement of 
her dear Boy Carlos. Carlos, whom as Spanish Philip’s second 
Wife she had given to Spain and the world, as Second or 
supplementary Infant there, — a troublesome gift to Spain and 
others. 

‘This dear B07, surely he must have his Italian Apanages, 
which you have provided for him : Duchies of Parma and 
Piacenza, which will fall heirless soon. Security for these 
Italian Apanages, such as wiU satisfy a Mother: Let us 
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introduce Spanish garrisons into Parma and Piacenza at once 1 
How else can we be certain of getting those indispensable 
Apanages, when they fall vacant?’ On this point Elizabeth 
Farnese was positive, maternally vehement ; would take no 
subterfuge, denial or delay : ‘ Let me perceive that I shall 
have these Duchies : that, first of all ; or else not that only, 
but numerous other things will be demanded of you ! ’ 

Upon which point the Kaiser too, who loved his Duchies, 
and hoped yet to keep them by some turn of the game, never 
could decide to comply. Whereupon Elizabeth grew more 
and more termagant ; listened to wild counsels ; took up an 
Alberoni, a Ripperda, any wandering diplomatic bull-dog that 
offered ; and let them loose upon the Kaiser and her other gain- 
sayers. To the terror of mankind, lest universal war should 
supervene. She held the Kaiser well at bay, mankind well 
in panic ; and continually there came on all Europe, for about 
twenty years, a terror that war was just about to break out, 
and the whole world to take fire. The History so-called of 
Europe went canting from side to side ; heeling at a huge 
rate, according to the passes and lunges these two giant figures, 
Imperial Majesty and the Termagant of Spain, made at one 
another, — ^for a twenty years or more, till once the duel was 
decided between them. 

There came next to no war, after all ; sputterings of war 
twice over, — 1718, Byng at Messina, as we saw; and then, 
in 1727, a second sputter, as we are to see : — ^but the neigh- 
bours always ran with buckets, and got it quenched. No 
war to speak of ; but such negotiating, diplomatising, uni- 
versal hope, universal fear, and infinite ado about nothing, as 
were seldom heard of before. For except Friedrich Wilhelm 
drilling his 50,000 soldiers (80,000 gradually, and gradually 
even twice that number), I see no Crowned Head in Europe 
that is not, with immeasurable apparatus, simply doing zero. 
Alas, in an age of universal infidelity to Heaven, where the 
Heavenly Sun has there occur strange Spectre-huntings. 
Which is a fact worth laying to heart. — Duel of Twenty 
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Years with Elizabeth Farnese, about the eventualities of Parma 
and Piacenza, and the Shadow of the lost Crown of Spain ; 
this was the first grand Spectrality of ^Kaiser KarFs existence ; 
but this was not the whole of them. 


Imperial Majesty's Pragmatic Sanction 

Kaiser Karl meanwhile was rather short of heirs ; which 
formed another of his real troubles, and involved him in much 
shadow-hunting. His Wife, the Serene Brunswick Empress 
whom we spoke of above, did at length bring him children, 
brought him a boy even ; but the boy died within the year ; 
and, on the whole, there remained nothing but two Daughters; 
Maria Theresa the elder of them, born 1717, — the prettiest 
little maiden in the world ; — ^no son to inherit Kaiser Karl. 
Under which circumstances Kaiser Karl produced now, in the 
Year 1724, a Document which he had executed privately as 
long ago as 171 S, only his Privy Councillors and other Ofiicial 
witnesses knowing of it then ; ^ and solemnly publishes it to 
the world, as a thing all men are to take notice of. All men 
had notice enough of this Imperial bit of Sheepskin, before 
they got done with it, five-and-twenty years hence.^ A very 
famous Pragmatic Sanction; now published for the world's 
comfort ! 

By which Document, Kaiser Karl had formally settled, %nd 
fixed according to the power he has, in the shape of what 
they call a Pragmatic Sanction, or unalterable Ordinance in 
his Imperial House. ‘ That, failing Heirs-male, his Daughters, 
his Eldest Daughter, should succeed him ; failing Daughters, 
his Nieces ; and in short, that Heirs-female ranking from their 
kinship to Kaiser Karl, and not to any prior Kaiser, should 
be as good as Heirs-male of KarFs body would have been.' 
A Pragmatic Sanction is the high name he gives this docu- 
ment, or the Act it represents ; ^ Pragmatic Sanction ’ being, 

^ 19th April 1713 (Stenzel, iii. 522). 

* Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 1748. 
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in the Imperial Chancery and some others, the received title 
for Ordinances of a very irrevocable nature, which a sovereign 
makes, in affairs that llelong wholly to himself, or what he 
reckons his own rights.^ 

This Pragmatic Sanction of Kaiser KarPs, executed 19th 
April 1713, was promulgated, ‘gradually,’ now here now 
there, from 17^0 to 17S4,^ — ^in which later year it became 
universally public; and was transmitted to all Courts and 
Sovereignties, as an unalterable lav7 of Things Imperial. 
Thereby the good man hopes his beautiful little Theresa, now 
seven years old, may succeed him, all as a son would have 
done, in the Austrian States and Dignities; and incalculable 
damages, wars, and chances of war, be prevented, for his 
House and for all the world. 

The world, incredulous of tomorrow, in its lazy way, was 
not sufficiently attentive to this new law of things. Some 
who were personally interested, as the Saxon Sovereignty, and 
the Bavarian, denied that it was just : reminded Kaiser Karl 
that he was not the Noah or Adam of Kaisers ; and that the 
case of Heirs-Female was not quite a new idea on sheepskin. 
No ; there are older Pragmatic Sanctions and settlements, hy 
prior Kaisers of blessed memory; under which, if Daughters 
are to come in, we, descended from Imperial Daughters of 
older standing, shall have a word to say ! — ^To this Kaiser 
Karl answers steadily, with endless argument. That every 
Kaiser is a Patriarch, and First Man, in such matters ; and 
that so it has been pragmatically sanctioned by him, and that 
so it shall and must irrevocably be. To the other Powers, 
and indolent impartial Sovereigns of the world, he was lavish 
in embassies, in ardent representations ; and spared no pains 
in convincing them that tomorrow would surely come, and 

^ A rare kind of Deed, it would seem ; and all the more solemn. In 143S, 
Charles VI. of France, conceding the Gallican Church its Liberties, does it bj 
* Sanction PragmcUtqm * ; Carlos III. of Spain (in 1759, * settling the Kingdom 
of the Two Sicilies on his third son ’) does the Uke, — which is the last instance 
of * Fragmaiic Sanction * in this world. 

* Stenzel, pp. 522, 523. 
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For he wears it in both waistcoat-pockets ; — has (as his 
Portraits still tell us) given up breathing by the nose. The 
bright little soul, with a flash in him as of Heaven’s own 
lightning ; but now growing very old and snufiy. 

Shadow of Pragmatic Sanction, shadow of the Spanish 
Crown, — it was such shadow-huntings of the Kaiser in Vienna, 
it was this of the Pragmatic Sanction most of all, that 
thwarted our Prussian Double-Marriage, which lay so far 
away from it. This it was that pretty nearly broke the 
hearts of Friedrich, Wilhelmina, and their Mother and Father. 
For there never was such negotiating ; not for admittance to 
the Kingdom of Heaven, in the pious times. And the open 
goings-forths of it, still more the secret minings and mole- 
courses of it, were into all places. Above ground and below, 
no Sovereign mortal could say he was safe from it, let him 
agree or not. Friedrich Wilhelm had cheerfully, and with 
all his heart, agreed to the Pragmatic Sanction ; this above 
ground, in sight of the sun ; and rashly fancied he had then 
done with it. Till, to his horror, he found the Imperial 
moles, by way of keeping assurance doubly stire, had been 
under the foundations of his very house for long years past, 
and had all-but brought it down about him in the most 
hideous manner I — 

Third Shadow : Imperial Majesty's Ostevd Company 

Another object which Kaiser Karl pursued with some dili- 
gence in these times, and which likewise proved a shadow, 
much disturbance as it gave mankind, was his ‘ Ostend East- 
India Company.’ The Kaiser had seen impoverished Spain, 
rich England, rich Holland ; he had taken-up a creditable 
notion about commerce and its advantages. He said to him- 
self, Why should not my Netherlands trade to the East, as 
well as these English and Dutch, and grow opulent like them ? 
He instituted (octroy a) an ‘Ostend East-India Company,’ 
under due Patents and Imperial Sheepskins, of date 17th 
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of Westphalia, to Uti-echt, to Barrier 'I'mtly ; mul <i«tlructive 
to the best interests of inankiutl, esjHH'iallj to tis ajul onr 
trade-profits ! We shall have to aiptmts your ships, if you 
ever send any.’ 

To which the Kaiser counterpksulwl, eaniestly, diligently, 
for the space of seven veal’s, — to no ellect. * We will enpiuro 
your ships if you ever send any,’ answertnl the Dutch anti 
English. What ships ever could have lieen seut from Ostend 
to the East, or what ill they could have done theit!, remains a 
mystery, owing to the monopolising Maritime I’owem. 

The Kaiser’s laudable zeal for commeiro hiul to «x{wmi 
itself in his Adriatic Territorie.s, giving privilegt* to the 
Poi-ts of Trieste and Mume;* making roi«l« through Uie 
Dalmatian Hill-Countries, which are u.«;fu! to this day {—Imt 
could not operate on the Netherlands in the way propo .t tl. 
The Kaiser’s Imperial Osteml Eastdndia ('umpaitv, which 
convulsed the Diplomatic mind for seven yeaw to come, 
and made Europe lurch from siile to side In a terrific 
manner, proved a mere paper Comp.nny ; never sent any shs{M, 
only produced DiplouiHcics, ajwl ‘hail the honour to be.' 
This was the third graml Shwlow which the Kaiser chowal, 
shaking all the world, poor crank worhi, as he stnate after it ; 
and this also ended in zero, and several tons of diptomatic 
correspondence, carried once by breathlena «taffell«, ant! now 
silent, gravitating towards Acheron all of them, and hitt r*- -1 lug 
to the spiders only. 

Poor good Kaiser: they say he was a hutnano stately 
gentleman, stately though shortish ; fond of p;irih*ii5i>g crimi- 
nals where he could ; very polite to Mumtori and the Anti- 
quaries, even to English Eymer, in opening his Archlvw 

^ Buchbolz, i. 88 j Ffeflfel, A fMiMm 

(Paris, 1776), ii. 52a. 

^ Hormayr, (EskmuMschir Fi$Uw€hp t* lOlt 
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to them, — and made roads in the Dalmatian Hill-Country, 
which remain to this day. I do not wonder he grew more 
and more saturnine, and addicted to solid taciturn field- 
sports. His Political ‘ Perforce-Hunt with 

so many two-footed terriers, and legationary beagles, distress- 
ing all the world by their baying and their burrowing, had 
proved to be of Shadows ; and melted into thin air, to a 
very singular degree ! 


CHAPTER III 

THE SEVEN CEISES OR EUROPEAN TRAVAIL-THROES 

In process of this so terrific Duel with Elizabeth Famese, 
and general combat of the Shadows, which then made Europe 
quake, at every new lunge and pass of it, and which now 
makes Europe yawn to hear the least mention of it, there 
came two sputterings of actual War. Byng’s sea-victory at 
Messina, 1718; Spanish ^ Siege of Gibraltar,’ 1727, are the 
main phenomena of these two Wars, — ^England, as its wont 
is, taking a shot at both, though it hats now forgotten both. 
And, on the whole, there came, so far as I can count, Seven 
grand diplomatic Spasms or Crises, — desperate general Euro- 
pean Treatyings hither and then thither, solemn Congresses 
two of them, with endless supplementary adhesions by the 
minor powers. Seven grand mother-treaties, not to mention 
the daughters, or supplementary adhesions they had ; all 
Europe rising spasmodically seven times, and doing its very 
uttermost to quell this terrible incubus ; all Europe changing 
colour seven times, like a lobster boiling, for twenty years. 
Seven diplomatic Crises, we say, marked changings of colour 
in the long-suffering lobster ; and two so-called Wars, — 
before this enormous zero could be settled. Which high 
Treaties and Transactions, humaa nature, after much study 
of them, grudges to enumerate. Apanage for Baby C^los, 
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ghost of a Pragmatic Sanction ; these were a pair of causes 
for mankind ! Be no word spoken of them, except with 
regret and on evident compulsion. 

For the reader’s convenience we must note the salient 
points ; but grudge to do it. Salient points, now mostly 
wrapt in Orcus, and terrestrially intei’esting only to the 
spiders, — except on an occasion of this kind, when part of 
them happens to stick to the history of a memorable man. 
To us they are mere bubblings-up of the general putrid 
fermentation of the then Political World; and are too un- 
lovely to be dwelt on longer than indispensable. Triple 
Alliance, Quadruple Alliance, Congress of Cambrai, Congress 
of Soissons ; Conference of Pardo, Treaty of Hanover, Treaty 
of Wusterhausen, what are they ? Echo answers. What ? 
Ripperda and the Queen of Spain, Kaiser Karl and his Prag- 
matic Sanction, are fallen dim to every mind. The Troubles 
of Thom (sad enough Papist-Protestant tragedy in their 
time), — who now cares to know of them ? It is much if we 
find a hearing for the poor Salzburg Emigrants when they 
get into Preussen itself. Afflicted human nature ought to 
be, at last, delivered from the palpably superfluous ; and if 
a few things memorable are to be remembered, millions of 
things unmemorable must first be honestly buried and for- 
gotten ! But to our aflair, — ^that of marking the chief 
bubblings-up in the above-said Universal Putrid Fermenta- 
tion, so far as they concern us. 


Congress of Cambrai 

We already saw Byng sea-fighting in the Straits of Mes- 
sina ; that was part of Crisis Second, — sequel, in powder-and- 
ball, of Crisis First, which had been in paper till then. The 
Powers had interfered, by Triple, by Quadruple Alliance, to 
quench the Spanish- Austrian Duel (about Apanage for Baby 
Carlos, and a quantity of other Shadows) : ‘ Triple Alliance ’ ^ 
^ 4 th January lyiX 
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Congress of Cambrai met accordingly; in 1723, — ‘in the 
course of the year,’ Delegates slowly raining in, — date not 
fixable to a day or month. Congress was ‘ sat,’ as we said, 
— or, alas, was only still endeavouring to get seated, and 
wandering about among the chairs, — when George i. came to 
Charlottenburg that evening, October 1723, and surveyed 
Wilhelmina with a candle. More inane Congress never met 
in this world, nor will meet. Settlement proved so difficult ; 
all the more, as neither of the quarreling parties wished it. 
Kaiser and Termagant, fallen as if exhausted, had not the 
least disposition to agree ; lay diplomatically gnashing their 
teeth at one another, ready to fight again should strength 
return. Difficult for third parties to settle on behalf of such 
a pair. Nay at length the Kaiser’s Ostend Company came to 
light : what will third parties, Dutch and English especially, 
make of that ^ 

This poor Congress, — let the reader fancy it, — spent two 
years in ‘ arguments about precedencies,’ in mere beatings of 
the air ; could not get seated at all, but wandered among the 
chairs, till ‘February 1724<.’ Nor did it manage to accom- 
plish any work whatever, even then ; the most inane of 
Human Congresses : and memorable on that account, if on 
no other. There, in old stagnant Cambrai, through the third 
year and into the fourth, were Delegates, Spanish, Austrian, 
English, Dutch, French, of solemn outfit, with a big tail to 
each, — ‘Lord Whitworth,’ whom I do not know, ‘Lord 
Polwarth’ (Earl of Marchmont that will be, a friend of 
Pope’s), were the English Principals : ^ — there, for about four 
years, were these poor fellow-creatures busied, baling-out 
water with sieves. Seen through the Horn-Gate of Dreams, 
the figure of them rises almost grand on the mind. 

A certain bright young Frenchman, Franyois Arouet, — 
spoiled for a solid law-career, but whose CEdipe we saw 
triumphing in the Theatres, and who will, under the new 
name of Voltaire^ become very memorable to us, — ^happened 
’ Scholl, ii. 197. 
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to be running towards Holland that way, one of his many 
journeys thitherward ; and actually saw this Congress, then 
in the first year of its existence. Saw it, probably dined with 
it. A Letter of his still extant, not yet fallen to the spiders, 
as so much else has done, testifies to this fact. Let us read 
part of it, the less despicable part, — as a Piece supremely 
insignificant, yet now in a manner the one surviving Docu- 
ment of this extraordinary Congress; Congress’s own works 
and history having all otherwise fallen to the spiders forever. 
The Letter is addressed to Cardinal Dubois ; — for Dubois, 
‘ with the face like a goat,’ ^ yet lived (first year of this Con- 
gress) ; and Regent d’Orl^ans lived, intensely interested here 
as third party : — and a goatfaced Cardinal, once pimp and 
lackey, ugliest of created souls. Archbishop of this same 
Cambrai ^by Divine permission’ and favour of Beelzebub, 
was capable of promoting a young fellow if he chose : 

^ To his JEminence Cardinal Dubois (from Arouet Junior) 

‘ Cambrai, July 1722. 

r * * * We are just arrived in your City, Monseigneur ; where, I 
think, all the Ambassadors and all the Cooks in Europe have given one 
another rendezvous. It seems as if all the Ministers of Germany had 
assembled here for the purpose of getting their Emperor’s health drunk. 
As to Messieurs the Ambassadors of Spain, one of them hears tvro masses 
a day, and the other manages the troop of players. The English 
Ministers ’ (a Lord Folwarth and a Lord Whitworth) ^ send many couriers 
to Champagne, and few to London. For the rest, nobody expects your 
Eminence here ; it is not thought you will quit the Palais-Royal to visit 
the sheep of your flock in these parts,’ — no ! — ^ It would be too bad for 
your Eminence and for us all. * * Think sometimes. Monseigneur, 
of a man who ’ — regards your goatfaced Eminence as a beautiful ingenious 
creature; and such a hand in conversation as never was. ^The one 
thing I will ask * of your goatfaced Eminence ‘ at Paris will be, to have 
the goodness to talk to me.’ 2 * * * 

Alas, alas ! — The more despicable portions of this Letter 
we omit, as they are not history of the Congress, but of 

^ Herzogin von Orleans, Briefs. 

® CEuvres de Voltaire^ 97 vols. (Paris, 1825-1834), Ixviii. 95, 96. 

VOL. 11. 
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ness there. Even Friedrich Wilhelm, ostensibly intent on 
hunting, was come over thither, his abstruse Ilgens, with their 
inkhorns, escorting him : Friedrich Wilhelm, hunting in un- 
expected sort, was persuaded to sign this Treaty; which 
makes it unusually interesting to us. An exceptional pro- 
cedure on the part of Friedrich Wilhelm, who beyond all 
Sovereigns stays well at home, careless of afiFairs that are not 
his ; — ^procedure betokening cordiality at Hanover ; and of 
good omen for the Double-Marriage ? 

Yes, surely ; — and yet something more, on Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s part. His rights on the Cleve-Jiilich Countries ; 
reversion of Jiilich and Berg, once Karl Philip shall decease : 
— ^perhaps these high Powers, for a consideration, will 
guarantee one’s undoubted rights there ? It is understood 
they gave promises of this kind, not too specific. Nay we 
hear farther a curious thing : ^ France and England, looking 
for immediate war with the Kaiser, advised Friedrich Wilhelm 
to assert his rights on Silesia.’ Which would have been an 
important procedure ! Friedrich Wilhelm, it is added, had 
actual thoughts of it; the Kaiser, in those matters of the 
Rifter-Dienst^ of the Heidelberg Protestants, and wherever a 
chance was, had been unfriendly, little less than insulting, to 
Friedrich Wilhelm : ^ Give me one single Hanoverian brigade, 
to show that you go along with me 1 ’ said his Prussian 
Majesty ; — ^but the Britannic never altogether would.^ 

Certain it is, Friedrich Wilhelm signed : a man with such 
Fighting-Apparatus as to be important in a Hanover Treaty. 
‘Balance of Power, they tell me, is in a dreadful way: 
certainly if one can help the Balance a little, why not ? But 
Jiilich and Berg, one’s own outlook of reversion there, that 
is the point to be attended to : — ^Balance, I believe, will 
somehow shift for itself!’ On these principles, Friedrich 
Wilhelm signed, while ostensibly hunting,^ Treaty of Han- 
over, which was to trim the ship again, or even to make it 

^ (Euvres de Frediric^ i. 153. 

» .Fassmann, p. 368 ; Forster, Urktmdenimch, p. 67. 
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heel the other way, dates itself Sd September 1725, and is 
of this purport : ^ We three, France, England, Prussia to 
stand by each other as one man, in case any of us is attacked, 
— ^will invite Holland, Denmark, Sweden and every pacific 
Sovereignty to join us in such convention,’ — as they all 
gradually did, had Friedrich Wilhelm but stood firm. 

For it is a state of the Balances little less than awful. 
Rumour goes that, by the Ripperda bargain, fatal to man- 
kind, Don Carlos was to get the beautiful young Maria Theresa 
to wife : that would settle the Parma-Piacenza business and 
some others ; that would be a compensation with a witness ! 
Spain and Austria united, as in ICarl v.'’s time ; or perhaps 
some Succession War, or worse, to fight over again I — 

Fleury and George, as Due de Bourbon and George had 
done, though both pacific gentlemen, brandished weapons at 
the Kaiser; strongly admonishing him to become less for- 
midable, or it would be worse for him. Possible indeed, in 
such a shadow-hunting, shadow-hunted hour ! Fleury and 
George stand looking with intense anxiety into a certain 
spectral something, which they call the Balance of Power; 
no end to their exorcisms in that matter. Truly, if each of 
the Royal Majesties and Serene Highnesses would attend to 
his own affairs, — doing his utmost to better his own land 
and people, in earthly and in heavenly respects, a little, — ^he 
would find it infinitely profitabler for himself and others. 
And the Balance of Power would settle, in that case, as the 
laws of gravity ordered : which is its one method of settling, 
after all diplomacy ! — ^Fleury and George, by their manifesto- 
ing, still more by their levying of men, George i. shovelling 
out his English subsidies as usual, created deadly qualms in 
the Kaiser ; who still found it unpleasant to ‘ admit Spanish 
Garrisons in Parma ’ ; but found likewise his Termagant Friend 
inexorably positive on that score ; and knew not what would 
become of him, if he had to try fighting, and the Sea- 
Powers refused him cash to do it. 

Hereby was the ship trimmed, and more ; ship now lurching 
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to the other side again. George i. goes subsidjing Hessians, 
Danes ; sounding manifestos, beating drums, in an alarming 
manner : and the Kaiser, except it were in Russia, with the 
new Czarina Catherine i. (that brown little woman, now 
become Czarina),^ finds no ally to speak of. An unlucky, 
spectre-hunting, spectre -hunted Kaiser ; who, amid so many 
drums, manifestos, menaces, is now rolling eyes that witness 
everywhere considerable dismay. This is the Fourth grand 
Crisis of Europe ; crisis or travail-throe of Nature, bringing 
forth, and unable to do it. Baby Carlos’s Apanage and the 
Pragmatic Sanction. Fourth conspicuous change of colour 
to the universal lobster, getting itself boiled on those sad 
terms, for twenty years. For its sins, we need not doubt ; 
for its own long - continued cowardices, sloths and greedy 
follies, as well as those of Kaiser Karl ! — 

At this Fourth change we will gladly leave the matter, for 
a time ; much wishing it might be forever. Alas, as if that 
were possible to us ! Meanwhile, let afflicted readers, looking 
before and after, readier to forget than to remember in such a 
case, accept this Note, or Summary of all the Seven together, 
by way of help : 

^ Travail-throes of Nature for Baby Carlos’* s Italian 
Apanage ; Seven in Number 

^1®. Triple Alliance, English, Dutch, French (4th January 1717), 
saying, Peace, then! No Alberoni-plotting ; no Duel -fighting per- 
mitted ! Same Powers, next year, proposing Terms of Agreement ; 
Kaiser gloomily accepting them; which makes it Quadruple Alliance 
(18th J uly 1718) ; Termagant indignantly refusing, — with attack on the 
Kaiser's Sicilies. 

^ 2®. First Sputter of War ; Byng's Sea-fight, and the other pressures, 
compelling Termagant : Peace (26th January 1720) ; Congress of Cambrai 
to settle the Apanage and other points. 


^ 8th February 1725. Treaty with Kaiser (6th August 1726) went to nothing 
on her death, nth May 1727. 
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^ 3**. Congress of Cambrai;, a weariness to gods and men, gets tlie floor 
pulled from under it (Ripperda's feat, 30tb April 1725) ; so that Kaiser 
and Termagant stand ranked together, Apanage wrapt in mystery, — ^to 
the terror of mankind. 

^4*. Treaty of Hanover (France, England, Prussia, 3d September 
1725) restores the Balances, and more. War imminent. Prussia privately 
falls off,’-^as we shall see. 

[These first Four lie behind us, at this point; but there are Three others 
still ahead, which we cannot hope to escape altogether namely :] 

Second Sputter of War: Termagant besieges Gibraltar (4th 
March 1727 — 6th March 1728) : Peace at that latter date ; — Congress 
of Soissons to settle the Apanage and other points as formerly. 

^6®. Congress of Soissons (14th June 1728 — 9th November 1729), as 
formerly, cannot in the least : Termagant whispers England ; — ^there is 
Treaty of Seville (9th November 1729), France and England undertaking 
for the Apanage; Congress vanishes ; Kaiser is left solitary, with the 
shadow of Pragmatic Sanction, in the night of things. Pause of an awful 
nature : — ^but Fleury does not hasten with the Apanage, as promised. 
Whereupon, at length, 

^7®. Treaty of Vienna (16th March 1731): Sea-Powers, leading Ter- 
magant by the hand, Sea-Powers and no France, unite with Kaiser again, 
according to the old laws of Nature ; — and Baby Carlos gets his Apanage, 
in due course ; ’ — but does not rest content with it, Mamma nor he, very 
long ! 

Huge spectres and absurd bugaboos, stalking through the 
brain of dull thoughtless pusillanimous mankind, do, to a 
terrible extent, tumble hither and thither, and cause to lurch 
from side to side, their ship of state, and all that is embarked 
there, — hreakfaM-iable, among other things. Nevertheless, 
if they -were only bugaboos, and mere Shadows caused by 

Imperial hand-lanterns in the general Night of the world, - 

ought they to be spoken of in the family, when avoidable ? 



CHAP. IV.] TREATY CANNOT BE SIGNED 41 

1723-1726] 


CHAPTER IV 

DOUBLE-MAEKIAGE TREATY CANNOT BE SIGNED 

Hitheeto the world- tides, and ebbs and flows of external 
Politics, had, by accident, rather forwarded than hindered the 
Double-Marriage. In the rear of such a Treaty of Hanover, 
triumphantly righting the European Balances by help of 
Friedrich Wilhelm, one might have hoped this little domestic 
Treaty would, at last, get itself signed.* Queen Sophie did 
hasten off to Hanover, directly after her husband had left 
it under those favourable aspects : but Papa again proved 
unmanageable ; the Treaty could not be achieved. 

Alas, and why not ? Parents and Children, on both sides, 
being really desirous of it, what reason is there but it should 
in due time come to perfection, and, without annihilating 
Time and Space, make four lovers happy? No reason. 
Rubs doubtless had arisen since that Visit of George i., dis- 
cordant procedures, chiefly about Friedrich Wilhelm’s recruit- 
ing operations in the Hanover territory, as shall be noted 
by and by : but these the ever- wakeful enthusiasm of Queen 
Sophie, who had set her whole heart with a female fixity on 
this Double -Marriage Project, had smoothed - down again: 
and now, Papa and Husband being so blessedly united in 
their World - Politics, why not sign the Marriage - Treaty ? 
Honoured Majesty-Papa, why not I — ‘Tush, child, you do 
not understand. In these tremendous circumstances, the 
celestial Sign of the Balance just about canting, and the 
Obliquity of the Ecliptic like to alter, how can one think of 
little marriages? Wait till the Obliquity of the Ecliptic 
come steadily to its old pitch i ’ — 

Truth is, George was in general of a slow, solemn, Spanish 
turn of manners ; ‘ intolerably proud, too, since he got that 
English dignity,’ says Wilhelmina : he seemed always tacitly 



42 MAIIIUAGK ruO-IKCf STAHTKI) (jumjk v. 

I iff I if 10 

to look down on Friodrirh Wifluisiu if iltr 
Majesty were a kind of inferior i'UnMibh King in 
It is certain lie sliowed no oaioTue-. . io get tlir I rrafy |trr 
fcctcd. Again and ngaiiu when Npreially t« In yiimi 

Sophie, on Friedrich Wilheinrs t)nln\ he iiiliiimtrd mih * II 
was a fixed thing, hut not to he hurrietl, iMigli'di Ihirlnt 
ments were concerned in it, the [wlivn weiv filili yiiiing/ mul 
so on; — after which hrief answer he would tako ym to tlir 
window, and ask, ‘ If you dhi not Ihiiik tiir lirrrrtttwiiwii 
Gardens and their Feihnit/ w;-iter\vnrk% mill rlipjmi 4K*ri li 
walls, were rather fine r " * 

In fact, the Fnglish Fnrlianunits, from wlnnii itioiiry mm 
so often demanded for our f.it lmpro|HT . Imn 

Improper Kendals and oilier ri>yal oiviii»$oii:!i,, ii'mdif oalnwllf 
have to make a marnage^-evenue fuv tlii« fine Itraiol'fjoii r*f 
ours, — Grandson Fred, who is now a uiiiiig tiiiil of ri|.|liti'^oi ; 
leading an extremely dissolute life, thrv wny*, at Hanoi er ; iiiiil 
by no means the most beautiful of mortub* riilirr hr or the 
foolish little Father of him, to onr ol*i nail liriirt lliry ran 
wait, they can wait! said (ieorge ahum, 

But undoiibledly he did intend that tmlli o j 
take efibet: only he was ?»low ; and, ||ie iiiorr yiio 
him, perhajis the slower. He woed*! liar# Ilm 

Treaty ‘next yearf say the Aufhoriiit^; itiraol tp do 
if well let alone: but Towm-hnid w|r»|rrt%i Willwl, * iHirr 
not urge him.’’ Surly (ieorgi* was ahuiy-i a man nf lii# mm4 ^ 
no treaclu’ry intended by him, to\v;u-|jii Ffit*ilrir}t Wiiltrhw 
or any man. It is \-ny elf‘nr, timn'-Mutr* llial Friwlrirli I'lhi- 
helm, in this Autumu was, and wan liku Ici kn of tiigti 

importance to King George; a man iitit to la? aogiwtl liy 
dishonourable treatment, had iiidli otherwii# Immt likriy itii 
George’s part- Neverthela^ iieofp? clki imiI »igii ||i« TripAtt 
next year either, — * such tliiiiga tiifiiig imf 

the next yeax after that, fw rMwcuis inkglfiillt t»ti tin? 
latter occasion ! 


^ Polkiu, il* aitfi, g|i, ti^,, 



CHAP. IV.] TREATY CANNOT BE SIGNED 48 

I7a3»i736] 

These delays about the Double-Marriage Treaty are not a 
pleasing feature of it to Friedrich Wilhelm; who is very 
capable of being hurt by slights ; who, at any rate, dislikes to 
have loose thrums flying about, or that the business of today 
should be shoved-over upon tomorrow. And so Queen Sophie 
has her own sore difficulties; driven thus between the Bar- 
barians (that is, her Husband), and the deep Sea (that is, her 
Father), to and fro. Nevertheless, since all parties to the 
matter wished it, Sophie and the younger parties getting even 
enthusiastic about it ; and since the matter itself was good, 
agreeable so far to Prussia and England, to Protestant 
Germany and to Heaven and Earth, — ^might not Sophie 
confidently hope to vanquish these and other difficulties ; and 
so bring all things to a happy close ? 

Had it not been for the Imperial Shadow-huntings, and 
this rickety condition of the celestial Balance ! Alas, the 
outer elements interfered with Queen Sophie in a singular 
manner. Huge foreign world-movements, springing from 
Vienna and a spectre-haunted Kaiser, and spreading like an 
avalanche over all the Earth, snatched-up this little Double- 
Marriage question; tore it along with them, reeling over 
precipices, one knew not whitherward, at such a rate as was 
seldom seen before. Scarcely in the Minerva Press is there 
record of such surprising, infinite and inextricable obstructions 
to a wedding or a double-wedding. Time and space, which 
cannot be annihilated to make two lovers happy, were here 
turned topsyturvy, as it were, to make four lovers, — four, or 
at the very least three, for ^Vilhelmina will not admit she was 
ever the least in love, not she, poor soul, either with loose 
Fred or his English outlooks, — ^four young creatures, and one 
or more elderly persons, superlatively wretched; and even, 
literally enough, to do all but kill some of them. 

What is noteworthy too, it proved wholly inane, this huge 
world-ocean of Intrigues and Imperial Necromancy; ran dry 
at last into absolute nothing even for the Kaiser, and might 
as well not have been. And Mother and Father, on the 
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Prussian side, were driven to dtsspair luni j»ntiy nertily tu 
delirium by it; and our poor yon»j( Erif/ got toiimnfiil, 
scourged, and throttletl in l)ody and in soul In* it, I til he grew 
to loathe the light of the sun, and in fitrt ituskesi to iiave 
quitted said light at one sttige of tia* 

We are now approiu-hing Act St’eojtd of titv iKttitiir 
Marriage, where Imjterial Ordna»ec>.Mafit(‘r Graf v<»n Sfririi 
dorf, a Black-Artist of Ruprtnne quaiity, from 

Vienna on secret errand, ‘ crt»st« t!»e Pnlaw I !q.| i<! «ic «t 
Berlin on a summer evening of the year HJiti and rviAt-* 
all the demons on our littk Crown-Prim-« nmi tlioM* dear to 
him. We must first say Muucfliin;; of an lu! »|rp, 

shortly antecedent tliereto, wliieh occtirrerl in the 
Prince’s educational course. 


CHAPTER V 

CKOWN-PRINCE GOE8 IKTO TtlE {;| AltUS 

Amid such commotion of the foreign eicmenls and thr 
domestic, an important change wwir* j» the 
course of schooling. It is deeidiHj that, wlwtevcr l» h«» 
progress in the speculative hnuu-lMs, it i* time he «« 

into the Army, and practimlly leant - nidi. - sm-. In Hi* 
fourteenth year, 3d May 17S6,» not long bf.ir« the Tirnlv 
of Hanover, he was fortually naine<l tkptain, hy |»«i« in W«r. 
Council. Grenadier Guarda, PotMlam Eif. jjuMut , to Iw the 
regiment; and next year he k mtmiiwtUtl Major, anil, a 

IJToLfT?’®’ ^ duty. It ia iMi 

the 20th of August 1726 tliat he «»t lemk out hU liallahm, 
o the muster, on those terms. His age i* not yet Ht 

^r«fo“T * ^^‘***’ Potstlain 

giants; but by rank, we observe, he rides, mtl hi* h«i»e k 

~Sec j' SCisS «« *»- 
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tiiiiifillrM Ilf tlir** }$riglil, Aih! flit* tii\y 

hiivu rmiMi ; i«nig Eilw of limittM, •.j>!< tul(*ut s» gukl-lacc and 
j;!, 11 i.iit i < ij! , luui- nturmlrd j aiui work inHtt'ad of 

iijiniir, i« ttm! niath'ri, Ijw* Iwjuui. 

H»t«r\ir it ma> ha^o f.iml atlU hi« othor wliool-laHsom, 
!it r«' jwiw i* a »i }(*«»! furiu ho i.-* advatiood to, in wliudi there 
tttll la* tti» ti *unrr«' hut li aruing. Had f<|H'Uing might he over- 
Imdii d hy thow* tiwt !kuI «'liiugo <tf it ; !>iid dritling ia not 
j.. 'u,; dih lui any term*. Wo maal not doiiht the Crown- 
IVinre dai his Miidirr-duty faithfully* and leanittl in every 
jKiint tlip eotidiH’t «f an oilWer : iwMalty m «f tthatiamanthus 
waited ufmn all failure there. That he liktitl it ia hy no 
moan* wm! ; he imieh dislike*! it* and hi* iliagUHta were many. 
An airy y«H)iig rreatur*.* atnl it wa« in this liiiie, ti> give one 
inslanre, that that -h. tiin;; of his hn'ks uci tirr. il, which was 
•jHiken of alHue, where the (’uurt-< ‘hinir!*u . jtrov«l so merciful. 
To flog tin* wiiigwl E*yfJic in ever n tmuing parade-rautinc 
aitd ndlitarv jopi rl ii, it msenni very eniel. itut it i* not to 
Im alterwi : in spite of one'* diagtiata, the dull work* to the 
last item of it, ha» daily to Iw done, Which provetl infmitoly 
twnericinl to the t*mwn-FriiH«, aflttr all. Hereby, to his 
Atlicidan I n nt h atu! airy premptitwiire iwd brilli- 

anricfl, there shall lie a* Iwini* an iMlnniantiM© .«:pnrlnnisui and 
.Htnirism ; very rare, hut very indi-.pi i»Mdn»-, for «Hch a 
lip.! 1 1 .;, ■ Well exempliitisl, through after life, in this 
Frown 4*rinre. 


(If th0 Pidmltim (tktidu, its <1 P'tirt 

His regiment was the Fidwlam Hrewwlier GuiikI; that 
tmiitne giant wr'eo i.t, of which the world haa htmrd »o much 
in a vagtie half mythical way. 'Ilic •'i-'ud ngimcid was not o 
Myth, ImwcM-r, Init a big ImmHl evp. n.jve Eacl, tramping very 
hartl MjK»n the warth at ime time, though now gone all to the 
ghcwtly stale. A» it WM a Ckm-JUrnkt m to 8}mk, of our 
Erlwirirh’ fliv; ; Hook (printel In huge ty|)e) for a certain 
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branch of his schooling, the of wliirfi an* »«» dm. 

though the general outcome of it {srov«i mi imf»ngr! tu!»l, 
— ^readers, apart from their curiuHitv otliiTwiif, itiitv m 
take a glimpse of it oi» this owasiou. Vaindird luiw, ««, 
grown a Giant Phantom, the like of it himllv tt^iuu S« In- n 
this world; and by accident, the very smalifat Figtnr ivn 
ranked in it makes it memorable then* f— » 

With a wise instiiiet, Frinirieh tVilhehti had dtMi-rnnl that 
all things in Prussia must jKiint towards hi* Army ; that t»)a 
Army was the heart an<l pith ; the State h-ing the lm\ every 
branch and leaf botind, after its atirt, to nutritive and 
productive for the Army's ljeh««if. 1'hat, prubably fur nm 
Nation in tlie long-run, and certainly for tin- i'rtnvskn .\«a)..n 
straightway, life or death dcpfials'wn the Army : Irindinh 
Wilhelm’s head, in an inarticnialt* mmmer, »«i foil of lht» 
just notion; and all his life was ajwnt in m,; i;. > ,t i„ « 

practical fact. The inoro of jxjteiitial Imttle, the more of life 
is in us : a maximum of jwtential Ivattle, Uwrvfon* ; msl h-t d 
be the optimum in quality I !low Friwlrith W i;i< ;r,. ear***l, 
day and night, with ail his heart and all hi* *tml. to hritig hi* 
Army to the supreme pitch, we have often heanl ; nml llie 
more we look into his ways, Uie more we are impr*»<M*l win, 
that fact. It was the central thing for him ; all other thiogv 
nrculatmg tow’ards it, deriving from it : no lahmir too gr».al. 
ind none too little, to be mulergune for *uch an objwl, ite 
etched over it like an Argus, with ey,» Umt rmdml evwv 
srhere. DMcpIine shall be as exact aa Ettditl of 

j^fection we do not stop! Biscipline and ever Wtter 
hsciphne; enforcement of the rule In all pint*, - 

)f the rule itself where possible, were the great It, -ill' 4 it*. 
:ontinuaI ^e. Daily had some loop fallen, whirl, might Iwve 
jone ravelling far enough j but daily wo* there to |iitt ii 
ip again, and keep the web unrent and solidly 
We said, it was the ‘poetk ideal ’ of Frkdrich W ‘i . 
rho IS a dumb poet in several parti«,krs,-.»wd mpiirw th.* 
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privileges of genius from those that read his dumb poem. It 
must be owned he rises into the fantastic here and there ; and 
has crotchets of ultra-perfection for his Army, which are not 
rational at all. Crotchets that grew ever madder, the farther 
he followed them- This Lifeguard Regiment of foot, for 
instance, in which the Crown-Prince now is, — ^Friedrich 
Wilhelm got it in his Father’s time, no doubt a regiment then 
of fair qualities ; and he has kept drilling it, improving it, as 
poets polish stanzas, unweariedly ever since : — and see now 
what it has grown to ! A Potsdam Giant Regiment, such as 
the world never saw, before or since. Three Battalions of 
them, — ^two always here at Potsdam doing formal lifeguard 
duty, the third at Brandenburg on drill ; 800 to the 
Battalion, — 2,400 sons of Anak in all. Sublime enough, 
hugely perfect to the royal eye, such a mass of shining giants, 
in their long-drawn regularities and mathematical manceuver- 
ings, — like some streak of Promethean lightning, realised here 
at last, in the vulgar dusk of things ! 

Truly they are men supreme in discipline, in beauty of 
equipment; and the shortest man of them rises, I think, 
towards seven feet, some are nearly nine feet high. Men from 
all countries ; a hundred and odd come annually, as we saw, 
from Russia, — a very precious windfall : the rest have been 
collected, crimped, purchased out of every European country, 
at enormous expense, not to speak of other trouble to his 
Majesty. James Kirkman, an Irish recruit of good inches, 
cost him 1200Z. before he could be got inveigled, shipped and 
brought safe to hand. The documents are yet in existence ; ^ 
and the Portrait of this Irish fellow-citizen himself, who is by 
no means a beautiful man. Indeed, they are all portrayed ; 
all the privates of this distinguished Regiment are, if anybody 
cared to look at them. ^ Redivanoif from Moscow ’ seems of 
far better hone than Kirkman, though still more stolid of 
aspect. One Hohmann, a born Prussian, was so tall, you 

^ Forster, HandbucJi d&r Gtschichfe^ Geographic und StatisHk des fVeusmchm 
Reichs (Berlin, 1820), iv. 130, 132 ; — ^not in a very luci 4 state. 
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could not, thougli yourself tall, touch his bare crown with your 
hand ; August the Strong of Poland tried, on one occasion, 
and could not. Before Hohmann turned up, there had been 
^ Jonas the Norwegian Blacksmith,’ also a dreadfully tall 
monster. Giant ^Macdoll,’ — ^who was to be married, no 
consent asked on either side, to the tall young woman, which 
latter turned out to be a decrepit old woman (all Jest-Books 
know the myth), — he also was an Irish Giant, his name 
probably M^Dowal.^ This Hohmann was now Flugelmann 
(^fugleman’ as we have named it, leader of the file), the 
Tallest of the Regiment, a very mountain of pipeclayed flesh 
and bone. 

Here, in reference to one other of those poor Giants, is an 
Anecdote from Fassmann (who is very full on this subject of 
the Giants ; abstruse Historical Fassmann, often painfully cited 
by us) : a most small Anecdote, but then an indisputably 
certain one ; — ^which brings back to us, in a strange way, the 
vanished Time and its populations ; as the poorest authentic 
wooden lucifer may do, kindling suddenly, and peopling the 
void Night for moments, to the seeing eye ! — 

Fassmann, a very dark German literary man, in obsolete costume and 
garniture, kow living or what doing we cannot guess, found himself at 
Paris, gazing about, in the year 1713 ; where, among other things the 
Fair of St. Germain was going on. Loud, large Fair of St. Germain, 
‘ which lasts from Candlemas to the Monday before Easter * ; and Fass- 
mann one day took a walk of contemplation through the same. Much 
noise, gesticulation, little meaning. Show-booths, temporary theatres, 
merry-andrews, sleight-of-hand men ; and a vast public, drinking, dancing, 
gambling, flirting, as its wont is. Nothing new for us there ; new only 
that it all lies five generations from us now. Did Hhe Old Pretender,’ who 
was then in his expectant period, in this same village of St. Germain, see 
it too, as Fassmann did ? -And Louis xiv., he is at Versailles ; drooping 
fast, very dull to his Maintenon. And our little Fritz in Berlin is a child 
in arms ; — and the world is all awake as usual, while Fassmann strolls 
through this noisy inanity of show-booths, in the year 1713. 

Strolling along, Fassmann came upon a certain booth with an enormous 

^ Forster, Prsussms Helden im Krieg und Frieden (Berlin, 1848), i. 531 ; no 
date to the story, no evidence what grain of truth may be in it. 
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riiliin^ Itiitilt ill iViiiit *if il ; * l^irUirr «»jf t-rry iMil iiiwt* In hrntluf 
rt*iii rwiiiii|{' t« liln In fruinl iwrtikn, m|i will !»% Itnrtnt- 

liltiniin Willi thmi% wiirii#* ** l.^ ^#V<in| AlMtmnd (lit^rnwii Itinitll/' wriitwi 
iii4*lf^ri!»tln fruin }w»rlly fur winiilry'* l“Wfiiiiiin 

n*|n*ii*tf4 twfi|iinit'ti ; llit fi4liiw-rr#iiltiri* ; inliiiJI^ Itn IimiI 

mw wni lull ; tlitingli * ll#nlw*rii^lrri tjm liiijwiftl 

I*) |4i tlin nf ItntI rinnn itllim-nrl liiiti 

11nt» H’jiinii*! iianin ^Miiiinr ; tilriti|il»rn tlit* itrl^ltl*titirlt<iinl nf 
»»iifrk ; * ft h«4«ii likp I In hwt ii mtmll tinrinan Wilin tint 

Italf itii Ii«» tnutln itnwy ttkint, lit I^Vwirn, 

Kiigifti'iili ilt'iiiiiwl «i«l Fi»*tn«iii wntti lii» iliiiikitig ini iiiiir# nf 
liin frllniif, • Hill nnw, niiiilliiiiw ; 

In tlilriint!i yiwn iiltnr.| in it$« i|irlti|c liy 

|il< iirilpr^ tn'*-*lii flpli In rwil lli# tn lik Miijn«ty, 

»«iil Int gnnwmity nliltiy in Itif TtAmm C‘nl!nip, m wn iliill 

riivni* * wriwt wte 'ittf iiiir|irl#i* te itii! Itili wifwi dMmmmI** ttf 

M Uurtnant itwinn ||tn tCIrig* ilnniwlinm! Kn nf t\m 

lilniilily : I itninnml ftr«|tinliiiiiirn ii'llh iitt nmu ; hb lltlln llnminn tVifn 
wn* fl«i| ; Intt iin liiifl gtil ill Eiij|ll4i linn In^tnwl, nii intmitnniinily niiiCly 
rfn«t»irn. limy » uml llllln ilwlllilir-liriMin* (iH nf llm mmriml 
Uliiitu * mm ill# li#r^ tlin Wlfn inltl Iwr^ llirniifly ii«t 

prnuiti'iitui' nil any liirttn*‘|i * will linigfit triv#tlnrii inyinlf liiw linlunil 
llmrn nil m-t'Mmh in lk» ntinrts i»f ntitnis ymiri, ili« iiiiii Innli nwnllliin 
llm ; fiwiil fur tiwlliliif m i g rsnn«ll#r ; mnl In fi!l Immf tni 

ti»riniy. Ilnl nii. III* llllln IVIfn lilm n|i, inllhig lik ill*'*' 

; r«rrin«l liliti ntw wllli linr In wimrt iin ngiiin a 

witl tli#y wnf# lining wry itliwi Imi ef/'" In 

tlin -rininlry-'Wikw nf Cifnrgfi ti/«i mt\f imm Atiil llmi k llii r«l 
itnsiir«|*liy nf mm hf i liwl 

ItiilniMl Willi lilni nn 

llin j'liiy «f llii» iiitiliiii« runfs-nniil- ii gttmtl| tiiglirr Ihiiit 
miiiiiniii ; tinw cliitiiigilfatml iitiil tivfitiiiriil : 

fill till? titiif^r lininlt tlirir itim^i|itliw b ijHnjiiu-rl!, nini 
is i«n-rr l«i i« ilrtmiiil fif| wlilln itnnsgtli I\nir ICirkiiiftti^ 

tii«% til? innmliiiiw tliiiik of tlif Hill of iiowiln mill tlint lii 
will mi it tiKW ? }{l?lniHn, I ii licit giftn to 

tlitiiiglit V'-'-'-rtiiiiliif'iii' ttmt Iw !w tol«e«i iiimI 
»ti«i |nn':qn!-':lf* ■-> ; mid tliat llowtht mid k In- 

«Tr»ililii til » iiiEii* 


till.. Ii, 


9 


so 
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Frkdrkh WilfuMx IMfu nitk* 

Tall men, not for this rcginu-nl onlv, Inut Uvmm- ^ 
necessary of life to Friwlrit-h Willu-lm. liuli>jHu.:iM. tu luut 
almost as his daily Inwl. 'I'o his h.-nrt Ihi o- i. nt. ro,uUo 
ready as that of jnvst'jdin}? a tall »«an or twu. I’nrdin h 
Wilhelm’s regiments are now, by his e\aet new .. 

levied and recruited each in its own t ’anton, or «}as-ilje tiistriet 
there all males as soon as horn are enrollisl ; iiahle to s»*i ve, 
when they have grown to years and stnmgth. All growit men 
(under certain oxwiptions, «»« «>f a widow’s rhh -.t son, or of the 
like evidently ruinous ea.s(*H) are liahle to wrvo ; t’a|»taui of 
the RcgiuieuL and AiiUtftntM iit the t’anhai swttle l*i*lwwn them 
whidx grown-mau it shall he. Ikfller for yon n<tt to ts' tall ’ 
In fact it is almost a kindness of Heaven to l» giftwt with 
some safe impediment of body, slightly ttrooketi hark or Uie 
like, if you much dislike the tJarcer of honour xtnder Friwirirh 
Wilhelm. A general shadow of uiujuiet appri-hensitHi we m»i 
well fancy hanging over thow* ritral }H>|Hi!ntion», and murli 
unpleasant haggling now and the>i ; nothing hut the Ki«tg'» 
justice that can be appwilwl to. King’s justiiT, very great 
indeed, but heavily checkctl by the King’s value for liatnUmte 
soldiers. 

Happily his value for induKlria! labourers and iurrease of 
population is likewise great. 'Pownsfolk, skilful wsnkiiien a» 
the theory suj)jK)sos, are exempt; the mon* iugfuintrs rlaa»r», 
generally, his Majesty exempts in this nwiwad, to rnroumgr 
them in others. For, on the whole, he is not less a ( aptaU) 
of Work, to his Nation, thim of other things. What he dot 
for Prus!?ia in the way of industries, improvettienfs, new niauu 
factures, new methods; in settling ‘roionitw,’ v.p 

drowned bogs and subduing them into dry rtindiekt*. ; in lauld- 
ing, draining, digging, aixl earonmgiug or fwiring others to 
do so, would take a long chapter. He is the enemy i»f « 'h«o«*. 
not the friend of it, wherever yon mwt with him. 

For example, Potsdam itself, Ihjtsdam, now a ph-rtsiiut. 
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ii'iity fimui uiiig (ntt ti nt ly in tlin* stoiif 

iiivhitwlim*, willi »»«•)){ y v.f’.'A iit ; wliiw, <is in nthw }>Ir«*k, 
tin* tmvilUr fintlt kntt (Uiii w»ti'r -{luiali .t intn Iwn fimn- 
tiirnla, iVi«-<iiirh WiUirhn fnttiiit nuu'ii of il a lam! 

Mint wati-r »t»li wiUri-ing in »im*. In lliwn vt-rv warn, his 
inttinj's rniltmAn» nt«, liniUlingn, pit*- dihiu- . llifw, an* 
ftittminuN ; Mint iii» nmla tn Iw inviiM'iUU*. l'' 0 r 

iinlMJHf, JnnMitg «iut, one uioiniiij.’, after heavy iiun, ujmiji «ohh* 
rsleiinive u*. t: :hi> . ajnl slmng {ilkMlriviiigs, }«• 

finilii ri fit) of hi* heavy {lillng clean gone, 

IVhat in the worhi hw of it ? Pooh, the *wc>llen lake 

h(W hiirnl it ; ami it float* yomler, hottoin itppr- 

iiitist, a half furlong of th«tnM*te«I litiuid ft iil. Whemit his 
6tiiji7*ty gave « tini.l laugh, »«y» Uielfehl,* and connitfiiwl 
aiirw. ' 111 ?' jhli'« non ntaial firm enough, like tlu* ml of the 
i'kirth’* irm»f, nn‘1 lartv strong aahlar house* ami iiiiil>riio*-ous 
tre«» for maukimt ; ami trivial inankiml mn walk in elmn 
jitimjwi thiw, or mu';:' lis- ' at FrWrieh Wilhelm, 

an their humour may lo’, 

No ilniigw of till* M'uitt'ii >y it lit ’of rwTuitmeiit to the 
more in 't ui.e; ela»«e*, who wnihl do lietter than learn drill. 
Not, to "mf tndh, doe* the |aior clayey }»a«iiit suffer from it, 
ii.cmditi;' to hi* . Often lurlmjw, could he 

eouul jirofit ami io*», he might find lilnmelf a gainer : tlie 
career of fmiwur turn* out to lie, at leant, ft mrver of {iractical 
Hloickm awl m j wi^ftil to any jawaint or to any 

jiritiw. f 1* uiHm ' s, of |»er*on and even of mind ; fixwl rigour 
of methial, sHihrirty, fn’-;; diJ*. . \Um a»e virtm» worth mnuiring. 
Kulitklv in the tirntt'inf .imd. i« much attendtdl to here: 
hi* Majwty p*rmit« no distillation of lomii watt i:, in Potsdam, 
fir within m many inih» i * nor hi aale of »uch allowetl, except 
in the fiwwt inte«»ly nelwt itiaiiner. Tlie iwifdiera |my is in 
the higlieat degw* evigumn ; not alKive three httlf jti*nt'f a day, 
for ft coinmon r, in ftrldition to wliat ffttloii* h® hw i 

• Msftw «l« BWfeW, Isitim tdflltm, i t,*Me, 1767), I, 31, 

* h’tmman, p, 7tl, 
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— blit it is fomul lult'ijunh' to its lo.i , nujipoi t’* thr 

soldier in sound health, vi|!;()musly tit for hi . «<.ik ; into whirh 
points his Majesty U)(»k.s with his own i.yes, niid will mhiiit w* 
dubiety. Often, too, if not ii!re«<iy oftrmut (»w it n'tin: it. 'v 
grew to be), the pensnnt..soIilier gets tunny rmuithx «»f 

the year, a soldier jilouglinnui ; anti lalMnirt fur itii living ut 
the old way. His Captain (it is ottt* ttf (he (Viphiin’s ja-r 
quisites, who is generally a vftennt ttf (ifiy, with n long 
Spartan training, before ite gda m% Itigit) jMH'kt l* the jwy «f 
all the.se furloughs, .superuumemry to tin* real work t>f the 
regiment; — and has certain importua! fo,. ui .liii,- to yirhi i» 
return. 


At any rate, enrohnt'iil. in ti»ue of |»eiur, cannot fall nn 
many: three or four a^’ruit* in the year, to rephne tarajiuc'*, 
will carry the Canton through it* crisis. Ibr we an- to iH»tr 
withal, the thin! part of every regiment can. ami dondd by 
rale, consist of ‘ foreigiun-s; uu-n n«t Imrn I’niwirtu*. 
are generally men levietl in the iinjM-ii«l Fmi tuwiiv ; » m the 
Rekh' or Kmpira, as they term it; that i» to wv, or t. 
mainly to say, in the countries of { 

Rrr ii«| 


Austrian or rnisHian* 


r Ill'll^ I ||ti 

recruits must be got; excuses not iMtmiwihlc for Caj.lain or 
(^olonel; nothing hut recruits of the ihie inehe* »il! tio. 
Captain and Colonel (.stipporfin*; their •ntfij-n' on fnigal 
adequate ‘perquisites; hintinl of alwve) have t« t»e the 
wtlook ; vigilantly, eagerly ; mid must contrive to get Ihrrn. 
Nay, we can take .supei'nuni«rfuy recruit* j ant! tiave in fart 
aJways on hand, attacheil to each lament, m dock tif .m h, 
Any number of recruits, that stand well mi their 1^ «*• 
welcome ; and for a tall man them Is joy in «lmo.t 

it 116 wore E W1S6 nfiHiii or* $, go-o^j miiii, 

^ The consequence is, all count ri.-.; e.,peeid!v all {h-rman 
countncs, anj infested wjtfi a new sjierie* of two. 

legged animals : Pnisiian recruiters, 'riw-y gfid«. »}»,«,♦ 

if I,,,,.,, ,i.f, ;z It; 

hounds are; not hunting the souls of ^ 
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Jesuits do, but their bodies in a merciless carnivorous manner. 
Better not to be too tall, in any country, at present ! Irish 
Kirkman could not be protected by the aegis of the British 
Constitution itself. In general, however, the Prussian re- 
cruiter, on British ground, reports. That the people are too 
well off, that there is little to be done in those parts. A tall 
British sailor, if we pick him up strolling about Memel or 
the Baltic ports, is inexorably claimed by the Diplomatists ; 
no business doable till after restoration of him ; and he 
proves a mere loss to us.^ Germany, Holland, Switzerland, 
the Netherlands, these are the fruitful fields for us, and there 
we do hunt with some vigour. 

For example, in the town of Jiilich there lived and worked 
a tall young carpenter : one day a well-dressed positive-look- 
ing gentleman Baron von Hompesch,’ the records name 
him) enters the shop ; wants ^ a stout chest, with lock on it, 
for household purposes ; must be of such and such dimen- 
sions, six feet six in length especially, and that is an indis- 
pensable point, — ^in fact it will be longer than yourself, I 
think, Herr Zimmermann : what is the cost ; when can it be 
ready ? ’ Cost, time, and the rest are settled. ^ A right 
stout chest, then ; and see you don’t forget the size ; if too 
short, it will be of no use to me: mind;’ — wcMi 
Gewiss ! ’ And the positive-looking, well-clad gentleman goes 
his ways. At the appointed day he reappears ; the chest is 
ready ; — ^we hope, an unexceptionable article ? ‘ Too short, 

as I dreaded ! ’ says the positive gentleman. ^ Nay, your 
Honour, says the carpenter, ‘ I am certain it is six feet six 1 
and takes out his foot-rule. — Pshaw, it was to be longer 
than yourself.’ ‘Well, it is.’— ‘No, it isn’t I’ The car- 
penter, to end. the matter, gets into his chest ; and will 
convince any and all mortals. No sooner is he in, rightly 
flat, than the positive gentleman, a Prussian recruiting-officer 
in disguise, slams down the lid upon him ; locks it ; whistle 
in three stout fellows, who pick-up the chest, gravely walk 
^ Despatches in the State-Paper Office. 
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through the streets with it, oiieu it in n sidV |iiiMr , imi! (inti, 
— horrible to relate, — the jantr ;■ li. iui ; » Imkrii l,v 

want of air in this frightful mitlillf ji.i, tif Iuh.' N.uii<- of 
the Town is given, Jiilu'h ns above; »iu{i- not, Aiul if fix- 
thing had been only a poptilar Myth, it if fiot a v.j-iiiii, iiut 
one? But it is too true; the tall c.u jnutir tn dra.!, ruid 
Hompesch got * iuiprisoued for life’ in the inniue,, 

Biirgeruieistei’s of snmli towns have tarn e.mieii u)!' , m 
one case, ‘a rich meivliant in M e'd. ! wiioia it , .e.t n 
large sum to get free again.® Frustiun rtsruifi-rs htn» i ala.n! 
barracks, parade-grmiiKfs, in Fvtreign C oHnlriin . and if Un v 
see a tall soldier (the Ihitch have hud indniaet, and are 
indignant at them), will jH'miavie him to detert, to nmke 
for the country where soldier* merit is uiaierstotsl, and a laii 
fellow of parts will get his {Hiir of etdours in no tun.-. 

But the highest stretch of their art was prohaltiy that d.-m- 
on the Austrian Ambm4sador,**~Utl Ihirvon Jhnl.niied. t , 
tallest of Diplomatists; whom FasMoann, till tiie Fair of St 
Germain, had considertHi the tallest of men, B* id« nried.-r 
was on lus road as haisers Amhasouior tti tteoig,' i., jn 
Congre.ss-of-Canibrai times; senmely Journevmg on. nln-n, 
near by Halberstadt, his enrriagf broke. Farriage tales some 
time in mending; the tall Dijdomatse Herr walks on, «dl 
stretch his long legs, catch a glimpM? of the *rMwn withal, lt!l 
they get it ready again. Atiii i»ow, at sviiitr Guardlnmsr of 
the place, a Prussian thficer iiit|iiirrs, not tmi t< '.i > - . of 
a nobleman without carriiigc, ‘ Who are you ? ' ■ tVeli; 

answered he, smiling, ‘I am liuMt(firr Ot, ■ ex. t„ , .’i 
from his Imperial Majeaty. Ami wl,o tmiv %«u l» that 
ask? --'lo the Guardhouse with u»!' Whither he i« 

marched accordingly. ‘Kaiser's »hv not ?’ ik-nm 

a most tall handsome iiwti, this Kaiser's ihM.fflrr, strnhng 
along on foot here, the fhmnlhuma. OfliriaU have dnnW 
to keep him, to teach him Prussia,, drill rsernw, ; mmi 


‘ FiiMler.H, yos, 306; 
* Stenrcl, lii. 356. 


il. S*tS. Pf. 
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mt) thnmii into » jiiitgiiliir <[UitiulHrv, «lifu hi« vnU-b luw! 

i»j>, RiH of ttUrut diwKtlving into jo)', nmS will 
him * Kxwlhnii^ ! ' ‘ 

Tftll Ih*rr von IhmtfnritHlfr uiicjittit tin' }»ro!.!ra{o H|>«iogy 
of tlii'w tjmnvlintnw Rut hi’ n:itusntly sjwki* of tJo’ 

mutlor to tJtHtrgi* i, ; »hoH» |mtt*‘n«’, oftvn frclIiHl hy rom 
jihuntii on Hint wnm to linvo tnkon tin* nt tliiw trim- 

mt’iniriit iii»tiinriJ of |*nnM»i«ii inMili-ncy. In tun i ijiti im* 4jf thi« 
jKivoiiturf, h«! 1 »«)•!* Rollnit/., ii nystom of (lofbivi? 

inriwtH'tw i of . own, mnl of &JtogcttHir jH-n-mptoi v, 

loinnton to ctnmr Ilnnover of thi« mnauUM*; ninl 

to nnikn It tfiow, iti very fact, «tid not in |>romi»w and j»m- 
fr^ioii ini’mly, llnwo worn th« fiimt, ndw Quw’ii Sojihin* nirt 
with, in jMiwhing on iho D,in!ili- Moi i hi;-.- ; and how ndw 
they wm*, though who iil liod got im*f them, Coming on 
the twrk of thiR fmr C!i uii-ni ulmi;; Vidt, nhno«t within ywr 
luuf day, and dirertfy in thn tifth of «tn'h friendly itsjn’rt* luid 
jn’M.jic i t ihi* contlufl on the {»arl of hi» Rritnnnic; Mftjtsity 
innrh grievixl wid wtgrsml I’VitHlrit'h ; luitl in fact 

invcilyral him in consitlemhie jirm-tifa} trontih**. 

For it wan the aignai of a aimilar ant of UnnI eomjilnints, 
and inenainng f,'monvtmnri”i (with little twingw of fttUllineni 
Iiere and Ihew) fitnn all tjuni'lers of (u-nimny i a tomjHJal of 
trouhlo and jiuhlic indignation rising ewrv'vhmi’, and mining- 
in U|ain Frh*<lrieh \S ilh« !i» and thia inifortunata Hobby of 
his. No riding of one’* |K»or Hobby In (jw* honwfwrth, 
Frietlrlfb \Vil!i<iut always un;.w<itd, wliat was only unpr* 
fidally the fael, Tl«t ht‘ know nothing of tbew violrnw*»i and 
«t* of iH.ndgbl»o«r»bi|» j bt\ a Just King, was norrier tlmn 
any man to bear of tlwni j anti wonhl give iintnediato ortiw 
tlmt they sbcmbl «d. lltd they always wmtt on again, inneb 
tii« mnw { and nevor did onil. 1 am sorry a Just King, l«d 
astray by hi* Hobby, mmwmi thus wlrat is only .Mtftt ifit-inlly 
th« faot. Hut It »win» ha ewinot help it : his Hohhy i . too 
strong for Urn | r(^wU«i« of eurh and bridle in tills iiwtanc®. 

* ratnlts, tt. a«>7'S09. 
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Let us pity a lunn of geiiiiiH, suouutwl «>« no niali!.' « 

Hobby; leaping the barriers, in spite of his r«\n(l»tion». 
Perhaps the poetic leinpcrunwnl is more iiahh* to surh tiiotbiri 
biases, influxes of inmginative eroteiiet, anil meJt* fully that 
cannot be cured ? Friedrich Willu-lm never would or t tmld 
dismount from his Hobby ; but he rmie iiim umier mm h 
sorrow henceforth ; under «!n>wew of linger and l idieiite ; . 

contumelious words and [iroetnluii '., as it were .m.i ii ef Jittn, 
battering round him, to a heavy extent; Uie ruler ii lietim 
of Tragedy and Farce both at once. 


Quem SopMe't 'rronhkn : ftVMwiA'ow tt iih Me 014 lks:»tnm\ 
mul Grumktm irifAoid Aim 

Queen Sophie had, by delicate m:inug.-m« id, got over tliium 
first rubs, and arrived at a Treaty of ilanovi-r, and dear 
ground again; far worse rubs lay ahead ; but smmifh travel, 
ling, toward.s such a goal, wa* not jmssible for tlii* Qtiemi, 
Poor I.ady, her Court, os we discern fVom Willielmina 
and the Books, is a sad welter of intrignefi, -.ur ; of 
treacherous chamher-nmids, hem! vnl. pickthank m(nl.» of 
official gentlemen and olhem striving to ■.t)ppl;iiil one another. 
Satan’s Invisible World very busy against Onw-n Hoplm> i 
Under any terms, inucli more untler those of the Ihiidilo. 
Maniago, her place in a kindly but suspiriou* Huvlaiiid's 
favour was diflicuit to maintain. Itevitlw u-piran!.-., i liiufdi:,; 
this way or that, by ladder-step discoverabie in this 
element, are never wanting, and have the due < hm .dri.jii i:;./ 
satellites, now here, now there. Queen Sophie and Her jairty 
have to wdk warily, as if among j.reclpi.v, mn\ ptlfalS*. tif 
all which wide welter of extinct ton!. mptibiHsi. thwi »,„} 
there so important, hero and now become minus ipsm.fiu. , 
we again notice the existence, but can umlertakc «« stmly ur 
specification whatever. Two Inciilcnts, th« Jatte-r of tlwm 
dating near the point where w« now are, will suffieienlly 
instruct the reader what a welter this was, in which Quwii 
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Stj.hiM i*>mI }nr imuhi littU* Sim, tSim mjw Majiu' of the 
ttiunln, hiwl to {»«»» eSijsU'iK'e. 

liuiilmt lu4 fril o«t nouns nix ywnw «gts or morei—iji 
I7tth MJ‘» ssf th«' tsf tleim'ut the 

l osK*'*'* «hi ft iii« ^luji'sty ‘ nh’jst for ww'ks with a pintisl usider 
Ilia jtil!o*»,' iohS li»ul othri* trouhli*«. UU Majesty, «» one of 
hi* ;•! t.i , , wlitili were itlwityn «»»»y, was taken siuklenly ill 

at ilroi'!* that year : Mr violently ill, that thinking 

hmio'lf ahout to ilie, he swiil for hi* gocxl Qnwn, anti miwle a 
Wsil o|ijs»isiti!tj.t her Kegent in raw of hi» diseeiise. His 
M«je*lv »|otl« ni'inereri Irefore long. But CJmnikow and the 
tihl IWaasier, main a j.is.oit getting wtiul of Bti« Will, and 

hunting out the truth of it, what a jauldling of the water# 

tlmsw two uoMle in nmMijueiuas ; stirring tf}» mins and dirt 
Ilium! the gmal k^neett, lindlng she hinl laseu jirefemal to 
them ? ‘ Nay.Wilhehnina, in her wiUl way, Irelieves they hntl, 
not long ateer. |>U«nnl to *fire a Theatre' ahnit the King, 
Him afterniHin. in Ihjiiin t'ily. am! take his life, thereby 
iH!«ttriiig for Itiemwive* »mh Iwneht in jitir^jwrt m there 
might Ire ! Not a doviht of it, Brinks VVillieioiiim : * the 
yimng M' : f.* our jireeiou* C'ousin, of Setewetit, is not ho 
Jiiftter’s jam of that Ohi Ihetfianer? tirandson of tire Great 
Klwlnr, even a* I’ajia i». i'ajta «ne« killal (and our {K>or 
i'niwn rriiHw atwr matin awuy with),— tliat young Mfirgrnf, 
and hi* lihm t V ’ * »“ ’^^**‘^^**’ **''*'*“ 

|*nj»ia! tn.'.i.‘ii'.?v'they moint ter burn tlrat 'tlieatre, and 
kilt !**j»a ! * 'llris i» U Ute lminu* . di*tnwt«l lielief ? as, 
douhtlew, it W» tier Mother's on the day in question : a 
jealou*, t-'.o‘h 'iutfi'j t raii'»remiently esa'-'iifriited Mother, as 
we wf . 

Incident thseoml shows us thm* two rough tienllemen 
fallen out of 'htp, into ojam quarrel anti evetr duel. 

» ihiel at Bm t k tiate,' much ooiied of in Bw dull old 
I'^ru-Miian ' iletoi'jt always In a rcscrvtal inannwt not 

» f,v i m, Pjh * ifootetuea, v<4. t p 4^1 
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ovoii the date, tus if that, wt-rt* tiiiitgeriiiis firing i-lrurly * 

It came in the wake of that llniitivrr 1'rr.iilr, m is mm 
gacssed ; the two having taken iijijawile tni itiiil 

measure, and got provoked info oltl sifrr'.s ii$ 

goueral. Dessau was a^'tunst King CJeiugr iiin! Ilir *rrriif il 
appears ; having his reas(m-s famitv-'rriihOiis of iilil stuiiiling , 
Gnimkow, a hribeahle gentkanain Jm\ liaviug also prr ■ 
haps his reasons. Ktunigh, it ea.iiie tw iillrrnitiolis* rtlijni Ra- 
tions between the two; \shieli nm* rvrr liig}irr» ri»4^ nl 

length to wager- of- bat tie. Iruligtiniii r!|iiHriig«5 on flir |ifirl 

of the Old Dessauer ; whieh, IneAiarr, Cirtllilkow* siiil 
garded as a fiamark in the tigliting »aiy« iTgrrin llnil liisi 
C.)hristian principles do not, ftnumilln alltm' him to rirrr|iL 
The King is apptnded to ; the King* kiiig liiiiprlf* ihotigli »ii 
orthodoK Christian, vet a .still mnnt Siildirr* liiTiile-’i 

That, on the whole, CieniTul Ctruiiikiiw wiiiiiol lint iirrr|«l 
challenge from tlu‘ Ineltl mar.shal iVitirr of 

Dessau is on the iiehk at the C*i»j;t:uel Ctati% at « ..d.v, 

— late-autumn aftermam (I eahadalrl tif ilir ymr ; 

waits patiently till (frumkow mukefi }ti» iip|if.*'iiriiiw'‘tr 
kow, with a chosen Mwemd, iUn*$ nt liiit ; tttii'iniirr# 

pensively with slow steps, <iiinpiovd»-r tikrk m m 

silent thundercloud, tiraws his awonl : wml CJnifiikow 
not draw his; presents it umlnoui, W'iili iiiirtnitiitkiimJ 
mission and a])ology : * Slay me, if yiiii likci iiitl Frkiiil* 

I have inj'ured !' \Vh<‘reat De-imiti* iiltoriiig tm wiirih 
ing only some conltmiptut)us .’amrl, tiirtw lii.« Iwk »ii tlm 
phenomenon; mounts his hum* anti riilw A 

man from this (Jnunkow liemadbitlt* Hit! IViiiCf waiti^l tm 
her Majesty ; signifidl lik m^rmw for |«iit mimmmtmmU * lii« 
great wish now to help her» lint lik tiitiil itiiliilily* t»«ig 
ousted by Gramkow: We ttrt for llallit, Mmkiii. wimm iitir 
Regiment is ; there let ui nerve Iili mmw »• tmiiiiiil 

here ! And in fact the Oid Ik^niir lit» wii^ljy tiiiw 
in time coming; sunk iiiartioikt© in ©f « c!r.-| 

' it 2ia, 314. I r ^ f|. 
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lutlnif, iml HtiiiiuliMg <ii» <•* * * ' 

HH'iuujitltb lit flic mvthif ***“* }<!£»»r l«i 

tirill »i«» Ut fil l feet iun. rtHil invi‘!it ticn «g«s>«5 fl..' 

dll)' they kIihII Ih* iiciiicd, lh»iJ g'* ’”*»?• *»•*»» 

with mtllc uf fhe (huiiiktiw kiiid ? 

iimmhm it. in. hiuI the Olti 1 . ..nf , ai»l Ihi-rr hm 

Ih-i'M ‘n chnngc irf Mini^tiv,' ihangr ‘d • Ad»»ri%’ 

liniiighf iihmit ; tuny the Adviic g'liiig !»’ wsarr »«»w I 


Whitt the tiiiuc' (’inttu IViiins «hdi Mhli ; . ■ hi iilrh 
cutiriiUiiH'iit, cl" li.ii-'I.. 4!ur.'i ilijil"”- • bttwb *lghi him! 
ir.jih.tfiotr., Cirmiiknw duds, ihi'lisi.;'' hi the Jt<-giii<»'i!t, 

is i)«t ftir tin in th*’ »«twth«'»t i ■ :c, hi lh» «• 

titi)»iv«! rtihhish iHHiks thnl hftW b'*** wriltni »l»»Htt liiiii, 
thirs is. til iudimfe that »tii-h . uth. ic . * was : ht»w « Ihri) 
sttiul, ftcliHl lUi hv it, tltd mil fail h» rwt, rk«imh^«t hkr 
tiikiiig rwltnir htitn it, and ..inii i:’'*' ■ Inking whmr ngwiiwt 
it, iiiiist Iw left til the rfnih'f's insiu; ^h»» Ihtiig »«? 

linvti gntlwmi anti wilt mit fiirgct, 'Iliwt th» thij IJ< 
i« tint, ttiitl tininikiiw in, that thu niRgwl ,Hi»n ,»f ti«». 
jHiwtbr, drilling men hviuffurlh «t Halb, winl in a ihimh w») 
niwlitaliiig tnrtiw «» few ever did, hw" nt» »h*r« In the fuid 
eiulmntmriita that imw (iji. jsiit. »t tWirh 


CHAPTKK V* 

iHltiN vSi r, HKfKKNIMftiy t Sin- A s Tlli 

I*Al.At‘K t sfl AN'Un*. 

'rim Kitiwr'ii tem»r «iid c.nh..nn.'.'.m.-Mt at th® wndtislott 
«f tlw llamiver 'Frmtji, em we «»*, estiwaw. War 
or likely ; witl iKtihittg hut tlie l»Tnifts.;ititt «pri«i m 
Eli*at>«sth Fmiiww to tlepom! on '< >w fueh ftoin tlm 
IWe» j only I'liiiin 111 dwit, invnaion and ftow tWr 

eash wmI thetn ; Whut in to tio don® ? To * mretw tlw |«rid» 
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Ijiifi Mfnv ly## 

of Spain ’ ; to keep alive the h<>lH>s, in Ihat of iwirrv 

ing their Don Carlos, the suppltnucniarv Infinit, f« o»r vliivtt 
Archduchess ; which indeed has set the Sea -Powers «h’f«ulfully 
on fire, but which does leave I’arma anti l*iin'en/a quiet fin- 
the present, and makes the Pragmatic Sam-lion too an ntrair 
of Spam’s own ; this is one resource, t htnigh a poor um- aiul 
a dangerous. Another is, to make alliance witli iinssia, by 
well flattering the poor little brown Czarina thei-e ; hut is ntit 
that a still poorer ? An<I what third is thet-i- ! - 

There is a third worth both the othei-s, could it lat got 
done: To detach Eriedrich Wilhelm from th«»se diingcn.ii-. 
Hanover Confederates, and bring him gently over t<» oiirselvca, 
He has an army of 60,000, in {mrfbct wiuipment, iind money 
to maintain them so. Against «» or for us, —60,000 plus or 
60,000 minus ; — ^that will mean 1 20,000 fighting nmti ; a 
most weighty item in any field there is like to tw. If it He 
in the power of human art, let us gain this wiki irrilatial 
King of Prussia. Dare any henchman of ouw venture to go, 
with honey-cakes, with pattings an<l cajolfrics, nml slip the 
imperial muzzle well round the smmt of that rtiggctl ursine 
animal? An iracund bear, of dangerous proporfions, and 
justly irritated against us at prewnt? Our e.\p('rifm-c«l 
Feldzeugmeister, Ordnance-Master and Diplomatist, CJmf von 
Seckendorf, a conscientious Protestant, nn<l the cunniu,i;f ,( 
men, able to lie to all lengths,— dart* he try it? He l»w 
fought in all quarters of the world ; and li«l in all, whett! 
needful ; and saved money in all : he will try it, and will 
succeed in it too ! ^ 

The Second Act, therefore, of this foolish World- Drama of 
the Double-Maxriage opens, — on the 11 th May 1726, to- 
wards sunset, in the l^abagie of the IJerlin a* w« 

gather from laborious conipari.son of windy Potliiitz with 
other indistinct witnesses of a dreary nature, --in the follow, 
ing manner : 

> Pollnitz, ii. 23S ! Stennei, ili. 544 ; FCrster, ii 59 ; HI, a|s. s|^ 
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rmHfiiiin IVtitjwly hsIm Miutktuf' at the wintkjw ; nothing 
jmfticisliir going on. A mjuittf tnhlt shortiKh .sifclgniy 
tJcntloaiiui, of uuiitery init, j»wt fifty, is strolling over the 
Xhl(>s.~;ji!at--. (s{iiu-iitir< Stjunrt! in fnmt of the FiUaco), con- 
spifinnw nnhil this sparse popnlutioir^ iliwn pensively re- 
erentiiig hiawlf, in tlje yellow sunlight niul long hIkuIowh, as 
(ifler 11 day’s hard Inhatir or tmvel. “Who is that?’ in- 
fjuiros Frualrieh Wilhelm, ste.} tending his tolmtm Cirumkow 
nuHwers mtttioiiHly, after survey : 1 le thinks it must l)e 
Oninanfe- Master Seekendorf ; who was with him to-day; 
iwissing OH rapitily towanls Deimwirk, on husint»» timt will not 
wait,—.* i ii iiet'd t'eld/eugiueisler (irftf von .^seekwidorf, 
wluHti we stanti i»t eum'sptnnienee with, of late, and were 
espirt iiig ahont tliis lime? Whmn we have known at the 
Siege itf Stmlsnmi, nny,e\i-r sinre the Maillnnittigh limes and 
tin* Siege of Meiiin, in war and j«?ru*e; and have always 
reekonnt a solid rojojonahle man and soldier : Why has he 
not eonie to ns ?’ ™* Your Majwtly,’ eonfesswi Ctmmkow, ‘his 
Iniitinejm is so prtwsing ! Itiwinoss In Ihininark will not wait. 
Strkendorf owneti he hwl wane slightly round in his engerness 
to Slat «jur gmnd lleview at 'I'enijailhof the »lay after to- 
morrow ; What soldier would omit the sight (so he was 
jtlenswi to intimate) of soldiering eairieti to the non-plus- 
nUra? ftnl he hopwi to do it tjuite inei.gnito, among the 
general puhtie : -~aiui then to l>i at the gallop again : not 
aide t»» have the honour of {laying his «»urt at this time,’— - 
•Court? A'itrwi«/*«iwr» (N'onM-ie.e) ! * anawtfrs Fri«lrich 
Wlltn till, and oj»«ing Ilia window, l»ei‘koiw Kt^kendorf up, 
with his own royal hea<i ami hand. The eonvemtion of a 
mnn who hati rational seiiM, and muid tell him anything, 
were it only news of foreign {jarts in a mtional manutr, was 
idwayt welrome to IViialrich tVithi Ini. 

Ami so Seckendoif, how nan lie heip it, Is installed in 
the Tal^e; glidw into plowiant crwiveimUoM ttew. A 
raptiv.’ding talkers wild for religion, for the ri|^ls of 
(Jenitfiny apdiitt intro he Fmtdi and others : tadh fitdght, 
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orthodoxy, sense and iiigoiiuily ; jdwHunf la hens ; mill ni! 
with the due quantity of oil, though ho ‘ Ijolh mhiIIIi*'. and 
lisps’; and has priviili-ly, in case of nmi, a riqiiu-ify of 
lying, — for he curiously distills you any lie, in his rcligimis 
alembics, till it beemno toU'rahh* to his conscience, or even 
palatable, as elixirs are; cajiacity of double distilled lying 
probably the greatest of his liay. — Heckendorf assists at the 
grand Review, IRth May witnesses with luif igie d 

admiration the non-plus-ultra of nmiueuveiin",, and, in faet, 
the general maimgement, military and other, of this admtnihle 
King.* Seckendorf, no ijnestion of it, will do his Deiumuk 
business swiftly, then, since yonr iMajesty is pleased so to w ish. 
Seckendorf, sure enough, will retuni swiftly to such a King, 
whose familiar company, vouchsnfctl him i» this noble maimer, 
he likes, — 0 how he likes it ! 

In a week or two, Seckendorf is hack to Berlin ; alteiidv 
his Majesty on the annual Military Tour through l’rett»s<-n ; 
attends him evinywliens heeoming ijuile a neeessnry of life 
to his Majesty ; and does not go away at all Sj-ckentlorf’s 
business, if his Majesty knew it, will not lead him * away ‘ ; 
but lies here on this spot; and is now going on; the magic 
apparatus, Grinnkow the mainspring of it, getting all into 
gear ! Grumkow was once clear for King George and tin* 
Hanover Treaty, having his reasons then; tint now he has 
other reasons, and is clear against those foreign connexioie>. 
‘Ilm, hah — Yes, my estimable, ju-slly [xiwerful Ih-rr von 
Grumkow, here is a little Pension of IbOO dnents |only 
5001. as yet), which the Inj]>erial Mnje.Hty, thinking of 
the service yon may do PruKsia and Gwnmity and him, 
graciously commands mo to present ;-~!mly 500/. by the 
year as yet; but there shall lie no laek of money ‘if we 
prosper ! ’ “ 

And so there arc now two Black-Arlists, of the tirxt qimlitv, 
busy on the unconscious Ericdrich Wiliielm ; and .HwkeiiihHr, 

» riUlnitz, it. 235 i Kassmimn, iip. 367, 3f,s. 

* Fiirster, iii. 233, ajj • see also in. 17J, lai, 157, eie, 
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for the next seven years, will stick to Friedrich Wilhelm like 
his shadow; and fascinate his whole existence and him, as 
few wizards could have done. Friedrich Wilhelm, like- St. 
Paul in Melita, warming his innocent hands at the fire of 
dry branches here kindled for him, — ^what miracle of a 
venomous serpent is this that has fixed itself upon his finger ? 
To Friedrich Wilhelm’s enchanted sense it seems a bird-of- 
paradise, trustfully perching there; but it is of the whip- 
snake kind, or a worse ; and will stick to him tragically, if 
also comically, for years to come. The world has seen the 
comedy of it, and has howled scornful laughter upon Fried- 
rich Wilhelm for it : but there is a tragic side, not so well 
seen into, where tears are due to the poor King ; and to 
certain others horsewhips, and almost gallows-ropes, are due I 
— Yes, had Seckendorf and Grumkow both been well hanged, 
at this stage of the affair, whereby the affair might have 
soon ended on fair terms, it had been welcome to mankind ; 
welcome surely to the present Editor, for one ; such a saving 
to him, of time wasted, of disgust endured ! And indeed it 
is a solacement he has often longed for, in these dreary opera- 
tions of his. But the Fates appointed otherwise; we have 
all to accept our Fate ! — 

Grumkow is sworn to Imperial orthodoxy, then, — ^pro- 
bably the vulpine mind (so to term it) went always rather 
that way, and only his interest the other ; — Grumkow is well 
bribed, supplied for bribing others where needful ; stods 
orthodox now, under peril of his very head. .M things 
have been got distilled into the palatable state, spiritual and 
economic, for oneself and one’s grand Trojan-Horse of a 
Grumkow : and the adventure proceeds apace. Seckendorf 
sits nightly in the Tabagie (a kind of ‘ Smoking Parliament, 
as we shall see anon) ; attends on all promenad^ and jour- 
neys : one of the wisest heads, and so pleasant in discourse, 
he is grown indispensable, and a necessary of life to tm. 
Seckendorf s Biographer computes, ‘he must have ridden, in 
those seven years, continually attending his Majesty, above 
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5,000 German miles,’ ' that is S5,000 English miles ; or a 
trifle more than the length of the I'errestrial Eiiunlor. 

In a month or two,® Seckeiulorf, — sinw Majesty votiehsufes 
to honour us by wishing it, — eontrives to get nominuled 
Kaiser’s Minister at Berlin; unlimited prospects of 'Fahagie, 
and good talk, now opening on Majesty. And iiii[)arti!il 
Grumkow, in Tabagie or wherever we are, cannot but admit, 
now and then, that the Elxeellens? Hcit Graf (htlnnm'e-Ma.ster 
has a deal of reason in what he says about Foroign I’olitics, 
about intrusive French ami other points. ‘ Ilm, Na,’ muses 
Friedrich Wilhelm to hinuself, ‘if the Kaiser had ju»t Iwen 
so lofty on ns in that Heidelberg- I’ndestant aiiair, in the 
Ritter-Dienst business, in those damnetl “ recruiling” brabbles ; 
always a very high-sniffing surly Kaiser to us 1 ’ For in fact 
the Kaiser has, all along, used Friedrich Wilhelm bitterly 
ill ; and contemplates no better usage of him, cxrept in show. 
Usage ? thinks the Kaiser : a big Prussian piece of Cannon, 
whom we wish to enchant over to us ! Did Imhj com- 
plain of her ‘ usage ’ ? — So tlmt the Excellens! and Gnmikow 
have a heavy problem of it ; were they not so diligent, and 
tihe Cannon itself well-disposetl. ‘Those Bliix Ftmmmn 
(blasted French)!’ growls Friedrich Wilhehn sometime*, in 
the Tobacco-Parliament:® for he hates the French, and 
would fain love his Kai.ser ; being German to the hone, and 
of right loyal heart, though counted only a piece of cannon 
by some. For one thing, his Prussian Majesty declines 
signing that Treaty of Hanover a second time ; now when 
the Dutch accede to it, after almost a year’s trouble with 
them, the Prussian Ambassador, singular to observe, ‘has 
no orders to sign ’ ; leaves the English with their Hollarulere 
and Blitz Franzosen to sign by themselves, this time.* ‘ We 

1 Anonymous (SeokendorP.s Grand-Nephew), Vtrsueh dner LthmbmknUmng 

des Fddmarschails Gmfm von Sockmdorf I79a> 1794)^ i 4 

* 13th August 1726 (Preuss, I 37), 

* Forster, iL 12, etc, 

* 9th August 1726. (Boyer, Th PolUkd Stak of Gnat Britain, % mmiUf 
periodical, vol xxxii, p, 77, which k the number for July 17341 
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will wait, we will wait!’ thisiks hin I’niwiau Majf.sty ; > 
‘ Who know« ? ’ 

‘ But then -fulich anti Berg ! ’ urgen he always j * llrihuHiie 
Majesty ami the Blitz l''ratr/.<weu were to weure im* the rever 
,sio» there. 'I’hat was the esHtaBial jahiit ! ‘ For t!»is ttH» 
hlxcclleuz hm a reiiuHly : woi'ks t»ut grarhially a rejnedy from 
heath ttiaiiem, the amiable ilexlnnis man ; ‘ Kaiser will do the 
like, your Majesty ; Kaiser himself will siwure it yon i ' In 
brief, some thix*© months after Seekeiulorfs instalment as 
Kaiser's Minister, not yet live montlm since his apja-iiramc 
in the Behlossplatz that May evening, it is now Iltmting' 
season, and we are at Wuslerhauwn ; Majeisty, hi.s two Blai-k« 
Artists and the jjroja'r satellitos on both sides all there, a 
new and opposite I’mity, in eslreme privney, on the I ‘4th of 
October 1746, is signed at that Mspiestneil Himling ischloss ; 
‘Treaty of Wnsterhuusen ' so'called ; which was om-e very 
famous and mysterions, and caused many wigs to wag. Wigs 
to wag, in those days espicinlly, when kiit»wltd;-’e of it was 
tirst htwl ; the rather as only half know h dg,'' could !«• had of 
it — or can, mourns Drytuahmt, who has still riitlicnUies atstut 
some ‘secret articles’ in the IKa'innent.* (‘ournge, my friend ; 
they are now of no importimce to any twatnre. 

The easential purport of this 'I’ts-aty,* legitde to all eyes, is 
‘That Friedrich Wilhelm silently drops the Hanover 'i’realy 
and Blitz Franzosen ; anti explicitly steps over to the Kaisers 
sidtj ; stipulates to assist tluj Kaiser with m nmiiy thousajul, 
if attacked in Cfcnnany by any Blitz I'Vanzose tir intrusive 
F<»n‘igner whatever. In reltirn ft»r which, the Kaiser, besidi's 
assisting Frussia in the like etna! with a like tpndity tif 
thousand*, engn;',eN. in circuitous chancery 'i’o Im 

helpful, suitd humanly .speaking ellectual, in that griutd tnalltir 
of Juiich and Iterg j — somowbat in tl«? following strain i ** To 
our Tmpiwial mind it dra* ap|H.‘ar the King of rnnssta tias 
manifMt right to the Hucemsion in JUlich and Berg; right 

Biwhiioki f4 m 

* Qwm im iMmm (mhhmt tfci« itcitl iitkitil in 

WU Its « 
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grounded on express Erbvergleich of 1624, not to speak of 
Deeds subsequent : the Imperial mind, as supreme judge of 
such matters in the Reich, will not fail to decide this Cause 
soon and justly, should it come to that. But we hope it 
may take a still better course : for the Imperial mind will 
straightway set about persuading Kur-Pfalz to comply peace- 
ably ; and even undertakes to have something done, that way, 
before six months pass.” ’ ^ 

Humanly speaking, surely the Imperial mind will be eJSPectual 
in the Julich and Berg matter. But it was very necessary to 
use circuitous chancery language, — ^inasmuch as the Imperial 
mind, desirous also to secure Kur-Pfalz’s help in this sore 
crisis, had, about three months ago,^ expressly engaged to 
Kur-Pfalz, That Julich and Berg should not go to Friedrich 
Wilhelm in terms of the old Deed, but to Kur-Pfalz's Cousins 
of Sulzbach, whom the old gentleman (in spite of Deeds) was 
obstinate to prefer! There is no doubt about that fact, 
about that self-devouring pair of facts. To such straits is a 
Kaiser driven when he gets deep into spectre-hunting. 

This is the once famous, now forgotten, ^ Treaty of Wuster- 
hausen, 12th October 1726 which proved so consolatory to 
the Kaiser in that dread crisis of his Spectre-Hunt ; and the 
eifecfcs of which are very visible in this History, if nowhere 
else. It caught-up the Prussian-English Double-Marriage; 
launched it into the huge tide of Imperial Spectre Politics, 
into the awful swaggings and swayings of the Terrestrial Libra 
in general; and nearly broke the heart of several Royal 
persons ; of a memorable Crown-Prince, among others. Which 
last is now, pretty much, its sole claim to be ever mentioned 
again by mankind. As there was no performance, nor an 
intention of any, in that Jiilich-Berg matter, Excellenz Secken- 
dorf had the task henceforth of keeping, by art-magic or the 
preternatural method, — that is, by mere help of Grumkow and 
the Devil, — ^his Prussian Majesty steady to the Kaiser never- 

^ Art. V. in Forster, ubi supra. 

^ Treaty with Kur-Pfalz, i6tli August 1726 (Forster, ii. 71), 
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llu'Uws. Alwiiyw wfll-tiiviilcA from the Kii|j:Hsh especially. 
Which the Mscclhamy Scckcialorf maungwl to do. For six or 
seven yeiun coming ; t>r, in fact, till tliese Spccl;re-flmsinf.s 
ended, or r»m elsewhither for consnmnialion. Slwuly alway.s, 
jealosw of the Fnglish ; someUm<“.s nearly mad, but always 
ready as a primed cajmon : so Fri«trieh Wilhelm wa.s accord- 
ingly m.nnaged to Iw* kept ; his own Household gt»nc almost 

into" delirium ; !m himself looking out, with loyally fierce 
Htu-vey, for atiy Anti-Kaiser War : ‘ When <lo we go off, then ?’ 

though none ever came. And indeed nothing came ; and 
except those tormentH to ytanig Friedrich and othera, it 
was ail Nothing. One of the strangest pieces of Black- Art 
ever done. 

Kxctdlenz Hcckendorf, whom Friedrich Wilhelm so loves, is 
by no means a henitliful man ; far tlse reverse, Bmlily, — aiul 
the spirit coris.spoiids, a slilfdMwiktKl, petrified, stony, in- 
Hcrutahle-haiking, and most miteuiliful old Intriguer. Por- 
traits of Idm, which arc fnapient, tell all one story. The 
brow {Hickcnsl together, in a wide weh of wrinkles from each 
temple, tw if it meant to hiile the hiul pair of eyes, which 
look hu;>|ii('iiin, impiirv, :ippri-hi-nsi<in, habit of donhie-distilled 
mmidacitv ; the indeterminate projei ting chin, with its thick, 
clmjipixi un«i»‘r lip, is shaken out, or shoveti out, in mill-lioppcr 
fiwhion,~-«w if to swallow anything there may be, sjpken 
thing or other, and grind it to profitable metil for itself. 
Spirit mdly la- was an old Soldier let for hire ; an old Int riguer, 
Liar, Idglil. r, what you like. What we may call a human 
Soul standing like a Im.duu y coach, this half-century piwt, with 
heml, tongue, heart, conscience, at the best of a di.scerning 
public anti Its shilling. 

Inhere i» considerable faculty, a certain slift'-necketl strength 
in the old fellow ; in fact, nature hatl iMsen rather kind to 
him; and i*rtain!y his Uncle and (Juardian,— the distin- 
guishetl Seckendorf who did the liktaria Lutha ttnitm!, ». MUkr^ 
and man of gtajd mark, in Knist the Piom of Saxe-Gotha’s 
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time, — ^took pains about bis education. But Nature’s gifts 
have not prospered with him : how could they, in that 
hackney-coach way of life ? Considerable gifts, we say ; 
shrunk into a strange bankruptcy in the development of them. 
A stiff-backed, close-fisted old gentleman, with mill-hopper 
chin, — with puckery much-inquiring eyes, which have never 
discovered any noble path for him in this world. He is a 
strictly orthodox Protestant ; zealous about external points of 
moral conduct ; yet scruples not, for the Kaiser’s shilling, to 
lie with energy to all lengths ; and fight, according to the 
Reichs-Holrath code, for any god or man. He is gone mostly 
to avarice, in these mature years ; ail his various strengths 
turned into strength of grasping. He is now fifty-four; a 
man public in the world, especially since he became the Kaiser’s 
man : but he has served various masters, in various capacities, 
and been in many wars ; — and for the next thirty years we 
shall still occasionally meet him, seldom to our advantage. 

He comes from Anspach originally; and has kindred 
Seckendorfs in office there, old Ritters in that Country. He 
inherited a handsome castle and estate, Meuselwitz, near 
Altenburg in the Thuringen region, from that Uncle, Ernst 
of Saxe-Gotha’s man, whom we spoke of ; and has otherwise 
gained wealth; all which he holds like a vice. Once, at 
Meuselwitz, they say, he and some young secretary, of a 
smartish turn, sat working or conversing, in a large room with 
only one candle to illuminate it : the secretary, snuffing the 
candle, snuffed it out : ^ Pshaw,’ said Seckendorf impatiently, 
^ where did you learn to handle snuffers ? ’ ^ Excellenz, in a 

place where there were two lights kept ! ’ replied the other.^ 
— For the rest, he has a good old Wife at Meuselwitz, who 
is now old, and had never any children ; who loves him much, 
and is much loved by him, it would appear : this is really the 
best fact I ever knew of him, — ^poor bankrupt creature ; gone 
all to spiritual rheumatism, to strict orthodoxy, with unlimited 
mendacity ; and avarice as the general outcome ! Stiff-backed, 

^ Seckendorfs Leben (already cited), i. 4. 
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ekmr-fmlwl nil grnwii ivoaikii m Htimy ; ytd. mmit 

liltk? well of Iniiiiiui Hymjmihv do<*H Ho fnr in Iho interior : i»no 
wi^lion, nftrr iitl {^11100 ho coultl not !m* |i^o! in iimo for 

ii»h to |«>or o!fi Wifo lunt him ! ilo Imlh li^jw 

find HtnifHoH^ m wiw turntionod; wrifon t-unnirndy iimM of 
cloHjintrliw to Priori* Ikigrni*; nrv4*r mvtm^ I hough n inilitiiry 

tmith rxrrpl on grriit ormnioiiM onr onth, Jomi-Wriiv whirh 

ii |ii*rliii{w4 wiitir fliwlMiotr of liln^ 

Paridtih y#oiiiiilM nini tlio of Ihrin, whirh lltr Iknil rnniiot 
pr<);st‘ruto you liir ; whrrrhy nil mmtmiir mini liiw tlir plriimitt* 
of svvi’a.riug, on rhoiiji tmiw. 

I'lriT Piilliiiti'i amiiiiil of Httrkrmlorf m iiiiiwiiiilly riii|iliiitir ; 
iMibbling i*iiiinit« rbm into ii ntrnin of fmijht «-lo<jurnt'(% in- 
ifiirrd by iniligrifitioig on thb topir : db* idTrrtnl < 5 rrmnti 
du\\uriy;Iifiu*v*, to wtiirb hr %vm n. nt.mngrr ; niiii followrih 
iiinirr 11 tlwriifitl nhow of pirly^ nil thr prinrlph-. of Mnrrlhnvrl 
With the iiHwt noniii'l tov*^ of monry he ronihiiiri! boorinh 
tiiiiiinrni* Liri' (of thr kimt rliirfly) ^liiid mi brnniie 

a hiihit with liinn tJoit hr hiu! nttogrthrr hmt notion of rno 
ploying troth in nintndn It wm thr mml of n mmrt\ inhabit- 
ing now the bmly of a war t’Hptain, now tnur.nug.rfif Jng into 
tlmt of II InicliJitrr, Inilw* oiith'>i| unit thr filN«niniilih*Ht tmne* 
ntwiw* cohI him n<iflun;;, wi Inn ohjnl inighl tat mirh«l. He 
wiw iiiim*rly with Inn tnrin Init hivinh with Im MiiMtrPi iiioney ; 
cliiily he giivr nowt ulriking prmifa of liotJi th«? hahiti«le«* 
Afirl tliin mm the tmm wlioiti we iiaw» for a ipiier of time* at 
the Iwiil of the Kiiber'i anti at the hehn of tlie Hliite 

find of tlie Cieriiiiiit I*4ripire%'* done the Frnwitin 

iiilkir wi well 

91 iii 4 riiriiiiiig old Cirnllrinain to did,r frtmt the fiiitnmii tif 
It 261 niiiy he iiikl to have taken por*!ii»?i^ion of Frimlricli 
Wdihrhu i to lifivr gornt into hinn Cirintikow and liti »« two 
derili woitld liavr doiit in the old itdrariiloii» tliiitti : find# In 
nifitiy it WIW llttiy, not the imndnai |irfi|irirt0ri that 

tired Fritclrlrlt Wilhrimk life. Fur the next i«vtti ymi», a 

* II iji, 
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figure went about, not doubting it was Friedrich Wilhelm ; 
but it was in reality Seckendorf-and-Grumkow much more. 
These two, conjuror and his man, both invisible, have caught 
their royal wild Bear; got a rope round his muzzle; — and so 
dance him about; now terrifying, now exhilarating all the 
market by the pranks he plays ! Grumkow, a very Macchiavel 
after his sort, knew the nature of the royal animal as no other 
did. Grumkow, purchased by his Pension of 500?., is dog- 
cheap at the money, as Seckendorf often urges at Vienna, Is 
he not ? And they add a touch of extraordinary gift now and 
then, 40,000 florins (4,000Z.) on one occasion : ^ for ^ Grumkow 
dienet ehrlich (serves honourably),’ urges Seckendorf ; and again, 
‘ If anybody deserves favour ’ (Gnade^ meaning extra pay), ‘ it 
is this gentleman ; ’ — waTirlich ! Purchased Grumkow has 
ample money at command, to purchase other people needed ; 
and does purchase ; so that all things and persons can be 
falsified and enchanted, as need is. By and by it has got so 
far, that Friedrich Wilhelm’s Ambassador at London maintains 
a cipher - correspondence with Grumkow ; and writes to 
Friedrich Wilhelm, not what is passing in city or court there^ 
but what Grumkow wishes Friedrich Wilhelm to think is 
passing. 

Of insinuations, by assent or contradiction, potent if you 
know the nature of the beast ; of these we need not speak. 
Tabaks-Collegium has become a workshop : — ^human nature 
can fancy it i Nay, human nature can still read it in the 
British State-Paper OflBce, to boundless stupendous extent ; — 
but ought mostly to suppress it when read. ^ 

This is a very strange part of Friedrich Wilhelm’s history ; 
and has caused much wonder in the world: Wilhelmina’s 
Book rather aggravating than assuaging that feeling, on the 
part of intelligent readers. A Book written long afterwards, 
from her recollections, from her own oblique point of view ; 
in a beautifully shrill humour ; running, not unnaturally, into 
^ In 1732 : Forster, iii, 232 . 
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CiiiifiiHiH'! i*xag|,^tn‘a!itnis iiiiii thjstiniitnm of all kiiui'% Not 
iiHauliiricnialy writ tea any wlim% yat, I'mintHnialy f \ vr\ w !h 
W illu'lniitia hiul m> kiiowltnlga of tho inagira! lonrhinrry tliat 
mm at work ; sho viigyoly <inimk<n¥ atiil Hr^knaiorf ; 

hilt ctoea not in tlio iiiiut oxplo’.looH of Papa,, that two 

iliwila have got into l^tpa, antt are ihhng the iniHrloof. Tritsf ^ 
ing to iiieinory alone, hlte iio.HtlateN, iiii^»ta{ieH, ; 

jiittihlc« all iliiiigH tojrvv^ t urvy ; ih'ing, on the w7iol<% an 
iiiiiige of affidrii wldrli i« alf<»g^rtl'u*r ohIti|ia% ili?4orii!eii, 
exaggerative ; aiai wliicli, i« hnei provcm iiniiitelligihlr, if ynii 
try to OTOiilnMi it into a fuel «^r lliitig dime. \t*i 
IIiiiiiiiii Narrative, in that wide waxle of iiteri4y IVditiil 
Matiralering^, m of great worth to m. A gm*ii tree, a leafy 
grove, better or worxe, m the wolderneaH of deinl l>oiieH nod 

mmdi'" how weleoiiie! Many idher Hooka have hi'en writ ten 

on the matter; hut thesi*, to iny <*xperirnr(\ «,m!y darken it 
more iind mon?* Pull W’ilhrluhna the you eitii ; 

dixiuet a twentydive or mnnetiineH even a aeveiifydive |M*r «iit, 
from the exnggrrailvt* portions of her aiaiemeni ; you will lirid 
her alwiiyi true, Ineid, rhunuingly human ; ami t>y far the hvs^i 
authority on lhi» part of her IlrothePa liintory* Stair l^ipinv. 
to jiome extent have ahii hwn prinUHl on the iiiaiter ; find of 
written State4*ajier^, herti in !‘'4tghnid iind eii^ewhere, thii 
liditor ha» hud mwernl luiudnsl wt‘i|.dil> di^tilhxl for Itiiii : 
hut exeept m ligliti hung out over Wilhehniiia, iiottiiiig yet 
known, of pilhlkhixl or mamtseripf, mn tl« rrgnntrd iix goml 
for nnteln 

0 IIvHA-eus, titlil one lint M'wn hoot«, to get iirriw^ 

that inane country, a ho-ttoinhw whirljuml of dn?»l and role-^ 
wehi in miiiiy placita where, at any rate, we Imd nu little to 
do t Eliicidiitingi reetifying, painfuliy eonirnaling, rniup,tu-lug» 
kt Wi try to workniut ioiiie eimeeivtdik pktiiw? of thi'’. •■trang*^ 
Iiuj-annal Afiieil mi& uk.mi and get ottr wiifortiiiiiitt 

(Irowii-Frince, and ciitr unfortiiniite mbm^ alive tli«iiigli it. 
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CHAPTER Vn 

TOBACCO- I’A K 1 -1 A M KN'T 

In these distressing juiioLnres, it may cheer the reader’s 
spirits, and will tend to explain for him what is coming, if w© 
glance a little into the Priwlrich-Wiliichn Tahttffie (Talmks- 
Collegkm or Smoking College), more worthy to be called 
Tobacco-Pai’liament, of which tliere have alnawly been inci- 
dental notices. Far too remarkable an Institution of the 
country to be overlooked by us here. 

Friedrich Wilhelm, though an absolute Monarch, Atm not 
dream of governing without Law, still leas without Justim, 
which he knows well to be the one basis for him and for all 
Kings and men. His life-effort, pro.secuted in a grand, 
unconscious, unvarying and instinctive way, may be dein«i 
rather as the effort to fmd-out everywhen; in hi.s affairs what 
was justice; to make rc'gulations, laws in conformity with 
that, and to guide himself and his Prussia rigordiisly l>y tluwe. 
Truly he is not of constitutional turn ; caies little about the 
wigs and formalities of justice, pressing on so fiercely towanis 
the essence and fact of it ; he has been known to t«r asunder 
the wigs and formalities, in a notably impatii-nt manner, when 
they stood between him and the fact. But Prussia has its 
Laws withal, tolerably abundant, tolerably fixed and suprejue : 
and the meanest Prussian man that could find out a definite 
Law, coming athwart Friedrich Wilhelm’s wrath, would check 
Friedrich Wilhelm in mid-volley, -or hope with good ground 
to do it. Hope, we say ; for the King is in his own and his 
people’s eyes, to some indefinite extent, always himself the 
supreme ultimate Interpreter, and grand living codex, of tlw 
Laws, — always to some indefinite extent and tliere remains 
for a subject man nothing but the appeal to PhiUp mAer, hi 
some rash cases ! On the whole, however, Frieiirich Wilhelm 



7.1 


CHAP. VII. j TO n A !* A It M A M K NT 

tiv IH» ft Iiii^tiw M*ii*iir4’!i ; iuir nrt* PriisHiftii?* 

$lmm tiy tiny : tliry iin*^ |iiitirn<, hrnrlril^ siitijiTt 

iiitis, with II rtiii^hlrmhti? ijiiiintity nf pidiritl liri% it'rry 
well iwrrnl in; j>f^'Ar,ri!rcl fnim idb rs[M<»'.;«»£r., fininwl In 
II ii,v|)tHiful tiiiii in hnhi Ihrir riN 

iiiiicli Hi jfti%si!'iti\ 

Friwirirli Wilh* -hn hm iint fht* hwt ^liinhiw cif ft C'ltii^fitit 
tMlliiil fiirliriiiiriit* tiiir i^vrii ii FrivV'rnuinil, m wr 
it; !ii« I'Hiiig in griinml tinw Tinrli* t<i rrgi»ti?r iiiirl 

txitftjifi wliiit hit litiii iijniti ; liiil liti iiiitl 

Itii Talniks' (VAvv'hi'?'?, Hiiifikiiig 

Tiiim^ht wtiirh hm iiiiitir mt iiHiitls iwint in tint wnrlih ftiiil 
wlikli* in » riiitg}i initiiriil wiiy^ itfrnpli. liiiii lliit nf i 
Fftrliiiiii«?iit» nil iiiciit rliwifi tiTWit niiil withmit liir fVirinitiiililr* 
iittiidmi tn llmt Itiinl nf Itiilitnlinin A 
r«!iir«i t« it.i r\}Mv-,- 4 uu, iimh instriitl nf 

IVrHfiiurnt/u'y rhM|utTirr, prtuulfr! with Ilnlrli rl»yjn|ii% iiml 
tolmiftni : mi wt* niiiv ilnfiiir Ihh 'rihitgir nf Fririirirh 

Willu*lnr», 

Tiiliftgk» went! mil iiiiriimnmn mimiig lirrimiti Htivrrtngii»» 
<if thilt l» lit lliimivrr limt hin SnHn.iny; 

riHiiiit Mil blinking Pit.rt.y nii mi ifvitnlng ; uml ti'im 

Hi Liimltmt w wit mmik«l nigiilly* wwitiiig tii« 

mjiil thrmk with tliiii in immmm cif liin f«it iiiil 

«if liii liiari Mtslri»^» if tlitw wtm im nthtr rmtijwiny, 

Tc>t;itrcOi= liy Hit Hw«li*h wlilitw In Ifit *fhirty« 

Ytmri Wftr» wiy wiiiw; m tvtii liy Hit 

ill tilt Ilciliirriiiiii nr Fiiliitiiittlt fo’jmmhir- nf miitl Wnr* 

my nllitw i~4iiiii4iw^ wtri! nhnwn ititniu wiw ♦iitl.ttr.l.-i’.lirHfh. 

ftd0|itel hf tilt ikmnmt pnpulHlinir-, iiiiig ill w'mit «if iticli 

an artlcifi; fitiil Imi chnit ittipurtsin!. nniltifariiiiw fttartltiiit 

In that entiiitri iiftr sitim lAir truly, in Mnwiity, 

aiifi all ckifiartmeiiti nf tlwir anti 

ftffiiiW', w« may tfm« ihi gmal aiiii Iwi, t« 

ttib tky* 

Initttiiwi gmirnilly Iwi | p^ifiratory but t»ff, 
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you in idle cloudy dreams; — still worse, promoting oont{iomt« 
among the palpably chaotic and discompo.s<-d ; soothing all 
things into lazy peace ; that all things may be left to t, hem- 
selves very much, and to the laws of gravity and tlfcomposilion. 
Whereby German affaira are come to Imj grt'atly o\'frgrowti 
with funguses in our Time; and give syttiploms of <lrv and of 
wet rot, wherever handled. 

George i., we say, had his Tahagie; imd <jthiT <»erman 
Sovereigns had: but none of them tnnswl it to a Political 
Institution, as Friedrich Wilhtdm did. The thrifty man ; 
finding it would serve in that ea}>acity withal. lie had taken 
it up as a commonplace solace an<l ammseinent : it is a rewartl 
for doing strenuously the day’s heavy lalmnrs, to wimi them 
up in this manner, in quiet society of friendly human face*, 
into a contemplative smokc-eatiopy, slowly sjm>ading into the 
realm of sleep and its dreams. Friedrich Wilhelm was a man 
of habitudes ; his evening Tahagie became a law of Nature to 
him, constant as the setting of the sun. Favourable ciraun- 
stances, quietly noticed and laid hold of by the thriRy ntan, 
developed this simple evening arnuigcmcnt of his into a sort 
of Smoking Parliament, small hut powerful, where State- 
consultations, in a fitful informal way, took pb«*e; aiul tlio 
weightiest affairs might, by dextrous manng<>incnt, cunning 
insinuation and mameuvering frouj those that undewtmKl the 
art and the place, be bent this way or that, and rijanictl 
towards such issue as was desirable. 

To ascertain what the tnic course in K'gartl to this or the 
other high matter will l)e ; what the public will think of it ; 
and, in short, what and how the Kx(Hmtivc.Royid shall tk 
therein: this, the essential function of a Pnrliament and 
Privy-Council, was here, by artless cheap tnethmls, under the 
bidding of mere Nature, multifariously <!one ; mere taciturnity 
and sedative smoke making the moat of what natuml intellect 
there might be. Ibe substitution of Tobacco-smoke for 
Parliamentary eloquence is, by some, held to Ins a great 
improvement. Here is Smelfungus’s opinion, quaintly ex« 
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jiri*»rti, iiitii n in it, iilurh |H*rhn|w in nut all 

jny ' 

i* tilt* tnw in imr f%tirii|*riiti iitii!iiif*r#, 

fiit*ii fftn nil •siilriif Ingrltim' nnhmtmnuvui^ adtil fin iiimi 

lintiiiil in s|ii«»k Pint wnr4 llnin In* mimilly vrMliil«ly |?«l In 
Kiiv» mltit^f I'Hiiry nniti i*» sikmI #ni|iniir4l !*y tlif liiws nl 

liiiiifiMri, ftlM'l iH'rn *»f |»tn'«r»iiiil rii%is tn feliuil itiiil i^nint J ttt ill 

In IhiIiI lin* |iriP''n «iiii| iiikn In hm |n|*tt i|i*^ iii»tiini Iip hm 

hh rlnnu'n tn Imir* mtf. '11»0 nf wlilrli 

itiliiliiri* |iriiri4fi^, if itilriiiUirHl iuln I 'nn^uiutinniil miglil 

#vif|iptilly W liiralriilftltln. H'ln nf ultnl lillln liiii'slinrt «iirl ifini^lit 

llt»r« i*t in r»«i« : *0 nlmll nr rwi nnlliitig nmv» «i$| nf wiy 
l^rtiwiii^ut ; »«*l nwIntiWi |f*^nlty -rkrllying Inismi- 

'Wtinl# {W ihp tmun w;i4l «ipn iiifi|j* wtti tlin ulr hppi 

gfwi)* Itin In « mmifi'Hnti *»f »|}ri*rti, mirrly ^hm lilifti»!i 

irit#!li*rl mul thp hp»l rimnrn lln^y run hn\p, IWl rluiitrift, 

of ilw Wfiwt rlimirr' iil |irrwnil : wh mn, hH too, rinliirn Inofii 

til ulloiifit III miy timmum } W In* it- III tif4ivrr inrii it mii libloniri* 
ttiililmir# of Oriiiiiry* ninlrr iW ^mtuhnl Kfiiuntii urn 

rtnikiiin t«i nurnrlnw Itlwllnif (Urn liiily) fmiii iiwiitli wnl tnowf 

^iitl III «ur ilnypt E 

llitu sm tin? Ctruinkiiw.oiiti-Srrkiiiilnrf rliirf 

fk?lii Cif iirtitiin Tfim'* twii in-nttfun-n iiliilrriiiitiKl thuini!|;!ilv 
till* iiiitiirr Ilf till? Erii^iiiiiii *riiiitirrn>!*#i,rfiiittiriii ; Inn'r 
tli« itmtiitinim nf it In tlin iiicmI mirimU* rriiiiiiv ■: iin Kiigli«ti 

WhipjKn in <»r fl4x}Mi>int l*rfiui«‘r knnwn bis Ht. Hlrphwi** 
l»tU?r, i»r ht*w tw Isntrh m »H*iMun» in tlmf iliin hat ubwimt. 
By hint, by inmmuhij by rnnf.nijifntivf sitialtt*, »j»«wh ntnl 
farlnmmnw tc» «jK‘Bk ; aftnn liKiking ««w^ wwy kikI rawing 
ftnotinr, tiny mn tnitrb tin' wrint njningw, find gtiidr in n. 

fitirjni-'iiig maiuK'r ihr big (langfjoii': Kirt’xhiji (far »Htii nrry 

Stttte-l’ttrliawjcnt t») tawfirdu tbf Imvi'ii Ibrv int«i«l far it. 
Mott «l«fxtratw lb(irUttn»fnt m»n {Sinakt* ■ Biifliiiinunt) j w 
W&lpok, im or iniinorbU Pitt, i'‘ir»t or Miwoml, !• 

cleverer in rurltHmintfiry l-or tbcir !>1r.-;.btj», 

though smaller Umn the Britisli, is very tlaiigwroiw withal. 
Ixfok at this, for instani’® : Hei'kimdoif, one evening, fiur 
contrary to his wont, whicli wa* jfrosfrnff r*»f»«rt in easy 
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forms, and always judicious submission of one^^s own weaker 
judgment, towards his Majesty, — ^has got into some difficult 
defence of the Kaiser ; defence very difficult, or in reality 
impossible. The cautious man is flustered by the intricacies 
of his position, by his Majesty’s indignant counter-volleys, and 
the perilous necessity there is to do the impossible on the 
spur of the instant ; — ^gets into emphasis, answers his Majesty’s 
volcanic fire by incipient heat of his own ; and, in short, 
seems in danger of forgetting himself, and kindling the 
Tobacco-Parliament into a mere conflagration. That will be 
an issue for us ! And yet who dare interfere ? Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s words, in high clangorous metallic plangency, and 
the pathos of a lion raised by anger into song, fall hotter and 
hotter ; Seckendorf s puckered brow is growing of slate-colour ; 
his shelf-lip, shutting violently, lisps and snuffles mere uncon- 
ciliatory matter : — ^What on earth will become of us ? — 
^ Hoorn ! Boom 1’ dextrous Grumkow has drawn a Humming- 
top from his pocket, and suddenly sent it spinning. There it 
hums and caracoles, through the bottles and glasses ; reckless 
what dangerous breakage and spilth it may occasion. Fried- 
rich Wilhelm looked aside to it indignantly. ‘ What is 
that ? ’ inquired he, in metallic tone still high. ‘ Pooh, a toy 
I bought for the little Prince August, your Majesty : am only 
trying it I ’ His Majesty understood the hint, Seckendorf still 
better; and a jolly touch of laughter, on both sides, brought 
the matter back into the safe tobacco-clouds again.^ 

This Smoking Parliament or Tahalts- Collegium of his 
Prussian Majesty was a thing much talked of in the world < 
but till Seckendorf and Grumkow started their grand opera- 
tions there, its proceedings are not on record ; nor indeed till 
then had its political or parliamentary function become so 
decidedly evident. It was originally a simple Smoking-Club ; 
got together on best of Nature, without ulterior intentions : 
— ^thus English Parliameuta themselves are understood to 
have been, in the old Norman time, mere royal Christmas- 
^ Forster, ii no. 
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wills siiiturisl or parin/iui}; King 

wiil Nis'bk*« tnwiling tlirr^nipun, mnl wlint wi.Hcsl. eonHultalinn 
(*on<*<*raiiip^- tin* nrilinniH Ihingn ssf l!sn rs^nlsii the rimiiiiHiiincn» 
giivf rim* Siirli pnrii*yisigi 4 or rsinHidtntksnH^ rilwiijH two 
ill isiiinlii’r in ri'gnrst to ovnry nnitt«*r^ it wonki w> 4 iin nr «»vnn 
tliiw ; tsin* mikniv niir driiisk^ n,iid isnn jiint iiftin* lining dmitk, 
proMtip; of iMilmiit* mnwirn in prisrlUT, grnw tn lit* fiirliti" 
iiiniili with stH tliiw ri*iwiingH, nint what nnl. 

A Sinulung' n-tHutu wUli wiHHlnn fnrsiiiyrt% wnrau mippnmv 
in i*iirh iif hii 4 Mfijtmiy'n rnyiil FalniWi wiw m*l iijiart for 
Ihiii nvittiiiig m*rvirt% tiiiii bstminct tht 'lalingk? of Itin- 
A "riit'iiigin-rncnsi in llse Ifcrliis Schlansi^ iinsitJinr in llitt 
cliiiti, if tilt* riri'rnnt! hail any knnwlnlgr, rnnki «lilt lie {Hiinleil 
lint lint; the 'rtiliami ./li/r# that art* n!inwn a« Frietlrirh 
WilUfliuV ill the Kumikammtr or Mnmnnn of IterliiSi j'lijam 
whirls no rat Iona! Hsnoker, not ('oiapi'll<*<l to it» wotikt have 
iSirth. tiwakrit jin*t tlouht m tti the rirrronim ; aisti you Irarr 
tlitf Loratily tif ihr 'lahngio ii thing ronjertiiml In iiisnnirr 
at Ikilmltnti iintl in ronntry Hstnatioitit^^ "fahagir ronk! 
!ie liekt urnlrr a irnt : wit rHpn*w»ty kiso%i%, hin Majesty hctki 
l"iihiigii! at WiiitlrrliauHtai nightly on the Sb‘jm of lint big 
Foiisiliiiin in the Outer Cknirt there. InHiitiig frtnn Winilitr- 
liatimtii SrhIiH,i^i lunl ita lit I In rlijijiwi linilrnu^ hy tin* wentrrii 
akii?; iwfisiig tin* m*iitrkm, hrklgt* am! blark clttrh, with lirii 
imglr»i virioiw bhirk brans, you roniif ii|iois llio royal 
Tiibfigsit of Wimtitrliaitmas ; rovortHl by an awiiiiig, I nhoiilcl 
think; trialing forth ilii liila of sinolr-^haaf''., anil ita hum 
of itiiiiiiiii talk, sitio the wiik* (m^ roiiiwl. Any rtHiiii 

tliiit mm liirgr enougln asnl hml hrigisi of roiling, and iiir« 
rirriiltitloii iitid no rliilli-fsirniturri woukt ilo : and in 
Fiitnet ii oiioi or mmv than 0111% that hat la*rn lixiil iijMiii 
iiimI flttei out for tlint olijrrt. 

A high Iiirgi! Itooiiu iii the l*kigrfO-in‘;'^ (snottJy worlltli^i) 
giro it Ui ; eciiitoiitta! aalnmiitt huiimis ligiiWi a dcimm or no 
of tlieiiSt sitting rmiitdl a large long Tiilsir, fiirtiiiiliial for the 
mmiof'i ; long IJiiteli |ii|i© in the iiiowtii of tarli ttiaii ; 
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supplies of knaster easily accessible ; small pan of burning 
peat, in the Dutch fashion (sandy native charcoal, which 
burns slowly without smoke), is at your left hand.; at your 
right a jug, which I find to consist of excellent thin bitter 
beer. Other costlier materials for drinking, if you want such, 
are not beyond reach. On side-tables stand wholesome cold- 
meats, royal rounds of beef not wanting, with bread thinly 
sliced and buttered : in a rustic but neat and abundant way, 
such innocent accommodations, narcotic or nutritious, gaseous, 
fluid and solid, as human nature, bent on contemplation and 
an evening lounge, can require. Perfect equality is to be the 
rule; no rising, or notice taken, when anybody enters or 
leaves. Let the entering man take his place and pipe, with- 
out obligatory remarks : if he cannot smoke, which is Secken- 
dorTs case for instance, let him at least affect to do so, and 
not ruffle the established stream of things. And so, Puff, 
slowly Pff ! — and any comfortable speech that is in you ; or 
none, if you authentically have not any. 

♦ Old official gentlemen, military for most part ; Grumkow, 
Derschau, Old Dessauer (when at hand), Seckendorf, old 
General Flans (rugged Platt-Deutsch specimen, capable of 
locadilh or backgammon, capable of rough slashes of sarcasm 
when he opens his old beard for speech) : these, and the like 
of these, intimate confidants of the King, men who could 
speak a little, or who could be socially silent otherwise, — 
seem to have been the staple of the Institution. Strangers 
of mark, who happened to be passing, were occasional guests ; 
Ginckel the Dutch Ambassador, though foreign like Secken- 
dorf, was well seen there ; garrulous Pollnitz, who has 
wandered over all the world, had a standing invitation. 
Kings, high Princes on visit, were sure to have the honour. 
The Crown-Prince, now and afterwards, was often present ; 
oftener than he liked, — ^in such an atmosphere, in such an 
element. ^ The little Princes were all wont to come in,’ 
doffing their bits of triangular hats, « and did Papa good- 
night. One of the old Generals would sometimes put them 
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through their exercise ; and the little creatures were unwilling 
to go away to bed.’ 

In such Assemblage, when business of importance, foreign 
or domestic, was not occupying the royal thoughts, — the 
Talk, we can believe, was rambling and multifarious : the 
day’s hunting, if at Wusterhausen ; the day’s news, if at 
Berlin or Potsdam; old reminiscences, too, I can fancy, 
turning up, and talk, even in Seckendorf’s own time, about 
Siege of Menin (where your Majesty first did me the honour 
of some notice). Siege of Stralsund, and — duly on September 
11th at least — ^Malplaquet, with Marlborough and Eugene: 
what Marlborough said, looked : and especially Lottum, late 
Feldmarschall Lottum ; ^ and how the Prussian Infantry held 
firm, like a wall of rocks, when the horse were swept away, — 
rocks highly volcanic, and capable of rolling forward too ; 
and ‘ how a certain Adjutant ’ (Derschau smokes harder, and 
blushes brown) ‘ snatched poor Tettau on his back, bleeding 
to death, amid the iron whirlwinds, and brought him out of 
shot-range.’ ^ ‘ Hm, na, such a Day, that, Herr Feldzeug- 
meister, as we shall not see again till the Last of the Days ! ’ 

Failing talk, there were Newspapers in abundance ; scraggy 
Dutch Courants, Journals of the Rhine, FamaSy Frankfurt 
Zeitungs; with which his Majesty exuberantly supplied him- 
self ; — ^being willing to know what was passing in the high 
places of the world, or even what in the dark snuffy Editor’s 
thoughts was passing. This kind of matter, as some picture 
of the actual hour, his Majesty liked to have read to him, 
even during mealtime. Some subordinate character, with 
clear windpipe, — all the better too, if he be a book-man, 
cognisant of History, Geography, and can explain everything, 
— ^usually reads the Newspaper from some high\seat behind 
backs, while his Majesty and Household dine. ^The same 

^ Died 1719. 

* Miliiair-Lexikm, iv. 78, § Major-General von Tettau, and i. 348, 
§ Derschau. This was the beginning of Derschau’s favour with Friedrich 
Wilhelm, who had witnessed this piece of faithful work. 
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subordinate personage may be worth his place in the Tabagie, 
should his function happen to prove necessary there. Even 
book-men, though generally pedants and mere bags of wind 
and folly, are good for something, more especially if rich 
mines of quizzability turn out to be workable in them. 


Of Gundlmg^ and the Literary Men in Tobacco-Parliament 

Friedrich Wilhelm had, in succession or sometimes simul- 
taneously, a number of such Nondescripts, to read his News- 
papers and season his Tabagie; — ^last evanescent phasis of 
the old Court-Fool species ; — ^who form a noticeable feature 
of his environment. One very famous literary gentleman of 
this description, who distanced every competitor, in the 
Tabagie and elsewhere, for serving his Majesty’s occasions, was 
Jakob Paul Gundling; a name still laughingly remembered 
among the Prussian People. Gundling was a Country- 
Clergyman’s son, of the Numberg quarter; had studied, 
carrying off the honours, in various Universities ; had read, 
or turned over, whole cartloads of wise and foolish Books 
(gravitating, I fear, towards the latter kind) ; had gone the 
Grand Tour as travelling tutor, ^ as companion to an English 
gentleman.’ He had seen courts, perhaps camps, at lowest 
cities and inns; knew in a manner, practically and theo-- 
retically, all things, and had published multifarious Books of 
his own.^ The sublime long-eared erudition of the man was 
not to be contested ; manifest to everybody ; thrice and four 
times manifest to himself, in the first place. 

In the course of his roamings, and grand and little tours, 
he had come to Berlin in old Eng Friedrich’s time; had 
thrown powder in the eyes of men there, and been appointed 
to Professorships in the Ritter- Academy, to Chief-Heraldships, 

Historiographer Royal,’ and perhaps other honours and 
emoluments. The whole of which were cut-down by the 

^ List of them, Twenty-one in number, mostly on learned Antiquarian sub- 
jects, — in Forster, ii. 255, 256. 
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ruthless scythe of Fric<h'U'l» Willu-Im, rulhlosHly uunving his 
field cleur, in the jjmmier we saw at his AccesHiou. Whereby 
learned graiidiIo<iiu‘iit (Jundling, much mhlicted to lajiior by 
this time, and turning the corner of forty, saw himstrlf cast 
forth into the general wilderness ; that is to say, walking the 
streets of Berlin, witli no rc‘.s(jur«*s hut what lay within Itim- 
self and his own hungry skin. Much given to H<juor too. 
How he lived, for a year or two after this, enulifc pen and 
braggart tongue his only le-simna-s, were tragical to say. 
At length a famous 'ravem-k<‘ej)cr, the * Pdkr-IImx 

(Ix^-ipzig Kiil-C'ow, or Jtohtmm-Jwk), as thtiy call him, 
finding what a dungeon of erudite talk this (Inndling was, atid 
how gentlemen got entertaimal by him, gave Gumlling the run 
of hi.s Tavern (or, I fear, only a scat in tht* drinking room') ; 
ai»d it was here that <5eneral (Irumkow foiHjd him, talking 
big, ajid disserting <li- m/mi «'i7n7<, to the ancient Berlin gentle* 
men over their cups. 

A very Dictionary of a man ; who knows, in a nwnner, all 
things ; and is by no meatjs ignoratd that he knows them : 
Would not this man suit his Majesty ? thought (Inmikow ; 
and brought him to Majesty, to read tl»e Kcvvf.j).-)pt rs and 
explain everylhing. Date is not given, or hintwl at; but 
incidentally we find (iundling in full blast ' in the year 
1718’;* and wnclude his instalment was a year or two 
before. Gtmdling came to his Majesty from the 'laproom of 
Boisterous-Jack ; read the N»;wspapt i-.. ami espluim tl every- 
thing: such a DicHon.*irv'in br<-trbe.s (imich given to Ikpmr) 
as his Majesty had got, was never m*n Iwfore. Working 
into the man, his Majesty, who ha<f a great taste f«»r such 
things, discovered in him such mini» of «-oiI*gc.!<*ariiiiig, 
courl-leanung, without end; self tone<it, and depth of appe. 
tite, not less considerable : in fine, sudi C’haotic Blockheadism 
with to® <»nsc!ou8n«# of being Wistlom, as was wondrous to 
behold,"— as filled his Maj<»ty* tv.pt'rially, with laughter a»id 
joyful amazement. Here are mines of native Barktiws Mtd 
‘ Van Loen, A'Wim 1. *oi (clUd la Fiwitef, i tSo). 

vot» n. r 
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Human Stupidity, capable of being inatlc to phospluirtwct* hsmI 
effervesce, — are there not, your Majesty ? Oniniwieut (Jimd- 
ling was a prime resource in the Talwgie, for many years to 
come. Man with subliujcr ntovm of long cared I.<*ar»ijig 
and Omniscience; man nmre destitute of Mother-wit, was 
nowhere to be met with. A man, bankrupt of Mother-wit ; '~ 
who has squandered any poor Mother-wit he hiui in the 
process of ac(iuiriug his sublime loug eaosl (hnuiscienre ; 
and has retained only depth of appetite, appetite for 
liquor among other things, as the coiwummatian and txAtoni- 
less cesspool of appetites ; — is not this a discoviTv we have 
made, in Boisterous-Jack’s, your Majesty ! 

The man was an Eldormlo for the {jeeuliar tpu’zzhig 
humour of his Majesty ; who took immense delight in work- 
ing him, when occasion served. In the firat years, he had to 
attend his Majesty on all occasions of amusement; if you 
invite his Majesty to dinner, Gumlling too must lie of the 
party. Daily, otherwise, Guiulling was at the 'I'abagie ; 
getting drunk, if nothing bettor. Vein after vein, rich in 
broad fun (very brotul and Brohdingnaginii, such m «nit» 
there), is discovered in him ; witljout wit himself, hut innch 
the cause of wit. None oftener shook the 'ralmgk; with 
inextinguishable Hahas: daily, by stimng into him, you 
could wrinkle the Tabagie into grim ra<lian«‘ of banter and 
silent grins. 

He wore sublime clothes: Friwlrich W’ilhelui, wiioin we saw 
dress-up his I'egiinental Hcav<>nger-Ex«uti»n<‘rH in h’«ncl> 
costume, for Count Rothenhurg’s behoof, njtule haste to load 
Gundling with Hathships, ICammerhermhips, Title* such a« 
fools covet ; — gave him tolerable {jensions to«j, }»or devil, and 
even functions, if they were of the iniagluarv or big insig- 
nificant sort. Above all things, his Majesty dresw! him, as 
the pink of fortunate ambitious courtiers. Sufwrfino scarlet 
coat, gold button-boles, black-vcivet facings wjd tinl»r«ideri« 
without end : ' steaw-coloured breeches ; red silk stocking*,’ 
with probably blue clocks to them, ‘ and shoes with nai 
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heels’: on his lennuHl head sat an inmienst* eloiid periwiir of 
white goat’s-hair (the man now growing towards ti%) ; in the 
hat a red feather :~in this guise he walktsl the Hl,i%‘uts, the 
gold Key of jfimnmerhar ((^hainherlain) emispii-uou.sly hang- 
ing at his eoat-hreast ; and looked proudly down upon the 
world, whoji sober. Alas, he was often not .ssduT; and fiends 
in human shape were ready etiough to take adviiulage of his 
unguarded situation. No man sufiertHl ruder (arriiig-and- 
fi'athering ; — and his only comfort wtts his bane wjtlial, that 
he had, tinder such eondilions, the use of the royal cellars, 
and couhl always coimtuwid good liquor there, 

His illustrious scarlet coat, by hnnhiings in the ditch, soon 
got dirty to a degreti ; ami exjiosed him to the biting censures 
of his Majesty, anxious for the rt'speetahilily of his llofraths. 
One day, two wicked (’aj)tains, finding him prostraU* in some 
lone place, cut off his Kammerherr AV// 1 ami privately gave it 
to his Majesty. Majesty, in 'faljagie, notices tiundling's coat- 
breast : ‘ Where is your Key, then, Ilerr Kammerherr ?’ * ilm, 
hair— -unfortunately lost it, llnxi Majesliit!’ — 'I/wt it, say 
you?’ and his Majesty looks dreadfully grave. ‘Key lost?’ 
thinks Talragie, grave Seckendorf indmhxl ; ^ Jitmt hUit, that 
is something serious I ’ * As if a Soldier were to drink his 

musket !’ thinks his Majesty : * And what are the law*, if an 
ignorant fellow is shot, and a kmmetl wise one escapes?’ 
Here is matter for a delilKitalivc Tabagie ; and to {roar 
(jriindHng a bml oulkwrk, fatal or short of fatal. He had 
better not even ilrink much ; hut disfiense with amsirlation, 
and keep Ids wits about him, till this sipial! pass. Afl»»r 
much dellhenUing, it is found that the wryal clemency can l»e 
esctendetl ; and an outlet tlevimul, under conditions. Next 
Talragie, a stirvanl enters with one of the biggtst trays in the 
world, and upon it a “ Wooden Key gilt, about an ell long’ : 
this gigantic implcmetd is solemnly hung round the repentot 
Kammerherr ; this he shall wear publicly a* fauiasiw, and be 
upon hi* behaviour, till the royal mind can relent Figure 
t^e poor blockhaad till that happen! *On recovering bis 
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metal key, he goes to a smith, and has it fixed on with 
wire.’ " 

What Gundling thought to himself, amid these pranks and 
hoaxings, we do not know. The poor soul was not born a 
fool ; though he had become one, by college-learning, vanity, 
strong-drink, and the world’s perversity and his own. Under 
good guidance, especially if bred to strict silence, he might 
have been in some measure a luminous object, — ^not as now a 
phosphorescent one, shining by its mere rottenness ! A sad 
^ Calamity of Authors ’ indeed, when it overtakes a man ! — 
Poor Gundling probably had lucid intervals now and then ; 
tragic fits of discernment, in the inner-man of him. He had 
a Brother, also a learned man, who retained his senses ; and 
was even a rather famed Professor at Halle ; whose Portrait, 
looking very academic, solemn and well-to-do, turns up in old 
printshops ; whose Books, concerning ^ Henry the Eowler {De 
Henrico Aucwpe)^ < Kaiser Conrad i.,’ and other dim Historical 
objects, are still consultable,- — ^though with little profit, to my 
experience. The name of this one was Nicolaus Hieronymus ; 
ours is Jakoh Pauly the senior brother, — once the hope of the 
House, it is likely, and a fond Father’s pride, — ^in that poor 
old Niimberg Parsonage long ago ! 

Jakob Paul likewise continued to write Books, on Branden- 
burg Heraldries, Topography, Genealogies : even a ^ L^e ’ or 
two of some old Brandenburg Electors are still extant from 
his hand ; but not looked at now by any mortal. He had 
been, perhaps was again. Historiographer Royal; and felt 
bound to write such Books : several of them he printed ; and 
we hear of others still manuscript, ^in five folio volumes 
written fair.’ He held innumerable half-mock Titles and 
Offices; among others, was actual President of the Berlin 
Royal Society, or Academic des Sciences y Leibnitz’s pet 
daughter, — there Gundling actually sat in office ; and drew 
the salary, for one certainty. ^As good he as another,’ 
thought Friedrich Wilhelm : ‘ What is the use of these solemn 
fellows, in their big perukes, with their crabbed oc + y\ and 



85 


CUAI‘. VO.] TO H A C € O- 1‘ A R L I A M E N T 

Hcientific Pt‘(llfir\s-l''rench ; doing nothing that I can see, 
except annually the Jlcylhi Ahtuimw, which they live upon ? 
Ix>t them live upi»iii it, and he thankful ; with Gundling for 
theix' head man.’ 

Academy of Sciences niake.s its Alnumur, and some peculium 
of profit by it; kicvtnrcH perhaps a little ‘on Axiatomy ’ (good 
for .sonietlung, that, in hi.s Majesty’.s mind) ; but languishes 
without cncouragcuH'iit during the pi’cscnt reign. Has his 
Majxssty no pri/.e <iucsiit)n.s to propxxse, then? None, or 
wixme. Ho once oflicially put the.se learned Associates upon 
ascerf iiining for him * Why Champagne foamed ? ’ They, with 
a hitlden vein of pleasantry, required ‘ material to experiment 
upoix.’ Friedrich Wilhelm .sent them a dozen, or certain 
dozens ; axid the matter pi*ovc<l insoluble to t.hi.s day. No 
King, scarcely any nuui, had less of revercaxce for the Scieixces 
so-calletl ; for Academic culture, and the art of the Talking- 
SchooImast^^r in general ! A King obtuse to the fine Arts, 
especially to the vocal Arts, in a high xlegree. Literary fame 
itself ho regards txs mountebank fame ; the art of writing big 
axlmixable folios is little better to him tbau that of vomiting 
long coils of wonderful ribbon, for the idlers of the marketplace; 
and he bear-bails his Gundling, in this xnannex*, as phosphores- 
cent bloeklusaxi of the lir-st magnitude, worthy of nothing better. 

Nay, it is hxxt lately ( I7f2i} the exact year) that he did his 
ever-memorahle feat in regard to Wolf and his Philosophy, at 
Halle. Illustrious Wolf was rccogni.s(xl, at that time, as the 
second gieater lanhuitz, ami Ilead-Phihxsopht'r of Natni'e, who 
‘ by mathematical method ’ haxl as it were takexi Nature in the 
fmtt, and illuminated ••verylhing, so that whosoever ran might 
read, — which all manner of people then tried to do, but have 
now quite ceased tryxxxg ‘by the Wolf-method’ : — Immortal 
Wolf, iomewhat of a stiff, reserved humour, inwardly a little 
proud, and not wantixig in private contempt of the con- 
temptible, had been accused of heterodoxy by the Halle 
nieologiaus. Immortal Wolf, croakily satirical withal, had 
of course xlefended himself; and of course got into a shoreless 
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sea of controversy with the Halle Theologians ; pestering his 
Majesty with mere wars, and rumours of war, for a length of 
time, from that Halle University.^ So that Majesty, unable 
to distinguish top or bottom in such a coil of argument ; or 
to do justice in the case, however willing and anxious, often 
passionately asked : ‘ What, in God'^s name, is the real truth 
of it?’ Majesty appointed Commissions to inquire; read 
Reports; could for a long while make out nqthing certain. 
At last came a decision on the sudden ; — ^royal mind suddenly 
illuminated, it is a little imcertain how. Some give the 
credit of it to Gundling, which is unlikely ; others to ^ Two 
Generals ’ of pious orthodox turn, acquainted with Halle ; — 
and I have heard obscurely that it was the Old Dessauer, who 
also knew Halle ; and was no doubt wearied to hear nothing 
talked of there but injured Philosopher Wolf, and injuring 
Theologian Lange, or vice versL Some practical military 
man, not given to take-up with shadows, it likeliest was. ^ In 
God’s name, what is the real truth of all that ? ’ inquired his 
Majesty, of the practical man : ‘ Does Wolf teach hellish 
doctrines, as Lange says, or heavenly, as himself says ? ’ 
^ Teaches babble mainly, I should think, and scientific Pedlaris- 
French,’ intimated the practical man ; ^ But they say he has 
one doctrine about oaths, and what he calls foundation of 
duty, which I did not like. Not a heavenly doctrine that. 
Follow out that, any of your Majesty’s grenadiers might 
desert, and say he had done no sin against God 1 ’ ^ Friedrich 
Wilhelm flew into a paroxysm of horror ; instantly redacted 
brief Royal Decree ^ (which is still extant among the curiosities 
of the Universe), ordering Wolf to quit Halle and the 
Prussian Dominions, bag and baggage, forevermore, within 
eight-and-forty hours, ‘ hey Strafe des StrangeSy under pain of 
the halter ’ I 

1 In Biisching {BHirage^ i. 1-140) is rough authentic account of Wolf, and 
especially of all that, — with several curious Letters of Wolfs. 

® Biisdiing, i. 8 ; Beneckendorf, Karakterzuge aus d&m Zeben Konig Friedrich 
Wilhelm /. (Anonymous, Berlin, 17S7), ii. 23. 

* 15th November (Biisching says 8th) 1723. 
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Halter: the HeJwl-PhUoHophi'r of Nature, fouiui too late, 
will be hangetl, tw if he were a Hhwjratealer ; hanged, and no 
mistake! Poor Wolf gathered himself together, wife and 
baggage ; girde<l-up his loins ; and ran with the due dispatch. 
He is now fouiul shelteretl umler Hessen-Danustaclt, at 
Marburg, profe.s.Hiiig somelhiiig there; and all the intellect of 
the world is stmck with iiHtonislunent, aiul with silent or vocal 
pitv for the poor mm . — -It is but fair to say, Friedrich 
Willudin, gracluuUy taking notice of tlio world’s humour in 
regard to this, began to have his own mi.sgivings; and 
determined to reml some of Wolfs Books for himself. 
IlcMling in Wolf, he hatl sense to discern that here was a man 
of undeniable talent ami integrity ; that the Practical Military 
jiulgment, loading with the iron ranircxl, had shot wide of the 
mark, in tins matter ; an<i, in short, that a palpable bit of 
foul-play had been done. 'rids was in 173B ;~leu years 
after the shot, when his Majesty saw, with his own eyes, how 
wide it had gone. He ajiplie<l to Wolf earnestly, more than 
once, to come back to him : Halhf, Frankfurt, any Prussian 
University with a vaca«>cy in it, was now wide open to Wolf. 
But Wolf knew Ijetter : Wolf, with hows down to the ground, 
answcretl always evadingly ;-~and never would come hack till 
the New ileign began. 

Friwlrich Wilhelm knew Utile of Book learning or Book- 
writing ; and his notion t>f it is very shwking to us. But the 
fact i», O reader, BtH>k wHiing Is of two kinds: one wise, and 
may be among the wiswt of (wwthly things ; the other foolish, 
iometim* for beyond what can be reached by human nature 
elsewhere. BltHsklseadism, Unwistiom, while silent, is reckoned 
bad ! but Bhwkhwullsm getting vocal, able to sjmk per- 
suimivfly, have you considercti tlial lit all ? Human Opacity 
falling into I’ho .phonM t'ucc ; that is to say, becoming iumincm 
(to i^f and to many mortals) by tlie very ex«®» of it, by the 
very bursting of it into putrid fermentation ; -all other 
forms of Chao* are cmiinic in comparison 1 —-Our poor Friedrich 
Wilhelm liad seen only Oundling* among the Book-writing 
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class : had he seen wiser specimens, he might have formed, as 
he did in Wolfs case, another judgment. Nay in regard to 
Gundling himself, it is observable how, with his unutterable 
contempt, he seems to notice in him glimpses of the admirable 
(such acquirements, such dictionary-faculties, though gone 
distracted !), — and almost has a kind of love for the absurd 
dog. Gundling’s pensions amount to something like 150Z. ; 
an immense sum in this Court.^ A blockhead admirable in 
some sorts : and of immense resource in Tobacco-Parliament 
when business is slack ! — 

No end to the wild pranks, the Houyhnm horseplay they 
had with drunken Gundling. He has staggered out in a drunk 
state, and found, or not clearly fouTid till the morrow, young 
bears lying in his bed ; — ^has found his room-door walled-up ; 
been obliged to grope about, staggering from door to door and 
from port to port, and land ultimately in the big Bear’s den, 
who hugged and squeezed him inhumanly there. Once at 
Wusterhausen, staggering blind-drunk out of the Schloss 
towards his lair, the sentries at the Bridge (instigated to it by 
the Houyhnms, who look on) pretend to fasten some military 
blame on him : Why has he omitted or committed so-and-so ? 
Gundling’s drunk answer is unsatisfactory. ^Arrest, Herr 
Kammerrath, is it to be that, then ! ’ They hustle him about, 
among the Bears which lodge there ; — at length they lay him 
horizontally across two ropes; — ^take to swinging him hither 
and thither, up and down, across the black Acherontic ditch, 
which is frozen over, it being the dead of winter : one of the 
ropes, lower rope, breaks ; Gundling comes souse upon the ice 
with his sitting part ; breaks a big hole in the ice, and scarcely 
with legs, arms and the remaining rope, can be got out 
undrowned.^ 

If, with natural indignation, he shut his door, and refuse to 

1 Forster, i. 263, 284 (if you can reconcile the two passs^es). 

® Forster (i. 254-280), founding, I suppose, on Leben und Thaten des Freiherrn 
Paul von Gundling (Berlin, 1795 ) 5 probably not one of the exactest Biographies. 
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come to the Tabagie, they knock-in a panel of his door ; and 
force him out with crackers, fireworks, rockets and malodorous 
projectiles. Once the poor blockhead, becoming human for a 
moment, went clean away ; to Halle where his Brother was, or 
to some safer place : but the due inveiglements, sublime 
apologies, increase of titles, salaries, were used ; and the in- 
dispensable Phosphorescent Blockhead, and President of the 
Academy of Pedlar’s-Prench, was got back. Drink remained 
always as his consolation ; drink, and the deathless Volumes 
he was writing and printing. Sublime returns came to him, 
— Kaiser’s Portrait set in diamonds, on one occasion, — ^for his 
Presentation Copies in high quarters : immortal fame, is it not 
his clear portion ; still more clearly abundance of good wine. 
Friedrich Wilhelm did not let him want for Titles ; — ^raised 
him at last to the Peerage; drawing out the Diploma and 
Armorial Blazonry, in a truly Friedrich-Wilhelm manner, with 
his own hand. The Gundlings, in virtue of the transcendent 
intellect and merits of this Founder Gundling, are, and are 
hereby declared to be, of Baronial dignity to the last scion of 
them ; and in ‘ all RiUer-Rennen (Tournaments), Battles, 
Fights, Camp-pitchings, Sealings, Signetings, shall and may 
use the abovesaid Shield of Arms,’ — ^if it can be of any 
advantage to them. A Prussian Majesty who gives us 150Z. 
yearly, with board and lodging and the run of his cellar, and 
honours such as these, is not to be lightly sneezed away, though 
of queer humours now and then. The highest Personages, as 
we said, more than once made gifts to Gundling ; miniatures 
set in diamonds ; purses of a hundred ducats : even Gundling, 
it was thought, might throw-in a word, mad or otherwise, 
which would bear fruit. It was said of him, he never spoke 
to harm anybody with his Majesty. The poor blown-up block- 
head was radically not ill-natured, — at least, if you let his 
^ phosphorescences ’ alone. 

But the grandest explosions, in Tobacco-Parliament, were 
producible, when you got Two literary fools ; and, as if with 
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Leyden- jars, positive and negative, brought their vanities to 
bear on one another. This sometimes happened, when 
Tobacco-Parliament was in luck. Friedrich Wilhelm had a 
variety of Merry-Andrew Paths of the Gundling sort, though 
none ever came up to Gundling, or approached him, in worth 
as a Merry-Andrew. 

Herr Fassinann, who wrote Books, by Patronage or for the 
Leipzig Booksellers, and wandered about the world as a star 
or comet of some magnitude, is not much known to my 
readers ; — ^but he is too well known to me, for certain dark 
Books of his which I have had to read.^ A very dim Literary 
Figure; undeniable, indecipherable Human Fact, of those 
days; now fallen quite extinct and obsolete; his garniture, 
equipment, environment all very dark to us. Probably a too 
restless, imponderous creature, too much of the Gundling type ; 
structure of him gaseous^ not solid. Perhaps a little of the 
coxcomb naturally ; much of the sycophant on compulsion, — 
being sorely jammed into comers, and without elbow-room at 
all, in this world. Has, for the rest, a recognisable talent for 
^Magazine writing,’ — ^for Newspaper editing, had that rich 
mine, ^ California of the Spiritually Vagabond,’ been opened in 
those days. Poor extinct Fassmann, one discovers at last a 
vein of weak geniality in him ; here and there, real human 
sense and eye-sight, under those strange conditions ; and his 
poor Books, rotted now to inanity, have left a small seed-pearl 
or two, to the earnest reader. Alas, if he was to become 
' spiritually vagabond ’ (" spiritually ’ and otherwise), might it 
not perhaps be wholesome to him that the California was not 
discovered ? — 

Fassmann was by no means such a fool as Gundling ; but 
he was much of a fool too. He had come to Berlin, about 
this time,^ in hopes of patronage from the King or somebody ; 
might say to himself, « Surely I am a better man than Gund- 
ling, if the Berlin Court has eyesight.’ By the King, on some 

1 Life of FHedHch Wilhelm, occasionally cited here ; Life of August the 
Strong; etc. * 1726, as he himself says (supr^, p. 94). 
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wise General’s recommending it, he was, as a preliminary, 
introduced to the Tabagie at least. Here is the celebrated 
Gundling ; there is the celebrated Fassmann. Positive 
Leyden-jar, with negative close by : in each of these two men 
lodges a full-charged fiery electric virtue of self-conceit ; de- 
structive each of the other, — could a conductor be discovered. 
Conductors are discoverable, conductors are not wanting ; and 
many are the explosions between these mutually-destructive 
human varieties ; — welcomed with hilarious, rather vacant, 
huge horse-laughter, in this Tobacco-Parliament and Synod of 
the Houyhnms. 

Of which take this acme; and then end. Fassmann, a 
fellow not without sarcasm and sharpness, as you may still see, 
has one evening provoked Gundling to the transcendent 
pitch, — till words are weak, and only action will answer. 
Gundling, driven to the exploding point, suddenly seizes his 
Dutch smoking-pan, of peat-charcoal ashes and redhot sand ; 
and dashes it in the face of Fassmann ; who is of course dread- 
fully astonished thereby, and has got his very eyebrows burnt, 
not to speak of other injuries. Stand to him, Fassmann ! 
Fassmann stands to him tightly, being the better man as well 
as the more satirical ; grasps Gundling by the collar, wrenches 
him about, lays him at last over his knee, sitting-part upper- 
most ; slaps said sitting-part (poor sitting-part that had broken 
the ice of Wusterhausen) with the hot pan, — nay some say, 
strips it and slaps. Amid the inextinguishable horse-laughter 
(sincere but vacant) of the Houyhnm Ol3niipus. 

After which, his Majesty, as epilogue to such play, suggests, 
That feats of that nature are unseemly among gentlemen ; that 
when gentlemen have a quarrel, there is another way of settling 
it. Fassmann thereupon challenges Gundling ; Gundling 
accepts ; time and place are settled, pistols the weapon. At 
the appointed time and place Gundling stands, accordingly, 
pistol in hand ; but at sight of Fassmann, throws his pistol 
away ; will not shoot any man, nor have any man shoot him. 
Fassmann sternly advances ; shoots his pistol (powder merely) 
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into Gimtlling’B sublime goatshair wig: wig blazes into flauu* ; 
Gundling falls shrieking, a dead man, to the enrtii ; a«<l they 
quench and revive him wit h a bucket of water. Wa.s there 
ever seen such horseplay ? Rtau'ing laugldcr, !mge, nule, ami 
somewhat vacant, as that of the Morse gods over their ale at 
Yule time as if the face of the Ephynx were to wrinkle itself 
in laugliter ; or the fabulous Houyhnius tiiemselves were there 
to mock in their peculiar fashion. 

His Majesty at length gave Gundliag a wine-cask, duly 
figured ; ‘ j)ainted black witir a wlute cross,’ which was to 
stand in his room £»s w»w«h)-jtton, and Ihi bi.s coffin. It 
stood for ten years ; Gundliag often silling to write in it ; a 
good screen against draughts. And the |)oor monster was 
actually buried in this cask;’ Fassmann pronomuiug sonjc 
funeral oration, — and the orthodox clergy ut.teriug, from the 
distance, only a mute groan. ‘’’Phe Herr llaron von Guudting 
was a man of many dignities, of much Ttm)k leiirniug ; a 
man of great memory,’ admits Fnasmann, ‘ hut of no j«<lg- 
nient,’ insinuates he , — ‘ Imkinffjhr tiik .JunoMUNT (f,rprdan.t 
jidichim),' says Fa.s.smann, with a pleasant wit. FiusHumnu 
succeeded to all the emoluments and honours ; h\R did not 
hold them ; preferred to run away before long : and after 
him came one and the other, whom the reatler is not to he 
troubled with here. Enough if the patient reatler have 
seen, a little, into that haekground of Frietlrieh Wilhelm's 
existence ; and, for the didactic part, have caught-up his real 
views or instincts upon Spiritual l’Iu)sphoreHceuce, or Stupitlity 
grown Vocal, which are much sounder than most of us sus jwet . 

These were the sports of the Tobacco-Farlianient ; and it 
was always meant primarily for sport, for rctrreation : hut 
there is no doubt it had a serious function as well. ♦ Busiitew. 
matters,’ adds Beneckendorf, who had mcatm of know 111?;,'^ 

> Med nth April 1731, aged 58: description of the Burial ‘at Jhiuwatli nrtr 
Potsdam,’ in P'Brster, i. 276. 

“ Beneckendorf, tCarakUriUge., i, i37-»49: vi. 37. 
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‘were often a subject of colloquy in the Tabaks-Collegium. 
Not that they were there finished ofij decided upon, or meant 
to be so. But Friedrich Wilhelm often purposely brought-up 
such things in conversation there, that he might learn the 
different opinions of his generals and chief men, without their 
observing it,’-*— and so might profit by the Collective Wisdom, 
in short. 


CHAPTER VIII 

seckendorf’s retort to her majesty 

The Treaty of Wusterhausen was not yet known to Queen 
Sophie, to her Father George, or to any external creature : 
but that open flinching, and gradual withdrawal, from the 
Treaty of Hanover was too well known ; and boded no good 
to her pet project. Female sighs, male obduracies, and other 
domestic phenomena, are to be imagined in consequence. ‘ A 
grand Britannic Majesty indeed ; very lofty Father to us. 
Madam, ever since he came to be King of England. Stalking 
along there, with his nose in the air ; not deigning the least 
notice of us, except as of a thing that may be got to fight 
for him ! And he does not sign the Double-Marriage Treaty, 
Madam ; only talks of signing it, — as if we were a starved 
coach-horse, to be quickened along by a wisp of hay put upon 
the coach-pole close ahead of us always ! ’ — ‘ Jarni^Ueu I ’ 
snufiies Seckendorf with a virtuous zeal, or looks it; and 
things are not pleasant at the royal dinner-table. 

Excellenz Seckendorf, we find at this time, ‘ often has his 
Majesty to dinner ’ : and such dinners ; fitting one’s tastes in 
all points, — no expense regarded (which indeed is the Kaiser s, 
if we knew it) ! And in return, Excellenz is frequently at 
dinner with his Majesty ; where the conversation, if it turn 
on England, which often happens, is more and more an offence 
to Queen Sophie. Seckendorf studio to be polite, reserved 
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before the Queen’s Majesty at her own table ; yet sometimes 
he lisps out, in his vile snuffling tone, half-insinuations, re- 
marks on our Royal Kindred, which are irritating in the 
extreme. Queen Sophie, the politest of women, did once, 
says Pollnitz, on some excessive pressure of that lisping 
snuffling unendurability, lose her royal patience and flame 
out. With human frankness, and uncommonly kindled eyes, 
she signified to Seckendorf, That none who was not himself 
a kind of scoundrel could entertain such thoughts of Kings 
and gentlemen ! Which hard saying kindled the stifl-backed 
rheumatic soul of Seckendorf (Excellenz had withal a temper 
in him, far down in the deeps) ; who answered ; ^ Your 
Majesty, that is what no one else thinks of me. That is a 
name I have never permitted any one to give me with im- 
punity.’ And verily, he kept his threat in that latter point, 
says Pollnitz.^ 

At this stage, it is becoming, in the nature of things, un- 
likely that the projected Double-Marriage, or any union with 
England, can ever realise itself for Queen Sophie and her 
House. The Kaiser has decreed that it never shall. Here 
is the King already irritated, grown indisposed to it ; here 
is the Kaiser’s Seckendorf, with preternatural Apparatus, 
come to maintain him in that humour. To Queen Sophie 
herself, who saw only the outside of Seckendorf and his 
Apparatus, the matter doubtless seemed big with difficulties ; 
but to us, who see the interior, the difficulties are plainly 
hopeless. Unless the Kaiser’s mind change, unless many 
fixed things change, the Double-Marriage is impossible. 

One thing only is a sorrow, and this proved an immeasur- 
able one : That they did not, that Queen Sophie did not, in 
such case, frankly give it up. Double-Marriage is not a law 
of Nature ; it is only a project at Hanover that has gone 
off again. There will be a life for our Crown-Prince, and 
Princess, without a marriage with England ! — It is greatly 

^ ii. 244. 
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wise to recognise the impossible^ the unreasonably difficult, 
when it presents itself : but who of men is there, much more 
who of women, that can always do it ? 

Queen Sophie Dorothee will have this Double-Marriage, 
and it shall be possible. Poor Lady, she was very obstinate ; 
and her Husband was very arbitrary. A rough bear of a 
Husband, yet by no means an unloving one ; a Husband who 
might have been managed. She evidently made a great 
mistake in deciding not to obey this man, as she had once 
vowed. By perfect prompt obedience she might have had 
a very tolerable life with the rugged Orson fallen to her lot ; 
who was a very honest-hearted creature. She might have 
done a pretty stroke of female work, withal, in taming her 
Orson; might have led him by the muzzle far enough in a 
private way, — by obedience. 

But by disobedience, by rebellion open or secret ? Fried- 
rich Wilhelm was a Husband ; Friedrich Wilhelm was a 
King ; and the most imperative man then breathing. Dis- 
obedience to Friedrich Wilhelm was a thing which, in the 
Prussian State, still more in the Berlin Schloss and vital 
heart of said State, the laws of Heaven and of Earth had 
not permitted, for any man^^s or any woman’s sake, to be. 
The wide overarching sky looks down on no more inflexible 
Sovereign Man than^him in the red-collared blue coat and 
white leggings, with the bamboo in his hand. A peaceable, 
capacious, not ill-given Sovereign Man, if you will let him 
have his way. But to bar his way; to tweak the nose 
of his sovereign royalty, and ignominiously force him into 
another way : that is an enterprise no man or devil, or body 
of men or devils, need attempt. Seckendorf and Grumkow, 
in Tobacco-Parliament, understand it better. That attempt 
is impossible, once for all. The first step in such attempt 
will require to be assassination of Friedrich Wilhelm; for 
you may depend on it, royal Sophie, so long as he is alive, 
the feat cannot be done, 0 royal Sophie, 0 pretty Feekin, 
what a business you are making of it ! 
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This year 17^6 was throughout a troublous one to Queen 
Sophie. Seckendorf s advent ; King George’s manifestoing ; 
alarm of imminent universal War, nay sputters of it actually 
beginning (Gibraltar invested by the Spaniards, ready for be- 
sieging, it is said) : nor was this all. Sophie’s poor Mother, 
worn to a tragic Megaera, locked so long in the Castle of 
Ahlden, has taken-up wild plans of outbreak, of escape by 
means of secretaries, monies in the Bank of Amsterdam, and 
I know not what ; with all which Sophie, corresponding in 
double and triple mystery, has her own terrors and sorrows, 
trying to keep it down. And now, in the depth of the year, 
the poor old Mother suddenly dies.^ Burnt out in this 
manner, she collapses into ashes and long rest ; closing so her 
nameless tragedy of thirty-years continuance : — what a Blue- 
beard-chamber in the mind of Sophie 1 Nay there rise 
quarrels about the Heritage of the Deceased, which will 
prove another sorrow. 

^ I3tli Nov. 1726: Memoirs of Sophia Dorothea^ Consort of George L (i. 386), 
—■where also some of her concluding Letters (* edited ' as if by the Nightmares) 
can be read, but next to no sense made of them. 



BOOK VI 


DOUBLH-MAUItlACK I'UOJKtT, AND (’HOWN i'lUNCK 
(JOINC; ADUIFT IINDHU THK STOKMAVINDS 


17 ^ 7-1730 


(MIAPTKK I 

Fll-TIl CltlSIH IN TUD KMSKlt'S .S)'Kf lUr, HfVf 

Tt!R < V>wn-Friii<'c’« j<«mg Lift? lM*ing, hv jH-rviTm* rlinni'c, 
jnvolvt'ti Hjui (iH it wtw nhwrlHii in thnt foolixli <]tn ticm t>f 
liis English Marringt*, we imve nulhing for it. but l«» rnntijme 
our 8a<! function ; go on jHiinfiiUy fiMhiJig out, n-sinc 
ing to an authentic form, wliat tract's of him there ai*e, frtnn 
that (iisastrous beggarly element, till tmee beget fo-e «»f it, 
either tletul or alive, 'Hie u’imljf (joirtly t>y Art ,A!iigic) rise 
to the hurricane pilch, upon tlii.s Mnni e'c Project nml him ; 
aiul as for the wi, or gmiemi title of Eviropean I’olitica -- Ilut 
let the mwler look witlj his own eyes. 

In the spring of 1727, War, as antiripalctl, hreaks on! ; 
Sjainiartls at'ltially Iwgin bntl<iin;» at {Jihraltar; Kai'.crV 
Ambassador at Isnulon is angrily onltTctl tti lu'gtine, (*ausrs 
of war were many: 1". Duke de Itipn* i.hi. tnmhh.j mil 
now, tl»t ilhistrions diplma.ilic bulliiog, at M oltid, Mne ht 
asylum in the English Ainlmssmlor's houwt; imd no a's|Ms*l 
was hiu! to such asylum : that is one eausi'. 2”, 'Hien, yon 
English, what is the meaning of these war-fleets In the West 
Indies ; in the Metliternmean, on the visry C€»«at of Spain ? 
vou II. « 
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We demand that you at once take them home again : — ^which 
cannot be complied with. But above all things we demand 
Gibraltar of you : — ^which can still less be complied with. 
Termagant Elizabeth has set her heart on Gibraltar : that, 
in such opportunity as this unexpected condition of the 
Balances now gives her, is the real cause of the War. 

Cession of Gibraltar : there had been vague promises, years 
ago, on the Kaiser’s part ; nay George himself, raw to Eng- 
land at that date, is said to have thought the thing might 
perhaps be done . — ^ Do it at once, then 1 ’ said the Termagant 
Queen, and repeated, with ever more emphasis ; — and there 
being not the least compliance, she has opened parallels before 
the place, and begun war and ardent firing there preceded 
by protocols, debates in Parliament, and the usual pheno- 
mena. It is the Fifth grand Crisis in the Kaiser’s spectre- 
huntings; fifth change in the colour of the world-lobster 
getting boiled in that singular manner ; — Second Sputter of 
actual War. 

Which proved futile altogether ; and amounts now in the 
human memory, to flat zero, — ^unless the following infinit- 
esimally small fraction be countable again : 

^ Sputtering of War ; that is to say. Siege of Gibraltar. A siege utterly 
unmemorable, and without the least interest for existing mankind with 
their ungrateful humour, — ^if it be not, once more, that the Father of 
Tristram Shandy was in it : still a Lieutenant of foot^ poor fellow ; brisk, 
small, hot-tempered, loving, liable to be cheated ten times a-day if nine 
will not suffice you.” He was in this Siege ; shipped to the Rock to 
make stand there ; and would have done so with the boldest, — only he 
got into duel (hot-tempered, though of lamb-like innocence), and was 
run-through the body ; not entirely killed, but within a hairsbreadth of 
it ; and unable for service while this sputtering went on. Little Lorry is 
still living ; gone to school in Yorkshire, after pranks enough, and mis- 
ventures, — ^half-drowning in the mill-race at Annamoe in Ireland,” for 
one.* The poor lieutenant Father died, soldiering in the West Indies, 

^ a2d Feb. 1727 (Scholl, ii. 212). Salmon, Chronological Historian (London, 
1747 ; a very incorrect dark Book, useful only in defect of better), ii. 173. 
Coxe, Memoirs of Walpole, i. 260, 261 ; ii. 498-515. 

* Lawrence Sterne’s Autobiography (cited above). 
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soon after thin ; and we ahall net ineitticin him itgain. »iit itiwlery ought 
to rcmemher that he la “ Uncle Tohy," thin imor liie\ilen»ut, himI take 
her moasuroB!— 'Hie Siege of (Jihraltar, we «tiU nee with onr eyes, wai 
in itself Nothing.' 

Truly it might well ttnough have grown to msiversal ilnum 
of War. But this alwayts juhhIs two parties; aiui paoiftc 
George wouhl not lx* sccotul i>arly itt it. <ie<»i'g<% guitletl hy 
pacific WaljJole, backed by fmcific Flcurv, answers tbt* anient 
firing by phlegmatic palii'nce and protoeolling ; n<*t by 
counter-fjrij>g, except tpiitc at bis cunvenienee, frtnn priviilem-s, 
from war-ships here and theiv, an<l in sulky defence from 
Gibraltar itself. Probably the 'reramgant, with all the fire 
she has, will not do much damage tipon (Jihraltar? Such 
was (Jeorgi'’s bo|K*. Wbcrchy the flatiK* of war, anient only 
in certain Spanish batteries upon the point of San KtHpie, 
does not aj»‘ea<l hitherto, — though nil mortals, aial hViedrirh 
Wilhelm as nmeh as any, can see the inmiinent IjkeUlnKxl 
there is. In such circumstances, what a stroke of j)iilic\' to 
have disjoined FritHlrieh Wilhelm from the Hanover .Vllinnee, 
and brought him over to our own ! Is not Grumkow worth 
his pension? * (Jnimkow «‘n'es honourably.* Is?t the invalu- 
able Seckendorf jH'rsevere. 


Cnmit’Prinre «em »« thrki^ 

To know the ajsscial fifpire of the Crowii-PriiiceV way «»f 
life in those ycaw, who his friends, eoiupimion-. wen*, what 
his pursuits and experienc es, would I» ngreealtli* to ns ; }»»t 
beyond the ouliinc alrentiy given, there is little definite on 
reword. He now j*esides liahitually at Potwiam, !» the (iourt 
there or not; attending strictly to his military duties in the 
Giant Regiun'iit ; it is only on oceasion, ehiefl\ peihaps in 
‘Carnival time,* that he g«*ts to Btfrlin, to pcctiuke in the 
gaieties of society. Wlm ids associates there or at Potelam 
were? Sulun, the fkxon IBsiidenl, a euitivatei man of 
literary turn, famcxl m his friend in time wmdiff, Is alreswly 
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at his diplomatic post in Berlin, post of difficulty just now ; 
but I know not whether they have yet any intimacy. This 
we do know, the Crown-Prince begins to be noted for his 
sprightly sense, his love of literature, his ingenuous ways ; in 
the Court or other circles, whatsoever has intelligence attracts 
him, and is attracted by him. The Roucoulles Soirees, gone 
all to dim buckram for us, though once so lively in their high 
periwigs and speculations, — ^fall on Wednesday. When the 
Finkenstein or the others fall, — ^no doubt his Royal High- 
ness knows it. In the T(ii(il^s~Collegiwtii^ there also, driven 
by duty, he sometimes appears ; but, like Seckendorf and 
some others, he only aiffects to smoke, and his pipe is mere 
white clay. Nor is the social element, any more than the 
narcotic vapour which prevails there, attractive to the young 
Prince, — ^though he had better hide his feelings on the sub- 
ject. 

Out at Potsdam, again, life goes very heavy; the winged 
Psyche much imprisoned in that pipeclay element, a prey to 
vacancy and many tediums and longings. Daily return the 
giant drill-duties; and daily, to the uttermost of rigorous 
perfection, they must be done : — ^ This, then, is the sum of 
one’s existence, this ? ’ Patience, young ^ man of genius,’ as 
the Newspapers would now call you ; it is indispensably bene- 
ficial nevertheless ! To swallow one’s disgusts, and do 
faithfully the ugly commanded work, taking no counsel with 
flesh and blood : know that ‘ genius,’ everywhere in Nature, 
means this first of all ; that without this, it means nothing, 
generally even less. And be thankful for your Potsdam 
grenadiers and their pipeclay I — 

Happily he has his Books about him ; his flute : Duhan, 
too, is here, still more or less didactic in some branches; 
always instructive and companionable to him. The Crown- 
Prince reads a great deal; very many French Books, new 
and old, he reads among the new, we need not doubt, the 
ffmriade of M. Arouet Junior (who now calls himself 
^ Pretiss, Friedrich mit seinen Verwandten und Freunden, p. 24. 
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Voltaire), which has risen like a star of the first magnitude in 
these years.^ An incomparable piece, patronised by Royalty 
in England; the delight of all kindred Courts, The light 
dancing march of this new ^Epic,’ and the brisk clash of 
cymbal music audible in it, had, as we find afterwards, greatly 
captivated the young man. All is not pipeclay, then, and 
torpid formalism ; aloft from the murk of commonplace 
rise glancings of a starry splendour, betokening — O how 
much ! 

Out of Books, rumours and experiences, young imagination 
is forming to itself some Picture of the World as it is, as it 
has been. The curtains of this strange life -theatre are 
mounting, mounting, — ^wondrously as in the case of all young 
souls ; but with what specialties, moods or phenomena of 
light and shadow, to this young soul, is not in any point 
recorded for us. The ^ early Letters to Wilhelmina, which 
exist in great numbers,’ from these we had hoped elucidation : 
but these the learned Editor has ‘wholly withheld as use- 
less,’ for the present. Let them be carefully preserved, on 
the chance of somebody’s arising to whom they may have 
uses ! — 

The worst feature of these years is Friedrich Wilhelm’s 
discontent with them. A Crown-Prince sadly out of favour 
with Papa. This has long been on the growing hand ; and 
these Double-Marriage troubles, not to mention again the 
newfangled French tendencies (Blitz Franzosen /), much aggra- 
vate the matter, and accelerate its rate of growth. Already 
the paternal countenance does not shine upon him ; flames 
often, and thunders, to a shocking degree ; — and worse days 
are coming. 

^ London, 1723, in surreptitious incomplete state, La Ligue the title ; then at 
length, London, 1726, as JLenrtade, in splendid 4to, — hy subscription (King, 
Prince and Princess of Wales at the top of it), which yielded 8,000/. : see Yoh 
taire, CEuvres CompUUs^ xiii. 408, 
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CHAPTER II 
DEATH OF GEORGE I 

Gibraltar still keeps sputtering; ardent ineffectual bom- 
bardment from the one side, sulky, heavy blast of response 
now and then from the other : but the fire does not spread ; 
nor will, we may hope. It is true, Sweden and Denmark 
have joined the Treaty of Hanover, this spring; and have 
troops on foot, and money paid them. But George is pacific, 
Gibraltar is impregnable; let the Spaniards spend their 
powder there. 

As for the Kaiser, he is dreadfully poor ; inapt for battle 
himself. And in the end of this same May 17^7, we hear, 
his principal ally. Czarina Catherine, has died ; — ^poor brown 
little woman, Lithuanian housemaid, Russian Autocrat, it is 
now all one ; — dead she, and can do nothing. Probably the 
Kaiser will sit still ? The Kaiser sits still ; with eyes bent on 
Gibraltar, or rolling in grand Imperial inquiry and anxiety 
round the world ; war-outlooks much dimmed for him since 
the end of May. 

Alas, in the end of June, what far other Job’s-post is this 
that reaches Berlin and Queen Sophie ? That George i., her 
royal Father, has suddenly sunk dead ! With the Solstice, or 
Summer pause of the Sun, ^Ist or 22d June, almost imcertain 
which, the Majesty of George i. did likewise pause, — ^in his 
carriage, on the road to Osnabriick, — ^never to move more. 
Whereupon, among the simple People, arose rumours of 
omens, pretematuralisms, for and against : How his desperate 
Megaera of a Wife, in the act of dying, had summoned him 
(as was presumable), to appear along with her at the Great 
Judgment-Bar within year and day; and how he has here 
done it On the other hand, some would have it noted. How 
‘the nightingales in Herrenhausen Gardens had all ceased 
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singing for the )'ear, tlnit night he liUni,' tmt of htjnlty on 

the part of thene little it mHnaiHl prehUiiiiih’le.^ 

What we know Wi he wiw juuriifuu/.!: iuwanin i!iiiH«'rr 
again, liopeful of a little lunitiiig at the CJolirdr ; iiiiil iiitriiii" 
ing seeing Onnahrilek ainl his Brother the lli^lit»p there, m he 
|)a.s8e<t That ilay, ^'Ist June 17JI7, from sinne feetiiigs pf 
his own, he was in great haste for Osnahniek ; Juirrviut.^ iiloiig 
by extra-posti wsllunit real emiHe sav<? Iiurry of ininiL lie 
had left his poor old Maypole of a .M'iH{n*ss on the 
Frontier, that morniiig, to follow at inoni leisnre* lie wm 
struck by apojjlfxy on the road, — rinn fiilbii pt^wt-rlt'Ns. early 
in the day, htsul dim and heavy ; obviously an aliirtniiig awf. 
But he refuscnl to atop anywhere rr?fusiHi any surgery hut 
such m could he done at once. Mlsnabriick! ihnainnick!' 
he reiterated, growing visibly wi>rsi*. ''hwo su!>all«*rii llmuiver 
OIfkiala, * Frivy ("(utncillor von Ilardenberg, tkumfnrrhrrr 
(Chamberlain) von Firbriee, were in the rarriage with him ; ^ 
King chiefly dir/ang, and at last supportefi in the arms of 
Fabrice, was Iieard iminnuriug, dt mm C*ris all over 

with me}!' And 'K)sniibruck ! tlsimbiiiek!' shiinberoie^V 
reiterated he; I'o Osnabriiek, where iny poor olil Bi*i4!un‘, 
Bishop as they call him, oiict* a little Briy lliai trertteii at my 
knee with blithe face, will have sotne humiin pity on me f Hi* 
they nishrel along all ilay, as at a gallop, lii« few atteiidiiiits 
and he i and wlien the shades of night felh mul i|aw?li Inttl 
now left the poor man, he sill! passionatidy gw|mi some 
gurgle of II sound like * C)siiabrikk liangin*': in the arms of 
Fabrice, iiiid now eviileiilly in t!ie article of ilenth, Wlial a 
gallop, sw(*rj)in»r through the slumber iif the w«ir!ti : To 
Osuahriick, Clsiiahritck ! 

In the hollow of ilie liiglit (some siiy, one in the iiioriiliigh 
they reach CIsiiabruck. And the ptmr old Brtdher, ■■l^rnst 
August, once youngcAi of six hruthcr.H, of seven cliildreii, now 

^ ‘S«« Kllhter, «. Hi. 

® ClotifrW, mmni^ {¥mnkim% ififK iti* ip* ioftf, Th 

Miiimi Smii 0/Grmi JriViiHi tel pp. J4|, pil* 
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the one survivor, has human pily in tluj heart of him iuH 
surely. RuL Georrje is dead ; careless of it; now.^ After 
seven years of it, he has flung- his big burdens, isngli^h <‘ro\vns, 
Hanoverian crown lets, sulkinesses, indigmit iuns, lean wouim 
and fat, and earthly contradictious and eonfuNions, fnirlv tdf 
him ; and lies there. 

The man had his big !>urdens, big honours so called, absurd 
enough some of them, in this world ; hut he bonr them with 
a certain gravity niid disendion : a man of imu'e probity, 
insight and general human faeulty than la^ nt>\v gt*ts erf'dit for. 
Ilis word Nvas sacred to him. Ib^ had Mu* coumgc* of a WMf, 
or ldon-.Man ; (luielly royal in that resptvt at least. His 
sense of e(|iiity, of what was true and honoural>le in men and 
things, remained uueflaced to a resptadable degree; and surely 
it had resisted much. Wilder jnuldle of mmUly infat uaiiims 
from without and from within, if we considen* it well, of 
irreconcilable incoherences, bottomless imiversal hyj Hvcrisiis, 
solecisms bred with him and imposed m him> few of 
Adam had hitherto lived in. 

lie was, in one word, ilui first of our llanovi-r Serit*s' of 
English Kings; that hitherto unicfue st)rt, who are really 
strange to look at in the Ilistory of the Wtu’kL Of whmn, 
in the English annals, there is hitherto no Picture tv> be hml ; 
nothing but: an empty blur of discordant nom-euses, ami itile, 
generally angry, flourishings o{ the pen, by way of Picturr. 
The English Nation, having flung its old Puritan, Swoid and 
Bible-Failh into the cesspool,, or rather having .set iia uld 
Rible-Faith, wm/a any Sword, well uj> in the organ luft, witli 
plenty of revenue, then^ to pn^ach and organ at tli .crrUt»n, cm 
condition always of uKHldUng witli noljodv's practice farther, 
— thought the same (such their misiakt^) a migjdv pivH v 
arrangement; but: found it hitch before long. Thrv iuid to 

Coxc(i. 266) is ‘iiuUrbUMl La his ftieml N.uluuurl Wj,eu*U Un 
—the .since famnus Sir Nathuniel, in whose h-.e 

not iinmlelliftent) they are now iml.Ii.Nhcd ul .Srr hi> f j/ 

iha Courts of Ikrli ft, Dresden, etc. (Lamiuu, t 

A'Umoirs {LotiiUm, iH^(>)fiv, 
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throw-out their beautiful Nell-Gwyn Defenders of the Faith ; 
fling them also into the cesspool ; and were rather at a loss 
what next to do. ^ Where is our real King, then ? Who is 
to lead us Heavenward, then ; to rally the noble of us to him, 
in some small measure, and save the rest and their affairs from 
running Devilward?’ — ^The English Nation being in some 
difficulty as to Kings, the English Nation clutched-up the 
readiest that came to hand ; ^ Here is our King ! ’ said they, 
— again imder mistake, still under their old mistake* And, 
what was singular, they then avenged themselves by mocking, 
calumniating, by angrily speaking, writing and laughing at the 
poor mistaken King so clutched ! — ^It is high time the English 
were candidly asking themselves, with very great seriousness 
indeed. What it was they had done, in the sight of God and 
man, on that and the prior occasion? And above all. What 
it is they will now propose to do in the sequel of it ! Dig 
gold-nuggets, and rally the ^noble of us ? — 

George's poor lean Mistress, coming on at the usual rate 
of the road, was met, next morning, by the sad tidings. She 
sprang from her carriage into the dusty highway ; tore her 
hair (or head-dress), half-frantic; declared herself a ruined 
woman ; and drove direct to Berlin, there to compose her old 
mind. She was not ill seen at Court there; had her con- 
nexions in the world. Fieldmarshal Schulenburg, who once 
had the honour of fighting (not to his advantage) with 
Charles xii., and had since grown famous by his Anti-Turk 
performances in the Venetian service, is a Brother of this poor 
Maypole's ; and there is a Nephew of hers, one of Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s Field-Officers here, whom we shall meet by and by. 
She has been obliging to Queen Sophie on occasions ; they can, 
and do, now weep heartily together. I believe she returned 
to England, being Duchess of Kendal, with heavy pensions 
there ; and ^ assiduously attended divine ordinances, accord- 
ing to the German Protestant form, ever afterwards.' Poor 
foolish old soul, what is this world, with all its dukeries I- — 
The other or fat Mistress, ‘ Cataract of fluid Tallow,' 
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Countess of Darlington, whom I take to have Irmui a Halt- 
Sister rather, sat sorrowful at Isleworth ; aiut kept fi>r nsiiuy 
years a Black Raven which had eojuc Hying in wptm her; 
which she somehow uiulcrstootl to In* th«! soul, or coniufted 
with the soul, of Ins Majesty of hapjjy m.snorv.* {haa! 
Heavens, what fat fluul-ttillowy stupor, ami entirely stu'did 
darkness, dwells among mankind ; and wcaHionall). linds itself 
lifted to the very top, by way of siunpte ! • 

Friedrich Wilhelm wept tenderly to Brigiulier l)iil>mir.;uy, 
the British Minister at Berlin (an old niilitery geutlenmn, of 
diplomatic merit, who sjjells ntther ill), when they sjaike of 
this sad matter. My poor old Uncle ; he was so gootl t»> me 
in boyhood, in those old days, when I bkHslwl Cousin 
nose ! Not unkind, all, only proud and sad j and was milcti 
sulky, being of few words and heavy-laden. Ah me, your 
Bxcellenz; if the little nighlingalea have all fallen silenl, 
what may not I, his Son and Nephew, do?- And the 
ragged Majesty bluhliered with grait temlennsw ; ^ having 
fountains of tears withal, hidden in the rocky hciirt of him, 
not suspected l>y every one. 

I add only that the Fabrice, who hati |MK»r (Jeorge in hi.s 
arms that night, is a man worth meutioiiing. 'i’lte mtm 
Fabrice (Fabricius, or jicrhaps (Mdschmuli in Ch rmau) who 
went as Envoy from the Holstein'Gottorp iwopl« to 
Charles xii. in his Turkish time ; and slnytal with hi» Hwt*tli»h 
Majesty there, for a year or two, inde«l till the rata-wtrophe 
came. His Official iMters from llmt Ma;ne are In print, this 
long while, though considerably forgotten;* a little Volume, 
worth many big ones that hwve been publishofl an that 
subject. The same Fabrice, following Hanover afterwartls, 
came across to London in due course; and tliere he did 
another memorable thing : made mapiainlaurc with the 

1 Horace Walpole, Mminisemm, 

^ Dubourgay^ Deipatche$, in the State- Paper Ofice* 

^ AnmioUs du Sijmr du d$ SmhU d BwndBf^ m di M* k Bmm 

di Fabrici pur snmir dickirdssimmi <1 tMiskin di Ck&rin MIL 

1760, 8vo), 
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Monsieur Arouet, then a young French Exile there, Arouet 
Junior Q le Jevm or 1. who, — ^by an ingenious anagram, 

contrived in his indignation at such banishment, — ^writes 
himself Voltaire ever since; who has been publishing a 
Henriadey and doing other things. Now it was by questioning 
this Fabrice, and industriously picking the memory of him 
clean, that M. de Voltaire wrote another book, much more 
of an ‘Epic’ than Henri iv., — a History y namely, of 
Charles XII. ; ^ which seems to me the best- written of all his 
Books, and wants nothing but truth (indeed a dreadful want) 
to make it a possession forever. Voltairey if you want fine 
writing ; Adler feld and Fabrice y if you would see the features 
ot the Fact : these three are still the Books upon Charles xn. 


His Prussian Majesty Jails into one of his hypochondriacal Fits 

Before this event, his Majesty was in gloomy humour ; and 
special vexations had superadded themselves. Early in the 
Spring, a difficult huff of quarrel, the consummation of a 
good many grudges long subsisting, had faUen-out with his 
neighbour of Saxony, the Majesty of Poland, August, whom 
we have formerly heard of, a conspicuous Majesty in those 
days ; called even ‘ August the Great ’ by some persons in his 
own time ; but now chiefly remembered by his splendour of 
upholstery, his enormous expenditure in drinking and other- 
wise, also by his Three-Hundred and Fifty-four Bastards 
(probably the maximum of any King’s performance in that 
line), and called August der Starkey ‘ August the Physically 
Strong.’ This exemplary Sovereign could not well be a man 
according to Friedrich Wilhelm’s heart : accordingly they had 
their huffs and little collisions now and then : that of the 
Protestant Directorate and Heidelberg Protestants, for instance; 
indeed it was generally about Protestantism ; and more lately 
there had been high words and correspondings about the 

1 See Voltaire, CBuvres Com^plUeSy ii. 149, xxx. 7, 127. Came out in 1731 {iK 
XXX. Avant-Propos, p, ii.). 
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‘ Protestants of Thorn ’ (n Inui tragetiv, of Jesuit intnisjon aiai 
Polish Ferocity, enaetetl there in in which siul 

business Friedrich Wilhelm loyally interfensl, though Rritaimic 
George of blessc<l memory and othew wore but hikcwarm ; 
and nothing could be done in it. Nihliing oxoopt »«ngrv 
coTOspondence with King August; very pnAi>lving to tho 
poor soul, who luid no hand but a nominal one in the 'rimrn 
catastrophe, being driven into it by his uiinily Diet akmo. 

In fact, August, with his gliltiTing eyes aiul oxoollont 
physical constitution, was a very grnod Immom-i-d follow ; 
supremely pleasant in society; ami by no luoaus wishful to 
cheat you, or do you a niisohiof in business, uul.-ss }«« 
necessities compelled him; which often were great. Hut 
hViedrich Wilhelm always kept a gootl eye on sneh pttints ; 
and had himself suffered nothing from the gay oup<'j.t t<- Hon 
of Belial, either in their old Stralsund oopartnorv or otherwise. 
So that, except for these Protestant affairs, - ^nid alas, ojje 
other little ciiuse, — Friedrich Wilhelm hatl contontotlly left the 
Physically Strong to his own course, doing the oiv ilitios of the 
road to him when tliey met; and nothing ill had falloiii out 
between them. This other little cause— alas, it is the old 
story of recruiting; one’s poor I lobby again giving ofrenoo > 
Special reemiting brabbles there luul been ; severe laws j«ois«l 
in Saxony about these kidnapping opomlion.s ; «itd always in 
the Diets, when <piestion rose of this matter, Aiigusl bad lmen 
particularly loud in his denounci ngs. Which was unkind, 
though not unexpeckKl. But now, in the Spring of 17*47, 
here has a worse case than ajjy arisen. 

Captain Natzmer, of I know not what Prusaian R.--iiu. uf. 
‘Sachsen-Weimar Ouirassiem,’ * or miother, hml drop'i over 
into Saxony, to see what could be done in picking up a tall 
man or two. Tall men, one or two, Captain Natjmier did 
pick up, nay a tall de^rter or two (Haxon soldier, inv. i.;!. .! to 
desert) ; but finding his operations gel air, he luuitily withdrew 

‘ Account of it in Buchholi, i. 98.10*. 

^ iil J04, 
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into Brandenburg territory again. Saxon Officials followed him 
into Brandenburg territory; snapt him back into Saxon ; tried 
dm by Saxon law there; — Saxon law, express in such case, 
ondemns Mm to be hanged; and that is his doom accordingly. 

‘Captain Nat2mer to swing on the gallows? Taken on 
Irandenburg territory too, and not the least notice g^ven 
ne?’ Fiiedricli Wilhelm blazes into flaming whirlwind; 
ends an Official Gentleman, one Eatsch, to his Excellent 
Baron von Suhm (the Crown-Prince’s cultivated friaid), with 
bMs appalling message : ‘ If Natzmer be hanged, for cstam I 
will use reprisals; you yourself diall swing!’ Whereupon 
Suhm, in panic, fled over the maKhes to his Master ; who 
bullied him for his pusillanimous tenors; ami applied to 
Friedrich Wilhelm, in fine firen2y of indignant astonishment, 

‘ What, in Heaven’s name, such meditated outrage on the law 
of nations, and flat insult to the hlajesly of Kings, can have 
meant ? ’ Friedrich Wilhelm, the first fury being spoit, ^ 
that he is quite out of square; disavows tiie reprisals upon 
Suhm. ‘Message misdelivered by my Official Gentleman, 
that stupid Katsch; never did intend to h^ Suhm; oh, 
no ; ’ with much other correspondence ; and is very angry at 
T,itngplfj and at the Natzmer affair, wMch has brou^t him 
into tMs bad pass. Into open impropriety ; into dangw of 
an utter rupture, had Eng August been of quarreW 
But King August was not quarrelsome ; and tiMi SeciendtM 
and the Tobacco-Parliament,— on the Kaiser’s who 

wants Pragmatic Sanction and mudi else ont of &ese two 
Kings, and can at no rate have them quarrel m the pr^ 
jmiSurs,— to <,u»ch the fi». 

Natzmer go ; Suhm returned to his post ; and things hirfed 
themselves into some uneasy posture of silence ^ 
to the sensitive fancy of Friedrich Wilhelm ^ 

is his worst collision with Ms Neighbour of Siix«y; mA 
springing from one’s Hobby again ! 

I In Mauvmon (ii. 189-19SI more of it than one wB 

3 PoUnitz, iL 254* 
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These sorrows, the »ioath of (ieor<!:e i., wilh ansirtic-i a., tn 
George n. ant! the course he uiiglit <itke; all this, it was 
thought, preyed uj)ou lus Majesty's spirits; AVilhcliuiiia n.ivs 
it was ‘the fretpient: carousals with Sccki'iuiorf.' aiul uu ulhiic 
chiefly of the royal digest ivc-njtparntus. I-ikt* eiiough ; tir 
both might combitic. It is certain his Majf .ty fell into tun- 
of his hypochondrias at this lime; talkeii of * ahdii-aliug ' and 
other gloomy things, and was very black indfcd. So that 
Seckendorf and (inuukow began tt> he alaruicd. It i. M-tci'a! 
mouths ago he had Frauke the Halh* Metlutdjy jri^iict yhu.tlv 
counsel; his Majesty ceasi'd to have the New .jiapi-r, remi at 
dinner; and lislent'd to lugubrious I-VaiiktA exhortation-, 
instead. Did ICuglisli readej's ever hear of Frauke r" 1 
them make a momculary Hctjuaiutauce with thi-. fauiou . 
German Saint. August ilenmum Frauke. a I.uheel man. 
born 1 ()(iS ; I*rofc.ssor of ’rheology, of llehrevi , Fectui'er on 
the Bible; a wandering, j>erseruti'd, piom. man. Founder of 
the ‘Pietists,’ a kind of {Jeriunu Mctlnxiids, who are >.till a 
famed Sect in that country; and of the iruw.-a/nu/T, at Halle, 
grand Orphan-house, built by charitahle begging, of IV-mke. 
which also still subsists. A reveivud geidlemnt, ver\ 
mournful of visage, now sixty four; and for the jo. , ut, .at 
BcHin, discoursing of things «-t<-ruah iu whut W dUehuiuu 
thinks a very luguhriou.s maiuier, Well; Imt ■.ukIv in a 
very serious manner! 'I'he shn<iows of death w.-n- aheiih 
lOUtid this pool hraiike ; and iu a few week-, tjuu'e, he had 
hhusclf dcpartwl. » Hut hear Wilhehuiim, what .aenud -.he 
givo.s of her own and Hie young Givmuii.r Mag.!'-, behaMour 
on these mournful occasions. SeckeiKlorf.s djui».-r, -4a- e.m 
sidens to be the cause; all .spiritual .sorrows oulv asi adnuut 
not worth mentioning. It is ceriain enough, 

'lbs Majesty liagna to hecotue ; iuul tli.- i.vi-e. I ,,., 

winch tormented liiin rendered his hu.ao.ir v.-ry ,,,..1 h.dv, 
hranke, the famous Pietist, founder ol the Oridma ta.no- at I! .’’a 
UmvorHity, c ontril.uted not a JitUe to ex^Httmrate Umt hater .u d. 1 1... 

* Diet! $\h Juiie tyzy. 
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reverend gentleman entertained the King by raising scruples of con- 
science about the most innocent matters. He condemned all pleasures ; 
damnable all of them^ lie said, even hunting and music. You were to 
speak of nothing but the Word of God only ; all other conversation was 
forbidden. It was always he that carried on the improving talk at table ; 
where he did the office of reader, as if it had been a refectory of monks. 
The King treated us to a sermon every afternoon ; his valet-de-chambre 
gave out a psalm, which we all sang ; you had to listen to this sermon 
with as much devout attention as if it had been an apostle’s. My Brother 
and I had all the mind in the world to laugh ; we tried hard to keep from 
laughing ; but often we burst out. Thereupon reprimand, with ill the 
anathemas of the Church hurled out on us ; which we had to take with a 
contrite penitent air, a thing not easy to bring your face to at the 
moment. In a word, this dog of a Franke’ (he died within few months, 
poor soul, ce chien de Franke) led us the life of a set of Monks of La 
Trappe. 

^ Such excess of bigotry awakened still more gothic thoughts in the 
King. He resolved to abdicate the crown in favour of my Brother. He 
used to talk. He would reserve for himself 10,000 crowns a-year ; and 
retire with the Queen and his Daughters to Wusterhausen. There, 
added he, I will pray to God ; and manage the farming economy, while 
my wife and girls take care of the household matters. You are clever, 
he said to me ; I will give you the inspection of the linen, which you 
shall mend and keep in order, taking good charge of laundry matters. 
Frederika ’ (now thirteen, married to Anspach two years hence), ^ who is 
miserly, shall have charge of all the stores of the house. Charlotte ’ (now 
eleven, Duchess of Brunswick by and by) ^ shall go to market and buy 
our provisions ; and my Wife shall take charge of the little children,' 
says Friedrich Wilhelm, ^ and of the kitchen.'^ 

Poor Friedrich Wilhelm ; what an innocent Idyllium ; — which cannot 
be executed by a King. ^ He had even begun to work at an Instruction, 
or Farewell Advice, for my Brother ; ’ and to point towards various steps, 
which alarmed Grumkow and Seckendorf to a high degree. ^ 

Abdication,^ with a Crown-Prince ready to fall into the 

1 Little children are: i®. Sophie Dorothee, now eight, who married Margraf 
of Schwedt, and was unhappy ; 2®. Ulrique, a grave little soul of seven, Queen 
of Sweden afterwards ; 3“. August Wilhelm, age now five, became Father of a 
new Friedrich Wilhelm, who was King by and by, and produced the Kings that 
still are j 4®. Amelia, now four, born in the way we saw ; and 5®. HenH^ still 
in arms, just beginning to walk. There will be a Sixth and no more (son of this 
Sixth, a Berlin Roui, was killed, in 1806, at the Battle of Jena, or a day or two 
before) ; but the sixth is not yet come to hand. 

® Wilhelmina, Mimoirts de Bareith, i. 108. 
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Fiukensteiu and Kalkslein with him, Tutor juid Sub ^rntoi\ 
otHcially there. And he lodges with old (\>unl Klennuing 
aiicl his dever fashionahle Madaui, tiu* diligent I)nl unsur- 
cessful Flemming, a courtier of the highest ei\ility, tliough 
iracuud, and ‘with a ])assion for making Treat.i(*sf whom we 
know since (lharles xii/s time'. 

Amongst the round of splemlours now set on foot, !'''ri<‘d ■ 
I'idi Wilhelm had, by n(‘cidenl. of Nature, the speetaek* of 
a house on fire, — rather a syuibolie one in Iho^^ parts, 
affonh^d liiiu, aJmost to start with. Dt^ep in the first. Satur- 
day night;, or ral.luu' about two in the morning of Sundav, 
Wackcu'hartlfs grand houst\ kindling by lugligeiu'e some- 
where in the garrets, hla/.ed up, irn^pressilde ; and, with its 
endless upholsteries, with a fine library even, went all into 
llaine ; so that ‘his Majesty, scarcely saving Im t:hiitouilk 
(box of preciosities), Inid to hurry out in undress ; over to 
Flemnnng'’s where his Sou was; wlujre they both continued 
thenceforth. This was the one tou<*h of nnigh, nmid so 
much of dulcet that occurred : no t‘vil, this touch, almost 
rather otherwise, except to poor Wackcu'harth, whose hue 
House lay wrecked by iL 

The visit lasted till Fcdiruary l‘2th, four w(*(‘ks aiul a 
clay. Never were such Ihrice'-magnificent (arnivnl amuse- 
ments : illmnina, lions, cannon salvoings and firewtirks ; operas, 
comedies, redoubts, sow-baitings, fox- anti batigta* liaiting, n*- 
viewing, running at tlu' ring: dinnt'rs of nevt*r imagined 
(luality, this, as a daily itt‘m, m‘eds no expn-vs mt/ntimu 

To the young SolditT- Apprentice all this \\ns, of courst*, in 
pkiasaut contrast With the Potsdam ( iuard house ; ami 
rich Wilhelm himself is understood to have liktal at least the 
dinners, and the airy courteous ways, light table wit and t,*x- 
trome good humour of the lu>sL A successful visit ; burns 
oft like successlul fireworks, piece after piece : ami what more 
is to be said? Of all this nothing; nor, if we cuiiid h«*lp 
t, of another liltlt^ circumstanc<% not im/ntioneil by the News- 
papers or Fassrnann, which constitutes the meaning of this 
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Vinit for oh oow. It in a loatter dillknilt to handle in 
Bpeecln An BngliHli Rditor, chary of such topics, will let 
two witiiCHHCS npeak, crcilihle both, tlunigh not eyewitnesseB ; 
and leave it to i.hi,^ reader m. Rabbling F 611 nii 7 i k the first 
witness ; lie deposes^ after alluding to the sumptuous dinings 
and ilrinkings tliere : 

^ One liny the two liings, niter climuir, winit in domino to the redoubt' 
(mhiio^ whiit we now eiill nmt or eveninir pnrty). * August had a 
mind to take an opportunity., and try whether the reports of Friedrich 
Wilhelufs imiillerence to the fair sex were correct or not. To this emi, 
hi had had a y<ning damsel (/inn/e Permn) of extraordinary beauty intro- 
duoed Into some iide«room ; where they now entered. She wm lying on 
a he<h in a loose gauy.y undress ; and though imwked, showed so many 
charms to the eye that the imagiimilon cotild not hut jmige very favour-* 
ably of the rest The King of Poland approached, in that gallant way of 
his, which had giiineil Inm such favtmr with women* He begged her to 
umnask ; she at hrsfc rdlecied reluctanets ami would not He then told 
her who he was ; and stud, He lu»ped she wouhl not refuse, when two 
icings Imgged her to show tlmm iltis cmnphdsuiice. Hhe thereupon took 
of her imiHk, and showed them one td' the loveliest faces in the world. 
Auguil «e#mid ijulte enchanttid ; and said, as if it had been the first time 
he ever saw her, He could not comprehend how so bewitching a beauty 
had hitherto remained unknown U> him. 

* Friedrich Wilhelm could not help looking at her, He said to the 
King of Ptdand, **Hhe is very beautiful, it must be owned ** ;**'but at 
the same Instant turned his eyes away from her ; and left the. room, and 
the ridotto aliogeiher without delay ; went home, and shut himself in 
Ills room* lie then sent for Herr von (.Jrutnkow, and bitterly complained 
that the King of Ihiland wmited to tempt him* Herr von Grumkow, 
who wm niiltlier «a iiliaste nor so oonseientfoiii iw tfie King, was for 
making a Jest of the matter ; but the King took ii very Hcrums ttme ; and 
commanded him to tell the King of Poland in liis name, ** That he 
begged him very much iwl to ex|Hiso him agidn to accidents of that 
iiiiture, unless he wklietl to have him ijuli Dresden at once.'* Herr von 
Cirniiikow did idii inoMsagiu The King of Pidaiui inughed heartily at It ; 
went itmiglil to Friedrich tV’ilhcIm. and excused himself. Ilie King of 
Prnsalig tiowiiveri kept lib grim look ; so that August eeased joking, and 
turned the dlalogiii on aomo other subject/ ^ 

■* 'Fiik ii Fblkiitxk gathniml frcim the whis|«w of 

* Fdlinit*, y* as4 
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the Tabagie, or rumours in the Court-circles, and may be taken 
as indisputable in the main. Wilhelmina, deriving from similar 
sources, and equally uncertain in details, paints more artistically; 
nor has she forgotten the sequel for her Brother, which at 
present is the essential circumstance : 

^One evening, when the rites of Bacchus had been well attended to, the 
King of Poland led the King’ (my Father), ^strolling about, by degrees, 
into a room very richly ornamented, all the furniture and arrangements 
of which were in a quite exquisite taste. The King, channed with what he 
saw, paused to contemplate the beauties of it a little ; when, all on a 
sudden, a curtain rose, and displayed to him one of the most extraordinary 
sights. It was a girl in the condition of our First Parents, carelessly 
lying on a bed. This creature was more beautiful than they paint Venus 
and the Graces ; she presented to view a form of ivory whiter than snow, 
and more gracefully shaped than the Venus de’ Medici at Florence. The 
cabinet which contained this treasure was lighted by so many wax-candles 
that their brilliancy dazzled you, and gave a new splendour to the beauties 
of the goddess. 

^The Authors of this fine comedy did not doubt but the object would 
make an impression on the King’s heart ; but it was quite otherwise. No 
sooner had he cast his eyes on the beauty than he whirled round with 
indignation ; and seeing my Brother behind him, he pushed him roughly 
out of the room, and immediately quitted it himself ; very angry at the 
scene they had been giving him. He spoke of it, that same evening, to 
Grumkow, in very strong terms ; and declared with emphasis that if the 
like frolics were tried on him again, he would at once quit Dresden. 

^ With my Brother it was otherwise. In spite of the King’s care, he 
had got a full view of that Cabinet Venus ; and the sight of her did not 
inspire in him so much horror as in his father.’ ^ — ^Very likely not ! — 
And in fact, 'he obtained her from the King of Poland, in a rather 
singular way {d^une fa^on assez singuliere) ’ — describable, in condensed 
terms, as follows : 

Wilhelmina says, her poor Brother had been already 
charmed over head and ears by a gay young baggage of a 
Countess Orzelska ; a very high and airy Countess there ; whose 
history is not to be touched, except upon compulsion, and as 
if with a pair of tongs, — ^thrice famous as she once was in this - 
Saxon Court of Beelzebub. She was King August’s nature al 
^ Wilhelmina, i. II2. 
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daughter; a French milliner in Warmw had prodnectl h«T for 
him there. In <iue tinu', a male of the thrce-luimlrtHl ami 
fifty-four, one Uutowaki, Hohiicr hy profi'Ksion, wlu»» wc ahull 
again hear of, took her for niistrcMH ; regardlcHU of natural half- 
Htsterhood, which j>erhaj >8 he did not know of. The admiring 
Rutow.ski, l«*ing of a participative turn, intiHaluced her, after 
a wliilc, to hia honoured panmt ami hera ; hy whom next 
Heavens, human langu!ig<' is unequtd to tlu' histtny of such 
things ! And it is in this <-ap!u-ily she now shines supreme in 
the Saxon dourt; ogling poor young Frilz, and driving him 
distractcrl ; — which phenomenon the IJeelzelnd) Pamit-ljover 
notice<l with pain and j('alousy, it would appar. 

♦His Polish Majesty tlistingtiished her extremely,'' says 
Pdllnitz,^ ‘and was continually visiting lier; so that the 
universid inference was’-— to the above tmspenkuhle eflect. 
‘ She wa.H of fine figure ; ha<i .somi'thing grand in hiT air and 
caiTinge, and the prettiest humour in the worki. She often 
app('ared in men ''8 clothes, which became her very well. Pwiple 
Haiti she w»ut cxtixanely optudiamled ; ’ as indetnl tin; Ik'elztdnib 
Parent-Ijover was of the like tpiality (wht*n he had c»tsh ahtnit 
him), and to her, at this time, h<‘ was proftise la-yontl limit. 
Tndy a tempting asptH-t t>f the Ik'vil, this exptmsive Omdska : 
something beautiful in her, if there aw nt> Istws in this Uni- 
verse ; not .so beaut, ifnl, if ihert* are ! Knough to turn the 
hcatl of a poor <>own-l*rince, if she like, for some time. He 
is just sixteen gout* ; one of the prettiest liwls ami sprigldfk- .t ; 
his homage, clearly tjtiough, is not dis.-igrfcahlf to the laiggage. 
Whert'fore jealous August, the Ikadwhuh-Pan-nl, tak(‘s his 
measures; signifies to J'Vitz, in <Iir«*et, t<*rms, (»r by disma*! 
diplomatic bints and innuendos. That he can have the 
Cabinet Venus (Fonnera her name, of Opem singer kind) ;-- 
hoping thereby that the Orzelska will tx- left nUmf in time 
coming, A mn^dihe'' for a .‘toviTeigu Majesty 

and Beelzebub Farent-Is»vcr, thinks Wilhelmina. 

ITius has our poor Fritz fellen into the wake of Beelzebub ; 

' ii, set. 
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and is not in a good way. Under such and no better guidance, 
in this illicit premature manner, he gets his introduction to 
the paradise of the world. The Formera, beautiful as painted 
Chaos ; yes, her ; — and why not, after a while, the Orzelska 
too, all the same ? A wonderful Armida-Garden, sure enough. 
And cannot one adore the painted divine beauties there (lovely 
as certain apples of the Dead Sea), for some time? — The 
miseries all this brought into his existence, — ^into his relations 
with a Father very rigorous in principle, and with a Universe 
still more so, — ^for years to come, were neither few nor small. 
And that is the main outcome of the Dresden visitings for 
him and us. — 

Great pledges pass between the two Kings ; Prussian Crown- 
Prince decorated with the Order of the Saxon Eagle, or what 
supreme distinction they had ; Ibitowski taken over to Berlin 
to learn war and drill, where he did not remain long : in fact 
a certain liking seems to have risen between the two heteroclite 
individualities, which is perhaps worth remembering as a point 
in natural history, if not otherwise. One other small result of 
the visit is of pictorial nature. In the famed Dresden Gallery 
there is still a Picture, high up, visible if you have glasses, 
where the Saxon Court-Painter, on Friedrich Wilhelm’s bidding 
it is said, soon after these auspicious occurrences, represents 
the two Majesties as large as life, in their respective costumes 
and features (short Potsdam Grenadier- Colonel and tall Saxon 
Darius or Sardanapalus), in the act of shaking hands; 
symbolically burying past grudges, and swearing eternal friend- 
ship, so to speak.^ To this editor the Picture did not seem 
good for much ; but Friedrich Wilhelm’s Portrait in it, none 
of the best, may be of use to travelling friends of his who 
have no other. 

The visit ended on the 12th of February, as the Newspapers 
testify. Long before daybreak, at three in the morning, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, ‘who had smoked after dinner till nine 
the night before,’ and taken leave of everybody, was on the 
^ Forster, i, 226 , 
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road ; but was astonished to find King August and the 
Electoral Prince or Heir- Apparent (who had privately sat up 
for the purpose) insist on conducting him to his carriage.^ 
^ Great tokens of affection,’ known to the Newspapers, there 
were; and one token not yet known, a promise on King 
August’s part that he would return this ever-memorable com- 
pliment in person at Potsdam and Berlin in a few months. 
Remember, then ! — 

As for the poor Crown-Prince, whom already his Father did 
not like, he now fell into circumstances more abstruse than 
ever in that and other respects. Bad health, a dangerous 
lingering fit of that, soon after his return home, was one of 
the first consequences. Frequent fits of bad health, for some 
years coming; with ominous rumours, consultations of physi- 
cians, and reports to the paternal Majesty, which produced 
small comfort in that quarter. The sad truth, dimly indicated, 
is sufficiently visible : his life for the next four or five years 
was ^ extremely dissolute.’ Poor young man, he has got into 
a disastrous course; consorts chiefly with debauched young 
fellows, as Lieutenants Katte, Keith, and others of their stamp, 
who lead him on ways not pleasant to his Father, nor con- 
formable to the Laws of this Universe. Health, either of 
body or of mind, is not to be looked for in his present way of 
life. The bright young soul, with its fine strengths and gifts ; 
wallowing like a young rhinoceros in the mud-bath : — some 
say, it is wholesome for a human soul ; not we ! 

All this is too certain ; rising to its height in the years we 
are now got to, and not ending for fom* or five years to come : 
and the reader can conceive all this, and whether its effects 
were good or not. Friedrich Wilhelm’s old-standing disfavour 
is converted into open aversion and protest, many times into 
fits of sorrow, rage and despair, on his luckless Son’s behalf ; 
— and it appears doubtful whether this bright young human 
soul, comparable for the present to a rhinoceros wallowing in 

^ Boyar, xxxv, 199. 
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the mud-bath, with nothing but its snout visible, and a dirty 
gurgle all the sound it makes, will ever get out again or not. 

The rhinoceros soul got out ; but not uninjured ; alas, no, 
bitterly polluted, tragically dimmed of its finest radiances for 
the remainder of life. The distinguished Sauerteig, in his 
Springwurzeluy has these words : ^ To burn away, in mad waste, 
the divine aromas and plainly celestial elements from our exist- 
ence ; to change our holy-of-holies into a place of riot ; to 
make the soul itself hard, impious, barren ! Surely a day is 
coming, when it will be known again what virtue is in purity 
and continence of life; how divine is the blush of young 
human cheeks; how high, beneficent, sternly inexorable if 
forgotten, is the duty laid, not on women only, but on every 
creature, in regard to these particulars ? Well ; if such a day 
never come again, then I perceive much else will never come. 
Magnanimity and depth of insight will never come; heroic 
punty of heart and of eye; noble pious valour, to amend us 
and the age of bronze and lacker, how can they ever come ? 
The scandalous bronze-lacker age, of hungry animalisms, 
spiritual impotencies and mendacities, will have to run its 
course, till the Pit swallow it.’ — 

In the case of Friedrich, it is certain such a day never fully 
came. The ‘ age of bronze and lacker,’ so as it then stood, — 
reheved truly by a backbone of real Spartan iron (of right 
battle steel when needed) : this was all the world he ever got 
to dream of. His ideal, compared to that of some, was but 
low; his existence a hard and barren, though a genuine one, 
and only worth much memory in the absence of better. 
Enough of all that. 


Tlw Physically Strong pays his Comter- Visit 

August the Strong paid his Return-visit in May following. 
Of which sublime transaction, stupendous as it then was to 
the Journalistic mind, we should now make no mention, except 
for its connexion with those points, ^ — and more especially for 
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a foolish rumour, which now rose about Prince Fred and the 
Double-Marriage, on occasion of it. The magnificence of this 
visit and reception being so extreme, — ^King August, for one 
item, sailing to it, with sound of trumpet and hautbois, in 
silken flotillas gayer than Cleopatra’s, down the Elbe, — there 
was a rash towards Berlin of what we will not call the scum, 
but must call the foam of mankind, rush of the idle moneyed 
populations from all countries ; and such a crowd there, for 
the three weeks, as was seldom seen. Foam everywhere is 
stirred up, and encouraged to get under way. 

Prince Frederick of Hanover and England, ^Duke of 
Edinburgh ’ as they now call him, ‘ Duke of Gloucester ’ no 
longer, it would seem, nor ^ Prince of Wales ’ as yet ; he, 
foamy as another, had thoughts of coming ; and rumour of 
him rose very high in Berlin, — how high we have still singular 
proof. Here is a myth, generated in the busy Court-Imagina- 
tion of Berlin at this time ; written down by PoUnitz as plain 
fact afterwards; and from him idly copied into Coxe'^ and 
other English Books. We abridge from watery PoUnitz, 
taking care of any sense he has. This is what ran in certain 
high-frizzled heads then and there : and was dealt-out in 
whispers to a privileged few, watery Pollnitz’s informers among 
them, till they got a myth made of it. Frederick Duke of 
Edinburgh, second hope of England at this time, he is the 
hero. 

It appears, this loose young gentleman, standing in no 
favour with his sovereign Father, had never yet been across 
to England, the royal Parent preferring rather not to have 
him in sight ; and was living idle at Hanover ; very eager 
to be wedded to Wilhelmina, as one grand and at present 
grandest resource of his existence. It is now May 1728 ; 
and Frederick Duke of Edinburgh is twenty-one. He writes 
to his Aunt and intended Mother-in-law, Queen Sophie (date 
not ascertainable to a day. Note burnt as soon as read) : 
^ That he can endure this tantalising suspense no longer ; such 
^ Coxe’s WalpoU (London, 1798), i* 
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endless higgling about a supn'ine hU'ssetljW’ss, %'irtuall_v agr<*«-<l 
upon, may be sport to others, but is death to him. That 
he will come prividcly at onw, hjk! wetl his Wilhi-lmiiia ; and 
so make an end ; the bigwigs to adjust it aRerwanlH as they 
can and may.’ ^Vh(•n•upon Sophie Dorothi'e, gladdest of 
women, simds for Dnbourgay the British And>n.ssador (Briga- 
dier Dubourgay, the respeetable old genllemun who siM'ils ill, 
who is strong for the Double-Marriage always), to tell him 
what fine news there is, and what answer sho has sent. 
Respectable Dubourgay stands silent, with li'n'^thetung face; 
‘ Your Majesty, how unfortunate that I of all mim now hear 
it ! I must instiintly dispatch a courier with the news to 
I.oudon !’ And the wspeetahle man, stoically deaf to her 
Maj^ity’s entreaties, to all wnsidemtionB but that of his 
evident duty, ‘sends the courier’ (thinks Ptillnit*) ;«• “ni|» 
thereby that fine Hanover speetdation in the bud, sees Frin« 
Fred at once auinmomxi over to England, ami producr.'i several 
eflects. Nearly the whole of which, on examining the Docu- 
ments,^ proves to be myth. 

Pdllnitz himself adds two cireumstances, in n'gard to it, 
which are pretty impossible : as, firnt, that Friislrich Wilhelm 
luul joyfully conscnto<l to this ciande.sline in!ui-ia;'f, anti was 
eagerly waiting for it; second, that Gwirge ». ttw hatl 
])rivately favonreci or even instigated the twlventure, iHsing at 
heart willing to escape the trouhle of Messages to Parliatnenl, 
to put his Son in the wrong, and I know not what.® 'rim 
particlta of fact in the nlfair are liktnvisc two ; I'drst, that 
Queen Sophie, and from her the Fourtier Ptihlic g-n* r;vl!y, 
expected the Hanover Royal nighness, wh<» pn.b.thly luui iv d 
thoughts of seeing Berlin and his Intentkal, on this orcasitai ; 
Dubourgay reports daily rumours of the Royal Ilighu.'^s 
being actually ‘ seen ’ there in an eviuu!itet*iit maimer ; and 
Wilhelmina says, her Mother was so certain of him, * she took 

> Dubourgay’g Despatches (1728s X9 May. « June, s Oet.). in Uw .Slate I'aKi 

Office here. 

* Fdlhut% ii. i 27 a- 274 . 
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is, that; a mihaltem Official nlanil tins Ilaval Iliglunws, one 
lAttiolhc of Ilnuovt r, who hm! ajijawai in Ilnrtin »!«»»! that 
time, was thrown into primni not long after, for what tnis- 
tx'liavimn* none knew, ~ for fiieuiiiii'<;insp tlissolnte It«)‘al 
liiglmesM in wild •.tlifiiH-., it was gmsamsi. Ami m» the Myth 
grew, nntl wjw fouml wntly for I’hUiiitK ami his ftiUower*. 
Hoynl Highness tlkl come over to Ihighiutl ; not then as tlw 
Myth Iwiars, hut nine ntontlia afterwards in ItetiBinlwir next; ami 
found other m«w of irritating his imprative, flighty, inuadbl# 
ami rafter fooHft little Father, in an »'\ci' ittiieasing degrw. 
* Vc'ry coldly recelvmi at Court,’ it is said : ill settn hy Walpde 
and the Fowers; iKsing too likely to become a ftmis of 
f)j){)ositiuu then*. 

The Visit, meanwhile, thougii there came no Duke of 
Ktlinhurgh to im it, was sublime in the extreme; FoUsh 
Majesty Ireing magniflmii* itself j and tJie fwigal Fricslrirh 
Wilhelm llghting-up his dim C’oiurt into insurjmsmddo 
hrilliancv, is-ganllcss of exjamw ; so tl»«t even the Smoking 
Farliament (where August attemled now and then) Iwame 
luminous. 'Hm t,*rown-l*rinct% who in late months had lan- 
guislnsl in a state «if miserable health, in a manner ominoua 
to his physicians, confined nmatiy to his room or his Iwd, 
was now happily on foot again amd Wilhelmina not®« one 
cirewmstamro which much «*mtribwled to his n covi iy ; '|1mt 
the fair Orzelska hml attended her natural (or intimtutiil) 
Farcnl, on this wowion ; ami M?eimsl to la?, m Willndmina 
thinks, iit»(«mim<m!y kind to the Crown-Frim#, 'I1w llelr- 
Aj>paicnt. of Saxony, a taciturn, inoflensive rather «|»8«|ne« 
looking gciillcmun, jww turned of thirty, and gone over to 
I’apistry long since, wift views to ht King of FoSand hy and 
by, which provdi eirtH;tuai as vre sltall find, was also here : 
Count Hrhhl, too, still in a mj sulmltem capnclfy. and 
others whotn we and the Crown-Prince sliall have to know, 
'rhe Heir- Apparent'* Wife (actual Kaiser's Nfe>M, kto Kaiser 
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Joseph's Daiiohler, a s<*vere Auntma lml}\ hfuij^hlit^r than 
lovely) has staid at home in Dresden, 

But here, at drst haiuh is a slight view of tliat iitiicjtte 
Polish Majesty, the Saxon Man of Sin ; which tiie reiuler may 
be pleasecl to accept out of idle curiosity^ if for no better 
reason. Wo abridge from Wilhelinina ; ^ whom Fassnuum, 
kindled to trijile accuracy by this grand IjusineHS, is at !mnd 
to correct where needful : " ‘ The King of Poland arrived upon 
us at Berlin on the 29th of May,"' says Wilhelinina; lim! Imm 
at Potsdam, under Friiutrich Wilhelnrn mm\ for three days 
jmst : Saturday afternoon, 20th May I72B;, that is with 
exactitude the ever-nunuorable dale. 

He paid his respects in her MaJeslyV apartment, for an 
instant, that evening; hut made his hiinnal visit next day. 
Very grand indeed. Oarried by two shining |iatlico!ourtT! 
creatures, heyducs so-calUd, through double rows of itien^ 
j)eerages and sublimities, in a sublime setlan (lK»ing lame of a 
foot, ft)ot lately ainputaUal of two t<H*s, sore still open) ; * in 
a sedan covered with r(*d velvet galooned with gold/ says the 
devout Fassmann, tremblingly exact, ‘ up tlie gnuul slaircHse 
along the grand Galh'ry'; in whidi mipreme region (Apart* 
ments of the late King Fxialrich of gorgeou?^ memory) her 
Majesty now is for the occiLsion, ‘ The Queen rmdvixt him 
a.t the door of In^r third AnteehamlM^r/ says W iliu lmiim ; 
tliird or outmost AnbT’hnmber, end of that griind (hdlery and 
its pecrag(\s and shining cn*atUTO : ^ he gave the Qiiei*n his 
liancl and led her in.' Princesses were tliere, iit least the 

^ i. 124 . 

^ Des glorwUrdif^sUn FiirUen nmi Mirrn^ Hirm i^rUitkh %im 

GrossmLtbm uml IhUkn^Thutctt {Of ihit maM gliaiays Crliict I^>f 4 

Friedrich AuKRst Ok: Cmn, Kin|: of Fakm!, etc, ilm Uk stal Dreilii 

by I). F. (David Fassinann), lu’aiikfurt smi I.s?i|«ig, l?f|4 j lattw, |>|i, 

A work written with upturneil rye. of ptmttm admirslkm Im * Ikm 
(“Their^j” Majesty) the Grmi* i exftct tw, blit awielf wllli flw 

chthes of the matter, and such a matter I work ticefit m 

Sion, to the stupidest m0rt.1l Tlie «me Fmmana, wli^ wit it Hi Fill al 
St. Germain, who Iodised somclirnci with the Fotid*,« and wbwf Wi|i 

arc all fallen dark to us. 
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grown ones of us were. All standing, except the Queen only. 

^ He refused to sit, and again refused ; ’ stoically talked 
graciosities, disregarding the pain of his foot ; and did not, 
till refusal threatened to become uncivil, comply with her 
Majesty’s entreaties. ^ How impolite ! ’ smiled he to us young 
ones. ^ He had a majestic port and physiognomy ; an affable 
polite air accompanied all his movements, all his actions.’ 
Kind of stereotyped smile on his face ; nothing of the inner 
gloom visible on our Charles n. and similar men of sin. He 
looked often at Wilhelmina, and was complimentary to a 
degree, — ^for reasons undivinable to Wilhelmina. For the 
rest, ‘ much broken for his age ’ ; the terrible debaucheries 
(les dibauches terribles) having had their effect on him. He 
has fallen Widower last year. His poor Wife was a Bran- 
denburg - Baireuth Princess ; a devout kind of woman ; 
austerely witnessing the irremediable in her lot. He has got 
far on with his Three-hundred and fifty-four ; is now going 
fifty-five ; lame of a foot, as we see, which the great Petit of 
Paris cannot cure, neither he nor any Surgeon, but can only 
alleviate by cutting-off two toes. Pink of politeness, no 
doubt of it ; but otherwise the strangest dilapidated hulk of 
a two-legged animal without feathers ; probably, in fact, the 
chief Natural Solecism under the Sun at that epoch ; — 
extremely complimentary to us Princesses, to me especially. 

‘ He quitted her Majesty’s Apartment after an hour’s con- 
versation: she rose to reconduct him, but he would by no 
manner of means permit that,’ — and so vanished, carried off 
doubtless by the shining creatures again. The ^Electoral 
Prince,’ Heir- Apparent, next made his visit ; but he was a 
dry subject in comparison, of whom no Princess could say 
much. Prince Friedrich will know him better by and by. 

Young Maurice, ‘ Count of Saxony,’ famed afterwards as 
Marechdl de Saxe^ he also is here with his Half-Sister Orzelska 
and the others, in the train of the paternal Man of Sin ; and 
makes acquaintance with Friedrich. He is son of the female 
Konigsmark called Aurora (‘ who alone of mortals could make 
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Charles Twelfth fly his ground’) ; uejfliew, therefore, of llie 
male Konigsmark who was cut-down long ago at Hanover, 
and burietl in the fireplace. He re'seinbles hi.H Father in 
strength, vivacity, above jdl things in dcb.uui-lnTy, and dia- 
regartl of finance. They ninrritsl him at the due years to 
some j)oor rich woman ; but with her he has alreiuly ended ; 
with her and with many olliem. ('onrland, Adrienne I^e- 
couvreur, Anne Iwanowna with the hig chrek the reader 
has perhap.s searehed out then# things for hitnself frtnn the 
dull History-Books ; — or pcrliaps it was belter for him if he 
never sought them ? Dnlu-dom of tkiurland, comiccteil with 
Polish Hovcn iguty, and now about to fall vacant, wa« one of 
Count Maurire’s grand sallies in the world. Adrienne 
I.ccouvieuv, foolish French Actress, lent him all the ‘i0,000i. 
she had galhensl by hokling the mirror up to Nature and 
otherwise, to prosecute tliis Courland businaa ; which proved 
impossible for him. He wan atlventumus enough, audacious 
enough ; fought well ; but the problem was, To fall in love 
with the Dowager Anne Iwanowna, Cousin of tJmr Peter n. j 
big brazen llussian woman (such a chet'k the Pictures give her, 
in size and somewhat in expression like a West}>halia ham !), 
who was Widow of the last active Duke ; — and tlds, with all 
his adventurous audacity, Count Maurice could not do. 'Phe 
big Widow discovered tihat he did not like W«ttphalia hams 
in that particular form ; that he only pretende<i to like them : 
upon which, in just indignalion, she disowned and dismisned 
him i and falling herself to l» Czarina not long afterwards, 
and taking Bieran the Courlander for her bi-hn wl, she snado 
Bieren Duke, and Ckmrland braume im{K>sHibIe for Count 
Maurice. 

However, he too is a dashing young fellow ; * circular bl«k 
eyebrows, eyes glittering bright, partly with animal vivacity, 
partly with spiritual stand* si* feet in his stockings, btwks 
horse-shoes with his hands; full of irregular ingenuity and 
audacity ; has l»een .soldh'ring almut, ever since birth almost ; 
and undersbuids many a thing, though the woret spdfer ever 
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known. With him loo young Fritz is much charmed : the 
flower, he, of the illegitimate Three-hundred and fifty-four, 
and probably the chief achievement of the Saxon Man of Sin 
in this world, where he took such trouble. Friedrich and he 
maiulained some occfwional con-iwpondence afterwards ; but, 
to jtidge by Fritxlrich’s part of it (mere polite congratulations 
on Fontenoy, and the like), it must have been of the last 
vacuity ; and to us it is now absolute zero, however clearly 
spelt attd printed.' 

'rhe rhysieally Strong, in some three weeks, after kindling 
such air eirulgcmc about Berlin as was never seen before or 
since in Friedrich William’s reign, went his way again, — 
* towarcls Poland for the Diet,’ or none of ns cares whither or 
for whiit. Here at Berlin he has been sublime enough. Some 
of the phenomena surpiv.ssed anything Wilhelmina ever saw : 
such floods and rows of r<‘.splcndeut people crowding in to 
dinner ; and she could not but contrast the splendour of the 
Polish retinues and their plumages and draperies, with the 
straight-buttoned Prussian dignitaries, all in mere soldier 
uniform, succinct * blue coat, white linen gaiters,’ and no 
sujierfluity even in the ej)auletle.s and red facings. At table, 
she says, they drank much, talked little, and bored one 
another a grtwt deal {.s'enmnjoiaU beaitcoup). 


QfPrimm/i WilMmbiu's Four Kings and other meffectml 

Suitors 

Dilapidalwl Polish Majesty, we observed, was extremely 
attentive to Wilhelmina; nor could she ascertain, for long 
after, wliat the particular reimon was;. l,ong after, Wilhelmina 
wcertainwl that there hml been the wonderfulest scheme con- 
cocting, or a* gootl m concitcled, in these swearings of eternal 

‘ Given fcitttgelbeif In (Emm di Fridiric U Grand, xv«. 3 oo- 309 - See 
fidher, whwver l»M cariosity, Preuw, Fritdricks Lebmsgeschichie, in. 167-169 ; 
E«;i»gn«o, dm Camtt d» Sm (» good little military Book, done into German, 
t,ril»*i8, 1774, # vo!(i,)r Cramer, DenJiwilrdi^bititen dir Gr&fin Aurora von 
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friendship : no other than that of marrying her, Wilhelmina, 
now a slim maiden coming nineteen, to this dilapidated Saxon 
Man of Sin going (or limping) fifty-five, and broken by 
debcmches terriUes (rivers of champagne and tokay, for one 
item), who had fallen a Widower last year ! They had 
schemed it aU ont, Wilhelmina understands : Friedrich 
Wilhelm to advance such and such moneys as dowry, and 
others furthermore as loan, for the occasions of his Polish 
Majesty, which are manifold ; Wilhelmina to have The 
Laxisitz (Lmatia) for jointure, Lausitz to be Friedrich Wil- 
helm’s pledge withal ; and other intricate conditions what 
would Wilhelmina have thought ? One shudders to contem- 
plate ; — ^hopes it might mostly he loose brain-web and courtier 
speculation, never settled towards fact. 

It is certain, the dilapidated Polish Majesty having become 
a Widower, questions would rise. Will not he marry again ? 
And with whom ? Certain also, he wants Friedrich Wilhelm’s 
alliance ; having great schemes on the anvil, which are like to 
be delicate and perilous, — schemes of ^ partitioning Poland,’ 
no less ; that is to say, cutting-ofF the outskirts of Poland, 
flinging them to neighbouring Sovereigns as propitiation, or 
price of goodwill, and rendering the rest hereditary in his 
family. Pragmatic Sanction once acceded to, would probably 
propitiate the Kaiser ? For which, and other reasons, Polish 
Majesty still keeps that card in his hand. Friedrich Wil- 
helm’s alliance, with such an army and such a treasury, the 
uses of that are evident to the Polish Majesty. — ^By the 
blessing of Heaven, however, his marriage with Wilhelmina 
never came to anything : Ms Electoral Prince, Heir- 
Apparent, objected to the jointures and alienations, softly, 
steadily ; and the project had to drop before Wilhelmina ever 
knew of it. 

And this man is probably one of the ^ Four Kings ’ she 
was to be asked by ? A Swedish Officer, with some skill in 
palmistry, many years ago, looked into her innocent little 
^ Wilhelmina, i. 114 . 
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hand, and prophesied, ‘ She was to he in terms of courtship, 
engagement or as good as engagement, with Four Kings, and 
to wed none of them.’ Wilhelmina counts them in her 
mature days. The_^rs^ will surprise everybody, — Charles xn. 
of Sweden ; — who never can have heen much of a suitor, the 
rather as the young Lady was then only six gone ; but who 
might, like enough, be talked of, by transient third-parties, 
in those old Stralsund times. The second, — cannot we guess 
who the second is ? The third is this August the dilapidated 
Strong. As to the seccmd, Wilhelmina sees already, in credu- 
lous moments, that it may be Hanover Fred, whom she will 
never marry either ; — and does not see (nor did, at the time 
of writing her MhruAres, ‘ in 1744’ say the Books) that Fred 
never would come to Kingship, and that the Pa lmi stry was 
incomplete in that point. The JburtJi, a^in, is clearly young 
Czar Peter n. ; of whom there was transient talk or project, 
some short time after this of the dilapidated third. But that 
too came to nothing ; the poor young lad di^ whKe only 
fifteen ; nay, he had already * fallen in love with his Aunt 
Elizabeth ’ {mf&rrie Catm du Nord in time coming), and ^ven 
up the Prussian prospect.^ 

All which would be nothing, or almost less, to Wilhelmina, 
walking fancy-free there, — ^were it not for Papa and Mamma, 
and the importunate insidious bystanders. Who do make a 
i-l.lTig of it, first and last ! Never in any romance or stage- 
play was young Lady, without blam^ without furtherance 
and without hindrance of her own, so tormented about a 
settlement in life ; — passive she, all the while, mere clay m 


1 He was the Great Peter’s Grandson (Son having gone a tragical road) ; (^. 
May 1727— January 1730: Anne Iwanowna (Great Peter s Niece, 

DaughU), our Courland Mend with the big cheek, sucked; 
oS^ 74 o: then, after some sUght shock of 
Slid, who was Daughter of the Great Peter f>y 

Catherine whom we once met. See Mannstein, Memoirs of (LcaA», 

mS PP TX for some account of Peter li. ; and the rest of t^ Vd^ te a 
JeS’inllligent History of this Anne, at least of her Wars, where Marmstem 
himself usually had part. ^ 

VOL. II. 
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the hands of the jjotter ; and begf^ing the Universe to have 
the extreme gowlness only to leave her akme !— 

Tims too, among the train of King Augtist in this Rerlin 
visit, a certain Soldier Oifieial of his, Duke of Sachsen Weis- 
s<snfels, Johann Adolf by name, a poor Ca<l(!t Cousin of the 
Saxon House, — another eklcrly Royal Iliglmess of small 
])ossibility, — was particularly atlenlive to Wilhehnina ; now 
and on subsetjuent occsosions. Titular Duke of Weissenfels, 
Brother of the real Duke, anti not even sure of the succession 
as yet; but living on King August’s pay; not without 
capacity of drink and tlu; like, some allege: ■ oUuu'wise a 
mere betilled, Ix'lasscIIcd military gvuflvmnn, of no ajjecial 
(pmlities, evil or good -who will often lunj-up again in this 
History ; but fails always to make any iinprowon on us 
except that of a Serene Highness in tlio abstract ; unex- 
ceptionable Human Mask, of polite turn, behung with titles, 
and no doubt a stomach in the inside of it ; he now, ami 
afterwards, by all opportunities, <liligently continuw! his 
attentions in the Wilhelmina tpmrter, I'’or a go<Kl while it 
was never guess«l what he could he driving at ; till at ImI 
Queen Sophie, becoming aware of it, took him to task ; with 
cold severity, reminded him that sotm; things aa* on one’s 
level, and some things not. To which humbly bowing, in 
unfcigm'd penitence, he retiretl from the audacity, back fore- 
most : Would never even in dreams have presumed, had not 
his Pnissiaii Majesty authoriwxl ; wouki now, sims- her Ihtis- 
sian Majesty hwl that feeling, withdraw silently, and live 
forgotten, as an obieure Royal ilighncas in the alwtract 
(though fallen Widower lately) ought to do. And so at 
least there was an end of that inatUa*, one might hojM},-— 
though in effect it still abortively stiuietl up now and then, 
on Papa’s part, in his frantic humours, for years to come. 

Then there is the Margraf of Hchwedt, Friedrich Wlllielm 
by name, chief Prince of the Bkwd, his Majesty’s Cousin, 
and the Old Dcsssnucr's Nephew; none of the likell«t of 
men, intrinsically taken : he and his Dowager Mother,— the 
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Dessauer’s Sister, a highgoing, tacitly obstinate old Dowager 
(who dresses, if I recollect, in flagrant colours), — are very 
troublesome to Wilhelmina. The flagrant Dame, — she might 
have been ‘ Queen-Mother ’ once forsooth, had Papa and my 
Brother but been made away with ! — ^watches her time, and 
is diligent by all opportunities. 


CHAPTER IV 


DOUBLE-MARRIAGE PROJECT IS NOT DEAD 

And the Double-Marriage, in such circumstances, are we 
to consider it as dead, then ? In the soul of Queen Sophie 
and those she can influence, it lives flame-bright ; but with 
all others it has fallen into a very dim state. Friedrich 
Wilhelm is still privately willing, perhaps in a degree wishful ; 
hut the delays, the supercilious neglects have much disgusted 
him ; and he, in the mean while, entertains those new specu- 
lations. George ii., never a lover of the Prussian Majesty’s 
nor loved by him, has been very high and distant ever since 
his Accession; offensive rather than otherwise. He also is 
understood to be vaguely willing for the thing ; willing 
enough, would it be so hind as accomplish itself without 
trouble to him. But the settlements, the applications to 
Parliament : — and all for this perverse Fred, who has become 
unlovely, and irritates our royal mind ? George pushes the 
matter into its pigeon-holes again, when brought before him. 
Higher thoughts occupy the soul of little George. Congress 
of Soissons, Convention of the Pardo,^ Treaty of Seville ; a 
part to be acted on the world-theatre, with applauses, with 
envies, almost from the very demigods ? Great Kaisers, over- 


1 Or, in effect, ‘ Treaty of Madrid,’ 6th March 1728. This was to 

Soissons 5 Terms^ant at length consenting there, ‘at her P^ p^° 

(Kaiser and all the world urging her for ten months past), to accept the Peace, 
and leave- off besieging Gibraltar to no purpose (Coxe, i, 303). 
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shadowing Nature with their Pragmatic Sanctions, their pre- 
ternatural Diplomacies, and making the Terrestrial Balance 
reel hither and thither ; — Kaisers to be clenched perhaps by 
one^s dexterity of grasp, and the Balance steadied again ? 
Prussian Double-Marriage ! — 

One royal soul there is who never will consent to have the 
Double-Marriage die : Queen Sophie. She had passed her 
own private act-of-parliament for it ; she was a very obstinate 
wife, to a husband equally obstinate. ^ Je -houlever serai 
VMmjpirey writes she once ; ^ I will overturn the German 
Empire,’ if they drive me to it, in this matter.^ What secret 
manoeuvering and endeavouring went on unweariedly on royal 
Sophie’s part, we need not say ; nor in what bad element, of 
darkness and mendacity, of eavesdropping, rumouring, back- 
stairs intriguing, the affair now moved. She corresponds on 
it with Queen Caroline of England ; she keeps her two 
children true to it, especially her Son, the more important 
of them. 


Crown-Prince Friedrich writes certain Letters 

Queen Sophie did not overturn the Empire, but she did 
almost overturn her own and her family’s existence, by these 
courses ; which were not wise in her case. It is certain she 
persuaded Crown-Prince Friedrich, who was always his Mother’s 
boy, and who perhaps needed little bidding in this instance, 
‘ to write to Queen Caroline of England ’ ; Letters one or 
several : thrice-dangerous L.etters ; setting forth (in sub- 
stance), His deathless affection to that Beauty of the world, 
her Majesty’s divine Daughter the Princess Amelia (a very 
paragon of young women, to judge by her picture and one’s 
own imagination) ; and likewise the firm resolution he, Fried- 

^ Letter copied by Dubourgay (in Despatch, marked to Lord Towns- 

hend, 3d-i4th May 1729); no clear address given, — probably to Dubourgay 
himself, convey id by 'a Lady* (one of the Queen’s Ladies), as he dimly 
intimates. 
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ricli Crown-Prince, lias formed, and the vow he hereby mak^, 
Either to wed that celestial creature when permitted, or else 
never any of the Daughters of Eve in this world. Congresses 
of Soissons, Smoking Parliaments, Preliminaries of the Pardo 
and Treaties of Seville may go how they can. If well, it 
shall be well ; if not well, here is my vow, solemn pro- 
mise and unchangeable determination, which your gracious 
Majesty is humbly entreated to lay up in the tablets of your 
royal heart, and to remember on my behalf, should had 
days arise ! — 

It is clear such Letters were sent ; at what date first be- 
ginning, we do not know ; — ^possibly before this date ? Nor 
would matters rise to the vowing pitch all at once. One 
Letter, supremely dangerous should it come to be known, 
Wilhelmina has copied for us,^ — ^in Ofiicial style (for it is the 
Mother'^s composition this one) and without date to it : — 
the guessable date is about two years hence ; and we will 
give the poor Document farther on, if there be place for it. 

Such particulars are yet deeply unknown to Priedrich 
Wilhelm ; but he surmises the general drift of things in that 
quarter; and how a disobedient Son, crossing his Father'^s 
will in every point, abets his Mother'*s disobedience, itself 
audacious enough, in regard to this one. It is a fearful 
aggravation of Friedrich Wilhelm’s ill-humour with a 
Son, which has long been upon the growing hand. His 
dislikes, we know, were otherwise neither few nor small. 
Mere ^ disliJces ’ properly so-called, or dissimilarities to Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, a good many of them ; dissimilarities also to 
a Higher Pattern, some 1 But these troubles of the Double- 
Marriage will now hurry them, the just and the unjust of 
them, towards the flaming pitch. The poor youth has a bad 
time ; and the poor Father too, whose humour we know 1 
Surly gusts of indignation, not unfrequently cufls and strokes ; 
or still worse, a settled aversion, and rage of the chronic 
kind ; studied neglect and contempt, — so as not ev^ to help 

1 Wilhelmina, L 183. 
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him at table, but leave him fasting while the others eat ; ^ — 
all this the young man has to bear. The innumerable mal- 
treatments, authentically chronicled in Wilhelmina’s and the 
other Books, though in a dateless, unintelligible manner, 
would make a tragic sum ! — Here are two Billets, copied 
from the Prussian State- Archives, which will show us to 
what height matters had gone, in this the joxing man’s 
seventeenth year. 

To his Majesty (from the Crown-Prince) 

‘ Wusterliauseii, 11th September 1728. 

'My BBAB Papa, — I have not, for a long while, presumed to come 
to my dear Papa; partly because he forbade me ; hut chiefly because I 
had reason to expect a still worse reception than usual : and, for fear of 
angering my dear Papa by my present request, I have preferred making 
it in writing to him. 

' I therefore beg my dear Papa to be gracious to me ; and can here say 
that, after long reflection, my conscience has not accused me of any the 
least thing with which 1 could reproach myself. But if I have, against 
my will and knowledge, done anything that has angered my dear Papa, 
I herewith most submissively beg forgiveness ; and hope my dear Papa 
will lay aside that cruel hatred which I cannot but notice in all his 
treatment of me. I could not otherwise suit myself to it ; as I always 
thought I had a gracious Papa, and now have to see the contrary. I 
take confidence, then, and hope that my dear Papa will consider all this, 
and again be gracious to me. And, in the mean while, I assure him that 
I will never, all my days, fail with my will ; and, notwithstanding his 
disfavour to me, remain, — 'My dear Papa’s Most faithful and obedient 
Servant and Son, 

' Friedrich.' 

To which Friedrich Wilhelm, by return of messenger, writes 
what follows. Very implacable, we may perceive ; — not calling 
his Petitioner ^ Thou,’ as kind Paternity might have dictated ; 
infinitely less by the polite title ^They (aSiV),’ which latter 
indeed, the distinguished title of ' Sie, his Prussian Majesty, 
we can remark, reserves for Foreigners of the supremest 
quality, and domestic Princes of the Blood ; naming all other 
^ Dubourgay, smpitls. 
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Prussian subjects, and poor Fritz in this place, ^He (JEr),’ in 
the style of a gentleman to his valet, — which style even a 
valet of these new days of ours would be unwilling to put up 
with. ‘jEr, He,’ ‘His’ and the other derivatives sound 
loftily repulsive in the German ear ; and lay-open impassable 
gulfs between the Speaker and the Spoken-to. ‘ His 
obstinate’ — ^But we must, after all, say Thy and Thou^ for 
intelligibility’s sake . 

‘Thy obstinate perverse disposition ’ head), ‘ which does not love 

thy Father, — ^for when one does everything' (everything commanded) 
‘ and really loves one' s Father, one does what the Father requires, not 
while he is there to see it, but when his back is turned too ' — (His 
Majesty's style is very abstruse, ill-spelt, intricate, and in this instance 
trips itself, and falls on its face here, a mere intricate nominative without 
a verb !) — ‘ For the rest, thou know'st very well that I can endure no 
effeminate fellow {efeminirten JSIert), who has no human inclination in 
him ; who puts himself to shame, cannot ride nor shoot ; and withal is 
dirty in his person ; frizzles his hair like a fool, and does not cut it off. 
And all this I have, a thousand times, reprimanded ; but all in vain, and 
no improvement in nothing (keine Besserung in nits ist). For the rest, 
haughty, proud as a churl ; speaks to nobody but some few, and is not 
popular and affable ; and cuts grimaces with his face, as if he were a fool ; 
and does my will in nothing unless held to it by force ; nothing out of 
love ; — and has pleasure in nothing but following his own whims' (own 
Kopf)y — ‘ no use to him in anything else. This is the answer. 

‘Fbiedrich Wilhelm,'^ 


Double-Marriage Project reemerges in cm Official Shape 

These are not favourable outlooks for the Double-Marriage. 
Nevertheless it comes and goes ; and within three weeks later, 
we are touched almost with a kind of pity to see it definitely 
emerging in a kind of Official state once more. For the 
question is symbolical of important political questions. The 
question means withal, What is to be done in these dreadful 
Congress-of-Soissons complexities, and mad reelings of the 
Terrestrial Balance ? Shall we hold by a dubious and rather 
^ Preuss, i. 27 > Cramer, pp. 33, 34 
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losing Kaiser of Uiin kind, in sjiite of hi* tluUirtie*, hi* 
iiiexplicil promltuvs (for whieh lie imy I»vp wiwkihh) 
the Ih'onuHC of Jiiltch mid Iferg? Or wu mit rlutrh 
Engkml, after all, aixl jwrlmjw hriiig him to terms? 

Smoking Parliament Inui no IlmiHanl; Iml «»• gums 
Debates (mostly dont* in diinili showj mm rlondy. 
and nlmudant, at tliis time! Hie Pnmian if llnsy 

had any power, take tliflerent sides ; old llgen. tJie oldest »#**§ 
ablest of them, Is strong for England. 

Enough, in the higinnin/j of <MolaT, Qnmi Stiphie, • |»% 
express desire of his Majesty,’ who will have oaphrlt Yes 
No on that matter, wriU’s to Knglitnd, a I#ttiff mimm£ 

ojfimali of sueh purport, I -el h r (now inusditi ) 

Duhoiirgay la proud to transmit* Ihilxtiug ty i» |inMMi i »#**! 
old Ilgen, her Majisity infmrmed muon the uHnt'na. * imjit. f«»r 
joy,’ 80 smloa* wm he on that aide. Poor old griitJrnisii,^ - ^ 
reispee.tahU' nisty old Iron Safe with seven hrks. whieh um!. i, J 
would now carci to piek,— he liiwl few wrek« after, at hi* {waw't 
as waa prei>er; ami «iw no Double Marriage, after all. 11 %* f 

Duhourgiiyshakes-otit his feat hem { the Do;;h:. Muri. 
again evidently alive. 

For England answers, eoniially enough, If not with all t|**» 
hurry Friedrich W'iKo lm waijUsI, ‘ Ym, we are willing for tl««* 
thing; ’-■•-and meets, with great eipemioiiti ami lilunrality, 
new whinw, dilHcutties and tai ._;;i'iiijr . which areew on Fri«?«| > 
rich Willielm’s part, at a weurhoim* rate, a* tlw se,- v, .r .. 
went on ; and which are always frankly smwilhnl away agm|«« 
by the «»oler party. Why «lid not tlw twirgaiii tlaws #» 

Alas, one finds, 'the answer had. unforluiiately net |«|« 
Prussian Majwty on viewing, thiough »t**t 

ndvanlngcs them might have liwn in .Mo : this i» a •! '* 
there is no clearing away! Prolmhiy, t*a^ ihr ■ 

Parliament was Industriou*. Friedrich Wiih.-lui, at last, 
if Half will not do; anxiout, m we all too itnrh are. ’to •«k%i 
Yes and No’; being in great stmltn, jaiwr man Y***#a 
• Despatch, sth Ociirfsn 17*8, i» Si*!#. Ci^* 
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Prince of Wales to wed Wilhelmina at once ; the other Match 
to stand over ? ’ To which the English Government answers 
always briefly, ^ No ; both the Marriages or none 1 ’’ — ^Will the 
reader consent to a few compressed glances into the extinct 
Dubourgay Correspondence ; much compressed, and here and 
there a ruslilight stuck in it, for his behoof. Dubourgay, at 
Berlin, writes ; my Lord Townshend, in St. James'^s, reads, 
usually rather languid in answering : 

Berlin, ^th November 1728. ^Prussian Majesty much pleased with 
English Answers ' to the Yes-or-No question ; ' will send a Minister to 
our Court about the time his Britannic Majesty may think of coming 
over to his German Dominions. Would Finkenstein (Head Tutor), or 
would Knyph.ausen (distinguished Official here), he the agreeable man?* 

Either,” answer the English ; either is good.** 

Berlin, same date, ^ Queen sent for me just now ; is highly content 
with the state of things. I have now,** said her Majesty, the pleasure 
to tell you that I am free, God be blessed, of all the anguish I have 
laboured under for some time past, which was so great that I have several 
times been on Ihe point of sending for you to procure my Brother’s 
protection for my Son, who, I thought, ran the greatest danger from the 
artifices of Seckendorf and ** * — Poor Queen I 

Nov, 16^4. ^ Queen told me : When the Court was at Wusterhausen,* 

two months a^go, hunting partridges and wild swine,^ ^ Seckendorf and 
Grumkow intrigued for a match between Wilhelmina and the Prince of 
Weissenfels,* elderly Royal Highness in the Abstract, whom we saw 
already, ^thereby to prevent a closer union between the Prussian and 
English Courts, — and Grumkow having withal the private view of ousting 
his antagonist the Prince of Anhalt* (Old Dessauer, whom he had to meet in 
duel, but did not fight), ^ as Weissenfels, once Son-in-law, would certainly 
be made Commander-in-Chief,* ^ to the extrusion of Anhalt from that 
office. Which notable piece of policy her Majesty, by a little plain 
speech, took her opportunity of putting an end to, as we saw. For the 
rest, ^the Dutch Minister and also the French Secretaries here,* greatly 
interested about the peace of Europe, and the Congress of Soissons in 
these weeks, ^ have had a communication from this Court, of the favour- 
able disposition ours is in with respect to the Double Match,’— beneficent 
for the Terrestrial Balance, as they and I hope. So that things look 
well? Alas, — 


1 Fassmann, p. 386. 

a Dubourgay, in State-Paper Office (Prussian Despatches, vol. xxxv.). 
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December 25th, ^ Queen sent for me yesterday: Hopes she does no 

wrong in complaining of her Husband to her Brother. King shows 
scruples about the Marriages ; does not relish the expense of an establish- 
ment for the Prince ; hopes^ at all events, the Marriage will not take 
place for a year yet; — ^would like to know what Dowry the English 
Princess is to bring?' — ^No Dowry with our Princess,' the English 
answer ; ^nor shall you give any with yours.' 

New-Year*s Day, 1729. ^ Queen sent for me : King is getting intract- 

able about the Marriages ; she reasoned with him from two o'clock till 
eight,' without the least permanent effect. ‘ It is his covetousness,' I 
Dubourgay privately think ! — Knyphausen, who knows the King well, 
privately tells me, He will come round.' ^It is his avarice,' thinks 
Knyphausen too ; ^nay it is also his jealousy of the Prince, who is very 
popular with the Army. King does everything to mortify him, uses him 
like a child; Crown-Prince hears it with admirable patience.' This is 
Knyphausen's weak notion ; rather a weak croaky official gentleman, I 
should gather, of a crypto-splenetic turn. ^ Queen told me some days 
later. His Majesty ill-used the Crown-Prince, because he did not drink 
hard enough ; makes him hunt though ill ; ' is very hard upon the poor 
Crown-Prince, — who, for the rest, ^ sends loving messages to England,' 
as usual ; ^ covertly meaning the Princess Amelia, as usual. ^ Some while 
ago, I must inform your Lordship, the Prince was spoken to,' by Papa 
as would appear, ^to sound his inclination as to the Princess Caroline,' 
Princess likewise of England, and whose age, some eighteen months less 
than his own, might be suitabler, the Princess Amelia being half-a-year 
his elder ; ^ ^ but,' — mark how true he stood, — ^his Royal Highness broke 
out into such raptures of love and passion for the Princess Amelia, and 
showed so much impatience for the conclusion of that Match, as gave the 
King of Prussia a great deal of surprise, and the Queen as much satisfac- 
tion.' Truth is, if an old Brigadier Diplomatist may be judge, ^The 
great and good qualities of that young Prince, both of person and mind, 
deserve a distinct and particular account, with which I shall trouble your 
Lordship another day ; ' ^ — which unluckily I never did ; his Lordship 
Townshend having, it would seem, too little curiosity on the subject. 

And so the matter wavers; and in spite of Dubourgay’s 
and Queen Sophie’s industry, and the Crown-Prince’s willing 
mind, there can nothing definite he made of it at this time. 
Friedrich Wilhelm goes on visits, goes on huntings ; leaves 

^ Dubourgay, i6th January. 

2 Caroline born loth June 1713; Amelia, loth July 1711. 

* Despatch, 25th December 1728. 
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the intitliT to U.si4f U> malvire a little. 'I'Iiuh the »<>gt>tiatic>n 
htmgM tire; ami will <!(> s«», - till dreadful waternpimtH eomc, 
luui perhaps queueh it nlfogfllier ? 


//m Mtijrdt/ shiu^iU-rs 3»60a Hmd 9/ Wild Smm 

His Majesty isulT for a Huntiug Vi.sil to the Old l)e.ssaucr, 
— -(Vowu-IViiiu'e with him, who hates lumliiig. 'I'hen, ‘ 19th 
.famtary 17S9,’ «iy« the reverential Fassmann, he i« ofF for a 
gruiwl hunt at t'dpeuiek ; then for a grander in Fomniem 
(Crown- Prince stiti with him) : ««dj a slaughter of wild swine 
as wa» stddom heard of, and as never occurred again. No 
fewer than * head (A’rilr^)of wil<l swine, 300 of them of 

itncommon njngnilude,’ in the Hlettin and other Pommcrn 
regions; ‘ toyyther with 1,7‘iO .VtiirA: in the Mark Braudcu- 
htirg, once 4r>0 in a <lay in all, 3,003 Ntiick.' Never was 
his Maj;?stv in twtter spirits : a very Ninirwl or lumting 
Ontanr; trampling the cohwelw of IMploumry, and the cares 
of life, nntler his victorious hoofs. All this slaughter of swine, 
3,603 Mikk by talc, was done in the s«*ason 1 7 39. ‘ Prom 
which,’ tdiserves the adoring l‘’!issmniin,* ‘is to l» inferred the 
impart .niicr,' at hwt in wild swine, ‘of thorns royal Fott»tH 
in Pommern anti tin* Mark'; not to speak of his Majesty’s 
r.uprettte talent in hunting, tut in other Ihinp. 

What Fritsirich Wilhelm tlid with sticha mints of wild pork ? 
Not an otmec of it was wastisi, every oim« of it brought 
money in. For there exist OHkia! Sclusiules, lists as for a 
wlndow-tax or pritja-rty-tax. tlmwn-up by his Miywly’s con- 
trivanre, in the chief I,tK*atilii*s : every man, amtrdittg to the 
house h« k«}», is Uotmd to take, at a just value by weight, 
such and such ipiolltii-. of sushlenly .slaughti itsl wild swine, 
tme or sti many ; ami consume them at his leisure, as ham or 
aih< i tvi-.e, ,-ii .h |iayahlc at a fixed term, and 110 alwttement 
matte.* For this is a King that cannot stand waste at all ; 
thrifty himself, «id the cause of thrift. 

* !FttrM*i. BenttcksBdtwf (If they hiuJ w» lades t), 


• m- 
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Falls ilh in caiumjiu-m Y ; mul ihe fhmhk-Mtirrittffr mmal 

fimctmt 

'Phis wns one of Fritniridj WilSu-lm’s i'r.n.i!. ,f iitinling. 
houl.s, this of.I'ftmmry 1720; nt »»tl «*-vrr hnvnet 

finolhor mu-Ii. By such riditig, ««i4 Orflanw «f th« 

wiuttT oleuu-ntR rjm! nilea of his M«j»ty rfltiniw! (»» 

I'olwlaiu with ill symptoms of heiilth ; '.uijj.tMiiri wnrr m-rii 
tx'foiT; tmiwiently, tlmu ymw ago, after a similar 

bout.; when the l><M*tont, slinking their hw«ls, Inwi mrntiowsi 
llu- wool Frietlrirh Uuhrlu* h«i 
imswcrtHl, ‘ now, Felmiary 17ii, it i* gsnit in 

very iUhhI. Hi# poor MnjMty Irmi to miniit : ‘ I ann gouty, 
Uu'i) ! Sluill hav« gout for mmpiuihm henwftirtti. I »iu 
bnniking-np, then?’ Which b a teitihle mewoigw to a man. 
Ili.s Majisity's b not forty <>iif till August roming : hut he 
hfis hunted furiously. 

Adoring Fassinoim gives n tjiiilc tourhiHg arcmint of 
Frii'driclitVilhelurs perfori»am‘t*s under g.itsf.now nud ),;< r- !.d!v, 
which were on this wTiwion, ilow he sutferwl e** 

tremcly, yet never neglechnl his royal dutiw in any press of 
pain, (knilit seldom get any aleep til! towanls four or fbo in 
the moniitig, and then had to lie content with on hour or two j 
after which his Ofilcml Secretaries came in with their l*a|wr** 
and he signed, dbiwitcluHl, rmiHtsI, witli Iwst pidt.;m*-jst, 

Um! top of the morning always rievofed to hnsint^as. At n««in, 
up if possihhi; and dineo, *in dn . .sie' guuii, witli ^uwi and 
children.’ Aft®? dinner, l onunonty to bcii sgniii ; aiitl would 
paint in oil; sometiraw do U|^t jinuei ai«t 

inlaying; by and by lie imictiv# with »t*lcrt friend* sitting 
round, some of whom had toe right of cjitiy, other* not, timlrr 
pcindtias. Buddenbrock, Berschau, rough old 
stag<!r.s, wore generally there ; these, * anti two oilier nenwini,* 
— Gnnnkow and Seclkendorf, whom Faiwinann 4tm i»t name, 
lest he get into trouble,— .» sat, well within «ndwt, roimd the 
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bed* And always at the head was Theiro Majesty the Queen, 
sometimes with the King’s hand laid in hers, and his face 
turned up to her, as if he sought assuagement’ — 0 my dim 
old Friend, let us dry our tears 1 

‘ Sometimes the Crown-Prince read aloud in some French 
Book,’ Title not given ; Crown-Prince’s voice known to me as 
very fine. Generally the Princess Louisa was in the room, 
too ; Louisa, who became of Anspach shortly ; not Wilhel- 
mina, who lies in fever and relapse and smallpox, and close 
at death’s door, almost since the beginning of these bad days. 
The Crown-Prince reads, we say, with a voice of melodious 
clearness, in French more or less instructive. ^ At other times 
there went on discoxnrse, about public matters, foreign news, 
things in general ; discourse of a cheerful or of a serious 
nature,’ always with some substance of sense in it, — ^and 
not the least smut permitted, as is too much the case in certain 
higher circles 1 ’ says adoring Fassmann ; who privately knows 
of ‘Courts ’ (perhaps the Glorwurdigste^ Glory worthiest, August 
the Great’s Court, for one .?) ‘ with their hired Tom-Fools,’ not 
yet an extinct species, attempting to ground wit on that bad 
basis. Prussian Majesty could not endure any ^Zoten'^i pro- 
fanity and indecency, both avaunt. ‘ He had to hold out in 
this way, awake till ten o’clock, for the chance of night’s sleep.’ 
Earlier in the afternoon, we said, he perhaps does a little in 
oil-painting, having learnt something of that art in young 
times ; — ^there is a poor artist in attendance, to mix the colours, 
and do the first sketch of the thing. Specimens of such 
Pictures still exist, Portraits generally ; all with this epigraph, 
Fredericus Wilhelmus in tormenfis pvnooit (Painted by Friedrich 
Wilhelm in his torments) ; and are worthy the attention of 
the curious.^ Is not this a sublime patient ? 

Fassmann admits, ‘there might be spurts of impatience 
now and then; but how richly did Majesty make it good 
again after reflection 1 He was also subject to whinas even 
about people whom he otherwise esteemed. One meritorious 
^ Fassmann, p. 392 ; see Forster, etc. 
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gentleman, who shttll be jminelw, imirli tbiHigbt wf by the 
king, his (Majesty’s nenea emiki »nt wnlnri*, though lii«» minii 
well (lid : “ Miikt* luy ginit worn* to see him lirillmg in the 
espliiniule there; let another «h» it!” ami voiirhwtfit! «« 
apologelie aasiimnw to the meriltn-iows g. h!!. ni .n alflirtnl 
in eonsetjuenas.’* • <) iny tiint old h'rifnd, thcM- sorely «n’ 
Nubliniilies of tlm sickbxl? 'iw» it lasted for some hvr wwks 
long,’ well on towards the swmmer of tins Imd year 17sj!l 
Wilheluiina says, in britffer bnsinew* ! Oi' , and kmkitig 
only at the wrong side of the iajwslry, ‘it w»« ileiltm-liflilb 
to ns, Ia-x imms du Fur^tiloirt- w /aoiroirol trlkt ynr 

N’oKs niduriom;'^ amt su|>|»rt» the statement by abiHalant 
examjrles, during Unwe llaniy week*. 

Vor, in th« interim, withal, the English ju gut-Hriuji is m 
gcual as gone out ! t»y there m watersjamt* brewing aloft 
yonder, enough to wash negotiation from the world. < if « hit h 
terrible wealher-jihenonicua we shall have t«» sjawk by ami 
by : but must first, by way of etnnmentary, give a glaiim at 
Soissons and the 'rtfrnsdrial Ldmt, so far a» le n for 

bimian objeets, not far, l>y any means. 


CH ATT Kit V 

CONtiMK-S.s OF 80I880N8, .SIXTH FHISIS IK THF 
.SI-IU 'TUI'.-in'.VT 

Tuk so-(»!ied SjpAidsh War, and tiangerotts futile Siegtt of 
Gibraltar, had not ended at the death of George ». ; thoogh 
nieasnros liad already bewr agriad by the Kaiiwr and 

parties interested, to «1 jt,-— only the King of Kjeilii (t»r 
King’s Wife, we should say) inatle difiladtm 
she ; and kept firing, witiiiout effect, at Gie Fort.r« for abmit 
a year moro ; after which, her hnimmr or her jwmth-r Iwing 
out, Spanish Majwty signed like the othew, I*«i« apdii for 

• i. JS7. 
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all and sundry of us : ^ Preliminaries ’ of Peace signed at Paris, 
81st May 1727, three weeks before G-eorge’s death; ^ Peace’ 
itself finally at the Pardo or at Madrid, the Termagant having 
spent her powder, 6th March 1728 and a ^ Congress’ (bless 
the mark !) to settle on what terms in every point. 

Congress, say at Aix-la-Chapelle ; say at Cambrai again, — 
for there are difficulties about the place. Or say finally at 
Soissons ; where Fleury wished it to be, that he might get the 
reins of it better in hand; and where it finally was, — ^and 
where the ghost or name of it yet is, an empty enigma in the 
memories of some men. Congress of Soissons did meet, 14th 
June 1728 ; opened itself, as a Corporeal Entity in this world ; 
sat for above a year ; — and did nothing ; Fleury quite declining 
the Pragmatic Sanction, though the anxious Kaiser was ready 
to make astonishing sacrifices, give up his Ostend Company 
(Paper Shadow of a Company), or what you will of that kind, 
— ^if men would have conformed. 

These Diplomatic gentlemen, — say, are they aught ? They 
seem to understand me, by each at once his choppy finger 
laying on his skinny lips 1 Princes of the Powers of the Air, 
shall we define them ? It is certain the solid Earth or her 
facts, except being held in perpetual terror by such workings 
of the Shadow-world, reaped no efFect from those Twenty 
Years of Congressing ; Seckendorf himself might as well have 
lain in bed, as ridden those 25,000 miles, and done such 
quantities of double distillations. No effect at all : only some 
futile gunpowder spent on Gibraltar, and splinters of shot and 
shells (saleable as old iron) found about the rocks there ; which 
is not much of an effect for Twenty Years of such industry. 

The sublime Congress of Soissons met, as we say, at the 
above date (just while the Polish Majesty was closing his 
Berlin Visit) ; but found itself no abler for work than that 
of Cambrai had been. The Deputies from France I do not 
mention ; nor from Spain, nor from Austria. The Deputies 
from England were Colonel or now properly Brigadier-General 
1 SclxoU, ii 212, 213. 
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Stunho|>c, iifterwjuils I.«ml H.uiin.»tan ; Ikirw* WnliwU- 
(who is Robert’s Brother, tout who*« S.vi. tiw i» Sir *I1»ho«m 
Robinson, * ' </'/««'*• f' whom w«? shiUt !»w»r uf liir 

Iher); niul Stephen I’nvnt/, » oneii hfight ntin.rut, mm 
ilini and ohsoleltr. whom flu- wmdew of t <«<’’» IwH’ 

some nominal aetpiidntuni'e with, liert*, loi* C hiofiailoi^i ** 
juike, is a eliiipin-r from fhw old lliiKlish N'ew»p»}wr. ».t 
aceompanv them : ‘ ’lie re i‘. mnimir tlmt PtJfy Pfftt'hum i« 
gone to nlleiui the (’ongivv. at Siiiwnis ; wheir. it i® tlnnight, 
she will make as good a iumI do hor eounlrv m inorh 

sen-iee, as several (ttliei-. Ih it shnll In? 

'J'heir task seeim-d easv to the . oijra-ue miml. Hw Ki»i»i»r 
has agns'd with Sp;dn in the T’ dt ui Ap -.ut.;.' liittttor i with 
the Sen'Rower.-, in regard to Itis Hateful fouii'an’i, wltiefl il 
abolished forever: wlmt then k to pmrnt « sjimiy } s<' , 

tuid ghwl conelnsion ? 'I'lie Rragio ita Saijrtioii. ‘ Aceept 
my Pragmalie Sanetion,’ said the Mfti’W'l', ’ lot tlmt llB lit** 
preliminarv of idl thing'..’ 'Not the jtniii.dnaia,* niwwomi 
Rleurv ; ‘we wilt see to that »* we go oi» , not the pro. 
limiiiarv, by any means 1' 'lliero was tlw nih. 'Hw ^ly oW 
(Cardinal hml his private treatiwi with Sanliniw i view* of hr* 
own in the Mediterranean, in th® llliiJH? tpiwrter ; and aittweml 
sLejulily, ‘ Not the prt'Umin u\ . by ««y mmm * ' 'ITw Kiu*)r 
wius ecjually inflexible. Whi-ri'npon iminei»»iiti«w of jttotrao) 
ling, arguing, aiul tln' t'tmgre-. . • full into eotnpWU? 1 ang-oor .’ 
say the Ilisltiries." CuiigreA at® it* «linii®l‘ lo'artily, a»td 
wrote immensely, for the .pflu* of uiglit*!®« imwtli* ; lint 
mlvanaal no hnirshrestdlU anywhitliWi no pio p,-. ? tmfarv it, 
bid; that of dinner only, fur unllmittid jwriml*. 

Kaiser will have his Rnigmntk SandJon, or not l«nlg« ftruni 
the place; sUiinls inulelike amid tlii mill of ‘ g. frwwi 

the hystaiulers ; ran la- hiaion to dwtJi^ liul »lir lie will not, 
— ..-Hints, ghmees uf the «y«, jaws tut'lwwii Eliniila'tli 
Farnese and the other bystander. : •mWeiiJy, ftli Notwoiher 
17S9, it is found they have idl mwle n ♦ Ttfuttf tjf 

* Afisi’s IVcdly jDuma:, i0(>. Jun* ijll. » Svhali, tt, »l|. 
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with Elizabeth Farnese ; France, England, Holland, Spain, 
have all closed, — Italian Apanages to be at once secured, 
Ostend to be at once suppressed, with what else behoves ; — 
and the Kaiser is left alone ; standing upon his Pragmatic 
Sanction there, nobody bidding him now budge ! 

At which the Kaiser is naturally thrice and four times 
wroth and alarmed : — and Seckendorf in the Tahaks-CoUegium 
had need to be doubly busy. As we shall find he is (though 
without effect), when the time comes round : — ^but we have 
not yet got to November of this Year 1729 ; there are still 
six or eight important months between us and that. Im- 
portant months ; and a Prussian-English ‘ Waterspout,’ as 
we have named it, to be seen, with due wonder, in the 
political sky ! — 

Congress of Soissons, now fallen mythical to mankind, and 
as inane as that of Cambrai, is perhaps still memorable in 
one or two slight points. First, it has in it, as one of the 
Austrian Deputies, that Baron von Bentenrieder, tallest of 
living Diplomatists, who was pressed at one time for a 
Prussian soldier; — ereaders recollect it.'^ Walking through 
the streets of Halberstadt, to stretch his long limbs till his 
carriage came up, the Prussian sentries laid hold of him, 
‘ Excellent Potsdam giant, this one ! ’ — ^and haled him off to 
their guardhouse; till carriage and lackeys came; then, 
^ Thousand humblest pardons, your Excellenz ! ’ who forgave 
the fellows. Barely possible some lighter readers might wish 
to see, for one moment, an Excellenz that has been seized by 
a Pressgang ? Which perhaps never happened to any other 
Excellenz ; — ^the like of which, I have been told, might merit 
him a soiree from strong-minded women, in some remoter 
parts of the world. Not to say that he is the tallest of living 
Diplomatists ; another unique circumstance ! — Bentenrieder 
soon died; and had his place at Soissons filled up by an 
Excellenz of the ordinary height, who had never been pressed. 
But nothing can rob the Congress of this fact, that it once 

VOL. II. K 
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1 1 Mil# r?'#* 'fim 

hiul BmUwiwkr for nirmlnsr; wwl. » fw, i* fulitSwi in Ih** 
j)kiptsrf»‘d. ({IstinctJOH in «im' jnufimlsu-. 

Anotlu'r point is huuiiiuU iut. rr .Sin;' in Un# f ’angi'i'M ; hut 
cannot fully Ix! invwtigJitwi for want of liatcs. A!»«yi, wo 
perceive, (immiing to the news of it that reach Ihn ltn, tif 
i'liif^l.uKl going right for the Kmmr or going wrong for him, 
■ his rrussiaii Majesty* ln»tme»t of hi» chshireii v«r»r*. If 
Mnglaiui go right for the Knist'r, well, *uhI hi* .’tlfije^.ly is in 
good-humour with Qucfii, with {'it»wii.Frince ami Wiihrlmiiia. 
H’ Kuglund go wrong for the Kiiiwr, »l»rk chnwh gather i»n 
tl.e royal brow, in the roy»! heart ; espiotle in thu»«h*r»t«mii« ; 
and at lenglli awfeery go«» tlving tjirough the «»»«>*, hlow* 
deseeiui i.n the {KJor Frinee’* l»a*'k ; ami her Maj»wly in in 
tears, uu're ('haw come again. For m a general mle, unlesw 
tin; F.iiglish Negotiation have some p. . j** ’: , tit, and pw* 
dnee exeeplional pliemunena, Frittlrirh U.lii.;; !, ever hival 
in heart, stands stouifast by hi# Kaiiwr ; ever roaily * to utrike 
out (/(w xMiffeit,'' a# he rail# it) with hi# l»t*»t virength in 
behalf of a cause which, gooti mil, tw think* i» < .•* ijj d!v 
Geniiau; all the readier if at any time it now eacht- 
sively German, U»e French, Spaui h. Fnglish, anti other nn* 
lovely h'oreign world la’ing clean ent U«i«e from it, or even 
stamliug raiik^i against it. * When will it go olf, then 
( fVtfriii ^-/it ex asks Friedrlcli VViih* ’m often ; d-*',c. ;d‘i 
drilling his Sixty lliousand, and snorting i .>•!*» c.ipt on * I hi" 
germauism ( (hulmtkvhhek)* In; it on iJw |MHi of friend# or of 
e»emic*s. Good soul, imd whether bo will «v»r get .fulirb aiwl 
Berg out of it, is distraotingly iirobltmatteal j and tins 
'roliaeco-ParliaBWit it busy witll blitl J 

(kivious to s^, m for M date# pi, how Fiittiricb VVidc!.!. 
c-hangiw his tune to WtlVaml Oiildmi in ewa*t eon, , pojtflria-vi 
to the Iiohw given out at Soiwwn* for a Kainer wid hi* Frag 
mntie. Sanction. Poor Pniieiiaa Howieliold, jaw Imck, ami 
heart, of Crowm Prince j what a owxwtt it i* in thi» world, 
Smoking Parliamwit for soufBwir ! Ij»t the f% IWj»h»ni«ti»t 
Bassoon of the Univewe this way, thew ar* wtnnwi## for m 
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young Soldier anti hi« behaviour in lh« giant regiment ; let 
the name IbwHoou stnmtl (hat way, bangs and knocks descend 
on him ; the two keep time logellu'r,— so busy is the Smoking 
Parliament with his Majtwiy of Prussia. 'I'he world has 
s«'n, with horror and womlcr, FriiHirich Wilhelm's beating of 
his grown children : hut the pair of Mmkatzm^ or enchanted 
Demon-Apes, disguised as loyal Cotmeillors, riding along with 
him the length of a 'rerrestrial Fijunlor, have not Ixicn so 
familiar to the worhl. Set^kendorf, Gnimkow : wo hwi often 
heart! of Devil- Diplomatists ; and shiitldered over horrible 
pictures of them in Novels ; hoping it was a!! fancy : but 
hew actually is a pair t>f them, transcending all Novels ; — 
|K*rhiips the highest eognistthle fact to las met with in IXwil- 
Diphiniacy. Atui it may he a kintl of comfort to readers, 
both to know it, anti to tliscern gradtially what the just gtxls 
make of it withal. Devil-Diplomati.'.ts do exist, at least 
have cxisltHl, never tloubt it farther ; anti their astonishingly 
th'xirotis mwitlacities nml enehantwl spiderwebs, can these 
go any road hut one in this Dni verse? 

lliat the ('oiigre.. of ('amhmi was not a myth, we con- 
vineetl ourselves by a letter of Voltaire's, who actually saw it 
dining there itt the Year J72ti, as he passwl that way. Here, 
for Koiswnis, in like manner, are two Isdlem, hy a !{*» «le- 
bratetl but a still known Mnglish hatid ; whiclj, as utterances 
in presence t>f the fact itself, leave no dotiht on the subject. 
'These the allHrUal rentier will f>erha|»i consent to take a glance 
of. If the tVm.voc '. of .'^oi .‘ ons for the sake of memorable 
objects coneermsi there, is still tt» Im* n iin-nit)cr<-cl, anti lie- 
lievet! in, for a lillle wliile, the tptiwtion arises. Iltw to do 
it then ? 

writer of thms isdtew is a serious, rather long noswl 
young English gentleman, not withoilt intelligcmis and of a 
wholc'.oiuc anti honest iiattm?; who Iwcamc I^ml Lyttelton, 
First tif those Ia>rds, called also * the Gootl Ijord,* father of 
• the Bad ' : a lineal dMcemdant of that Lyttelton ujmt whom 



148 MAlllllAGK TKll.lKCT AllKll- T [m.MKVi, 

I I il i I I 'I 

('Joke mIb* or bwob to Bitt litiitg^ ■ niitlipr hy 

and by of a MiMora/ af Wmr#/ ihr .Srnmd iiiul otbrr w«*|t« 
meant books: a man of real w«irtfi» ^iio atlninrd In mniir 
note in the world. He h now ojHiii tbr liruntl *l\mr, 
which ran, at that tiisMS hy Lnneulle md m %%'iiiild 

appear; at which ptunt wr shnll tlr^t lake liiw iiff„ Hr 
writes to his Father, Wr ^riioiiiiis, at 'iiaglev 1100011^ tin* 
pleasant Hills of W'oreCHtershir**. *hitr »lii»rlly iilirr fltr 

asscinbling of that <*tnigrevH to mir i^f hiso ; md %*r ^Irivr 
to add a mininmm of rtninomf.-irv. The * |drrr of iirnli'* 
gencCiMhe iiiortnls m%w knows wtin or 

wimt lltey weit* : 

Thmnm .«! Ihhik^ 

» «ui * K’lt, 

* D»aii thank pa far m* thr |ii#ris «if nrrfbgf^iirii 

I acqasintcil yen of in my last Ifinitiu pflro gniiiy «f volmi ^ 

tary forgotfnlnws In thoiwi sifslrs: liul I iptnr** y«a» tiiino i|niis 
aco'ldantal : minfl It* my * 

* Mr. I’>, tells you true limt I mn wrsry of tf^lniT mmwf ml r4r*ti , Iml 

it li no loss eortiilii tlmt wit lion t ilioni I ulisll «on Im wrsry of l#»rr»iiio 
The spirit of (olsmlrls si earii«| * Inwi ilir bii 4 

from morning till mlilnight; ihoro It iwllihif rW' in 0ft*ff Imum in 
Town, 

*Tlii» Court is fontl of hut with it iiroilso ihsi lirt"# 

qnadrilk, Would yon win the lirurls of tim %hUU of f$.m 

muit loit your money st qwidfilli* : would j‘»«i Iwt thooglit m wrii tird 
man, yon mnit |iliy gonlocily at i|n«ilrllle ; wnulil ywi gri s fr|Oii*io»ii 
of good sense, ihow jtidgmoni si <|itsilrlllo. Iftiwwi^or* In inffttfirr mm 
may paw a day wlihont qnwlrltlr i ilwm utw 

menadii, and littk m% of d«m lint In witiirr aiw mUrmt 
to play at It, or il«p, ISkt m iy* till Hit rtliirii of 

Hndted in Uio morning tlm lltilt liiilit:V'-'«afk Ihst th%km, ifitl tWfi 
Soni hi hai. * Hut my mitllrious stH'ifs hmi'o m eonlriw^d It, lli«t I mn rio 
more a iportsmaii than agamwilir, lliiro ifp no titrii of luar imii tti lli# 
whole C'oimtry ; on the oontrary* It Is § rlitmeltf Ihty M mmi 

of qnidity caught me, the otlnu' u-ading » lailii ^tiiliot * ami mM 
me, with an air of eontempt, Whvihw l foir t|,» i 1 »iirch? 

All thii would he tolerahk if I wa* iiitl dfifi»ffl t» mnmfm willi • f#l of 
Bttgliihi who ar« illll more igmw’itnt tliiti llit Irtn-cli i mi fmiii wlinfii^ 
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with my utmost endeavours^ I cannot be absent six hours in the day. 
Lord^ Blank f — Baltimore^ or Heaven-knows-who, — ^ is the only one 
among them who has common sense; and he is so scandalously de- 
bauchedj in his principles as well as practice, that his conversation is 
equally shocking to my morals and my reason/ — Could not one contrive 
to get away from them ; to Soissons, for example, to see business going 
on ; and the Terrestrial Balance settling itself a little ? 

^ My only improvement here is in the company of the Duke,* who is a 
truly distinguished Duke to his bad Country ; ‘ and in the exercise of 
the Academy,* — of Horsemanship, or what ? ^ I have been absent from 
the latter near three weeks, by reason of a sprain I got in the sinews of 
my leg. My duty to my dear Mother ; I hope you and she continue well. 
1 am. Sir, your dutiful Son. — G. L.*^ 

These poor Lorrainers are in a bad way ; their Country all 
trampled to pieces by France, in the Louis-Fourteenth and 
still earlier times- Indeed, ever since the futile Siege of Metz, 
where we saw the great Kaiser, Karl v., silently weeping 
because he could not recapture Metz,^ the French have been 
busy with this poor Country ; — ^new sections of it dipt away 
by them; ^military roads through it, ten miles broad,’ 
bargained for; its Dukes oftenest in exile, especially the 
Father of this present Duke ; ® — and they are now waiting a 
good opportunity to swallow it whole, while the people are so 

^ The Works of Lord George Lyttelton^ by Ayscough (London, 1776), iii. 215, 

^ Antea, vol, i. p. 216. 

® A famed Soldier in his day ; under Kaiser Leopold, * the little Kaiser in red 
stockings,* one of whose Daughters he had to wife. He was at the Rescue of 
Vienna (Sobieski*s), and in how many Hi fiercer services ; his life was but a 
battle and a march. Here is his famed Letter to the Kaiser, when death 
suddenly called, Halt ! 

‘Weis near Lina on the Donau, 17th April 1690. 

* Sacred Majesty, — According to your Orders, I set out from Innspruck to 
come to Vienna ; but I am stopped here by a Greater Master. I go to render 
account to Him of a life which I had wholly consecrated to you. Remember 
that I leave a Wife with whom you are concerned * {^ui vous touche^ — who is 
your lawful Daughter) : ‘ Children to whom I can bequeath nothing but my 
sword; and Subjects who are under Oppression. — Charles of Lorraine.* 

(Hinault, AhrSgi Chronologiquey Paris, I 775 > P« 850.) — Charles ‘v.* the French 
uniformly call this one; Charles ‘iv.* the Germans, who, I conclude, know 
better. 
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busy with mmarillt' iMurtiw. 'I’he ptvmnt Ihikr. i. t iMn .,- 
from exile, found his Und in dmdiitwii. unn h of it ‘ nutmjig 
fast to wild forest. upUH ' ; aud he !»w hiiuwlf by 

imweurietl ell'orts in every direction to j‘ut new life into il. 
wluch have been rather »um»aful. Itiei, we j.rsvisv,-, 

(lads improvement in hi» etmipaav. 'Hie iwiae of tbs* brave 
Duke is Iwopoltl; iij;e now forty ' mine ; life and rri^ui iml f«ir 
from done; a man «l>out whom even Voltaire geb into 
enthusifOiiu.' 

'I’hef'ourt and (’•.untry of I^vfwine, under Ihdso 
will jn-ove to <li Mrvf this brief glance from I.. ami u*. 
'!'«•(} sons Duke Uopold has; the elder, Eihim. now almnt 
twi'ntv, is at V ienna, with the highest outlmdis there ; Kaiwr 
Karl is his Kniher'.s emirdn and Kaiser Karl’s young 

Daughter, high beautiful Maria 'Ho’lxwi, the siiblimrst 
maiden now extant, ye-, thi* lucky Eran* is to have her 
what a pri/e, even witliout Pragmatic Sanctum ! With the 
youngi'r son, Karl of {a>rmitie, I,;.??.*'. ;! may have mmb 
aajuainlanee, if he eaixal : a lad of sixteen ; hv amt by ati 
Austrian (Jeueral, as his father Imd Iwrn ; tlcneral nnu fi 
jioised of, -whom we sliall often (w la*at«m, in this worhl, at 
tlie head of men. Hut bt us now get to thiiaswns it«lf, 
skipping an intenm-diat® ladter or two ; 

Til ,Vi> Timimu itjfttflhiiH, Kart,, «f 

* 1 tlmnk yiin, my tlrar f^lr, for sMini*!;, m mmh «llt* «f 
RH Kom« tsmn Hi i ^iil m f fiw tmm ml 

loMgj, I wRit fikr forthDr 

of my romioiii. 'for 4iil.iyiif mm Itm itf 

KogliMh fcUoro; wht*, tm*f4t ©f tlitl, ili#f 
wero a dinhonour to U*o niw ittl Nilkiti* Willi i mm lit 

(Him and Rup, and u fi»| 'prl ttif ll»ia Vi#*i| It# mtm I 
avoidml it n» mtioh m jMurililt | Iml I * ft##i 4«*i, 

To provotit any oomtort fmm #lhfr llitf k«*l • iii« mmm$m 

thomuoIveH, not to admit any latu iitif » - - : ■ a. .. m* ili#l li##f# 


‘ SiaicU* dc Louis xir, mfL ililnitf* i. ili, 
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was nothing but English talked from June to January. — On the contrary, 
my countrymen at Soissons are men of virtue and good sense ; they mix 
perpetually with the French, and converse for the most part in that 
language. I will trouble you no more upon this subject : but give me 
leave to say that, however capricious I may have been on other subjects, 
my sentiments in this particular are the strongest proofs I ever gave you 
of my strong and hereditary aversion to vice and folly. 

^Mr. Stanhope/ our Minister, the Colonel or Brigadier-General, ^is 
always at Fontainebleau. I went with Mr. Poyntz,’ Poyntz not yet a 
dim figure, but a brilliant, who hints about employing me, ^to Paris 
for four days, when the Colonel himself was there, to meet him ; he 
received me with great civility and kindness. W e have done expecting 
Mr. Walpole,' fixed he in the Court regions ; * who is obliged to keep 
strict guard over the Cardinal,' sly old Fleury, ^for fear the German 
Ministers should take him from us. They pull and haul the poor old 
gentleman so many ways, that he does not know where to turn, or into 
whose arms to throw himself.' Never fear him ! — 

^ Ripperda’s escape to England,' — ^grand Diplomatic bulldog that was, 
who took refuge in Colonel Stanhope’s at Madrid to no purpose, and 
kindled the sputtering at Gibraltar, is now got across to England, and 
will go to Morocco and farther, to no purpose, — ^ will very much embroil 
affairs ; which did not seem to want another obstacle to hinder them from 
coming to an accommodation. If the Devil is not very much wanting to 
his own interests in this Business, it is impossible that the good work of 
Peace should go on much longer. After all, most young fellows are of 
his party ; and wish he may bring matters to a War ; for they make but 
ill Ministers at a Congress, but would make good Soldiers in a Campaign. 

^ No news from Madam ' Blank ^ and her beloved Husband. Their 
unreasonable fondness for each other can never last : they will soon grow 
as cold to one another as the Town to The Beggars' Opera.' And cannot 
warm again, you think ? ^ Pray Heaven I may prove a false prophet ; 
but Married Love and English Music are too domestic to continue long 
in favour.' * * 

November 20th, Soissons still. ^This is one of the agreeablest Towns in 
France. The people are infinitely obliging to strangers : we are of all 
their parties, and perpetually share with them in their pleasures. I have 
learnt more French since I came hither, than I should have picked up in 
a twelvemonth in Lorraine. * * 

^ A fool with a majority on his side is the greatest tyrant in the world ; ' 
—■how can I go back to loiter in Lorraine, honoured Father, where fools 
are in such majority ? ^Then the extraordinary civilities I receive from 
Mr. Poyntz : He has in a manner taken me into his family ; ' will 
evidently make an Apprentice of me. ^The first Packet that comes 
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from Fontainebleau, I expect to be employed. Which is no small 
pleasure to me : and will I hope be of service.' * * 

Decemher 20th, ^ A sudden order to Mr. Poyntz has broken all my 

measures. He goes tomorrow to Paris, to stay there in the room of 
Messrs. Stanhope and Walpole, who are on their return for England.' 
Congress falling into complete languor, if we knew it ! But ought not I 
to accompany this friendly and distinguished Mr. Poyntz, ^who has 
already given me papers to copy ' ; — in fact I am setting oif with him, 
honoured Father I * * 

^Prince Frederick's journey,’ — first arrival in England of dissolute 
Fred from Hanover, who had not been to Berlin to get married last 
summer, — ^ was very secret : Mr. Poyntz did not hear of it till Friday 
last; at least he had no public notice of it.’ Why should he ? ^ There 
■will be fine struggling for places ’ in this Prince’s new Household. ^ I 
hope my Brother will come in for one.’ ^ — 

But here we pull the string of the curtain upon Lyttelton, 
and upon his Congress falling into complete languor ; Congress 
destined, after dining for about a year more, to explode, in the 
Treaty of Seville, and to leave the Kaiser sitting horrorstruck, 
solitary amid the wreck of Political Nature, — which latter, 
however, pieces itself together again for him and others. 
Beneficent Treaty of Vienna was at last achieved ; Treaty and 
Treaties there, which brought matters to their old bearing 
again, — ^Austria united vrith the Sea-Powers, Pragmatic 
Sanction accepted by them, subsidies again to be expected 
from them ; Baby Carlos fitted with his Apanages, in some 
tolerable manner ; and the Problem, with which Creation had 
groaned for some twenty years past, finally accomplished 
better or worse. 

Lyttelton himself will get a place in Prince Frederick’s 
Household, and then lose it; place in Majesty’s Ministry at 
last, but not for a long while yet. He will be one of Prince 
Frederick’s men, of the Carterets, Chesterfields, Pitts, who 
^patronise literature,’ and are in opposition to dark Walpole ; 
one of the ^ West-Wickham set’;— and will be of the 
Opposition party, and have his adventures in the world. 

^ Ayscough’s Lyttelton^ iii, 2cx>-23i, 
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Meanwhile let him go to Paris with Mr. Poyntz ; and do 
his wisest there and elsewhere. 

^ Who's dat who ride astride de pony. 

So long, so lean, so lank and bony ? 

Oh, he be de great orator, Little-ton-y.* ^ 

For now we are round at Friedrich Wilhelm’s Pomeranian 
Hunting again, in the New-year’s time of 1729 ; and must 
look again into the magnanimous sickroom which ensued 
thereon; where a small piece of business is going forward. 
What a magnanimous patient Friedrich Wilhelm was, in 
Fassmann’s judgment, we know : but it will be good to show 
both sides of the tapestry, and let Wilhelmina also speak. 
The small business is only, a Treaty of Marriage for one of 
our Princesses : not Wilhelmina, but Louisa the next younger, 
who has been asked, and will consent, as appears. 

Fassmann makes a very touching scene of it. King is in 
bed, ill of his gout after that slaughter of the 8,602 wild 
swine : attendants are sitting round his Majesty, in the way 
we know ; Queen Sophie at his head, ^ Seckendorf and several 
others’ round the bed. Letters arrive; Princess Frederika 
Louisa, a very young Lady, has also had a Letter; which, 
she sees by the seal, will be interesting, but which she must 
not herself open. She steps in with it ; ‘ beautiful as an 
angel, but rather foolish, and a spoilt child of fifteen,’ says 
Wilhelmina : trips softly in with it ; hands it to the King. 
‘ Give it to thy Mother, let her read it,’ says the King. 
Mother reads it, with audible soft voice : Formal demand in 
marriage from the Serenity of Anspach, as foreseen. 

^ Hearken, Louisa {Hore^ Lmse)^ it is still time,’ said the 
King : ^ Tell us, wouldst thou rather go to Anspach, now, or 
stay with me ? If thou choose to stay, thou shalt want for 
nothing, either, to the end of thy life. Speak ! ’ — ^ At such 

^ Caricature of 1741, on Lyttelton’s getting into the Ministry, with Carteret, 
Chesterfield, Argyll, and the rest ; see Phillimore’s Lyttelton (London, 1845), i. 
no ; Johnson’s Lives of the Poets ^ § Lyttelton ; etc. etc. 
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([uestiou,' *h.'U‘s iMisMuaun, ‘ tlirw ii fiiir tiliiii}i 

over the Prineess'N whu .'.rr-nini to 1^* til a h^^?i f«r Itrr 

answer. However, .sht‘ Mum enllt'i-lrtl hriHrlfi iiiMtl tlii 
Majesty's haiul, aiui saitl : “ I mill In 

Aijspach ! " 'To w‘{ueh th<* Kiisj^ ; “ Verj' itrll, thru, (iiaI 
l^ive thee all happiiu^.NS autl Ihu-asatui hiwinp ! • lint lirarlirit» 
l./niisar the Kin^fs Majt^ay wa-. {.da.s*ii iit Ifie wiiiie tiiiiii tii 
add, \Ve will iiiakt/ a har^^ain, thiiil anti i Yiiii tiave 
excellent Flour at AnspaeU (A-e/nejr.v ; tint ill li»lii» mill 

Smoked Sm.isa/.i^es yoti deit't eanie op, niftier III i|i»iily 4»r 
(juantity, to ns in this (\niuiv\. Stm I* fur tny imrli like 
good pastries. So, froin fiiut* to thne,, tilfitl rfiall Ssiniii Iflif m 
box of nice flour, and I will keep tier ill liAllia ami rt''.; *. 

Wilt thoti, Unmnf'^' I’hat tin- Frimwn aiiiitefnd Yn#,* myn 
poor FtiHsmann with the tear in hi** rui, *tmy rradily t» 
posed P Nay all that lieard I he ihu:g rimiiil ti» rtiyal tiwl 

thenj, -simple lmnnunt5<*s of that kuul front gmmt m ICitig* 

—had almost or altogether tear- in tht?ir wym} 

This surely is a very tourhit^g Hut iitiw idlim tii 

Wilhelmina's aeeoimt <if auoilier i,m th^ miiw .^tilijwl, Iwlmmm 
the Siuue pariif‘S. * At table ' ; m> datg Imliratr4.^ nr a WTiiiig 
o’ne^ but evidently af|t*r this; in UvU w« fiml it wm akiilt 
the hegiuniug of Mnreh I / ivU ; and timl imt eomiriinriii'e’^ 
fur Wilheliuina. 

'At Uhle hiH Maji'Hly tc»M the (^luern ihil ti« %||i| |^||#» |fr«#ll 
AuHiaieh ; the yontx^ Maryjai' t,e W at UrvUn in ll«,y for tili j 

Unit M. Breim^r his Tutor wui. in-4. ^n|li lli# rllif mfUl^m%lml imf 

Umm. Ih tokeU my Sinter, If thut guM. hm uml Him *ti# 

would rrguhito her hou^ekiminug wdien nnirtW? My liinl ^»| 

into the wiiy of teUing him whutever ^he th*in^||, mti 
times, without hiH taking it iU, Mie with km rii#l»ffwy 

fnitikneHH, That nhe w<nild have a good tohle, whkk ^ i|#|iral#lf 

served a'nd| added ahe, ** whirl* shall h»t tteiiliif Ann Aii4 If I 

have children, I will not mnUreat them like M#f fow# ihpM la rtt * 
what they have an averaion to/’ ■- What th* «« mmm If llitl f ^ 'mmlM 
tins King: *'what is there wanting at my toll# P* « 1%#f# |« tlitu 

* Kiirnuianu, j.|K ju,n 
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wanting"/' she said, that one cannot have enough ; and the little there 
is consists of coarse potherbs that nobody can eat." The King,^ as was 
not unnatural^ ‘ had begun to get angry at her £ii‘St answer : this last put 
him quite in a fury ; but all his anger fell on my Brother ai\d me. He 
first threw a plate at my Brother's head, who ducked out of the way ; he 
then let fiy another at me, which I avoided in like manner. A hail- 
storm of abuse followed these first hostilities. He rose into a passion 
against the Queen ; reproaching her with the bad training she gave hex- 
children ; and, addressing my Bi-other : You have reason to cui-se 
your Mother," said he, ^^for it is she that causes your being an ill- 
governed fellow (un mal gouverrU), I had a Preceptor,” continued he, 
who was an honest man. I remember always a story he told me in my 
youth. There was a man, at Cai-thage, who had bee|i condemned to die 
for many crimes he had committed. While they were leading him to 
execution, he desired he might speak to his Mother. They brought his 
Mother: he came near, as if to whisper something to her; — and bit 
away a piece of her ear. I treat you thus, said he, to make you an 
example to all parents who take no heed to bring up their children in 
the practice of virtue ! — Make the application," continued he, always 
addressing my Brother : and getting no answer from him, he again set 
to abusing us till he could speak no longer. We rose from table. As 
we had to pass near him in going out, he aimed a great blow at me with 
his crutch ; which, if I had not jerked away from it, would have ended 
me. He chased me for a while in his wheel-chair, but the people drawing 
it gave me time to escape into the Queen's chamber.' ^ 

Poor Wilhelmina, beaten upon by Papa in this manner, 
takes to bed in miserable feverish pain, is ordered out by 
Mamma to evening party, all the same ; is evidently falling 
very ill. ^ 111 ? I will cure you ! ’ says Papa next day, and 
makes her swallow a great draught of wine. Which com- 
pletes the thing : ^ declared smallpox,’ say all the Doctors 
now. So that Wilhelmina is absent thenceforth, as Fassmann 
already told us, from the magnanimous paternal sickroom ; 
and lies balefully eclipsed, till the paternal gout and some 
other things have run their course. ‘Smallpox; what will 
Prince Fred think ? A perfect fright, if she do live I ’ say 
the English Court-gossips in the interim. But we are now 
arrived at a very singular Prussian-English phenomenon ; and 
ought to take a new Chapter. 

^ Wilhelmina, i. 159. 
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CIIAETEK VI 

IJIMIN'KXCV WAtt <Hl m i l. r.i HV 1 r \ THK 

nitlTASKU' ASI) I’Kf.HSIAN MA.U •itlt > 

R'iik D()ul)U‘-M.‘u-ria;'f ittmg Mr**, in U»p ♦*fnt 

of 1728; but ovcTjlwHly tlinu-'b!, yurtit So|«hit* 

thougbl, it would conn? t<* |M*tfi*rtion , «iUI ftUiuMt. the 

buit thinf' bf did, Hhwi tmi"?* of joy iihtui it, ‘Iln-w’ lino 
outlook.s iwivcd ft him! »hwk in tlw Vfiir now ninir , wlint 
.s«T<‘t bund nut i»t«» njwn flatiu' ; «tid Ib*rliii, inilowd 

of MTuio .splwiilours for « R»»li4j Mrtjt dy.wfta i wRh 

nolo of pn-p«iation fi>r iinntinrnt Wnr. I’rohnbly ^tiwn 
Sojihif uovor hf«l ft more ftgit«t«i Huntntt r tb»ti Rus of n*itb 
Wo are now atriv«i ftt tiuit lhrii«t famtins yu««r«'l, oi «in»»K>l 
Duel, of I’ricdriih Witht bu and hi* Rnlannie llr«»th«-r in law 
little Georp' n. ; rihI must try to riddlr fr«»m Uto»r »li». 
tnuled I'apcr-UDu.s*;. miHU' notiee of it. not »holl> nnintut- 
liffible to lilt' reader. It ii* loudly talSo*! of, huallj, luit »l«w 
also locwcly to u degree, in all niannrr of dull lh«A» ; ft«»l 
is at omc tbrieii-fftininw ftiftl i-tli. u.< l . ulaaajre. 'Hie fart 

is. Nature iuteiulai it for etemftl uhlirion ; iu»il lltftt, »im? 
ciiougb, would have In'eii it* fate long »inw, Iwd nut jn-riain* 
wlu) were then thought to l»e of tni im|«trtfti«e, hut are now 
seen to Ih; of .some, stoiftl wnnetdetl with it «.»r le**. 

Kriwlrich Wilhelm, for hi* own fftui, ImmI iweli in the d«»lh 
of George I. mi evil omen from Um Engiinit ijonrter . «nd ail 
along, in spilt* of ImnMeiit m»jftairitn»*i* to the ttmtrai y. h«l 
said to hiui,si‘ir, ‘ If the Hrsl George, with hi* wdeinnitits* luwl 
taeit sublimitu's, wa» oflettaive now und th«i», wlml will llie 
.Second (Jeorge he? llm l&eotttl (ietirge lift# an uflriw* 
from the beginning ! ' In which notion* llic Snmking l*ftr* 
liamcjit, vitally iulen sted to do it, in Dii***? jwriU»i» goiiwtin* 
times, big with the fate of th« Empiw ftwl rnii*'-!'-.*-, l» 
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aHKidtious to coodnn hin Majiwly. 'I'hc Km(»king Parfitmuait., 
at Potwiaiu, at Borliii, in tho HoUlntiCT of tVusUahauscni, han 
Iwn Inmy ; asul nuu-h t»ham>, nnicli rntHlitAtion and iiwimia- 
tion have gone np, >n cloudii more alwtniKc than ever, mnce 
the <h’al h of (h*orge i. 

It IN rerlain, (Jeorge ti. wuh a immtl little fellow ; very 
high and airy in hj» wayH ; not at all the man tt> I'''riwlrich 
Wilhelm's heart, nor rt‘ei|iroe!illy. A man of Home worth, 
too ; * .senijmtmisly kept Ida w<ml,’ «ay the witueHHea : a man 
always conHcious to hiniHelf, ‘Am not I a man of honour, 
then?' to a puneliliotis degree. For the w»t, eourngeons iw 
a Welf ; and had some sense withal, "^though Indy not much, 
ami indeed, as it wert*, none at all in eompniison to what he 
supposed he Imd ! -- One ean fancy the aversion of the little 
<lapper Hoyally t<> this heav\ fmitiil I’nissian llarharian, and 
the FrusNian Itarljarinn'H tt> him. 'I'hc hlomly nose in rhihl- 
homl was hut a Nyinlml of what passed through life. In 
return for his bkHaiy nose, Htllc Cii’orge, five years the elder, 
had carrital off {'awdine of Auspaeh ; and left hVieilrieh 
Wilhelm sorrowing, a neglwted c«h, — jamr honest Beast 
tragically shorn of his Iktauty. Offences could not fail ; 
th«M! two (Cousins went on offending one another hy the 
mere act of living Ninudianeously. A natural hostility, that 
Imtween <}»*t»rge ii, and Friedrich Wilhelm ; anterior to 
(*im>Une of Air.pneh, and indi-pendent of the coliisions of 
interest that might fall out lietwecn tlsem. Ejunity aa l)€- 
twtt*n a glancijjg stdf-sntisfied fop, and a loutish thick-soled 
man of parts, who fcwls himself the belter tlunigh the less 
«tM*e«iftd. iloumj Mastiff setiing itself neglecUsd, rlriven to 
Its hutch, for a tricksy A|a} dremaal-out in rihhons, who gets 
favour in the drawingroom. 

George, I jtcrcfsive hy the very Kfale Piipms, George and 
his English I.s»fds have a provoking slighting tone toward* 
Friedrich tVilhehn; they answer his violent eonviclums, and 
fhonmghgoing rapid propo.Mds, by brief official negation, with 
an air of .'.u()eriorify, — traces of a |Jolite sneer peroeptiblc 
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omtsionally. A mere Clown of » Ki«K* C«*orgi* ; « 

mere geatjailatiiig (’oxmmh, tliiiiki Friwirirh U lihrlm, 
‘ Man Brtukr dtr Comiklutnit My Brotlifr tlio I’iinynrtor ’ 
(partkoloiired Mrm- Antln w of « hi timi} ! w»* 

Friedrich privuto jintHc for him, in »if!rr ilovn. 

Which George repaid hy tim? eipinl to it, ‘ My Hrothrr the 
Head-Reftdlt! of the Holy Uonmn Kiopirc,’ ' . ,V.iiid.i#rrtiirr,' 

who solemnly Imrigii up tire A'mtlh*x im r yet 

in use) when tJie Holy Ronntn Fhttptra is jilciMnil to write, 

‘ ErxSnndAtratrr, An’h-.%.udl'K»*« Ikarlb of the Hrilifir 
Rimitche Rekh:' it is n huulu-ring nii'lnnun', hut it i-’v 

not witliout felicity, nml the wlttiiwt thing t know of little 
George. 

Special cause of ciuarrel they had none tintl wns of the least 
significance 5 and, at tins time, pnakut friend* wen* striving 
to unite tJwm closer and closer, «* the true jwtiry for kith ; 
English Towmhend himself rather wWiing it, m the litwt 
Prussian Oificials eagerly did ; Que*!ti Skphie j< » ; imiati^* for It ; 
and only a purclmiHid Gnimhow. a kwkewlorr and tk 
Tobacco- Parliament set against it. llie 'i*w»ty of Wo.ter- 
hausen was not known ; but Hie fact of some Toraty made or 
making, some Inifierial negotlatiwi always going on, was tw 
evident; and Frietlrich Wilh. !m\ pntSr’di*:, . iu the Kaiser 
and his Seckendorf oiuld be a secret nowhere. 

Negotiation always going on, we say ; for such indr«} ww 
toe «use, -the Kaiser striving id wav* to k? kanw again (iiaving 
excellent reasons, a secret bargain to tli» a <. , tn wit ?) in 
r^^ard to ii»t Jilllrh-and It-tg s ■ _* *#idt. 

stitutes for Jlilich and and Frinirich U i ;;. h i ..■•fndtig 

to accept any iiufiginnbh- suktituk, anything kit the artiek 
itself. So that, I believe, the Treaty of Wwitwhannen was 
never perfectly ratified, after all j but hung, for so many ve«r», 
always on the point of being so. These are tins lu^ of your 
purchased Grumkow, and of riding tki length of a *l*»rre*tirial 
l^uator keeping a Maj^ty In roM,ji,it,y, |f, tiy a IlouHIf. 
Marriage with England, that intricate wb of , hii am ly luul 
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been once fairly slit in two, and new combinations formed, on 
a basis not of fast-and-loose, could it have been of disadvantage 
to either of the Countries, or to either of their Kings ? — 
Real and grave causes for agreement we find ; real or grave 
causes for quarrel none anywhere. But light or imaginary 
causes, which became at last effectual, can be enumerated, to 
the length of three or four. 


Cause First : The Hanover Joint-Heritages^ which are not 
in a liquid State 

Firsts the ‘ Ahlden Heritage ’ was one cause of disagree- 
ment, which lasted long. The poor Mother of George ii. and 
of Queen Sophie had left considerable properties ; ‘ three 
million thalers^ that is 900,O0OZ., say some ; but all was 
rather in an unliquid state, not so much as her Will was to 
be had. The Will, with a 10,0O0Z. or so, was in the hands 
of a certain Graf von Bar, one of her confidants in that sad 
imprisonment : ^ money lent him,’ Busching says,^ ‘ to set-up 
a Wax-Bleachery at Cassel’: — and the said Count von Bar 
was off with it, Testamentary Paper and all ; gone to the 
Rekhshofrath at Vienna, supreme Judges, in the Empire, of 
such matters. Who accordingly issued him a ^ Protection,’ to 
start with : so that when the Hanover people attempted to 
lay hold of the questionable wax-bleaching Count, at Prankfurt- 
on-Mayn, — secretly sending ^a lieutenant and twelve men’ 
for that object, — he produced his Protection Paper, and the 
lieutenant and twelve men had to hasten home again.^ Count 
von Bar had to be tried at law, — ^never ask with what results ; 
— and this itself was a long story. Then as to the other 
properties of the poor Duchess, question arises. Are they 
allodia, or are they fevda, — ^that is to say, shall the Son have 

^ Beytr'dgi zur Lehensgeschickte denkwiirdiger Pcrsontn (Halle, I7’83'I7S9)> 

306 , § Nilssler, Some distracted fractions of Business Correspondence with 
this Bar, in Memoirs of Sophia Dorothea^ — unintelligible as usual there. 

3 Ibid 
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them, or the Daughter? In short, there was no end to 
questions. Friedrich Wilhelm has an Envoy at Hanover, one 
Kannegiesser, labouring at Hanover, the second of such he has 
been obliged to send ; who finds plenty of employment in that 
matter. ‘ My Brother the ComMiant quietly put his Father’s 
Will in his pocket, I have heard ; and paid no regard to it 
(except what he was compelled to pay, by Chesterfield and 
others) : will he do the like with his poor Mother’s Will ? ’ 
Patience, your Majesty : he is not a covetous man, but a self- 
willed and a proud, — ^always conscious to himself that he is 
the soul of honour, this poor Brother King ! 

Nay, withal, before these testamentary bickerings are settled, 
here has a new Joint Heritage fallen : on which may rise 
discussions. Poor Uncle Ernst of Osnabriick, — ^to whom 
George i., chased by Death, went galloping for shelter that 
night, and who could only weep over his poor Brother dead, — 
has not survived him many months. The youngest Brother of 
the lot is now gone too. Electress Sophie’s Seven are now all 
gone. She had six sons : four became Austrian soldiers, three 
of whom perished in war long since; the other three, the 
Bishop, the King, the eldest of the Soldiers, have all died 
within two years (17^6-1728):^ Sophie Charlotte, ‘Re- 
publican Queen ’ of Prussia, Friedrich Wilhelm’s Mother, whom 
we knew long since, was the one Daughter. Her also Uncle 
Ernst saw die, in his youth, as we may remember- They are 
all dead. And now the Heritages are to settle, at least the 
recent part of them. Let Kannegiesser keep his eyes open. 
Kannegiesser is an expert high-mannered man ; but said to be 
subject to sharpness of temper ; and not in the best favour 
with the Hanover people. That is Cause 

Cause Second: the Troubles of Mecklenburg 

Then, secondly^ there is the business of Mecklenburg; 

^ Michaelis, i. 153. See Feder, Kurfurstinn Sophie; Hoppe, GescMchie der 
Stadt Hannover ; etc. 
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(It'plomble HuMiHt'HH for Mecklenburg, and for everybody within 
wind of it, — my poor rejulers included. Readers remember, — 
what mider am ever forget? — that extraordinary Duke of 
Mecklenburg, the ‘ Unique of Husbands,’ as we had to call 
him, who came with hi« extraowlinary Duchess, to wait on her 
Uncle Peter, the Russian (say rather Semioeidk) Czar, at 
Mtigtlchurg, a down years ago ? We feared it was in the 
fates we might meet that man again ; and so it turas out ! 
Tiu! Unique of HuHEmds has proved also to be the unluckiest 
of Misgoverning Dukos in his Epoch; and spreads mere 
trouble all round him. Mecklenburg is in a bad way, this 
long while, especially l^ene ten years past. * Owing to the 
Charles-Twelfth Wars,’ or whatever it was owing to, this 
unlucky Duke had fallen into want of more money ; and im- 
poverished Mecklenburg allt'gctl that it was in no condition to 
pay more. Almost on his ncc<'S.sion, while the tar-barrels were 
still blazing, yean* lK*f(»rit we ever saw him, he denuiuded new 
subvention from his HUkr* (the ‘ Stiuires ’ of the Country) ; 
stthventioti new in Mecklenburg, though common in other 
sovereign German Stabw, and at one time in Mecklenburg too. 
The Ritters would not jwiy ; the Duke would compel them : 
Ritters apjmd to Kaiser in Reichshofrath, who proves favour- 
aide to tlw Hiltcrs. Duka still declines obeying Kaiser; 
asmtrts that *he is himwlf in such matter the sovereign’: 
Kaiwr fulmimiles what of msty thunder he has about him ; 
to which the Duke, Hung on his hack by it, still continues 
contuimutitms in mind and tongue ; and so between thunder 
and contumacy, as iH-twiam hammer ami stithy, the poor 
Country writhes painfully ever since, and is an aflliction to 
evcrylKxiy near it. 

For ten ycmn past, the unhu-ksest of Misgoverning Dukes 
has l«*n in utter amtroversy witli his Ritters ; — at law with 
them before tlm tkmrls of tl»e Empire, nay occiusioually larying 
certain of them hitnwlf, and cutting-off their heads; getting 
Ruasian n'gimcnts, and then obhged to renounce Russian 
regiment* ;~ia short, a very great trouble to mankind there- 

voi,. ii. ^ 



16S MARRIAGE PROJECT ADRIFT [bookvi. 

abouts.^ So that the Kaiser in Reichshofrath, about the date 
indicated (Year 1719), found good to send military coercion 
on him ; and intrusted that function to the Hanover-Brunswick 
people, to George i. more especially; to whom, as Kreis- 
Hauptmann (f Captain of the Circle,’ Circle of Lower-Saxony, 
where the contumacy had occurred), such function naturally 
fell. The Hanover Sovereignty, sending 13,000 men, horse, 
foot and artillery into Mecklenburg, soon did their function, 
with only some slight flourishes of fighting on the part of the 
contumacious Duke, — ^in which his chief Captain, one Schwerin, 
distinguishes himself: Kurt von Schwerin, whom we shall 
know better by and by, for he went into the Prussian service 
shortly after. Colonel von Schwerin did well what was in him ; 
but could not save a refractory Duke, against such odds. 
The contumacious Duke was obliged to fly his country ; — 
deposed, or, to begin with, suspended, a Brother of his being 
put in as interim Duke : — and the Unique of Husbands and 
paragon of Mismanaging Dukes lives about Dantzig ever since, 
on a Pension allowed him by his interim Brother ; con- 
tumacious to the last ; and still stirring-up strife, though now 
with diminished means. Uncle Peter being now dead, and 
Russian help much cut off. 

The Hanover Sovereignties did their function soon enough : 
but their ^expenses for it,’ these they have in vain demanded 
ever since. No money to be got from Mecklenburg ; and 
Mecklenburg owes us ^en tons of gold,’ — ^that is to say, 
1,000,000 thalers, ^ton’ being the tenth part of a million in 
that coin, Hanover, therefore, holds possession, — and has 
held ever since, with competent small military force, — of 
certain Districts in Mecklenburg : Taxes of these will subsist 
our soldiery in the interim, and yield interest ; the principal 
once paid, we at once give them up ; principal, by these 
schedules, if you care to count them, is one million thalers 
(ten Tonnm GoldeSy as above said), or about 160,000Z. 
And so it has stood for ten years past ; Mecklenburg the most 
^ Michaelis, ii. 416-435, 
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uimrt’hit* of rountricH, owing to the kiiul of Ritters and kind 
of Duke it Inw. I’oor houIs, it is evideut they have all lost 
their beaten roml, and got among the iffim yakd and peat- 
j«jols ; none knows the necessities luul sorrows of this poor 
itlle Duke himself! In his young yeaw, before accession, he 
once tried soldiering; served one campaign with Uharles xii., 
hut was glad to ‘ndurn to Uajnhurg’ again, to the ptaiceiible 
scenes of fashionable life there.' Then his Russian Unique 
of Wives;- — his pisibtdde adventures, prior and suhscKjucnt, in 
Uncle Feler's «{>here, can these have Ijcen pleasant to him? 
I'he angry llittem, too, their country luul got much trampled 
t<» jneees lt» the Uharksi-Twelfth Wars, Stndsuud Sieges : 
money seeim*d necessary to the Duke, and the Ritters were 
very searH* of it. Add, on both si<les, pride an<l want ot 
sense, with untUiid anger going on (rmrmh; and we have the 
luul pheiioim ium now visible : A Duke fled t<j Dantr.ig, 
anarchic Hitters none tlw* lajlter for his going ; Duke perhaps 
thrcHtfuing to return, and nmch ilunving his poor interim 
Brother, and «tirring-«p the A«jarchics: — in brief, Meck- 
lenhtirg Iwconie a house o!i Are, for behoof of m-ighhours 
a»td self. 

In thes«‘ miserable !>rahhles, Friwlrieh Willarlm di<l not 
}dlhertt> oflicially interfere ; though not uninterested in thorn ; 
ladng a next neighbour, a»»d even, by known treaties, 
‘eventual heir,’ should the Mecklenburg Lino die out. But 
w» know he wm uol in favour with tl»« Kaiser, in those old 
yeaw ; so the mililarj' cotwion had Iwen <lotie by other hands, 
awl he loul not shar«t in the man.igemml at all. He merely 
watehisl tl>e eourw of things ; always lulviswl the Duke to 
submit to I 41 W, and las iH-ac nblc; wtw sometimos rather son^ 
for hi»H, t»K», as would apjaw. 

last year, however {I 7 :hs).— th.td.tlcss It was one of 
Seekewlotf* minor iw^iwures, done in Tolmcco-Farliament,^ — 

• Se# m%> by Lsalliwl, iJiagrspliEr of Marlteough) 

tor A l<vfe(y (.irtuw of die then irAwl.tiitt:. of Ntathem M<.in ynl MWress. 

m writ i» «if 
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Friedrich Wilhelm, now a pet of the Kaiser’s, is discovered to 
be fairly concerned in that matter ; and is conjoined with the 
Hanover-Brunswick Commissioners for Mecklenburg; Kaiser 
specially requiring that his Prussian Majesty shall ^ help in 
executing Imperial Orders’ in the neighbouring Anarchic 
Country. Which rather huffed little George, — ^hitherto, since 
his Father’s death, the principal, or as good as sole Com- 
missioner, — if so big a Britannic Majesty could be huffed by 
paltry slights of that kind ! Friedrich Wilhelm, who has much 
meditated Mecklenburg, strains his intellect, sometimes to an 
intense degree, to find-out ways of settling it : George, who 
has never cared to mediate it, nor been able if he had, is 
capable of sniffing scornfully at Friedrich Wilhelm’s projects 
on the matter, and dismissing them as moonshine.^ To a 
wise much-meditative House-Mastiff, can that be pleasant, 
from an unthinking dizened creature of the Ape species? 
The troubles of Mecklenburg, and discrepancies thereupon, 
are capable of becoming a second somce of quarrel. 


Causes Third and Fourth ; — and Cause Fifths worth all 
the Others 

Cause third is the old story of recruiting ; a standing cause 
between Prussia and all its neighbours. And the fourth cause 
is the tiniest of all : the ^ Meadow of Clamei.’ Meadow of 
Clamei, some square yards of boggy ground ; which, after long 
study, one does find to exist in the obscurest manner, discover- 
able in the best Maps of Germany, — some twenty miles south 
of the Elbe river, on the boundary between Hanover-Liineburg 
and Prussia-Magdeburg, dubious on which side of the 
boundary. Lonesome unknown Patch of Meadow, lying far 
amid peaty wildernesses in those Salzwedel regions : unknown 
to all writing mortals as yet ; but which threatens, in this 
summer of 1729, to become famous asRunnymead among the 
Meadows of History 1 And the fofth cause — ^In short, there 
^ Dubourgay Despatches and the Answers to them (more than once). 
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wfw no ival ‘ m»e ’ of tins least magnitude ; the effect was 
produced by the combination of many small mid imaginary 
ones, b’or if there is a will to quarrel, we know there is a 
way. And iH^rhaps tlie JIflh nameable amse, jj* efficiency 
worth all the others fogcthcr, might lie found in the Debates 
of the smoking Parliament that season, were the Journal 
of its Piocw'dings extant ! We gather symptoms, indisput- 
ahlo enough, of very diligent elaboration.s and insinuations 
t ben* ; and conclude that to have been the really effective 
cause. €louds hmi ri»en between the two Giurts; but 
except for the ^'otmcco4^lrllament, tiliere never could have 
tlumdcr come from them. 


Very mam after (Icorgcs m'cession there began clouds to 
ris4* 1 the {HTfwtly accomplishctl little (icorge assuming a 
sevens luiil higli air towanls his nislic Brother-in-I.aw. * We 
cannot stand lbe*t Pntssimi enUstmentu and encroachments; 
WH'lify lht*e, in a high and severe manner ! ' says George to 
his Hanover Oflidals, GcoJije is not warm on his throne till 
thw' comes in, accordingly, from the Hanover Officials a Com- 
plaint to that effect, anti even a List of Hanoverian subjects 
who a«», owing to variotis tnjustkw, now serving in the 
Pnissittu ranks ; ‘ Vimr Prussian Majesty is retpicslwl to retuni 
MS these men ! ’ 

'Iliis List is tialed Jammjry 17t8 ; Geoige only a few 
nitmlhs ohl in his new authority a* yet. The Prussian 
Majesty gnmibhs |minftiny ic.ptnif.ii** ; ‘Will, with eagerness, 
do whatever is juil ; nitwit surely ! But is his Britannic 
Majesty aware? Hanover Officials are tjuite inisinfonned as 
to the circumstanaw ; ’—and thies not return any of the men. 
Merely a pacific |'mnd>!f, and nothing done in regard to the 
complaints. Then there i* the Meatlow of Clamei which we 
s|>oke of; *Tliat .Wongs to Bnuidmibuiig, you say? Never- 
tiieless the cuidigimu’. jmrtii of Hanover have rights upon it. 
Btnne “eight ciitl«idbi of hay." worth say almoit Si enr lOi 
sterling : who Is to mow that grai^ I w«der?’— 
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FrWricii Wilhelm ftfflii Ihiti «!1 this j» it [e 
vexatious course of proewhin?; luid that his titsii> (*«usin the 
Cotniklkmi is not tmttiug him very like » j-ienth ueut. * G h»*, 
your Ma|*sty!’ HUggesls the Kmokiiig Farljami i»t, Alttmt 
the middle of March, Huhotirgay hears ihm k, an ttllirial otji 
of the Grumkow party, sulkily fn)in!ieitti!ii^ on ‘the roiiHtaut 
hostility of the lhu«»ver Ministry to us' in all nmtim-r of 
points ; — inquins withnl, Goiihl not Mwkleiihurg tw Mimehow 
settled, his Prussinn Majesty Iwing somewhat niisious «|ajH 
it?* Anxious, yes: his jwwr Mniesty, iiifci rK meditative of 
such a niait('r in the night-watelms, is »'apnhh* of prio 'iuq 
out of hed, with an ‘ Kureka ! I have found what will do * ‘ 
a)id deiuaiuling writing materials. lie writes or dit tale* in 
his shirt, the good anxious Majesty; tli pufifus hi* F.ureka 
by estafette on the win^ of the wind : and your 'IViwnsheud, 
your wnraeditative George, mx-ive# it with curt otKrial negative, 
and a polite sneer,® 

A few weeks farther on, this is what the N't w [j q,, r ^ rvqmrt 
of Mecklenburg, iu spite of his Fnwsinn Majesty's »iedrw 
to have some mercy shown the p«K»r infnttiatel Ihike . ‘The 
Elector of Hanover and the Duke of iJnmswirk.VVolh.nhottel,' 
his Uritannic Majesty and twpiire in that mu\ husineM, • trfim 
to withdraw their hm-es out of Mecklenhurg, or part with the 
Chest of the Itevemnst thereof, until an entire satiofaetion las 
given them for the am«r« of the Chnrgi** ihev have bnui at 
in putting the Senlem* of tlie Aulie tJmmeil ’ (KaiwrV Umk<i. 
hqjft^aih and rusty thunder) Mnto exmition against the mkl 
Duke.’* 

Matter* gmw greatly wonie when Ckor^ paid hi* first Visit 
to Hanover in character of King, tiarly in tJie Sritmner of 
17S9. Part of his road li» through Pnts»i«» tmll.-rv: 

‘ Shall he have free post-horses, as his late Majtwiy mm wont’?' 

* Despatch, 17th Mitrcli I7a^. 

■ Dubourpy, iatb.i4th Apfit t799t «MKi the An*w«f ff«« Si. 

S^on» Chromkjp'eal ffisimm (LoaiJun, |k»n»i III l» 

quoted without Mutton), «. ai6;-,kte (tmniJated inn, mm wyte), !«!• 
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asks the Prussian Official person. ‘ If he write to request them, 
yes,’ answers Friedrich Wilhelm ; ^ if he don’t write, no.’ 
George do^s not write ; pays for his post-horses ; — ^flourishes 
along to Hanover, in absolute silence towards his clownish 
Brother-in-law. You would say he looks over the head of 
him, as if there were no such clown in existence; — ^he has 
never yet so much as notified his arrival. ‘ What is this ? 
There exists no Prussia, then, for little George ? ’ Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s inarticulate, interjectionary utterances, in clangorous 
metallic tone, we can fancy them, now and then ; and the 
Tobacco-Parliament is busy! British Minister Dubourgay, 
steady old military gentleman, who spells imperfectly, but is 
intent to keep-down mischief, vmtes at last to Hanover, sub- 
missively suggesting, ^ Could not, as was the old wont, some 
notification of the King’s arrival be sent hither, which would 
console his Prussian Majesty ? ’ To which my Lord Townshend 
answers, ‘Has not been the custom, I am informed’ (wrong 
informed, your Lordship) ; ‘ not necessary in the circumstances.’ 
Which is a high course between neighbours and royal gentle- 
men and kinsfolk. The Prussian Court hereupon likewise shuts 
its lips ; no mention of the Hanoverian Court, not even by 
her Majesty and to Englishmen, for several weeks past.^ 
Some inarticulate metallic growl, in private, at dinner or in 
the Tdbaks-Collegium : the rest is truculent silence. Nor are 
our poor Hanover Recruits (according to our List of Pressed 
Hanoverians) in the least sent back ; nor the Clamei Meadows 
settled ; ‘ Big Meadow ’ or ‘ Little one,’ both of which the 
Brandenburgers have mown in the meantime. 

Hanover Pressed men not coming home, — I think, not one 
of them, — the Hanover Officials decide to seize such Prussian 
Soldiers as happen to be seizable, in Hanover Territory. The 
highway in that border-country runs now on this side of the 
march, now on that ; — ^watch well, and you will get Prussian 
soldiers from time to time ! Which the Hanover people do ; 
and seize several, common men and even officers. Here is 

^ Dubourgay. 
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once more a high course of proceeding. Here is coal to raise 
smoke enough, if well blown upon, — ^which, with Seckendorf 
and G-rumkow working the bellows, we may well fancy it was ! 
But listen to what follows, independently of bellows. 

On the 28th June 1729, hay lying now quite dry upon the 
Meadow of Clamei, lo, the Bailiff of Hanoverian Biihlitz, — 
Unpicturesque Traveller will find the peat-smoky little Village 
of Buhlitz near by a dusty little Town called Liichow, midway 
from Hamburg to Magdeburg ; altogether peaty, mossy 
country ; in the Salzwedel district, where used to be Wendic 
populations, and a Marck or Border Fortress of Salzwedel set 
up against them : — ^Bailiff of Buhlitz, I say, sallies forth with 
several carts, with all the population of the Village, with a 
troop of horse to escort, and probably flags flying and some 
kind of drums beating; — ^publicly rakes together the hay, 
defiant of the Prussian Majesty and all men ; loads it on his 
carts, and rolls home with it ; leaving to the Brandenburgers 
nothing but stubble, and the memory of having mown for 
Hanover to eat. This is the 28th June 1729; King of 
Prussia is now at Magdeburg, reviewing his troops ; within a 
hundred miles of these contested quag-countries : who can 
blame him that he flames-up now into clear blaze of royal 
indignation The correspondence henceforth becomes alto- 
gether lively : but in the Britannic Archives there is nothing 
of it, — ^Dubourgay having received warning from my Lord 
Townshend to be altogether ignorant of the matter hence- 
forth, and let the Hanover Officials manage it. His Prussian 
Majesty returns home in the most tempestuous condition. 

W^e may judge what a time Queen Sophie had of it ; what 
scenes there were with the Crown-Prince Friedrich and TVilhel- 
mina, in her Majesty’s Apartment and elsewhere ! Friedrich 
Wilhelm is fast mounting to the redhot pitch. The bullyings, 
the beatings even, of these poor Children, love-sick one of 
them, are lamentable to hear of, as all the world has heard : 

^^Disobedient unnatural whelps, biting the heels of your 
poor old parent mastiff in his extreme need, what is to be done 
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with you ? ’ Fritz Jjr oRrn enough I)(‘als, given a nlap to with 
his rattajj ; luts hurled a plate at him, on oecanion, when ba<l 
topics rose at table; nay, at Wilhchaina too, she says: but 
the poor ehiklnui always duckwl, anti nothing Init a little noise 
and loss of eroekerv ensniHl. I'Vitz he tlelilKTalely detests, or 
a seiwant of the Devil, ineorrigihly relK'lling against the 
pnienial will, and going on those dissolute courses ; a silly 
Freiu’h eockatm), suspiwtiil of disbtjlief in ScripUm* ; given to 
notliing hut fifing and playhooks ; who will hring Pnissia and 
InniMlf to a had end. ‘ (Rxl grant he do not finish on the 
gallows!’ sighed tlie sad Father once to Onimkow. 'ilw 
rtwwls of these thinp lie written far and wide, in the 
archivtts of many countries as well as in Wilhi-lmiua's 
Ihaik. 

To me then* was one umliphanatic refh'ction I’ontinually 
present: Hi*iivt>iis, could uohtKly have got a hit of ro|)<;, 
and hangcil those two Dipkanatic swindlers; clearly of 
the scomidre! genus, mow than conmuai pickpockets are? 
llicwby had certain yowng hearts, and hon«*t old ones too, 
escajasl Iwing broken ; ami many a thing might have gone 
iK'tter than it did. Jtu m ItU u, Herr I'l ld/.cugmei.ster, tlmugh 
you aw an orlhinlox I’rotestanl, this thousamlfold isTjietual 
habit of di .iitt. il lying msmis to me a law! one. I do not 
hlatiie an old miliUtry g. alloiimn. with a brow so puckered as 
youm for having little of the milk of human kindness »o-cal!edl : 
hut this of liwaking, by force of li« merely, and for your own 
uses, the hearts of |>«or innocent cwat«rt*8, nay, of griuding 
them slowly in the mortar, anti employing their Father’s h«id 
to do it withal ; tJiis —lletf (Joncml, forgive me, Imt there a» 
nmments when I fw! as if the extinction of prohnhly tlie 
intcuMJst scoundrel of that cjaa-h might have Iwen a satisfactoiy 
event Alas, it could not bo, ^kendorf is lying abroad 
for his Kaiwr ; * the only really able man we have,’ myu 
Eugen© »omislim«. Snuffles and lisps ; and travels in all, as 
tliey count, about afi,(JOO miles, Raping his Majesty in 
cuiupiuiy. Hew aw tiome gUm|)se8 Into the interior, dull but 
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at firsthand, which are worth clipping and condensing from 
Dubourgay, with their dates : 

Both July 1729. To the respectable old Brigadier, this day or yesterday, 
^her Majesty, all in tears, complained of her situation: King is nigh 
losing his senses on account of the differences with Hanover ; goes from 
bed to bed in the night-time, and from chamber to chamber, like one 
whose brains are turned.” Took a fit, at two in the morning, lately, to 
be off to Wusterhausen : ’ — about a year ago Seckendorf and Grumkow 
had built a Lodge out there, where his Majesty, when he liked, could be 
snug and private with them : thither his Majesty now rushed, at two in 
the morning ; but seemingly found Httle assuagement. ‘ Since his return, 
he gives himself up entirely to drink : — Seckendorf,' the snuffling Belial, 
^is busy, above ground and below; has been heard saying He alone 
could settle these businesses, Double-Marriage and all, would her Majesty 
but trust him ! ’ — 

* The King will not suffer the Prince-Boyal to sit next his Majesty at 
table, hut obliges him to go to the lower end ; where things are so ordered,’ 
says the sympathetic Dubourgay, ^ that the poor Prince often rises without 
getting one bit,’ — woe’s me! ^Insomuch that the Queen was obliged 
two days ago’ (28th July 1729, let us date such an occurrence) ^to send, 
by one of the servants who could be trusted, a Box of cold fowls and other 
eatables for his Royal Highness’s subsistence ! ’ ^ 

In the first blaze of the outrage at Clamei, Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s ardent mind suggested to him the method of single 
combat : defiance of George, by cartel. To give the satisfaction 
of a gentleman. There have been such instances on the part 
of Sovereigns ; though they are rare : Karl Ludwig of the 
Pfalz, Winter-King’s Son, for example, did, as is understood, 
challenge Turenne for burning the Pfalz (Jlrst burning that 
poor country got) ; but nothing came of it, owing to Turenne’s 
prudence. Friedrich Wilhelm sees well that it all comes 
from George’s private humour: Why should human blood 
be shed except Greorge’s and mine? Friedrich Wilhelm is 
decisive for sending off the cartel; he has even settled the 
particulars, and sees in his glowing poetic mind how the 
transaction may be : say, at Hildesheim for place ; Derschau 
shall be my second ; Brigadier Sutton (if anybody now know 
^ Dubourgay, 30th July 1729. 
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8«fh a man) may Im' tii». En-omls, place and jfcncnil outline 
he ha» schemed out, and flml, so far m depends on one 
party; will fairly fence awl tight this insolent little Royal 
Gentleman : give the world a .sped ncle (which might have been 
V(‘ry wholt'.Mome to the worUl) of two Kings voiding their 
<puim‘l by duel niul fair peminal ft'uci*. 

In England the report gwss, ‘not without foundation,’ 
think l.sml Ilervey ami men of san'astic insight m the higher 
circles, 'fhat it wa.s his Britannic Maji-sty who ‘ sent or would 
have sent a cliallenge of single combat to his IVussian 
Majesty,’ the latter Ireing tlie |Mwsivc party ! Report flung 
into an inverite poBlure, as is liable to hapjwn ; ‘going’ now 
witli its feet uppermost ; ‘ not without foundation,’ thinks 
I,ord 1 h*rv<>y, * But whet her it ’ (the cartel) ‘ was carried and 
n*jcct«l, <ir whether the pray*TS and remonstranccH of I^sird 
Townshend prtcventwl the gauntlet being actually thrown 
down, is a {mint which, to me' (Isntl Hervt'y) ‘at least, has 
never lH*en cleared.’ * 

'llitt lYussian Ministers, no less than Townshend would, 
feel well that this of Duel will never tlo, A.stonishnn'ut, 
jflfttik ktdikrium<, tragical teln* from gtals and men, will come 
of the Du<*l ! But how to turn it aside? For the King is 
determimsl. His truculent veracity of mind jHiints out this 
as the md way f<»r him; rcH’.uning, enltviding are to no 
purpoM*. ‘The tme mellKKl, I tell y<«j! As to the world 
and its amkliiigr-det the world cackle 1 ’ At length Borck 
hits on a consideration : * Your Majesty htw heen ill lately ; 
hand {wrhaps not w» sliwly as usual ? Now if it shouhl turn 
out that your Majesty proves! so inferior to yourself as 
to -tiood Heavens!* 'lids, it is said, was the jwint that 
slaggcretl ids Majesty. Tohacco-Fariiament, and Borck there, 
pushiHi Its ailvaniage : the method of duel {pr**%rdfnt through 
the early |»urt of duly, I siiould gueas) ww given up.* Why 

* Isad tierve)', Mtmein (rtefjei //, 1. is?. 

* Itkifvk!, famiSUm tt mutru (Sscoad «diUon, s vote L«ld«, 171S7}, 

k il 7 , its. 
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was there no Hansard in that Institution of the Country ? 
Patience, idle reader 1 We shall get some scraps of the 
Debates on other subjects, by and by. — But hear Dubourgay 
again, in the absence of Morning Newspapers : 

August ^thj 1729. ^ Berlin looks altogether warlike. At Magdeburg 

they are busy making ovens to bake Ammunition-bread ; Artillery is 
getting hauled out of the Arsenal here ’ ; all is clangour, din of prepara- 
tion. ^It is said the King will fall on Mecklenburg'; can at once, if 
he like. ^ These intolerable usages from England' (Seckendorf is 
rumoured to have said), ^can your Majesty endure them forever ? Why 
not marry the Prince-Boyal, at once, to another Princess^ and have done 
with them ! ’ — or words to that effect, as reported by Court-rumour to 
her Majesty and Dubourgay, And there is a Princess talked of for this 
Match, Russian Princess, little Czar's Sister (little Czar to have Wilhel- 
mina, Double-Marriage to be with Russia, not with England) ; but the 
little Czar soon died, little Czar's Sister went out of sight, or I know not 
what happened, and only brief rumour came of that. 

As for the Crown-Prince, he has not fallen desperate ; n£> ; but appears 
to have strange schemes in him, deep under cover. ^ He has said to a 
confidant' (Wilhelmina it is probable), ^ As to his ill-treatment, he well 
knew how to free himself of that”' (will fly to foreign parts, your 
Highness ?), ‘ and would have done so long since, were it not for his 
Sister, upon whom the whole weight of his Father's resentment would 
then fall. Happen what will, therefore, he is resolved to share with her 
all the hardships which the King his Father may be pleased to put upon 
her.'"^ Means privately a flight to England, Dubourgay sees, and in a 
reticent diplomatic way is glad to see. 

I possess near a dozen Hanoverian and Prussian Despatches 
upon this strange Business ; but should shudder to inflict 
them on any innocent reader. Clear, grave Despatches, very 
brief and just, especially on the Prussian side : and on a 
matter too, which truly is not lighter than any other Despatch 
matter of that intrinsically vacant Epoch ; — O reader, would 
I could bury all vacant talk and writing whatsoever, as I do 
these poor Despatches about the ^ eight cartloads of hayM 
Friedrich Wilhelm is fairplay itself ; will do all things that 
Earth or Heaven can require of him. Only, he is much in a 
hurry withal ; and of this the Hanover Officials take advantage, 
^ Dubourgay, nth August 1729. 
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perlittjis iinc0iJB€iiHi«lj, to keop him in provocatiom He lies 
awake at nighty liis lieart in sore* ami he has fled to drink, 
Towank tlie mkldle of AngUHV-^'here again is a ])hfa.iona^u<)n, 
— »* lie springH tnit of IhhI in the middle of nighti^ has again 
an Kmrht m to this i»f (laiiud : ^ Enit*ka^ I see now what will 
bring a settieni'ent ! ** ami sends off post, diaste to luinungit^ssiT 

at llaimver. i\> Kamu^giesser,..'. Herr lleiehenlmelH the 

sptaaat hhivoy in Oiis niaiten being absent at the moment^ 
gone to tile (JiihrdiV I ladieve, whom Britiiniiic Majesty itself 
is: bill IvanneglrsMT is tinwi npon the Ahiden Ileritiiges; 
n(M|uainfe<l with the ground^ a mther piwise official man, who 
will nerve for the Iiuitj we am in, Ikistdiaste; dove with 
ollvediranch cannot go toorpiick •■K.'oiiH-gii'ssrr Hp|»Iying for 
an intrr\'iew, not witli the Britannic Miyestj, who is at 
<idhrdi% hunting, Init wiili tlie Hanover Council, 
iidtnitliincc. Here are Herr Kania-i.’jesstnA; official lleports; 
which will tliemsi^lves tell the mat of llie story, thank Heaven * 


*J!h hk Pnmmn Aiiifrdij (from Herr KimiH‘‘;'i«*sser) 

No. I. * ikm ol ManmWp A f iff mi 1720 

Hht lilt Ifali cliiy of Atigiwt, at tim o clock In the morning, , I rectlvod 
Two Orilers of (‘onnrir (Uiemi urn 7*^s nt'vor ask fartlier what 

llioy are); * ilkpalchml on the lath Instant at mivcn in ih# ivenltifi 
wiicrf-uiMoi I liniiieilbtely went to tlm C^onndbcliamlair litre; and 
iiifornteil llte licrr von llartoff, IVIvato Htiorolary* who mill me In a room 
ntljoiniint. **That, liavliig icimoiltlng to proitomi to lil» Ministry* (now 
aittifif tletllmrativo In ilii intorlor hari ; mimollilng to |iroposo to hk 
Mliiktry) *on the prl of th« Frnaslaii Minktors, It was ncfcssary I 
shonltl sjitak to |}ii!in/* Herr von llarlof, after linvInK roportiHl iny 
fltmiiiiid, list imi know, *Hiti hail roceivmi orilors from the Mlnktry to 
tielor wliiil I liarl to wy to imiithcr time/* 

*i rf|ill»ci, aiiicii I cotihl not allowwl thi honour of an 

atidiwic© it that tliiio, I thfmghi myiadf ohllgofi to am|iiaiiil him I had 
roctilvtii w Oriltir from Itorllii to «|i|ily to th« Mlnktry of toli plica# ia 
lliii fiwii® of III© Minlitori of anil aiak# lit© lamA pressing 

liwiiitrti for a i|i#wly Arwwtir to a l^ttor Iitoly ililivirdi u> them hy 
llirr fiiifratfi Itoleliititwh ** * (my worthy her# j Aniwtr to hli 

I^ltor ill 111© irit piac#); to toil Hit Aaawtr mifit h% 

Imift'dl in ifiy liiiitlii in trdtr to rtmll It wito wftly/* 
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^ Herr von Hartoff returned immediately to tlie Council-chamber ; and 
after having told the Ministers what I had saidj brought me the following 
answer, in about half-a-quarter of an hour,* seven minutes by the watch : 
^ That the Ministers of this Court would not fail answering the said 
Letter as soon as possible ; and would take care to give me notice of it, 
and send the Answer to me/* * 

That was all that the punctual Kannegiesser could get out of them, 
^ But,* continues he, ^ not thinking this reply sufficient, I added, ‘'^That 
delays being dangerous, I would come again the next day for a more 
precise answer/* * 

Bather a high-mannered positive man, this Kannegiesser, of the Ahlden 
Heritages; not without sharpness of temper, if the Hanover Officia-s 
drive it too far. 


No. 2. ^ At Hanover, IQth Augmt 1729 

^According to the orders received from the King my Master, and 
pursuant of my promise of yesterday, I went at noon this day to the 
Castle (^Schlosi), for the purpose of making appearance in the Council- 
chamber, where the Ministers were assembled. 

let them know I was there, by Von Hartoff, Privy Secretary ; and, 
in the mildest terms, desired to be admitted to speak with them. Which 
was refused me a second time ; and the following answer delivered me 
by Von Hartoff: ^^That since the Prussian Ministers had intrusted me 
with this Commission, the Ministers of this Court had directed him to 
draw-up my yesterday*s Proposals in writing, and report them to the 
CounciL’ 

^Whereupon I said, could not conceive any reason why I was the 
only person who could not be admitted to audience. That, however, as 
the Ministers of this Court were pleased to authorise him, Herr von 
Hartoff, to receive my Proposals, I was obliged to tell him,* as the first 
or prelimmary point of my Commission, ^ I had received orders to be very 
pressing with the said Ministers of this Court, for an Answer to a Letter 
from the Prussian Ministry, lately delivered by Herr Legationsrath von 
Beichenbach ; and finding that the said Answer was not yet finished I 
would stay two days for it, that I might be more secure of getting it. 
But that then I should come to put them in mind of it, and desire 
audience in order to acquit myself of the rest of my Commission.** 

"The Privy Secretary drew-up what I said in writing. Immediately 
afterwards he reported it to the Ministry, and brought me this answer • 
" That the Ministers of this Court would be as good as their word of 
yesterday, and answer the above-mentioned Letter with aU possible 
expedition/* After which we parted/ ^ 
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No. 3. ^ At Hanover, 17th Augmt l72d 

'At two in the afternoon, tMs day, Herr von Hartoff came to my 
house ; and let me know " He had business of consequence from the 
Ministry, and that he would return at five.” By my direction he was 
told, " I should expect him.” 

'At the time appointed he came ; and told me, "That the Ministers of 
the Court, understanding from him that I designed to ask audience 
tomorrow, did not doubt but my business would be to remind them of 
the Answer which I had demanded yesterday and the day before. That 
such applications were not customary among sovereign Princes; that 
they the Ministers ' dared not treat farther in that affair with me ; that 
they desired me not to mention it to them again till they had received 
directions from his Britannic Majesty, to whom they had made their 
report; and that as soon as they received their instructions, the result of 
these should be communicated to me.” 

'To this I replied, "That I did not expect the Ministers of this Court 
would refuse me the audience which I designed to ask tomorrow; and 
that therefore I would not fail of being at the Council-chamber at eleven, 
next day,' according to bargain, 'to know their answer to the rest of my 
Proposals.” — Secretary von Hartoff would not hear of this resolution ; 
and assured me positively he had orders to listen to nothing more on the 
subject from me. After which he left me.' 

No. 4. ' At Hanover, l^th Augmt 1729 

'At eleven, this day, I went to the Council-chamber, for the third 
time ; and desired Secretary Hartoff "To prevail with the Ministry to 
allow me to speak with them, and communicate what the King of Prussia 
had ordered me to propose.” 

' Herr von Hartoff gave them an account of my request ; and brought 
me for answer, " That I must wait a little, because the Ministers were 
not yet all assembled.”' Which I did. 'But after having made me 
stay almost an hour, and after the President of the Council was come, 
Herr von Hartoff came out to me ; and repeated what he had said yester- 
day, in very positive and absolute terms, "That the Ministers were 
resolved not to see me, and had expressly forbid him taking any Paper 
at my hands.” 

'To which I replied, "That this was very hard usage; and the world 
would see how the King of Prussia would relish it. But having strict 
orders from his Majesty, my most gracious Master, to make aPedaration 
to the Ministers of Hanover in his name ; and finding Herr von Hartoff 
would neither receive it nor take a copy of it, I had only to tell him that 
I was under the necessity of leaving it in writing, — and had brought the 
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rAjRM" with iius”* 1 h Herr von Hartoif ob.4vrvt7 ! ‘ Ami that iu>w, uh 

tholAiuui'il pivasod to rotuM* to tako it^ I was ohlii^md to Icavo tho 
sut<i Dovliiration on a tnhU^ in an adjoinirn^ room, ia tho prosoiiro of Horr 
von liartod'and othor Socrotarios of tho Counril, vUioin I do dn^d to lay 
it hoforo iho Ministry.'* 

' After this I wont liotuo ; hat Imd scurooly eatorcd my apartmout, 
'whdsn a iness'en^'t'r retarned me the 1 hadariition, still rasiled as 1 left it, 
by order of the- Ministt'rs : and perfi'ivini^ I was not iiudiaod to rereivo 
it, ho laid it on my table, and immedlattdy left the houve * ^ 

VVlu*r(‘iij)t)n withoui lass of a momoni, vrltirui* 

to llorliiK H)th Au‘^u.st; ami reports pro^^ross, 

Siiupk^ hoiU'st Orson of a Prussian Majostv, what a he- 
paint(‘(l ht'rihhoned insultini^ riuyut'ior Majrstv has ho fallen 
in with M fin, so F llni, na!' anti 1 see the face of him, 
aJl colours of the prism, aiul cyos in a tine fren/v ; ht*tokening 
Uunulery weather to some people! Instantly lie onlers 
44,000 men to get on march:" ntul these instatitlv liegin 
to stir; small preparation needed, ever reiuly ladng tiu* \V(n*<l 
with them. hVom h<*avy guns, ammunition' wagons ami 
draught-horscH, down to the last, huckh* of a spat terdash, 
things an^ all ticketed and rea<iy in his Majest y's <’ountrv ; 
things, mid still more evidently men. Within a we<»k, th(‘ 
umaml (hizelteers (Nk*w,spaper Editors w(‘ miw rail them) 
can b(‘hold the actual a<lvent of lmr.se, foot ami artillery 
r(‘gimeuts at Magd(dnirg; actual rendt^zvous litgun, uml vvitli 
a frightful ctpjahlc^ vehadiy going on tiay after day. ()a 
the l/5th day of SeptemlH*r, if ahuanac hold ,steady, 

there will be 44,000 of them nsady there. Suc'h a mass of 
potential-battle as George or th(‘ Hanover Oilicialitv arc! — 
ready to fight ? 

Alas, far enough from that. bVirces of their own they 

^ A I-rCjUer from an ICuidtsh Travdlcr lu i Kiirud at LoruJan, rriatioi* tD the 
Differences betwixt tin: Cmair. of and Uanevr*, with Copies ef etc. 

Tran.slatcd from the French (London, A, Milhu', at HuduiiiHcfs ! Usui, 17.^0). 
pp. 29-34. An excellent distinct Utllc rwtnjddet ; very cxplaniUury in this 
matter,— like the .snudlefa rushlight in a dark ceH.u* of diotdwtnber. 

« Friedrich Wilhelm’s * Manifesto" Is in .MituviHm, ii. 2 £0-215, dated * 20th 
£729 ' (the day after Kaimqpei>ja:t*j, return). 
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have, aflt'r a aort ; auhaidisoil IIosMiana, Dauea, Ihose they can 
begin to atir up ; but they have not a feginu-nt ready for 
lighting ; an<l have if all were ready, which this 

44,000 cannot too probably sweep out of tlie world. I 
suppose little (Jeorge must have exhibited some prismatic 
colours of eountenanee, too, 'rids insulted Orson is swinging 
a trenamdous club upon the little pendvt'd, j'ibboncd, high 
gentli'inan, pronumading loftily to his preserves yonder! 'J'he 
I’ruHsian forces inarch, steatiy, continual ; Crown-Frince Fried- 
rich’s i-egiment of Giants is on marc;h, expressly under cliarge 
of Friedrich hiumelf: — the young man’s thoughts are not 
recorthxl for us ; only that he gets praise from Ids Father, so 
dextrous and perfect is he with the Giants and their getting 
into gear. Nor is there, says our Foreign Oonx'sjiondent, the 
least truth in yiair rumour that the Prussian forces, ollieers 
or men, marchwl with had will ; ‘ conspicuously reverse is the 
truth, <18 I myself can testify.' ‘ And his Britamdc Majesty 
now making a tirewlful llutler to assemble as fast as possible, 
is like to get (juite flung into the hogs by this terrible 
Orson 1 — 

What an amazement among the Gazetteers : tlumder-cloud.s 
of war mounting np over the zenith in this manner, and 
hlolling out the sun j—may produce <ui ellect on the Con- 
gress of Koissons ? Presmmdily : and his Tmiawial Majesty, 
left sitting desolate on bis Pragimdic Sanction, gloomily 
watching events, may find something turn-u]» to his advan- 
tage? Prussia and Knglmul are fiuHieienlly in (piarrel, nt 
any rate; perhaps almost l<«> mueh. — ^'I'lie Pojie, in these 
(‘inMniiLlniuM’S.* did a curious thing. 'Phe Pope, having prayed 
lately for rain and gt»t it, proeeecls now, in the end of Sep- 
temi^r, while sucli war-nimours are still at their height in 
Rome, to pray, or even <lo a Public Mass, or some other 
so-called Pontificnlity, * in the Chapl of Philip Neri in the 
New Church,’ by way of still more effectual miracle. Prays, 

* Pwnphlet cited above. 


voi, H. 
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namely, 'rimt. Heaven would Iw grtieimisly {deiuted to foment, 
anti blow up to the proper degnt’, thin tjuaritd between the 
two ehief Heretic Powers, Heaven’s chief eucmies, whereby 
Holy Religion might rtuip a gocal Inmefit, if it plcjised 
Heaven. lint;, this time, the miracle <iid not go oil' according 
to program,’ 

For at this ])oint, before the Pope had prayetl, but while 
the trooj)s and artillery were evidently all on march pHuch 
an arlillerv as I,’ who am Kaiser’s Artilh-rv-Master, * for my 
poor part, nev«T had the happiness to s{>e iM'fort* in any 
country,’ smdlh's Seckendorf in the Smokiiig Parliament), atid 
now swords are, as it were, <lmwn, and in the air make 
horrid circles, -the neighbours inlerfert^ • * Heavens ! pul -up 
your swords ! ~ and the huge world-wide tumult suddenly (I 
think, in the very first days of this month Seplemher) col- 
lapses, sinks into something you am put into a snuffbox. 

Of course; it could never come to actual battle, after {dl. 
Too high a picklebcrriug tragaly that. Hert; is a Cimmlutni 
not wanting to be smitten into the hogs; an h<m«:st Orson 
who wants nothing, nor has ever want«l, but fniiplay. Fair- 
]>lay ; and not to be insulted on the streets, or have one's 
poor Hobby (luite knockal from under one ! N<dgbbimrs, as 
we say, struck in ; France, Holland, all the ncighbnurs, at 
this j)oint: ‘ Do it by arbitration; W«j|fenbuttel for the one, 
Sochsen-Ootha for the other; Commissioners to meet at 
Brunswick ! ’ And that, accordingly, was the course fixal 
nj)on; and settlement, by that mcthotl, was accomplished, 
without difllculty, in some six months hence.* W la ther 
Olamci was awarded to Hanover or to Brandenburg, I never 
knew, or how the hay of it is cut at this moment. I only 
know there was no battle on the subject ; though at one time 
thej-o was like to be such a clash of battle as the old Mark- 

‘ • Extract of a I,etler from Rome, 34th September lyag,* to Towaibtnd’i 
Despatch, Whitehall, loth October 1739, 

* 1 6th April 1730 (FbMer, li. los). 
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graves never had with their old Wends ; not if we put all 
tlieir battlings into one. 

Seckendorf s radiant brow has to pucker itself again * this 
fine project, of boiling the Kaiscr‘’s eggs by setting the world 
on fire, has not prosj)ere<l after all The gloomy old villain 
came to her Majesty one day,^ while things were near the 
hottest ; and said or insinuated, He was tine man that could 
do these l)usiuess(.‘s, and bring about the Douhk^-MaiTiagc 
itsclf, if her Majesty were not so harsh upon him. Where- 
upon her Majesty, reporting to Duhoiirgay, threw out the 
lunt, * What if we (that is, you) did give him a forty or fifty 
thousand thalers verily, for he will do anything for money ? ^ 
To which Townshend answers from the Gcihrde, to the effect : 
^ Pooh, he is a mere bag of noxious futilities ; consists of gall 
mainly, and rusty old lies and crotchets ; breathing very 
co{)|)eras through tliose old choppy lips of hie : let him go to 
the —— ! ’ Next Spring, at the happy end of tlie Arbitra- 
tion, which lie Inn! striven all lie could to mar and to retard, 
he fell quite ill ; took to his bed for two days, — ^colicm, or 
one knows not what * and I can’t say I am very sorry for 
him,’ writes tlie respectable Dubourgay.^ 

On the Btli day of September Friedrich Crown- 

Prince xxHaiters Potsdam* with his I’wo battalions of Giants; 
he has done ho well, the King goes out from Berlin to see 
him march in with them ; njoicing to find .somelhing of a 
soldier in tins young grac(*lcss, after all ^The King dis- 
tributed 100,000 thalers (15,0001.) among his Army;’ 
l>eing well pleased with their liehaviour, ami doulitless right 
glad to be out of such a Business. The Ahlden Heritages 
will now get licjuidateil ; Mc^cklcnhurg,— t)ur Knyphau.sen, 
with the Ilanover (kmsorts, will settle Mecklenlmrg ; and all 
shall be well again, we hope !» — 


The fact, on some of thise poin'ts, turned out different ; 

^ Duboargfty, solh July I7a9. * 3|tt Aaill r7|<x 

• Pul»o«n;ay, Ilth Sept. *739* 
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but it wtw now of b‘SH iinj)orl;ut(H'. As to KuvphuuM-u's 
procmlings at afltT tii« l»tl»S>y IVaw, Utey 

were not ko suct’cssfu! as Imtl In-vn Nml of qtmrrel, 

howeviu*, between the Majesties, there be«eeA>rf!j was not in 
Meckh'nburg ; loul if slight niflUngs anti rotUsit)>is «!itl arise, 
it wan not till after our poor Doultle Marriage was at any 
rate (}«ite out of the gaute, and they are witlnmt significance 
tons. But the truth is, though KnyiiUan .-n did hia Iwat, 
no settlement eanie; nor indml tanild ever «'onie. Shall 
we sum-uj) that sorry nudter here, and wash our Isantls of it ? 


Tnmhles qf /or ihe hi.'it T'mn 

Knyphausen, we nay, provcti futile; Jsor eould huumu wit 
have racceedtHi 'Fhe euisperatrt! Duke was eunhmiacinus. 
irrational ; the two Majesties kept pulling ditl'ercnl ways u|»a 
hilt). Matters grew from very Itati to worse ; and M«*kien* 
burg contittuetl long a ntntiittg sore. Not matiy tnontlw after 
this (I thi))k, still in 1729), the irrational Duke, having got 
money out of Itufwijt, eame hotne agaij) from Dantxig; to 
notable increase of the Anan'htes in Mwklenhtifg, though 
without other resuit for himself. Hie irralioiud Duke prov«l 
more contumiwious than ever, fell into drejter trouble than 
ever;^ — at length (17B8) he made Proclamation to tlm 
Peaniuitry to rise atttl tight for him ; who did tun) out, with 
tlieir hiU-ht)nks and hlndgconx under faplairr* nanwsl by him, 
‘ to the amount of 1B,000 l*cas!ints,’— with such riot as may 
he faneitsl, hut without other result So that the Hanover 
C’ommissioiit;rs decided to »ei»!e Hie very tkmdfm C’itiw 
(Schw'ori)) luid Domitas) from thia matl Duke, and make the 
couulry clear of him, his Brother being Interim Manager 
always, under countenance of the Commissioners. Which 
transactions, cspeeialfy which contemplatai seixur® of the 
Residence Cili(*s, hMedrich Wilhelm, eventual heir, could not 
sec with ('(puinimity at all. But Imving no ftrnw in th® 
country, what could he do? Being ‘ J©iat»Comml*sianer ' 
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this long while past, though without armed interference 
hitherto, he privately resolves that he will have forces there ; 
the rather as the poor Duke professes penitence, and flies to 
him for help. Poor soul, his Russian Unique of Wives has 
just died, far enough away from him this long while past : 
what a life they have had, these two Uniques ! — 

Enough, ^on the 19th of October 1733, Lieutenant- 
General Schwerin,’ — ^the same who was Colonel Schwerin, the 
Duke’s chief Captain here, at the beginning of these troubles, 
now Lieutenant-General and a distinguished Pritssicm officer, 
— ‘ marches into Mecklenburg with three regiments, one of 
foot, two of horse ’ : ^ he, doubtless, will help in quelling those 
Peasant and other Anarchies ? Privately his mission is most 
delicate. He is not to fight with the Hanoverians ; is 
delicately but effectually to shove them well away from the 
Residence Cities, and fasten himself down in those parts. 
Which the Lieutenant-General dextrously does. ^A night’s 
quarter here in Parchim,’ — such is the Lieutenant-General’s 
request, polite but impressive, from the outskirts of that little 
Town, a Town essential to certain objects, and in fact the 
point he is aiming at : ^ night’s quarter ; you cannot refuse it 
to this Prussian Company marching under the Kaiser’s Com- 
mission ? ’ No, the Hanoverian Lieutenant of Foot dare not 
take upon him to refuse . — ^but next morning, he is himself 
invited to withdraw, the Prussians having orders to continue 
here in Parchim ! And so with the other points and towns, 
that are essential in the enterprise on hand. A dextrous 
Lieutenant-General this Schwerin: — his two Horse- Colonels 
are likewise men to be noted; Colonel Wreech, with a 
charming young Wife, perhaps a too charming ; Colonel 
Truchsess Von Waldburg, known afterwards, with distinction, 
in London Society and widely otherwise. And thus, in the 
end of 1733, the Mecklenburg Residence Cities, happen what 
may, are secured for their poor irrational Duke. These things 
may slightly ruffle some tempers at Hanover ; but it is now 
1 Buchholz, i. 122, 142; Michaelis, ii. 433 j 437 * 
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1738, and our poor Double-Marriage is clean out of the game 
by that time ! — 

The irrational Duke could not continue in his Residence 
Cities, with the Brother administering over him ; still proving 
contumacious, he needed absolutely to be driven out, to 
Wismar or I know not whither ; went wandering about for 
almost twenty years to come; disturbed, and stirring-up 
disturbance. Died 1747, still in that sad posture; Interim 
Brother, with Posterity, succeeding.^ But Hanover and 
Prussia interfered no farther ; the brother administered on his 
own footing, ‘supported by troops hired from Hamburg. 
Hanover and Prussia, 400 Hanoverians, SOO Prussians, merely 
retained hold of their respective Hypothecs ’ (Districts held in 
pawn) ‘ till the expenses should be paid,’ — ^million of thalers^ 
and by those late anarchies a new heavy score run up. 

Prussia and Hanover retained hold of their Hypothecs ; for 
as to the expenses, what hope was there ? Fifty years hence 
we find the Prussian Hypothecs occupied as at first; and 
‘rights of enlistment exercised.’ Never in this world were 
those expenses paid ; nor could be, any part of them. The 
last accounts were : George m. of England, on marrying, in 
1761, a Mecklenburg Princess, — ‘ Old Queen Charlotte,’ then 
young enough,^ — ^handsomely tore-up the bill ; and so ended 
that part of a desperate debt. But of the Prussian part 
there was no end, nor like to be any : ‘ down to this day ’ 
(says Buchholz, in 1775), ‘two squadrons of the Ziethen 
Hussars usually lie there,’ and rights of enlisting are exercised. 
I conclude, the French Revolution and its Wars wiped away 
this other desperate item. And now let us hope that 
Mecklenburg is better-off than formerly, — ^that, at least, om 
hands are clear of it in time coming. I add only, with satis- 
faction, that this Unique of Dukes was no ancestor of Old 
Queen Charlotte’s, but only a remote Welsh-Uncle, far enougl 
apart ; — cannot be too far. 

^ Michaelis, ii. 434-440. 
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One. NUesltr eeUks the Ahhlen Heritages ; sends the Moim/ 
fume in Boxes 

Kuyphausen did not .settle Moekleiilmrg, (ih wc i>erceive! 
Neitiier did KiinnegiissHor and the uuliijnidaled Heritages 
j)roaj)er, at Hanover, tjuite to perfection. One Heritage, that 
of Uncle 08nal)riick, little George Hatly refused to share : 
Feiulum the whole of that, not Allodium any part of it, so 
that a Sister cannot claim. Which, I think, was confirmed 
by the Arbitrators at Bnmswick ; thereby ending that. Then 
as to the Ahlden AUodia or Feuda, — K'annegitts.ser, blamably 
or not, never could make much of the business. A precise 
strict man, as we saw at the Hanover Council-room lately ; 
whom the Hanover people did not like. So he made little of 
it. Nay at the end of next year (Decemlrer 1730), sending-in 
his accounts to Berlin, he demarwls, in addition to the tlrree 
thalers (or nine shillings) daily allowe<l bins, almost a secornl 
nine shillings for sundries, chiefly for ‘ hairpowder and shoe- 
blocking’! And is instantly recalled; and vanishes from 
History at this point.' 

Upon which Friedriclr Willudm selects another; ‘sends 
deal boxes along with Irim, to bring home what cash there is.* 
Tliis one’s name is Nussler ; an expeeburt Prassian Official, an 
adroit man, whom wo shall mts-t again doing work. He has 
the nine shillings a-day, without h»urpowder or blacking, while 
ourpk>yed here ; at Berlin no constant salary whatever,™- had 
to ‘borrow 731, for outfit on this business’; — does a great 
deal of work without wages, in hope of eil'ective promotion by 
and by. Which did follow, after tedious years ; Friedrich 
Wilhelm finding him, on such proof (other proof will not do), 
Jit for promoting to steatly employment. 

Nlissler was very active at Hanover, and had his de*d boxes ; 
but hardly got them filletl according to hope. However, in 
aoine eighteen months ho had actually work^ out, in difficult 
* Btiiehing, i. joy, etc., § NUwler. 
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iastalmenls, about 18, (){)()/., and dug the matter to tlu« f 
II« canu! luniui with Iuk la.st iustalmeiit, not disajiprovwi of, to 
Berlin (May 1782); six years after tlie poor Duehess’s deatii, 
8o tlu! Ahlden Alloiihi Loo hiut t heir end. 


CHAPTER VU 

A MAKKIAOK; not the t)<n’»I.K-MiVUKtA<JK : 

CKOWN-I'KINI'E DKKg IN TKOflU.i; 

Wmi.K the Hanover Innnineney was but anu 

horrid crisis of War or Duel was yet in nolnnly s Ihouglits, the 
Anspach Wedding* haul gone-on «t Ih-rHu. To Erietirieh 
Wilhehn’s satisfai^tion ; not to his QumPs, the ninieh Iwing 
but a poor one. The hritie was Emlerika landsa, not the 
eldest of their Daugblei-s, but the next«eitie.st : yosinger than 
Willudmina, atul still hanlly tifteen ; the tirst inarruat of the 
Family. Very young she : and gels a very young Mnrgraf, ~ 
who has been, ami .still is a minor; under his Mother's 
guardianship till now : not rich, and who Iwot not htwl a gotal 
chance to be wise. The Mother, — an excellent magnanimouN 
Princess, still young and beautiful, but lalaiurlng silently 
under some mortal disease, —has done her liest to nimiage 
for him these last four <»r five yeaw ; ami, as I gather, is 
impatient to sec intn settled, that she may retire and the. 

Friday forenoon, IDth May 1729, the young Margraf 
arrived in person at lierlin,-— just seventeeit gone N.iturday 
last, poor young soul, and very foolish. Sublime royal carriage 
met him at the Prussian frontier ; imd this day, what is »m»re 

‘ 30th Miiy 1739. 

’ I'iiUiulz, Mmoi'rs anti iMtm (English Tr»nsli«lii«, I74S). i. 

200-204. There tire ' Mtmom of PiHlnit*,* then ' Memoirt «ml t-emri,' Iir»i 4 w 
the ‘ A/rOT«i>r of tiranilenburg ' (iKtsthumou*, which we oficn eta) j all by Uii* 
poormim. Only the last has any Historical value, ami thiU not much. The 
(irst two ate only worth consulting, cautiously, as loose ciinlriin aiaiy iwthhte,— 
written for the Dutch Booksellers, one can i»crceiv«, 
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interesting, our ^ Crown-Prince rides out to meet him ; mounts 
into the royal carriage beside him ’ ; and the two young fools 
drive, in such a cavalcade of hoofs and wheels, — ^talking we 
know not what, — into Potsdam ; met by his Majesty and all 
the honours. What illustrious gala there then was in Potsdam 
and the Court world, read, — with tedium, unless you are in 
the tailor line, — described with minute distinctness by the 
admiring Fassmann.^ There ai'e Generals, high Ladies, sons 
of Bellona and Latona ; there are dinners, there are hautboys, 
— ^ two-and-thirty blackamoors ’ in flaming uniforms, capable 
of cymballing and hautboying ^ up the grand staircase, and 
round your table, and down again,’ in a frightfully effective 
manner, while you dine. Madam Kamecke is to go as Ober- 
hofmeisterinn to Anspach ; and all the lackeys destined thither 
are in their new liveries, blue turned-up with red velvet. 
Which is delightful to see. Review of the Giant grenadiers 
cannot fail; conspicuous on parade with them our Crown- 
Prince as Lieutenant-Colonel : ‘ the beauty of this Corps as 
well as the perfection of their eocerdtia ^ — ah yes, we know it, 
my dim old friend. The Marriage itself followed, at Berlin, 
after many exercitia, snipe-shootings, feastings, hautboyings ; 
on the SOth of the month ; with torch-dance and the other 
customary trimmings; ^Bride’s garter cut in snips’ for 
dreaming upon ‘ by his Royal Majesty himself.’ The Lust- 
barlceiten^ the stupendous public entertainments having ended, 
there is weeping and embracing (more humcmo) ; and the happy 
couple, so-called happy, retire^ to Anspach with their destinies 
and effects. 

A foolish young fellow, this new Brother-in-law, testifies 
Wilhelmina in many places. Finances in disorder ; Mother’s 
wise management, ceasing too soon, has only partially availed. 
King ^has lent some hundreds of thousands of crowns to 
Anspach ’ (says Friedrich at a later period), ^ which there is no 
chance of ever being repaid. All is in disorder there, in the 
finance way : if the Margraf gets his hunting and his heroning, 

1 pp. 396-40I- 
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he laughs at all the ix'«t ; anti his jHHipie phjck him hiiie at 
every hand.' * 

Nor do the mam«l miple agna* to |«rfi ttion ; - far front 
it ; ‘ hate one another like cat ami tlog (tike the tire, cowimc 
k Jcii),' says Friwlrich : * ‘ Itis Majesty may set* what comes t>f 
ill-assortetl marriages !*~-~In fact, the union provtsl none of 
the most hannonious; suhjettt t«> wiualls always; - tmt to 
stjualls only ; no open temjKatt, far leas any .shipwreck : the 
marriage held together till ditath, the H«slMimr« tleath, nearly 
Uiirty years after, divithai it. I’herc wa.s then left one Son ; 
the same who at length inlieriltsl IJaireuth lo»t, jnheritwl 
Ijidy ('raven, and tlksl in Rubh Dotldington’.s Mansion, as 
we often teach our readew. 

Ijast year, the llunl Daughter was engagisl to the I leir- 
Apparent of Brunswick; will be married, when of age. 
Wilhelmina, flower of tlmm all, still bangs on the bush, 
‘ asked,’ or Huppo.sed to be * askcsl, by four Kings,' but not 
attained by any of them ; and one knows not what will Iw 
her lot. She is now risen out of the sickness she has hn*i,-~- 
not smallpox at all, as malieiotis English rnmour gave it in 
England; — and ‘looks prt'ttier than ever,' writes Dnhtmrgay. 

Here is a Marriage, then ; flmt in the Family ;~»hnt not 
the Donhh'-Marriag<-, hy a long way ! 'fhe late Hanover 
Tornado, sudden WaUu-spout os wo called it, ban «iucnche«l 
that Negotiation ; and one knows not in what form it will 
resuadtate itself. The royal mind, Imlh at Berlin and 
St. James’s, te in a very uncertain state after such a 
phenomenon. 

Friedrich Wilhelm’s favour for the Crown- Fri nee, marching 
home so gallantly with his Potsdam Giants, did not last long, 
A few weeks later in the Autumn we have again ominous 
notices from Duhourgay. And here, otherwise obtained, is a 
glimpse into the interior of the Berlin Schl<»» ; momentary 

* SchHlenburg’t Letter (In FiJrsler, Hi. 7a). 

^ Corre,s|K>iulfacc (i«»rc tluu oac#). 
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perfect clearness, as by a flash of lightning, on the state of 
matters there ; which will be illuminative to the reader. 


Crown-Prince's Domesticities seen in a Flash of Lightnmg 

This is another of those tragi-comic scenes, tragic enough 
in effect, between Father and Son ; Son now about eighteen, 
— fit to be getting through Oxford, had he been an English 
gentleman of private station. It comes from the irrefragable 
Nicolai; who dates it about this time, uncertain as to month 
or day. 

Fritz‘’s love of music, especially of fluting, is already known 
to us. Now a certain Quantz was one of his principal 
instructors in that art, and indeed gave him the last finish of 
perfection in it. Quantz, famed Saxon music-master and 
composer. Leader of the Court-Band in Saxony, king of flute- 
players in his day, — (a village-farrier’s son from the Gottingen 
region, and himself destined to shoe horses, had not imperative 
Nature prevailed over hindrances) ; — Quantz, ever from Fritz’s 
sixteenth year, was wont to come occasionally, express from 
Dresden, for a week or two, and give the young man lessons 
on the flute. The young man’s Mother, good Queen Feekin, 
had begged this favour for him from the Saxon Sovereignties ; 
and pleaded hard for it at home, or at worst kept it secret 
there. It was one of the many good maternities, clandestine 
and public, which she was always ready to achieve for him 
where possible; — as he also knew full well in his young 
grateful heart, and never forgot, however old he grew ! 
Illustrious Quantz, we say, gives Fritz lessons on the flute; 
and here is a scene they underwent ; — ^they and a certain brisk 
young soldier fellow. Lieutenant von Katte, who was there 
too ; of whom the reader will tragically hear more in time. 

On such occasions Fritz was wont to pull-olF the tight 
Prussian coat or cootie^ and clap himself into flowing brocade 
of the due roominess and splendour, — bright scarlet dressing- 
gown, done in gold, with tags and sashes complete ; — and so, 
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in ji U'lnpomvy manner, Jta;l iliat then' was stu'h a thinj' ns a 
gentleman’ft Kuitahie a{»jiarel. He wunti! take his nuisic- 
leKsoiiH, follow his elamlesline studies in that fiuanimhle dress : 
— thus Buiron, we hear, was wtml t<» shave, and jntl on rlean 
linen, hofore he sat down to write, (huiing it more etnnfurtahie 
so. Though, again, Ihetx* have In'en others who eotihi write 
in considerable disortier; not to say litter, and j)a!j»ahle 
imperfection of i-tiuiiniienl : Hamuel Johnson, for instanee, did 
son>e really grand writing in a room when* there was lud otn* 
chair, and that otw im'aj);di!e of standing unless ytiu sat on 
it, having only three feel. A man is to fit himself to what is 
round him: Imt surely a Crown-IVima: may he indtiignl in a 
little brocade in his knsiux' moments i -» 

Fritz and Qutuilz sat <loing imisic, an unlawful thing, in 
this pleasant, but also unlawful ciKtlume; when Lieutenajil 
Katte, who was on watcli in l!ie outer room, rushes in, 
distraction in his asjxjct : Majesty just here ! Qtiiek, thndde 
,|uick ! Katie snatehcs the luusir-books and flutes, snatehes 
Quantz; hurries with him ami them into some wall press, or 
closet for fircwoiKl, nnd staiuls <junking tlu'n*. Otir poor 
Prince has flung tudde his Immade, got tw! his military eoatie ; 
and would fain sc'eni busy with important or iudifl'en'nt 
routine matters. But, alas, he enimot undo the French hair' 
dressing; cannot change the graeeftil Fretmh bag into the 
strict Prussian tpieuc in a moment.. 'Phe Fn'imh bag betrays 
him ; kindles the paternal vigllum e. alas, the paternal wrath, 
into a tornado pitch. For his vigilant sM»|H:cting ,Miije.Hty 
searches about ; finds the brocade article Ijehind ii sttnaai ; 
crams it, with loud indignation, into the fire ; fimls all the 
illicit FVench Books; confismtes them on the sjmt, eoiifiscates 
all manner of contrabattd gmxls;— and there was mere 
sulphurous whirlwind in those serene spaces for alamt an 
hour! If his Majesty h«wl looked into the wood-ek»«t? 
His Majesty, by Heaven’s express mercy, omiltel that, 
Haude the Bookseller was sent for ; oiilerttl to cjury ofl’ that 
poisonous French cabinet-library in mass ; sell every Book of 
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it, to an midiscerning public, at what price it will fetch. 
Which latter part of his order, Haude, in deep secrecy, 
ventured to disobey, being influenced thereto. Haude, in 
deep secrecy, kept the cabinet library secure ; and ‘ lent ’ the 
Prince book after book from it, as his Royal Highness required 
them. 

Friedrich, it is whispered in Tobacco-Parliament, has been 
known, in his irreverent impatience, to call the Grenadier 
uniform his ^shroud {Sterbehittel, or death-clothes)’; so 
imprisoning to the young mind and body ! Paternal Majesty 
has heard this blasphemous rumour ; hence doubtless, in part, 
his fury against the wider brocade garment. 

It was Quantz himself that reported this explosion to 
authentic Nicolai, many years afterwards ; confessing that he 
trembled, every joint of him, in the wood-closet, during that 
hour of hurricane ; and the rather as he had on ‘ a red dress- 
coat,’ which colour, foremost of the flaring colours, he knew to 
be his Majesty’s aversion, on a man’s back.^ Of incomparable 
Quantz, and his heart-thrilling adagios, we hope to hear 
transiently again, under joyfuler circumstances. Of Lieu- 
tenant von Katte, — a short stout young fellow, with black 
eyebrows, pock-marked face, and rather dissolute manners, — 
we shall not fail to hear. 


CHAPTER VIII 

CROWN-PRINCE GETTING BEYOND HIS DEPTH IN 
TROUBEE 

It is not certain that the late Imminency of Duel had much 
to do with such explosions. The Hanover Imminency, which 
we likened to a tropical waterspout, or sudden thunderous 
blottinff-out of the sky to the astonished Gazetteers, seems 
^ Nicolai, Amkdotm (BecIiB, 1790), ii. 148, 
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rather to have paased away aa watcwjMnib do, Iraviiijr the 
earth and air, if anything, n iilth- r^frr.thfd !>)■ >hh}i rriHis. 
Leaving, that is to say, the two Mnjeslitu a little iesH disposed 
for open quarrel, or rash utternnve of their ill humour in tiuu* 
coming. But, in the mean wlnle, all nmtoa! inteiH-sts are in 
a painful state of suH|)emhHl aniniidion ; in Berlin there is a 
privately rebellious Spouse and IBntwhtdd, there i.s a 'rohaeco- 
Barliament witlial ; — anti the royal mind, wejjsitive, imnginalive 
as a poet’s, as a woman’s, and liable to triur.ports m of a 
Norse Baix'sark, is of uncertniii movement. Sueh a lt«ul of 
intricacies and (‘xaggernted anxieties hanging on it, the royal 
mind goes like the most e«>nfuse<i smoke j/u'k, sure only to 
have revolutions ; and we know how, afar from SoisKiisH, and 
at home in Tobacco-l*arlianient, tite inaehine is influenewi t 
Enough, the explosive proeedure . continue, and are on the 
increasing hand. 

Majesty’s hunting at WustcrhnnjHMj was hardly done, when 
that alarming Treaty of Seville came to light (Bth November 
1729), Frajice and Knghunl ranktsl by the .side of Spain, 
disposing of Princes anti A|>anuge» at their will, nml a Kaiser 
left sitting solitary, which awakens the domestic whirlwimls 
at Berlin, among other a'sults. * Cantiftt* Jn^luLw^ English 
Doggery!’ and similar fine epithets, addnsuwsl to W'ilbclmijm 
and the Crown- Prince, fly about ; not to sjwftk of tKTosional 
crockery and other missilea. Fritslrich Wilhelm has forhititlen 
those two his presencti altogether, except at dimter; (HR of 
my sight, ye Canaille Anglaisc ; tlarkcn not the sunlight for 
me at all 1 

This is in the Wusterfjamien time, - I!HiH»v< r Imntinency 
only two months gone. And Mamma sends for us to have 
private dialogues in her Apartment thert*, with spies out in 
every direction to make signal of Majesty’s wttum frtJtn his 
hunt, — who, however, surprises us on one cKciLHi.tu, m that w« 
have to squat for hours, an<l almost gyst siifforated.* Whew*, 
upon the Crown-Prince, who will be eighteen in a couple of 
^ WilUchnilU, i iias, 
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months, and feels the indignity of such things, begs of Mamma 
to be excused in fntnre. He has much to suffer from his 
Father again, writes Dubomgay in the end of November : ^ it 
is difficult to conceive the vile stratagems that are made use 
of to provoke the Father against the Som’ ^ Or again, take 
this, as perhaps marking an epoch in the business, a fortnight 
farther on : 

^esmlmr lOih^ 1720. 'Ills Prussian Majesty cmxmt bear tba sight of 
either the Ihince or Princess IloyaL The other day, he asked the Prince : 

Kalkstein makes yon English; does not he?'"' Kalkstein, your old 
Tutor, Borck, Knyphuusen, Finkenitei% they are all of that rile clique ! 
*To which the Prince answered, respect the English because I know 
the people there love me ; ** upon which the King seissed him !)y the collar, 
struck him fiercely with his cane,' in fact rained showers of blows upon 
him; ^and it was only by superior strength,' thinks Dubourgay, 'that 
the poor Prince escaped w<»rae. 'Hiier© is a general apj)rehcuHion of 
something tragical taking place before long/ 

Tmly the mtuation is so violent, it cannot last. And in 
effect a wild thought, not quite new, ripens to a resolution in 
the Crown-Prince under such pressures. In refei^mce to which, 
as we grope and guess, here is a Billet to Mamma, which 
Wilhelmina has |)reserved. Wilhelmina omits all trace of date, 
as usual ; but Dubourgay, in the above Excerpt, probably 
supplies that defect ; 

Friedrich to hie Mother (Potsdam, December 1T29) 

' I urn In the titmont despair. What I had always apprehended has at 
Iwt come on me. Ilie King hat entirely forgotten that I am hl» Son. 
This morning 1 came into liii room m usual ; at the first sight of me/ or 
at the iwt pwagi of K.alksi.cin*<lialt»giie with me, * he sprang forward, 
icked me by the collar, and struck me a shower of cruel blows with Els 
rattan. I toied in vain to icreen myself, he In so terrible m rage, 
almoit out of hlmiclf ; It was only weariness/ not my iuperlor itrength, 
' that made him give up/ 

' I am driven to wtremlty. 1 have too much honour to endure such 
treatment ; and I am reiolveil to put m end to it in one way or 
another/ ^ 


* Dubourgay, %Bth November 


• Wilhclmma, L tfS* 
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Is not this ils«If Kuilu'M'uily irngintl ? Nut. !!«• tii'st strukis 
he had got, we oan Huvmise ; Inst the ilwt torrent of fttruken, 

and open heating like a slave ; -whieh to a proud vuung man 

and Ih’ince, at Hueh age, is imiewi ialtdemhle. tVilheiinina 
knows too well what he means by ‘ ending it in «>ne way or 
another;’ but Hlrives to imsMire Mamma as to its ineaning 
‘ llight,’ or the like desperate resohdion. * Mere vitdence of 
the moment;,’ argues Wilhehninn; terribly aware that it is 
deeper-rooted than that. 

Flight is not a new idea to the frown 4*rin«’e ; in a negative 
form we have wren it pnwnl in tin? mhals t>f hystantlera : * a 
frown- I’rineo detennimsi wti to tiy,' whispered they.* Some 
weeks ago, Wilhihidua writes: ‘The King’s Iwu! treatnienls 
began again on his reappiarnmr ’ at Fotstlam after the Ihsnt- 
ing ; ‘he never saw my Brother without thn-atening him with 
his cane. My Brother tohl me day after day, Ik woidd 
endure everything from the King, only nut blows ; anil that if 
it ever mtm to sneh extremity, he would tx* prepared to 
deliver himself by nmning off.’ And herts it wmdd maun, the 
extremity has actually come. 

VVilhelmina, pitying her }>oor Brother, but etiutli iimin;^ him 
on many pointe, conUuues:® * Idculciiaiit Keith,’ that wild 
companion of his, * had bettn gone some time, stjationwl in 
Wesel with his regiment.’' Which fart let us also kw«p in 
mind. ‘ Keith’s departure had Imm a great joy to me ; in 
the hope ray Brother would now leiwi a more regidar life : but 
it proved quite otherwise. A secoml faMim i!.-, and a imicli 
more daiigerims, succeeded Keith. This was a young man of 
the name of Katie, Captain-Lieutenant in the regiment 
GemHVArms, He was highly eonnectial in the Army ; his 
Mother had been a daughter of Peldmarwhatl <5mf von War- 
tensleben,’-— a highest digidbuy of tin- last g'-n* r.if iun. Katte’* 
Father, now a General of distiiu titm, rose also to Im Feld- 
marschall ; Cousins too, sons of a Kammer-Frtwideiit von Matte 

> Dubourgay (9lh August lyaf), luprA, {i. lya, 

* J. 173, 174. 
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at Mngdc'Uurg, rose to Army rank in lime coining; but not 
this poor Katie, — whom let the reatler Jiote ! 

‘General Katte hia Father,’ continues VVilhelmina, ‘had 
sent him to the XlniversitieH, and afterwards to travel, desiring 
he should be a lawyer. Hut as there was no favour to expect 
out of the Army, the young man found himself at last 
placed there, contrary to his expectation. He continued to 
apply himself to studies ; he ha<l wit, book-culture, aciiuaiut- 
ance with the world ; the good company which he continued 
to freijuent had given him polite manners, to a degree then 
rare in Berlin. His physiognomy was rather disagreeable 
than otherwise. A pair of thick black eyebrows almost 
covered the eyes of him ; his look had in it somcihing ominous, 
presage of the fate he met with : a tawny skin, torn by small- 
pox, increa.swl his nglinesH. He affected the freethinker, and 
carried libertinism to excess ; a grtiat deal of ambition and 
headlong rashness aecompanied this vice.’ A dangerous 
adviser here in the Berlin element, with lightnings going ! 
* Such a favourite was not the man to bring back my Brollier 
from his follies. This I learned at out ’ (Mamma’s and my) 

‘ returning to Berlin,’ from the WusterlmuKen and tire Potsdam 
tribulations -and think of it, not without terror, now that 
the extremity seems coming or come ! 


CHAPTEH IX 

DOtlBLE-MAKKI/UJH KHALI, BK Oil KHALI, NOT BK 

Fott one tiling, Frictlrich W'ilhclm, weary of ail this English 
pother and futility, will end the DouhlcMurringc sjKjculation ; 
Wilhehnina shall be disp(»si‘<l of, and so an end. Friedrich 
Wilhelm, once the hunting was ov«r at Wusteidiausen, ran 
across, southward,- to * Lubuow,’ Wilhelmina oaUs it,— to 
Luhben in the Nether I,4iU8ite,’ a short day’s didve; there to 
* »5lfe I5r,f9 {Fwisimfitt, p» 404), 


veil.. II, 


N 
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nn«t tiutognU«) Um! jovinl Rwlihh IMiiJttsty, tm !«•* r«ul« luwanb 
DreBtkn ; to wh! o rt-vittw or ho ; oist! Iwvt* h lit tio talk with 
the ever-choorful Mm> of Hin. tJrtJisjkow lutd Kfckoatiorf, of 
courati these m-couipimy ; Miijesly's Hhftduw is iiol H«w‘r, 

Review wiw hehl at Weissenfels t‘ointjHUuit*r4n« 

chief taking charge ; dinner also, a dinn«‘r or t wo, with iiuwh 
talk and drink;— ami liiert* it was settleid, Wiihehnina has 
sinc(i known, that Weissenfels, Uoyn! Iliglmcss in the Alwlmct, 
wtvs to he iier Ilusliund, after nil. WcisseufelH will <io ; either 
Wtnssenft'Is or <‘lse the Mnrgraf of SehwedI, thinks |''ri«lrj<'li 
Wilhelm ; somehody slndl marry the h:iegaj;,- t)«t of h?u»d, and 
let n.s have done with that. (*nimhow\ as we know, was very 
anxious for it ; ealenlating thejehy to eut the gnamd from 
tmd(*r the Okl l)e.s.saner, and make this Weissenfels Geimrah 
issimo of I’rnssia ; a patriotic thought. roUsli Majesty lent 
hand, always willing to ohlige. 

Fritairich Wilhelm, on his ndurn liomewnnis, went ronnei 
hy Dahme for a night:- not ‘ I>«m,’ (> IVtnce.ss, there is no 
such town or srhloss ! Honnd !*y Dahme, a little town mwl 
patch of territory, in tiie Saxon fount rie,, which was 
Wei-xsenfels's Apanage; * where plenty of 'rokny * ehra'rtsl the 
royal heart ; and, >*> such hhhhI, it seetanl ns if one’s 
Daughter might do very well in this extremely limit<*ti position. 
And Weiaseiifel.H, though with dark mi gi\ings .ns it> Queen 
Sophie, was hut too happy to eoiiMud ; the fooli h creature; 
a little given to Iit|Uor too! l*’rw*drieh Williehu. with this 
fine project in his Iw<n<l, <{rov«* home to I*otj«la»» ; - and t here 
laid about him, on the lKX>r ('rown Prinee, in the way welmve 
stten ; terrifying Queen and Prints'ss, who are at Ikwlitt till 
(Hrristmas and the Cmnuval bi: over, Friwiricli Willn lm means 
to see the Polish Majesty again lieftn e long, probably so .noon 
as this of Weissenfels is fairly got U»rongh the Foinah* Parlia. 
ment, where it is like there will lie ditlknilties. 

Christmas came to Rerlin, mad the King with it ; who <li<i 
the gaieties for a week or two, and »p>kc nothing alwiil 
business to his Female Parliament Dubourgay saw him, at 
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Parade, on New-year’s morning; wMther all manner of 
Foreign Dignitaries had come to pay their respects : ^ Well,’ 
cried the King to Dubourgay, ^ we shall have a War, then,’ 
— ^universal deadly tug at those Italian Apanages, for and 
against an insulted Kaiser, — * War ; and then all that is 
crooked will be pulled straight ! ’ So spake Friedrich Wil- 
helm on the New-year’s morning; War in Italy, universal 
spasm of wrestle there, being now the expectation of foolish 
mankind. Crooked will be pulled straight, thinks Friedrich 
Wilhelm; and perhaps certain high Majesties, deaf to the 
voice of Should-not, will understand that of Can-not, Excel- 
lenz ! — Crooked will become straight ? ^ Indeed if so, your 

Majesty, the sooner the better 1’ I ventured to answer.^ 

New-year’s day is not well in, and the ceremonial wishes 
over, when Friedrich Wilhelm, his mind full of serious 
domestic and foreign matter, withdraws to Potsdam again ; 
and therefrom begins fulminating in a terrible manner on his 
womankind at Berlin, what we called his Female Parliament, 
— too much given to opposition courses at present. Intends 
to have his measures passed there, in defiance of opposition ; 
straightway; and an end put to this inexpressible Double- 
Marriage higgle-haggle. Speed to him ! we will say. — ^Three 
high Crises occur, three or even four, which can now without 
much detail be made intelligible to the patient reader : on 
the back of which we look for some catastrophe and finis to 
the Business ; — any catastrophe that will prove a finis, how 
welcome will it be ! 

Wilhelmina to be married out of hand. Crisis First : 

England shall say Yes or say No 

Still early in January, a few days after his Majesty’s return 
to Potsdam, three high Official gentlemen. Count Fink von 
Finkenstein, old Tutor to the Prince, Grumkow and General 
Borck announce themselves one morning ; ^ Have a pressing 
^ Dubourgay, 8th January 1730. 
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moHmgo from th« Ki»g l« her M^icmty.' ' Qimm m aKtoriistel ; 
expecting anything sooner. — ‘This n‘g»miH tins 1 have a 
dreading !’ shuddcml IVilholuilun to Manmia. ‘ No matter, 
said the Queen, Khrugging her Hhmtlder* ; ‘ one nnist have 
firmness ; and that is xiot what I sind! want ; her 

Majesty went into the Andienec-ehntnlwr, leaving Wilhelmina 

in such tremors. . ... 

Finkcnstcin, a friendly man, a» Morck too w, esplams to 
her Majesty, ‘That they three have retTiv^l each a ladler 
overnight,— Ivct ter from the King, I'njuimng in the place 
‘Hilenec under pain of death’; in the smml place, apprising 
them that he, the King, will no longer emlure her Majesty’s 
(lisobctlit^nrc ill regiml til thi5 inurriagt* of lli» DililgHtert twit 
will banish Daughter and Mother • to Gran’u nlmtg; (juwi- 
divorce, and outer darknats, unlciw thew la* <<unpliau<-«- with 
his sovcringn will ; that they aw atwrdingly to go, all 

three, to her Majesty, to deliver the t*nt!l<»MMi Royal Auto- 
graph’ (which Pinkenstein presenta), Modifying what said 
sovereign will is, and on the almve terns expet her Majesty's 

reply as they have now soirowfully done, Finkenstein 

and Borck with real sorrow, Grtnnkow with the reverse of 
real. 

Sovereign will is to the effect : ‘ Write to England one 
other time, Will you at ont*e marry, or not at omt*; 'Vea or 

No ? Answer can be litre within a fortnight s tliiw mek$, 
in of biwl wiikIs* If the wiswtf tit licit It tt. oiict; 
then you, Mailam, you at mm thocm! Weiwtiiftls or Sehw«:it, 

one or the olhen under whui pi’iiaUies you kiunv ; Ornnit'U' 

burg and worse ! ' 

Here i,s a crisis. But her Majesty did not wiuit ilnnnes.N. 
" Write to Kngland ? Yes, willingly. But to \VrisMnd<"ls 
and Schwedt, whatever answer entnv from Istigland, tin» 
possible r stefulily answei*s her Majesty. 'Fhere wiih nmeh 
discourse, snasive, argumentative; (trumkow *c[Ui»ting Scrip- 
ture on her Majesty^ as the l)e%il can on occasion,, says 
i Wilhcimiiuc, 1. ISO, 
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Wilhclniina. Expi'CHH Scriplures, IViven, olinUcnt to your 
htisbarub, and the like texts : hut her Majestyj on the Scrip- 
ture side too, gave hiui as good aa he brought. ‘ Did not 
Bethuel the son of Milcah,' when Ahrahwn’s servant asked 
his daughter in inarriage for young Isaac, answer, We mil 
call the dafmel and bujuin; at her nmtik Ami thy called 
Mehekah, (crul Mini unto her, iViU thou mth this man f Ami 
she said, / ttdll go.' Scripture for Sci'ipture, Herr von 
Grumkow ! * Wives must obey tiheir husbands ; surely yes. 
But the Irusbands are to command things just and reasonable. 
The King’s procedure is not accordant with that law. He 
is for doing violence to my Daugblcr’.s inclination, and ren- 
dering her unhappy for the rest of her days — will give her 
a brutal debauchee,’ fat Woisscnfcl.s, so describable in strong 
language ; ‘ a younger brother, who is nothing but the King 
of Boland’s Ollicer; landless, and without means to live 
according to his rank. Or can it be the State that will 
profit from such a niarringt; P If they have a Household, tlie 
King will have to support it. — Write to England ; Yes ; but 
whatever the answer of England, Weissenfels never ! A 
thousand times sooner see my child in her grave than hoiMj- 
lessly miserable ! * Here a ipiahn overtook her Majesty ; for 
in fact she is in an interesting state, third month of her 
time : * I am not well. You should spare me, Gentlemen, in 
the state I am in. — I do not accuse the King,’ concluded she : 
‘ I know,’ hurling a glance at Grumkow, ‘ to whom I owe all 
this ; ’ — and withdrew to her interior privacies ; reading there 
with Willielmimi ‘the King’s cruel I.etter,’ and weepixjg 
largely, though firm to the death.** 

What to do in such a crisiH? Assemble the B’emale 
Parliament, for one tlxing: good Madanx Finkenstein (old 
Tutor’s wife), good Mamsell Bulow, Momsell Sonsfeld (Wil- 
holmina’s Governc.ss), and other faithful women ; — well if we 

‘ Gene«i*xxiv. 14.58, 

’ Wilhelmin*, i. 179.183. Dutx>urg*)r hu nt>thing,”profc*bly hud baud 
nothing, Uterc being ' silence under pein of death’ for the moment. 
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can keep away tmitrea^en, femak ii{nea Unit are prr)\vlit).r lUnnit ; 
especially one * Hainein^ a Queen's soutH-rttc» whei tnisliHl 

with everyUiing, aiKi hulmyH «-vi-n thing ; upon wlmn VVil- 
hehnina in often »‘l(Knu‘ut. Never wiw «K'h a traitrt'HH ; look 
Duhourgay'H bribe, whiel> the <,^«een hiul advimt ; ami, all 
Uu! same, Ijetrap everything,- ~l>ril)e iju-lutiwl Ami the 
Queen, so bewitched, can keep nothing from her. Female 
Fiirliameut nuist take jn-fcautions about the Itamen ! -For 
the rest, Feinak* Piulianient advises tw*> things; l“. Pressing 
liCtler to England ; that of course, written with the eliHjucm-e 
of tlesptiir : aiul then 'Fhat in ea-Hc of utter extremity, 
her Majesty, ‘ pretend to fail ill.'’ That is Crisis First ; and 
that is their exjwdient upon it. 

lasttcr goes to Eiiglund, therefore; setting forth the 
extremity of strait and pinch ; ‘ Now or iw*ver, < t my Sister 
Caroline I ’ Many sudli have gone, tirst ami last ; hut this is 
the strongest of all Nay the Crowij.Prinee too shitil write 
to his Aunt of England : you, Wilhclmina, draw-out a lit 
brief I.etter for him : send it to Potstlam, he will copy it 
there;' So ordera the Mother : Wilhclmina dws it, with a 
terrifietl heart; Crown- Prinee cojries without mTUple ; * I have 
already given your Majesty my wool of honour never t«> wwl 
any one Init the Priuccss Amelia your Ibuightt r; I here 
reiterate that Promise, in case your Majtwty will eoimnft to 
my Sister’s Afan iagi-,’-— -should that alone prove jmssihle in the 
present intriettem ‘ Wo are all rtahiced to such a state 
that’ -Wilheluiina gives the lattter in full ; but au it is pro* 
fess^ly of her own eompositiou, a locwo vague piwe, the very 
date of which you have U> grofur out for yoiuMlf, it catmot 
even count among the several la-tters written by tbo Oown- 
Prince, both before and after it, to tire same cflk't, whiclt 
are now probably all of them Icmt,® without regret to any- 

* Wiihclinina, L l8|, 

» 7Vmi of oue, Copy of Anmsr ftum Qiietm to wkl ittiiii m Mwm 

one, Atwwey rather of disuaiivo tenor, k In Slile4*i|»r 
Pisj^uickiSp voL probtlily ionic woaila klei la lyjo, 
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body ; and we will not reckon it worth tratwcribing farther. 
Such Missive, such two Missives (not now found in any 
Archive) speed to Englatwl by express ; may tlie winds be 
favourable. Her Majesty waits anxious at Berlin ; ready to 
take refuge in a bed of sickness, .should bad come to worse. 


Duhourgay stnhes a IjightJhr the Knglu*>h Cmirt 

In England, in the mean while, they have received a 
curious little piece of secret information. One Reichenbach, 
Prussian Envoy at London — Hubourgay has long marvelled 
at the man and at the news he sends to Berlin. Here, of 
date 17th January 1730, is a I^etter on that subject from 
Dubourgay, official but private as yet, for * George Tilson, 
Esep ’ : — Tilson is Under-Secretary ijr the ForcigJii Office, 
whose name often tunm-up on such occasions in the Duhourgay, 
the Robiumn and other extinct Paper-heaps of that time. 
Dubourgay dates doubly, by old and new style ; in general we 
print by the new only, unless the contrary be specified. 


‘ To George Tilson, Esq. (Private) 

‘Mwliu, flth .Tm 17*8 (by n#w XTth Jm. 1730). 

'8m, — I believe you may remember that we have for a Jong time 
euspected that most of Eeiohenbach'g Despatchee were dictated by some 
people here. About two days ago a Paper fell into my hands,' realised 
quietly for a consideration, ' containing an Account of money charged 
to the "Brothers Jourdan and Lautiers," Merchants here, by their 
(lorrespondonl In I,omlon, for sending lastters from,’ properly in, or 
through, 'your City to lloichouhach. 

'Jourdat* and Ijwtiers’s I.ond<m t^orn^spondeuiM are Mr. Tlionias 
GreenhiU in LitUe Bell Alloy and Mr. John Motteux in St. Mary Axe. 
Mr. Guerin my Agent knows them very well ; having paid them eeveml 
little bilk on my account s '--Better ask Mr. Guerin. 'I know not 
through the hands of which of those Merchants the above-mentioned 
Letters have passed ; but you have ways enough to find it out, if you 
think it worth while. I make no manner of doubt but Orumkow and 
his party make use of this conveyance to {tie) their instructions to 
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R(‘ifh(*iilm<-li. lit the AiT«««t wltlfh I have awtn, '* eighteea-jMijiee " 
ia rliai'fti'il for can ylii;:' (•.•icU littiter to Hiiicheitliiwh : th« charge In gctientl 
Ih for “Thiriy two la'ttera"; anil refer* to a former Aecotmt’ So that 
they must have hmtt long at It ‘I am, with Ih* gr«at«s»t truth, 

' PyaouRwav,* 

Here is u. Imil which 'Pilatni will have no diirK'uUy in 
mulling (hnvii, I forget whfUicr it wiw in Ik'tl Alley or St 
Mmy Axe that the nest wits fouiul ; Init finmdl it atwMt wm, 
and the due springes were set : and game ciumi stcnulily 
dropping in, ladh rs to and I,t‘lter» fttnn,— which, when 
once his Britannic Majesty had, with rohn-tanee, given warrant 
to open and tlecipher them, threw light on Pnwsian Affikini, 
and yielded fiiio sport axKl 8|»eculation in tite Britannic 
Majesty’s Apartment on att evenixig, 

'rids is no other tihan the tsdehmtwi * Cipher Correspond- 
eiUH! between Qramkow and IWchenlMtch (iminkow covertly 
instructing his slave Beichenhach what tlic Ixjndon news simll 
he : Reiehenbach answering him, To hear is to olwy ! 
Correspondein-e much noiml-of in the jntKlcni Prussian 
Books ; and which was, no doubt, very wonderful to Tilson 
and Company ; — atjmble of being tum«l to uses, they 
thought The imder shall see speeimens by and by ; axjtl he 
will find it unimportant enough, and tmspeakahly stupid to 
him. It does show Grumkow «» the extreme of subtle 
fowlers, and how the dirt v-fingi-n-d Seckendorf anil lie cooked 
their birdlime: but to us that is not new, tlmugh at St. 
Jamal’s It was. Perhaps uses may lie in it there? At ail 
, events, it is a pretty topic in Queen Caroline's a|>Mtm«nt on 
an evening; and th« little Majesty and she, with various 
laughters and reflections, can diwrn, a little, How a poor 
King of Pnwia is befooled by his aervauf s, ami In what way 
a fierce Bear is led about by the nose, and dances to 
Grumkow’s piping. Poor soul, ranch of his late raging raid 
growling, perhaps it was only Grorakow’s raid not his ! I‘)o« 

not hate us, ho, perhaps ; but only Grorakow through him ? 
This doleful cnehantmenl, and that tlie Royal Wild Bear 
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danctiH only to tunes, ouglit to be held in mind, when we want 
anytliiug with him. — Those, amid the teheeings, are reflections 
that cannot e.scape Queen Caroline and her little George, while 
the Prussian Express, unknown to them, is on the road. 

Wil/iiimina to h married out of hand. Crisis Second: 

JhJnffhnd shall have said No 

The Pru.ssian P'iX[)rc>s.s, Queen Sophie’s Courier to England, 
made his best speetl : but he depends on the winds for even 
arriving there; and then he depends on the chances for an 
answer there ; an uncertain Courier as to time : and it was 
not in the power of speed to keep pace with Friedrich 
Wilhi'hu’s impatience. ‘No answer yet?’ growls Friedrich 
Willu'lm before a fortnight is gone. ‘No answer?’ — and 
January has not ended till a new Deputation of the same 
Three GouUemcn, Finkenstein, Borck, (Inimkow, again waits 
on the Queen, for whom there is now this other message. 
‘ Wednesday 26th January 1780,’ so Dubourgay dates it; so 
likewise Willielmina, right for once: ‘a day I shall never 
forget,’ adds she, 

Finkenstein anti Borck, merciful pemons, and always of the 
English party, were again profoundly sorry, Borck has a 
blaze of temper in him withal ; we hear he apprised Grumkow, 
at one point of the <llaU)guo, that he, Grumkow, was a 
* scoundrel,’ so Dubourgay calls it, — whidh was one undeniable 
trath ofleml there that day. But what can anything profit ? 
The Message is : ‘ Whatever the answer now be from England, 
I will have nothing to do with it. Negative, procrastinative, 
aflinnative, to me it shall be zero- You, Madam, have to 
choose, for Wilhehnina, Iretwecn Weissenfels and Schwedt; 
otherwise I myself will choose : and upon you and her will 
alight Omnienhurg, outer darkness, and just penalties of 
mutiny against the Authority set over you by God and men. 
Weissenfels or Schwedt: choose straightway.’ This is the 
King’s message by these Three. 
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honourably {dkmi ehrlich) ’ — ^does not he ! — Ambiguous bed 
of sickness, a refuge in time of trouble, did not quite terminate 
till May next, wlien her Majesty’s time came ; a fine young 
Frince the result ; ^ and this mode of refuge in trouble ceased 
to be necessary. 


Wllhehmm to he married out of Ha/tid. Crisis Third: 

Majesty himself will choose^ tJmi 

Directly on the back of that peremptory act of disobedience 
by the womankind on Wednesday last, Friedrich Wilhelm 
came to Berlin himself. He stormfully reproached his Queen, 
regardless of the sickbed ; intimated the infallible certainty, 
That Wilhelmina nevertheless would wed without delay, and 
that either Weissenfels or Schwedt would be the man. And 
this said, he straightway walked out to put the same in 
execution. 

Walked, namely, to the Mother Margravine of Schwedt, 
the lady in high colours, Old Dessauer’s Sister ; and proposed 
to her that Wilhelmina should marry her Son. — ‘ The supreme 
wish of my life, your Majesty,’ replied she of the high colours : 
^ But, against the Princess’s own will, how can I accept such 
happiness ? Alas, your Majesty, I never can I ’ — and flatly 
reiused his Majesty on those terms : a thing Wilhelmina will 
ever gratefully remember of her.^ 

So that the King is now reduced to Weissenfels; and 
returns still more indignant to her Majesty’s apartment. 
Weissenfels, however, it shall be : and frightful rumours go 
that he is written to, that he is privately coming, and that 
there will be no remedy.® Wilhelmina, formerly almost too 
florid, is gone to a shadow ; ‘ her waist hardly half an ell ; ’ 
worn down by these agitations. The Prince and she, if the 
King see either of them, — ^it is safer to run, or squat behind 
screens. 


^ a 3 d May X730, August Ferdinand ; her last child. 
* Wilhelmina, u X97. * 
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Horn Frkdnch Fnnte i>f' itairmth came to ftc the Man, 
ujlcr all 

la this high wiiul of oxtrcmity, tlw; King «ow on the spot 
and ia such temper, Morek privately advises, ‘ 'I'hat her 
Majesty bend a little, — pretend to give-iip the English cou> 
aexioa, and px’opose a tlnrti-party, to get rid of tVeissenfels.’ 
— ‘ What third-party, then ? ’ ‘ Well, ti«‘re is young 

Brandeuhurg-Culmhach, for example. Heir- Apparent of Uai- 
reuth ; Friedrich, a handsome enough young Prince, just 
coming home from the Gran<i 'Pour, we hear ; will have a llm 
Territory when his Father tlies ; agt* is suitahle ; oltl kinship 
with the House, all momw ciunnels settle«t eight or ten yeaw 
ago : why not him ? ’ — ‘ Kxtxdlent ! ’ said her Majesty ; and dtww 
suggest him to the King, ia the next Si’hwedt-Weissenfels 
onslaught. Friedrich Wilhelm gmiuhles an awent, ‘ Well, 
then : — hut I will Imj passive, observe ; not a ^rmhen t>f 
Dowry, for one thing ! ’ — 

And this is the first appearanci! of the young Margraf 
Fi'iedrich, Heir-Ai>parent of Uaireuth ; who comes in as a 
hypothetic figure, at this early stage ; and will can v-ufl’ the 
fair priKe, m is well known. Still only tlotng the Grand 
Tour ; little dreaming of the high fortune about to drtJp into 
his mouth. So many wooers, ‘four Kings' among them, 
suing in vain ; him, without suing, the Fal« aj»|)i>int to l>e 
the man. 

Not a bad young fellow at all, though no King. Wilhel- 
mina, we shall find, takes charmingly to him, like a good female 
soul ; regretless of the Pour Kings ; — finds her own safe little 
island there the pa-ttiest in the world, after sucli jHirils of 
drowning in stormy seas. — Of his Brnmlcnhuig gem-aldgy, 
degree of cousinship to Queen Caroline of Englnml, and to the 
lately wedded young gentleman of Anspach Queen Caroline’s 
Nephew, we shall sny nothing farther, having already spoken 
of it, and even drawn an abstruse Dingnim of it,’ sufficient for 
* Antea, vol. i. p. 318. 
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the most genealogical reader. But in regard to that of the 
peremptory ‘Not a groschen of Dowry’ from Friedrich 
Wilhelm (which was but a bark, after all, and proved the 
reverse of a bite, from his Majesty), there may a word 01 
explanation be permissible. 

The Ancestor of this Baireuth Prince Friedrich, — as 
readers knew once, but doubtless have forgotten again, — ^was 
a Younger Son ; and for six generations so it stood ; not till 
the Father of this Friedrich was of good age, and only within 
these few years, did the Elder brandi die out, and the Younger, 
in the person of said Father, succeed to Baireuth. Friedridi’s 
Grandfather, as all these progenitors had done^ lived poorly, 
like Cadets, on apanages and makeshifts. 

So that the young Prince’s Father, George Friedrich, 
present incumbent, as we may call him, of Baireuth, found 
himself, — with a couple of Brothers he has, whom also we may 
transiently see by and by, — ^in very straitened circumstances in 
their young years. Their Father, son of younger sons as we 
saw, was himself poor, and he had Fourteen of them as Family. 
Now, in old King Friedrich i,’s time, it became apparent, as 
the then reigning Margraf of Baireuth’s children all died soon 
after birth, that one of these necessitous Fourteen was likely 
to succeed in Baireuth, if they could hold out. Old King 
Friedrich thereupon said, ‘You have chances of succession; 
true enough, — ^but nobody knows what will become of that. 
Sell your chance to me, who am ultunate Heir of all : I will 
give you a round sum, — ^the little ^‘Domain of TVeverlingen 
in the Halberstadt Country, and say “ Half-a-Million Thalers 
there you can live comfortably, and support your Fourteen 
Children.’ — ‘Done,’ said the necessitous Cousin; went to 
Weverlingen accordingly ; and there lived the rest of Ms days, 
till 1708 ; leaving his necessitous Fourteen, or about Ten of 
them that were alive and growing up, still ail minors, and 

necessitous enough. i* v i 4 . 

The young men, George Friedrich at the top of them, kept 

silence in Weverlingen, and conformed to Papa ; having 
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nothing to live upon els{*wh<'j'<‘. But thej luu! tiu'ir <jwn 
thoughts ; espocinlly ns tlu'ir Cousin of Bnireuth wns niort! nnd 
more likely to die ehildless. And at length, being in the 
Kaiser’s service as soldiers some of them, and having made 
what interest was feasible, they, early in hVitslrich tVilhelm’s 
reign, hurst out. That is to say, nppi'nlcd l(» the Itricki- 
hofrath (Imperial Aulic (knineil at Vienna ; chief (knirl of the 
Empire in such ea.ses); oj>enly profesling there. That their 
Papa had no power to make .such a hargain, stdling their hirth* 
right for immediate pottage ; and that, in brief, tiiey wotild 
not stand hy it at all ; — and stjnnmmetl Friedrich ’IVilhclm to 
show cause why they should. 

Ix)ng lawsuit, in coaseciuenre ; lengthy law-pleadings, and 
much parchment and wiggerv, in that German Triple-Elixir 
of Chancery ; — little to the joy of Friedrich Wilhelm. Fried- 
rich Wilhelm, from the first, was fairness itself : ‘ Pay me liack 
the money ; and let it Ixj, in all points, as yon .say ! ’ an.sweml 
Friedrich Wilhelm, from the first. Alas, the* money w/m <*aten ; 
how could the money he paid ha<*k ? 'riu* Beichshofrath 
dubitatively shook its wig, for years : ‘ Haigain had in Ixcw ; 
hut Money clearly repayable' : the Money was and is gocxl 4 — 
what shall be done about the Moiun* !' At length, in 1722, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, of himself, .selthxl with this present 
Margraf, then Ileir-Prcsumplivc, How, hy steady slow instal- 
ments, it could he possible, from the revennes of Baireuth, 
thriftily administered, to pay hack that IlalF.Million and CMld 
Thalers ; and the Jiow IVl.argraf, ever sinee his acre.-csitm, in 
1726, has been annually doing it. So that there is, at this 
time, nothing hut compost'd kinship and friendship Imlween 
the two Courts, the little and the big : only Friedrich Wilh«*!m, 
especially with his will crossed in this matter of the Bairealh 
Mfirringe, thinks to himself, ‘Throw more money into auch a 
gulf? The 600,000 Thalers had hotter he got out first!’ 
and says, he will give no Dowry at all, nor take any charge, 
not so much as give away the Bride, hut he passive in tho 
matter. 
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Queen Sophie, delighted to conquer Grumkow at any rate, 
is charmed with this notion of Baireuth ; and for a moment 
forgets all other considerations : Should England prove slack 
and fail, what a resource will Baireuth be, compared with 
Weissenfels ! And Wilhelmina entering, her Majesty breaks 
forth into admiration over the victory, or half-victoiy, just 
gained : What a husband for 5 ^ou this, my dear, in comparison ! 
And as Wilhelmina cannot quite join in the rapture on a 
sudden ; and cannot even consent, unless Papa too give his 
real coxmtenance to the match. Mamma flies out upon the 
poor young Lady:^ ^Take the Grand Turk or the Great 
Mogul, then,’ said the Queen, ^ and follow your own caprice 
I should not have brought so many sorrows on myself, had I 
known you better. Follow the King’s bidding, then ; it is 
your own affair. I will no longer trouble myself about your 
concerns ; — and spare me, please, the sorrow of your odious 
presence, for I cannot stand it ! ’ Wilhelmina wished to reply, 
but the answer was, ^ Silence ! Go, I tell you ! ’ ^ And I 

retired all in tears.’ 

^All in tears.’ The Double-Marriage drifting furiously 
this long while, in such a sea as never was ; and breakers now 
close alee, — have the desperate crew fallen to staving-in the 
liquor-casks, and quarrelling with one another ? — ^Evident one 
thing is, her Majesty cannot be considered a perfectly wise 
Mother ! We shall see what her behaviour is, when Wilhel- 
mina actually weds this respectable young Prince. Ungrateful 
creature, to wish Papa’s consent as well as mine ! that is the 
maternal feeling at this moment; and Wilhelmina weeps 
bitterly, as one of the unluckiest of young Ladies. 

Nay, her Brother himself, who is sick of this permanent 
hurricane, and would fain see the end of it at any price, takes 
Mamma’s part ; and Wilhelmina and he come to high words 
on the matter. This was the unkindest cut of all : — but, of 
course, this healed in a day. Poor Prince, he has his own 
allowance of insults, disgraces, blows; has just been found -out 
^ Wilhelmina, i. 201. 
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in aoHie plan, or suspitnon of a plan ; foutnl-oul to bo in tlobt 
at least, and been half-inirandouHly pnrdom-d .-am!, except 
in flight, he still sees no deliverance aheiul. Five days ago, 
S^d January 1730, there came out a (’ahinct-onlcr (suumiary 
Act of Parliament, so to speak) against ‘ lending money to 
Princes of the Blood, were it even to the Prince- Royal.'’ A 
crime and misdenicanour, that shall now be ; an<l Forfeiture of 
the Money is only part of the penalty, aceoitiing to this 
Gidnnet-Ordcr. Rumour is, the Crown- Prinee hatl purchased 
a vehicle and appurtenances at I/npzig, and was for running 
off. Certainty is, he was <liscovered to have horrowtal I ,(M)0 
Thalcra fron* a certein juoncyed man at Berlin G«<«wy nuuie 
from French scrip, in Mississippi Ijaws lime); — which <leht 
lliodrich Wilhelm instantly |>aid. * Your whole deht, then, 
is that? Tell me the whole i’ — ‘ My wliole deht,’ answmsl 
the Prince ; who durst not own to about 11,000 other 'Phalers 
(1,6001.) he has horrowedi from other (pmrlers, fn-st and last. 
Friedrich Wilhelm saw perhaps some premonition of flight, or 
of de.sperate measures, in this husiness ; and was imexjiectedly 
mild; paid the 1,000 I'halers instantly; adding the Cabinet- 
Order against future conting(‘ncic‘s.* The Prince was in this 
humour when he took Mamma’s side, and retloubkal Wilhel- 
mina’s gi'ief. 

Jhnhk-Mctrriiifft’, m the of iVhipmrt'l\Jlie» ojf a A'ml of 

Carrkr-Pigtm, or Noah'it Ihm, in with Cr^ 

Jbr Help 

Faithful Mamsell Billow console the Princess : « Walt, I 
have news that will put her Maj<»ty in fine humour !’■— And 
she really proved as good as her word. Her news is, Dubourgay 
and Knyphausen, in this extremity of pinch, have dccidtal to 
send off not letters merely, but a speuking Mc .M>ngi‘r to the 
English Court. One Dr. Villa ; soim; kind of * Fltsgiish Chap- 
lain’ here,® whose chief trarlc is that he teaches IVilhclmina 

^ Kawke, i 396 ; Forster, etc» 

» Wilhelmitta, L 20 $; Dubourpy*i allli Ji«iiify 1710. 
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English ; Rev. Dr. Villa, who honours Wilhehniua as he ought, 
shall be the man. Is to go instantly ; will explain what the 
fatal pass we arc reduced to is, and whether Prince.s.s Wilhel- 
inina is the fright some represent her there or not. 

Her Majesty is overjoyed to hear it: who would not be? 
Her Majc.sty ‘ writes l/ctters of the due veheuu'ucy, think.s 
Wilhelinina, — dare not write at all, sjiys Dubourgay; — but 
loads Villa with pre.seuts, with advices ; with her wliole heart 
.speeds him under way. * Dismissed, tunticd off for some fault 
or other, — or perhaps because the l^rincess knows enough of 
English ? ’ so the rumour goes, in Villa’s Berlin circle. 

‘ The Chaplain set out with his despatches,’ says Wilhel- 
mina, who does not name him, but is rather eloquent upon 
his eiTand ; ‘ loiulcd with presents from the Queen. On 
taking leave of me he wept warm tears. He said, saluting in 
tl»e English fashion,’ — I hope with beiuled knee, and the 
maiden’s fingers at his lips, — ‘“He would deny his Country, 
if it did not do its duty on this occasion." ’ And so hastened 
forth on his errand, lake a Carrier-Pigeon sent in extremity ; 
— like Noah’s-Dove in the Deluge : may he i-evisit our perish- 
ing Ark with Olive in his bill I 
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CHAFTKE I 

KNOr-AND SENDS THE KXCEI.I.KNCY HOTilAM TO 
WKUMN 

TiiiNCfl, Ihorofori!, arc got to a <k*rul-l«‘k at ik'riui : rclwliious 
Womankind pcrcmplorily refiwc Wcinacnfels, a>»d take to a Iml 
of sickness ; inexpugnahii' tlicrc, for the moment Baireutli i« 
but a weak middle term j ami them are diwigrwments on it. 
Answer from England, aflimniitive or even negative, we have 
yet none. Promptly allinnative, that might aliil avail, anti bt 
an honourable outcome. Pcrhap.s btdter {mwimj till that 
arrive, and declare itself ?.—l''ric{lrich \t‘illu-lni knows nothing 
of the Villa mission, of the urgi'iicifs that have bsen umsi in 
England: but, in present citvumstHmes, he mn |»uw fur 
their answer. 

Majesty and Crotm-Prince wUh him tnedee a Hun to 

To outward aj)pcarance, Friedrich Wilhelm, having written 
that message to Baireuth, seems easier in niinti ; tjuict witli 
the Queen; though dangerous for exploding if U'ilhohnina 
and the Prince come in view. WillK-lmina mtwtly wjuat* ; 
Prince, who has to be in view, gets sla|» and strokes ‘ daily 
«w» 
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(JourneUement%^ says the Princess,- •■■•or almost daily. For the 
rest, it is evident enough, Weissenfels, if not got passed 
through the Female I^arliament, is thrown-out on the secoiul 
reading, and so is at least fmmhed* Ought we not to make a 
run to Dresden, therefore, and apprise the Polish Majesty ? 

Sliort run to Dresden is appointed for February 18th 
and the Princc-Eoyal, perhaps suspected of mediteting some- 
thing, and safer in his BVitheFa company than elsewhere, is to 
go* \Vilh(;lminahad taken leave of him, night of the 17th, in 
her Majesty’s Apartment ; and was in the act of undressing for 
bed, when,-— ju%e of a young Princess’s terror and surprise, — • 

'lliere stept Into the anteroom/ visible in the half-light there, a most 
handsome little (Javalier, dressed, not succinctly as Colonel of the 
Potsdam Giants, bwt ^ in magnificent French style.— I gfive a shriek, 
not knowing who it was ; and hid myself behind a screen. Madam de 
Sonsfeld, my GovernesH, not less frightened than myself, ran out* to 
see whiit audacious person, at sucli undue hour, it could ha. * But she 
returned mxt moment, accompanying the Cavalier, who wa« laughing 
heartily, and whom I recognlied for my Brother# liis dress so altered 
him, he seemed a different persom lie waa in tire best humour possible. 

* am come to bid you farewell once more, my dear Sister/' said he : 
^tand ai I know the friendslnji you have for me, I will not keep you 
ignorant of my designs. I go, and do not come back. I cannot endure 
the usage I suffer ; my patience Is driven to an end. It ii a favourable 
opportunity for fliuning-olf that odious yoke ; I will glide out of Droiden, 
and get acrosa to England ; where I do not doubt I shall work-out your 
deliverance too, when I am got thither. So I lieg you, calm yourself. 
We shall soon meet again In places where joy shall iueoeed our tears, and 
where we ihall have the happineis to see ourselves in peace, and free 
from tatii porsccuihms/* * ^ 

Wilhehnina stood stupefie<!, in silence for some momenta; 
— argued long with her Brotlmr ; linally got him to renoiiiiea 
those wild plans, or at leitst po.slpoiu* them; and give her his 
word that he would attempt nothing on the present occasion* 

This small B'lnesdeti Enmmum of Febmary 1780^ paiwed, 
accordingly^ without 'tedd'ent* It was but the prelude to a 
much grand'Cr Visit now agreed upon between the neighl)ouring 
* Fussmftfm, p, 404. * Wilhclmina, i 



aia SIIIPWRF.CK OF DOrHI.lvMAHIlIACJE (hK. VIi. 

Majenties. For thero is u grand thing in tin* wind. Hinne- 
thing truly sublime, of the scenic-milllary kind, which has not 
yet got a name; hut sludl soon have a world-wide one, - 
“ Camp of Miihlberg,’ ‘ ('tinij) t>f Hndewiiz,’ tir ht»wever to be 
uiuuetl, — which his Ihdkh Majesty wilt hohi in tijost; Saxtm 
parts, in a month or two. A thing that wilt a.stonish all the 
worhl, we may hope; and whertf the King and I’linee of 
Prussia are to alteml as chief guests. 

It was tluriiig Ihi.s brief alisence in h'l-hruarv, or tiireetly 
after Friedrieh Wilhelm had retunusl, that <^ueen .Sophie had 
that fit of md siekneas we H|K»ke of. Beareely was his 
Majesty got home, when the Queen, ridher anildgutms in her 
sicknesses of late, fell really ami d.uigi-ron dy ill : so that 
Friedrich W'ilhelm, at last recognising it for itsil, came 
luirrying in from Potstlam ; w«'pt, haul ami idnuHlauitly, poor 
man ; declare<l in private, ‘ H« would not survive his Fwkin ’ ; 
and for her sake .solemnly pnrdomsl Wilhelmina, anti even 
Fritz, — till the .syiiipfi)in.s mendetl* 


How Villa xmn rfrehrd in luH^ltmd 

Meanwhile Dr. Villa, in Kngianti, hits sjatl not ill. Villa’s 
(‘hxpumee of troth; the (inunkow-lleiehenhnt’h (‘orn-.pond- 
ence in St. Mary Axe ; these two Ihinp prtxiuce tltelr 
effect. These on the one hand ; and then t«i the other, 
certain questionable as{H.Tts of Fleury, after that fine Boissons 
Catastrophe to tiro Kaiser; and ttertain interior tpjarrob in 
the English Ministry, partly grountlw! thcnjon : — ‘ Dn the 
whole, why should not we deta^ hViodrioh U ilhelm from the 
Kaiser, if we could, and comply with a Royal Sister ? ’ think 
they at St. James’s. 

Political men take some interest in the (lui sUojj ; * Why 
neglect your Prince of Wales?’ grumhlfs the Public : • It is 
a solid Protestant match, eligible for Prince Fml anti us ! 

‘ Why bother with the Kaiser anti his Gerntan puddles ? ’ iwks 

* WilhcliniiiH, I |o6* 
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Walpole : * Once detach Prussia from him, the Kaiser will 
perhaps sit still, and leave the world an<l us free of his Prag- 
matics and his Sanctions and Apanages.’ — ‘Quit of him? 
German puddles ? ’ answers Townshend dubitatively,-— -who 
has gained favour at head-<iuarters by going deeply into said 
puddles ; and is not so ardent for the i’rus.sinn Match ; and 
indeed is gradually getting into quarrel with Walpole and 
Queen Caroline.* These things are all favourable to Dr. Villa. 

In fact, there is one of those political tempests (dreadful to 
the teapot, were it not experienced in them) going on in 
England, at this time, — what we call a Change of Ministry ; 
daily crisis labouring towards fulfilment, or brewing itself 
ripe. Townshend and Walpole have had (how many weeks 
ago Coxe docs not tell us) that meeting in Colonel Selwyn’s, 
which ended in their clutching at swords, nay almost at coat- 
collars : ® honourable Brothers-in-law ; but the good Sister, 
who used to reconcile them, is now death Their tpiarrcls, 
gn)wing for some years past, are coming to a head. ‘When 
the firm used to l>e Townshend and Walpole, all was well ; 
when it hatl to become Walpole and Towirshtuid, all was not 
well ! ’ said Walpole afterwards, 

nungs had already gone so far, that Townshend brought 
Chesterfield over from the Hague, last Autumn -a Baron 
do Monl(‘S(pncn, with the Eitjmt <kf> Jam in his head, sailed 
with Ijonl Chesterfield on that occasion, and is now in 
England ‘for two years’; — but Chesterfield could not be 
made Secretary; industrious Duke of Newcastle stuck so 
close by that office, and by the skirts of Walpole. Chester- 
field and Townshend vertm Walpole, Colonel Stanhope (Har- 
rington) and the Pelhams : the Prussian Matdi is a card in 
that game ; and Dr. Villa’s (‘loquiau-e of troth is not lost on 
Queen Carolim;, who in a private way managc's, as always to 
role pretty supreme in it. 

I'here lies in the State- Paper Office,® without date or 

» Coxe, i. 333*339. * IK p. 33 S- 

• Close by De*p«tch (Prawian) 1 ' London, 8th Fcbrusry {o.i.) lyas-so.’ 
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si<|;ualnri‘, a loose <letachc<i l>it of wriiinji;, in st-hohisf i<* style, 
Init brief and to the purpose, whieh is evidently tin* Memorial 
of Villa; but as it ti-aebes iis nothing that we tl«> mit alreiuly 
know, it need not be ins<'r(<'d here. 'Kite nmn, we e/m per- 
ceive farther, contiinied useful in those Olfiriai ijumli r., tm- 
swering <pj(*stionH about Knissia, helping in the Sf.Mmy Axf 
decipherings, and in ot!»er stmill ways, for some lime loiiger ; 
after whieh he vanishes again from nil reconl,— -whether to 
teach ICnglish farther, or live on some nnalieum of iwnsion 
grantetl, no man knows. Iha/r old Dove, let tmt UjKin the 
Dehige in sergi' gow'n : he diti bring hark a hit of olive, so 
to speak ; — -had tlie pnwtge but htdd, ns it »fid k» Honh’.s 
easel 

In a woni, the English Sovereignties «itd Ministries have 
determined tlmt an l^nvoy Ixstraordinaty {one Hothani, they 
think of), with the due solemnity, Ik* sent .ft lighf w.ay to 
Berlin: to treat of tl«j« inlertjsting mattes's, and otliiially 
pxst the question Uhts'. Whosn Dubomgas is issstrsietesl t«i 
annoimce to his IVisssiius .M»«jesty, wills satiilatiosi frsJin this 
(lourt. As Dubonrgssy dsM's straightway, with a gsent ileal of 
pleasure.' How welcome to his Majesty we neiHl not say. 

And indeed, after such ajj amiounmnenl (1st sMareli 
17»(), the day of it), they fell into ehiH'idwl dialugu.'; 
and the Brigadier hiul some frank coisveiwation with his 
Majesty about the * Arbilmlion Commission' then sitting 
at Brunswick, and Europe/m nUkiiw in general. Convei’sflition 
which is carefully preservial for us in the lhi!';/tiHi r''i D. ■ p.if.h 
of the morrow. It never was intrinsically of nmcli moiiienl ; 
and is now fallen very olamlete, and altogether of none : hut 
a« ft glance at firsthand into the dim old thought* of 
Friedrich Wilhelm, the reader may take it with him : 

'Tim King »»W next, That though m littb nnlm, yet he hiiew 
well our ilesign wss to kindle a fire in other {larti of latwor tJmnsny. 
To which I nimwerod, 'fhat if hie Majesty would give me fatourahle 
hearing, I co uld ea sily pers uade him of the imseetilde intontjoits »f our 

» DeH)*tehci; London, fiih February | Merlin, ad Msreh 17 jo. 
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Allies. Well,’* says he, ^^The Emperor will abandon the Netherlands, 
and who will be master of them ? I see the day when you will make 
France so powerful, that it will be difficult to bring them to reason 
again.” — JDuhourgayi ^^If the Emperor abandoned the Netherlands, 
they would be governed by their own Magistrate, and defended by their 
own Militia. As to the French, we are too well persuaded of the benefit 
of our Allies, to — ** Upon which the King of Prussia said, ^^It appeared 
plainly we had a mind to dispose as we pleased of Eangdoms and 
provinces in Italy, so that probably our next thought would be to do the 
same in Germany.” — Duhourgay: ^^The allotments made in favour of 
Don Carlos have been made with the consent of the Emperor and the 
whole Empire. We could not suffer a longer interruption of our 
commerce with Spain, for the sake of the small difference between the 
Treaty of Seville and the Quadruple Alliance, in regard to the Garrison,**’ 
— ^to the introducing of Spanish Garrisons, at once, into Parma and 
Piacenza; which was the special thunderbolt of the late Soissons 
Catastrophe, or Treaty of Seville. — ^^^Well, then,” says his Prussian 
Majesty, ^^you must allow, then, there is an infraction of the Quadruple 
Alliance, and that the Emperor will make war ! ” I hope not,” said I : 
^^but if so, a Ten-years War, in conjunction with the Allies of Seville, 
never would be so bad as the interruption of our Commerce with Old and 
New Spain for one year.” 

' The King of Prussia’s notion about our disposing of provinces in 
Germany,* adds Dubourgay, ^is, I believe, an insinuation of Seckendorf, 
who, I doubt not, has made him believe we intended to do so with 
respect to Berg and Jiilich.* 

Very probably : — but Hotham is getting under way, 
hopeful to spoil that game. Prussian Majesty, we see, is 
not insensible to so much honour ; and brightens into hope- 
fulness and fine humour in consequence. What radiancy 
spread over the Queen’s side of the House we need not say. 
The Tobacco-Parliament is like to have a hard task. — ^Fried- 
rich Wilhelm privately is well inclined to have his Daughter 
married, with such outlooks, if it can be done. The marriage 
of the Crown-Prince into such a family would also be very 
welcome ; only — only — ^There are considerations on that side. 
There are reasons ; still more there are whims, feelings of the 
mind towards an unloved Heir- Apparent : upon these latter 
chiefly lie the hopes of Seckendorf and the Tobacco-Parliament. 

What the Tobacco-Parliament’s specific insinuations and 
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deliberations wm’, in this nlarmiiij; infriini, no UnnHiinl given 
U8 a hint. Faint and ti»ii<l they nmhni, at first, t(f Iw ; such 
unfavourable winds having risen, btowingoff at a sad rate the 
smoke of that ahstnise* hjstilulion.— * t ’ smdllta 

the Feldzeugnu'i.Hter to hiinstdf. But *.Vi fieuM rxi 
as Grurokow exclaims once to hts Js'autiful Keiehentaich, or 
N'ogH m he calls him in their slang or cipher I itigu * If 
God is with us, who can pravail against us ? ’ h'or the 
Gmmkow can <juote Scriptim* ; nay, wlaces himsidf with it, 
which is a feat Ixyowi what the Oevil is ciimiw tetit to. 


Exfflkni^ JInthnm wm'm tw JM'im 

The Special Envoy to be M?i»t to Ifcrlin on this iatensting 
occasion is a dignified Yorkshire llartmet ; .*sir Gharlw 
Hotham, * Colonel of the Ilorse-Ortsnmlicrs ’ ; he has some 
post at Court, too, and is still in his b«t years. His Wife 
is Chesterfield’s Sister; he is withal a kind of soldier, as we 
see -a man of many sabre-tashes, at least, anti artpiairdtai 
with Oaviilrv-Drlll, a« well as the pracli> ! :, of Gohbticks : his 
Father ww a Gcncml Ofllcer in the !* tuhnit.i!’;h Sj>a»»ish 
Wars. These arc his eiigibilitkvi, i*<t»)tuitiiili!<g him at 
Berlin, and to Offlefal men at home. Family is ohi enough : 
Hothams of Scorliorough in the East Iliding : old as 
]V}l/u-fmu.^ Mmtariimi and subsists to i«ir own tiny. This 
Sir Charles is lineal Sm of the Hothams who lfl*t tlieir heatis 
in tiro Civil War; and he is, so to sfumk, linMil tim-k of the 
Lords Hotham that now are. For the rest, a hamlsome 
figure, prompt te French, and much the gi utb uian. So far 
has Villa sp^. 

Hotham got to Berlin on Sumlay jfei April 17B0. He 
had lingered a little, wafting to f^thmr-up some skirts of that 
Beichenbach-Gromkow Corn*sjiondfiic<\ ami have them rewly 
to show in the projwr Quarter. For that is one of the chief 
arrows in his quiver. But hero be b at last: and on 
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Monday, he is introduwi at (’harloltonbirg to the I’nwsian 
Majesty ; and finds an atnindant wcdeome to himsi^lf and Ids 
preliminaries. * lV!arrifi}j;e into that fine hifjh (’ountry 
(miffnifikc Land) will Imj welcome to my Daughter, 1 Indicve, 
as flowers in May : to me also how can it be other than 
welcome ! — Farther instructions,’ yon say ? ‘ Yes, surely ; 

and terms hononral>le on both sides. Only say nothing of 
it, I had rather tell tlie girl myself.’ ‘ To that frank piirport. 
spoke his Majesty ; — and invites the Excellency Hotham to 
stay dinner. 

Great dinner at niarlottenburg, accordingly ; Monday 8d 
April X7fl0 : the two English Excellencies Hotham and 
Dubourgiiy, then General Borck, ICnyphausf'n, Grumkow, 
Seckemlorf and others ; — ‘ where,' says 1 lothanj, giving 
Despats’h about it, ‘ w(^ all got immoilerately drunk.’ (if 
winch dinner there is sortlid narrative, from Grumkow to his 
I^osti (to his Ileichenbach, in cant speech), still visible 
throxigh St. Mary Axe, were it worth much attention from 
U8. Passages of wit, loa<le<l with allusion, flew «)und the 
table : ‘ A Gentian ducat is change for an English half- 
gvtinea,’ and the like .sprigldly things. Nay at one time, 
Hotham’s back Ixiing turnwl, tlu^y opnly <lrink,~— his 
Majesty in a state of exhilaration, having Itlahbetl the secret : 
*— * 'Fo the health of W'illntlmina Primwt of Wales ! ' IJjwn 
which tins whole Palace of Charlolh-nlmrg now hursts into 
triimdialion ; the very valets cutting capers, making sonu'rsets, 
-—and rushing off* with the news to Berlin, Observable, tmly, 
tliat Hotham and Didamrgay sat silent in the triptuiialion ; 
with faces diplomatically grave. Several poitits to Itc settW 
first ; no halloitig till we arc out of the wowi 

News came to Berlin Hchloss, douhtlm at full gallop, 
which would only take a tpiartor of an hour. Thh is 
Wilhehuiua’s exptaieuee of it Afternoon of Monday Sd of 
April 1780, in the Sriiloss of Berlin — •towards sunset, some 
ontamcntal seam in one’s hand : 

* E«ike, i* 3^4* 
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*I wiw t|wiat III my h%my niih wiirk, iiiKl 

raiwliiig til mtn wiitm tiui in. witli a tiirwiit nf 

iliimwtiai In tim Vimr l wim all Imwlml nul* iniltiiiif nii«i lairn tn lliH' 
grnnnili Hliay wi^rti rmnn tt> mlntii tJn' IVinw^' «*! I feirly 

Wllavinl ihim^ pnnr hail lni*t Ihrir miU ; tliay wiiiiltl iti*| rww-ii 

n¥i^rwlu^lmin^ ini! with iniif»n ainl tninnil* thinr i*iy tiiiiy 

knew imt wiiiit they lihL When the hiree hml liwletl time, they 

at liwt inlti me* ''What oar mniew knnw. tV'fntt the iliniinre U ilhfjnr.n:* 

lirnfiWfH eared next li» nothing alanit * I waa little miniHl liy it, 
tlmt f aiwwermii Kninir <m with my wtirk. ** l« that ail?** Whirfi 
greatly atirprlwial iinnm A while nfterwiirds my ami ieveral 

liinlieM eama niaii tii enngratnlate me, I waa iiiiirh Ineed ; inpl I f|i|| 
more (lelighttnl at the iirnnfk enrh me nl' lint than at what neenilniiiMl 
thwm In the wmnm I In the qmmi * : ftm tmf reinlily rniireiee 
her jay. (hi iity Imi enlrfiime, ahe rallwl nw **lier 4imr ffinew# iif 
Wiiltm”; mul addreaai^d Madam de 5(wnafehl m **, Elililly/* llila latter 
tmik the liberty nf hintlnic In hm^ tlwl It W'lmhI tm Itetier t« kmp i|tilet i 
that the Kiiif Imvitig ytt fleen m tmllii# nf tlila hiniliiiw, milClil he 
Urovokotl at Mich dim«m»tr«ilnn , and ttiat the l«»*t trdle rmihl atlll rniii 
all UvY hoprw. lie Cliiiiteiia Fifikeii«t#ln Jniiilttn her remmwtranrw tn 
BonafilclX the Queen, tlnm^ch with renret, pnnnbed In tiimlerale 
herself/* 

Thw k the efftilgrnl fliyiiiiig*|Mjiiit irf the ni';il.ntr<! 
Englmli Matd'H wliich wn tmvi! mt tMm riitiglit iit ii tiitii?r!| 
smoking eonditinin *11 h! King imliml' spoki? iiolliing of it 
to iiHt on his mtuni io Iterliit in a ciay or m|ii 

Wilindinina ; * which wo tlunigtit striiligc,' llilt ovcrjliocli 
conslckrt^l it certniiii nothing tint Ihn ilcliitb loft to mtlh% 

* Hotiiaiii htid ciaily confcmici^ wilh flio King/' * Every 
post brought klters from llio frinw of Wmlw j ' of whirti 
Wilhelmina mw aevrruU this for out! griifriil 

pnr|> 0 rfc of the wholes *I wnjtin! yoiii my ci«r Ilotlsiiiii, gel 
these negotiations finiihetl ! I am mittlly iii Itive (mmurriLt 
amme unj^m% and my impnlbnct* it un*"*jO‘i,lh'«l/* Williiiiiiiiiifi 
thongbt thii© seritimeiita *vtry roiiiatitk’ iiii llie fiiirt of 
Prince Fred» *who h«l never neeiii itit, knew iiit only by 
repute ;*~and amwerod his roii»n« and liiiii with tiffi of 
laughter^ in a pi^ettily fleering iiiwiiim 

* WUlicliuin;,, !. aij. 


» a. i. ail. 
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Blffulgent Haine-point witich wah of very brief duration 
indeed^ and which nank soon into bitterer smoke than cverj 
<!own almost to the c'hoking state* There are now six weeks 
of Diplomatic History at the Court of Berlin^ which end for 
otherwise than they Ix^gan. Weeks welhiigh indecipherable ; 
BO distracded are they, by bla<dv-art and abstimse activities 
above ground and below, and so distractedly recorded for us : 
of which, if it be humanly possible, we must try to convey 
some faint notion to mankind* 


CH AFTER II 

I.ANOUAGE OF BIROS : KXCn^'JXENCY HOTHAM 
PROVES UNAVAHUN(5 

At.nuADT next morning, after that grand Dinner at 
Charlot.h^nhnrg, Friedrich Wilhelm, awakc^ning with his due 
heiniache, thought, and was heard saying, He had gone too 
far ! Those gloomy looks of Hotham ami Duhourgay, on the 
occasion; they are a sad memento that our joyance was 
jinmiature. line Englisli mean the DouhkvlVtarriage ; and 
hVicdrich Willudm is not ready, and never fairly was, for 
more iluin tlie Hingle* ‘ Willudiuina Princess of Wales, yes 
with all my lieart; hut h'riedrich to an English Princess— 
Ilin, na ; ‘'—and in a day more,^ plainly * No*"* And tliere it 
linally rests ; or if rockcnl about, always settles there again. 

And why, No F—Truly, as i*<gard(‘d (k’own-Prince Fried- 
riclds Marriag<s the question had its real diillcullies : and 
then, still more, it Inui its imaginary; and the suhterranean 
activities were busy ! Tlu^ witnesses, (‘onUnnpornneous and 
other, assign Three reasons, or consi<lerations and ijuasi-rei'isonH, 
which the Tobacco-l'^arliament and bViedrich Wilhelm’s lively 
fancy could insist ii{)on it till they Immme irrefragable : 

FirMf Ins rooted discontent with the Crown4.Vince, some 
* * liwtfuctloft to hit Minifteri, sth April/ citkd by Rtiake, i aS5 i*. 
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even say his jenioMNy of the Trowu- Fringe’s tali-nt'i, wrufer it 
unplemnt to think of pmtuulin.x iiiin in nity way. .SVaml^ 
natiim! German hivalty, eiiliveinal i>y the tioja* <»f .lulirh wid 
Ik*rg, attaching Friwlrich Wilhelm to the Kaiser'* »it!e of 
things, rejwtis him with a kiinl of iiomir from the Anti- 
Kaiser, or Frem-h English sitle, ‘Starry my Itanghter, if 
you like ; I shall l>e gla«l to aiilute her a« I’riina-s* of Wale* ; 
bnt no union in your 'r«*aty-of«Sevi!!e itpri-sfinh in {K»!itkii go 
you your own nmd, if that is it, while I gi> mine ; no tying 
of tJs, hy Double or other Mfuriag-**, to go on« Third 

the ningai/iceiice of thostf English. ♦ Itrg.iollf s, of expense,* 
insimiales the TohaceO'Farliainenl ; * they will wnti tJwir 
grand Princess hither, with no end of money ; brwight-up In 
grniulcur to look-down on the like of us, Hhc can «lar.*le, 
she can purchase : in Uie end, may tliere not tie a Grown- 
Prince Party, cajmble of extingtnshing your Itfajissty hen? in 
your own Gomt, ajicl making Pnwsia a bit of r.ngbthd ; ail 
eyes Iming tunietl to such sompfium’. Prinasw and her Grown- 
Prince, — Ifeir-Apparent, or " llisin;; gun ” as w« may call 
him ! 

ITiese really are three wfijddy.ahntihl drewlfiil consktem- 
tions to a fKKstic-tcmpwxl King and Smoking Parliament. 
Out of which there i» no refuge except Iwleeii this plain 
fourth one: ‘No hurry almut Frit*** marH.igf i * he i* hut 
eighteen gone: evidently too young for Imn . k<i ping. 
Thirty is a good time for insinving. •*'I*li»rt> i,, th.'ujk 
God, no lack of royal lineage; ! have two other Prinew,*** 
—and another Just at hand, if I knew it. 

To ail wMA torn is to be addeil that »nt ) i> l umng 
invincible gmeitatimn towmrds Gi© Kaiiwr, and al*t» towards 
JilHch and Berg by means of him,- wi ll actoi on by the 
Tobacco- Pwliament for the space of lh«»»o *ix week*. 
During which, aoconlingly, ahncMtt from the fl»t day after 
that Hotoam Dinner of April Sd, the wwwer of the roya! 
mind, with superficial fluctuatimw, always is ; * Wilhclmina 
‘ Friedrich Wilhelm to Reiebeahaeb (ijih May), iofti. 
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at once, if you choose ; likely enough we might agree about 
Crown-Prince Friedrich too, if once all were settled ; but of 
the Double-Marriage, at this present time, Mre I will 
have nothing to say.’ And as the English answer steadily, 
‘ Both or none ! ’ — meaning indeed to draw Prussia away 
from the Kaiser’s leading-strings, and out of his present 
enchanted condition under the two Black- Artists he has 
about him, the Negotiation sinks again into a mere smoking, 
and extinct or plainly extinguishing state. 

The Grumkow-iVb^^i Cipher Correspondence might be 
reckoned as another efficient cause ; though, in fact, it was 
only a big concomitant symptom, much depended on by both 
parties, and much disappointing both. In the way of 
persuading or perverting Friedrich Wilhelm’s judgment 
about England, this deep-laid piece of machinery does not 
seem to have done much, if anything; and Hotham, who 
with the English Court had calculated on it (on their 
detection of it) as the grand means of blowing Grumkow 
out of the field, produced a far opposite result on trying, 
as we shall see ! That was a bit of heavy ordnance which 
disappointed everybody. Seized by the enemy before it 
could do any mischief ; enemy turned it round on the 
inventor ; fired it off on the inventor, and — ^it exploded 
through the touch-hole ; singeing some people’s whiskers : 
nothing more I — 

A Peep into the Nosti-Grumkow Correspondence caught up 
in St. Mary Aoce 

Would the reader wish to look into this Nosti-Grumkow 
Correspondence at all ? I advise him, not. Good part of it 
still lies in the Paper-Office here ; ^ likely to be published by 
the Prussian Dryasdust in coming time : but a more sordid 

^ Ranke, i. 285 n. 

* Prussian Despatches, vols. xl. xli. : in a fragmentary state so much of it as 
they had caught up, and tried to make use of ; — far too much. 
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«>f favtMln)|i|iiji;;s, kitcht'li a'^heii anil (iintr 
foUwtiHl wnl iiitrrcliHU'^fd by « Fiunkit'j* 

(big bullying Flunky niui liitlc tri‘iHl>lijig nii.i'iii;; tnu*, 
Gnuukow ftisd liyiclu-jibiu-h), wns ntjvw gut tugitlwr ««f. 
of a g<‘ii( K'inau s luniwhokl. 'I’o no kllrst mtdrr, ariiml 
even wiUi baniHi*U*», «»»1 hokliiig mouth ami «♦>>»<>, wm thi* 
alirriiig tip of mit'h ft dustbin fm long tolmiiblf. Hut tlu? 
amazing jm»bk*in was this lulitor’s, «lta»m«si t«t sjadl tlu* 
Kvont into ckiinifsK if ho vouki, nml put datw, physiogjunny 

and inillino to it, by holj* of surlt Miinky San i i it ! 'I'hiit 

N(»sli41niiitkow t'orn- ns wi* now havo it in tho 
I*a|icr- (Hru'c, inftTjivctabk' only by aero* of Hritislj 
DcNjiatihis, by innualito tlatolMs bfl{ik*»i IVtissian lka»kH 
(* jirintwl Bbtchw of litmtan Stupir,’ as Smolfungus citll* 
them)! bow gliwlly wouki one n;tum tlaio «!1 to St, Mnty 
Axe, there to lie through Kteinujty ! it is like hi»kiiitg 
dialogtie with a Kwokery j asking yimr way (|H'rhajw in 
flight for life, m W!W partly my own ea,m?) by < witli 

Humwsivt* or even siiimllnmsaw Kookeriiw. Itentier, have you 
triotl KUcii a thing ? An lulvenlure, never to Iw *}Hiken of 
again, when once thne ! 

VVilhelmiuft pretends to give quotations * fnan this subter- 
ranean (inimkow-Ilejehenhtteh f'onevpondenw ; but hew are 
only extracta fr<»n muiu! di-script i.m or rmnenihrmux} ; hanlly 
one word is dose to the origin.n!, though here «ntl there 
some outline or shmiow of a real passage is traombk. WImt 
fractional elements, eitjitthie of gaining some vestige of iiieaii- 
ing whwn Wd together in tlieir e<»inic onier, I mdtl pick 
from the circumambient immensity not etwnne, are here for 
the reader’s behoof. I.et him skip, if, like myself, he is 
weary { for tlm substance of the story is elwwhert? given, (tr 
perhaps he has the curIo,sity Uj know tlm of biitls? 

Witli abridgment, by oecasioimi change of phm*, almve all 
by immense omksioti,. luuv. in sfa-dm» n. Is w.im ibiug |ik«t 
what the Rookery says to fxior PrieiWch Wilhi lm and us, 

' Wiihclmimi, i I3J‘1||. 
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through St. Mary Axe anti the Copyists in the Foreign Office! 
Friedrich Wilhelm reads it (Ilotharn gives him reading of it) 
some weeks hence ; we not till g:enerations afterwards. I 
abridge to the utmost ; — will mark in dwibk commas what is 
not Abridgment but exact Translation ; — with rigorous 
attention to dates, and my best fidelity to any meaning there 
may be : 


* 

To M>Mi (the sO’-called Excellenss Keichenbach) in London ; 

Orwimlcow from Berlin kquUnr, Eeichenbacih Bsteninf with both his 
mm (words oanght op in St Mary Axe)* 

Bm^Un, M March ^ The time has now come when Eeichenhaeh 
must play his game. Let him write that the heads of the Opposition, 
wlio play Austria as a card in Parliament, in consternation, 

Walpole having hinted to Uunn that ha was about to make friends with 
the King of Prussia ; that by xneaxis of certain miniaters at Berlin, 
and by other stibtarranean cbannels (autrm mdnrratm)j his Prussian 
Majoity had been brought to a disposition of that kind*'^ (Knyphauson, 
llorck and others will be much obliged to Eeichenbach for so writing !), 
'lliat Eeichenbach knows they intend sanding a Miniiter to Berlin; 
but ii certain anongli, as perhaps they aro^ his Prussian Majesty will not 
let himself be lured or caught in the trap ; hut that the very ruxnour of 
its lielng poHsibhi for him to change^ from Austria, ^ would be an infinite 
gain to the Buglish Ministry/^salvation of thexn, in fact, in the Parlia« 
mentary cockpit '1’hat they had already given-out in the way of 
rumour, How sure they were of the Court of Berlin whenever it mme 
to the poixit. "Phat lielclianbach had tried to learn from 73^ what the 
real result from Berlin wag; iind did not think it much, though the 
Walpole people/ all hanging so perilously upon Prussia for their 
existence, **afected a great gaiety; and indeed felt what againitwai 
even to have renewed the Negotiation with his Prussian Majesty/' 
Here Ii a King likely to get himself illuminated at dx*it«hand upon 
English affairs ; by Miniitera lying abroad for him, and lying at home I— 

"And m the King/' concludes Hrumkow, "will think lieichenbaeh 
!• a witch (mrekr) to be to well Informed about all that, and will 
redouble the gtmd opinion be hai of Eeichenbach. And lo, if Eeichen-^ 
bach second my id w, we will pack Borck and Knyphauion about their 


An Indeelphembk* 




SHirwUKCK OF IKHJBi.K MAHHIAOF. {jsk. vii, 

ImMinitm; mi will iln iha fiittliful iiiiviitu^ wituMif uh, 

tmr privfitti ti-ymt from Ausiriii for iioiiiK it ** I'ho liliiK 
only ttH»> Wi^U Ihni Iht^ i% hut sloiHt (miifiwriV) ; jiolg# of 

tlio effwt tlmt Iiiih! 1 nm youri4 fitlirriy (itmt i mnu}, I wiiil in grout 
impaliemH'i t4> hwir your imw'ii till tlii'f* : fiir I iiiftirio you iiminitoiy 
Iiinw liiiul Iio» lu»ro; »4o tiuit it ooly u|ioii yiuirarif lo ihiuo, 

aiu! to pWM for ii mimrlt* 4>f juf«t tn#iig hi #orr*Vr/ or wiirli iil giioiiliig 
myKlrrirs, Unimkow riillH it a^iiiirt* Ho coiili»uo'«i m iuu»tlior Minwivo : 

■Herihh *!th Murvh, Hi« originiil ft*r i Iiiio or two): 

*^'Qtu*on Hopkio will «oon rim^ fnoii Itor l»o4 of »iokiir?4^* worn lliis 
mfi.ri*i%o»*4oiio ; !m .Mre^ in |Vi>irr-/4’.iyo| iiffrri#* iimjttufM ifi'irr i4^n mui ; 
mnu iit'ft tnffhin^ r7i/rr /r i^rinrr ih fudim rl k 

/mkf m k fvrro hknkt ^ur * ll W'lll l*o|ii«o tloit lloiflioiiliiirli 

Migiiify to iho lVlimo».Hi»yifero K»ilior tk»t nil tlii« tlfiiir Iim Iiomi 
at ilorlisti with llorrk mol hy 71 * »iili Kiiy|*h»iiioii niwl 
11«l, thoy imoor !i«o i^ight mx uliimiro w'lih llio l^riiiroti mitl 

tha of Frttiwlii t mui littliar llm i^roirr- Itoyil of 

will ?u'roiii|omy tlm l*ruu*o>:‘. ItoVAl/ W ilhrltiooo, Um hn^t 
ther#/ *lii n worili ^ll tiirn» mx thk kflar uuirrliiga of 

the /Vt/iav^'ltoyul m wall; ■soul Uhut Vilb h.w givaii >01 fnvoiiriilflii n 
doicrlption of thl« Friorts ilinl lim Kttgibh Frliiro*?! will hin^'o Utn 
whit priro ioovor* Nonii otiii nluft Jillogo ili«t nfmr of Ifk*/ wtiom wa 
nt Iwt tioriphor to tw. kmt linrrlnfltm, ioir^ t.‘til«inp| of 

Boi««oiii, of till! Mmirhl Eiiilimioiy, ol Ifto on Vigo; n clintliigtiblmtl 

now with whom Nowrimllo ho|ioi to nhovo -tnii ‘I owimhuiHl^ * 
Ilnrrlngton, mol tlm ilivkhin mootig tlm .\liiiiikiiir® . grout i|ii«tloiij 
Hhall tho firm hii lowmilmml mill W»l|iolf% or Wtliiob unit t ? 
juil going on ; hrawitig lowartlit liorbioii ; In wlilrh tlm Fruti^bn Hmilili- 
Marrkgo in rimlly a khni of oar4# mnl iiwy l»y H«»li Im rfi|ir«^iiliWl iw g 
trump oanL 

*Tim wholi Towit of Ilarliii wihl^ 11ii< Villa w*a liy nrttisr of 

the Eltif, for Im taught tlm oltlant Friiir^ Ktiglinh ; hnl I too wall ll 
Win Bowk, IW|* Kiiy|*hami#ii aotl Ihiltimriay ilml .iltafiitrlifit Uu^ tm 
gift 1 fefui pfottiw of thi ilttiallifti Imra. ^mt if Kii»i| |»* writltii lo 
hli Mijiity to the »iiit m lit ilnti to lik friatitr to 

M'ijwty liii' not y«l otimt uiiifor IVinnir* pyoh, ii» «|U'#iif 4 of 
Fmghma'i vlowi ahout Ilia Frlima4liiyil of Vriitmn, It will aiinwfr 
iimrvolhniily {mk timt 4 mmmiikl I tmm i|i|irii#tt Biw4.#ii4orf of all 
that Hoiti wrlt» to m%. ** ¥m thu mt, No*tl ftiay prf#i!tly 
Mmiilf that iht King nofor will utoi^ots llpklionliarli ; ifiij If ifn* 
PHnoo^-Boyut,** in44«n Fate Interforli^, « liiil Hi® rtiiw in hk 
Hiat mm, 8#okiti4orf pmm^ te wi tiit prl of Hit 

• Au Imkfciphfnihl®* 
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Kaiser, all or more than all he can lose by the accession of the Prince. 
Monsieur Reichenbach may depend upon that."’^ 

Slave Reichenbach at London, when this missive comes to 
hand, is busy copying scandal according to former instructions 
for behoof of his Prussian Majesty, and my Bashaw Grumkow; 
for example : 


To the Herr Grumkow at Berlm 
Excellenz Reichenbach loquitur ; — snatched in St. Mary Axe 

London, 10th March 1730. * * ^Reichenbach has told his Prussian 

Majesty today by a Courier who is to pass through Brussels' (Austrian 
Kinsky’s Courier, no doubt), ^what amours the Prince of Wales,* 
dissolute Fred, ^ has on hand at present with actresses and opera-girls. 
The King of Prussia will undoubtedly be astonished. The affair merits 
some attention at present,* — especially from an Excellenz like me. 

[Missi'ce (body of important Grumkow Instructions just read by us) 
comes to hand,] 

London, lUh March 1730. '^Reichenbach will write by the first 
Ordinary ”. (so they name Post, in those days) '' all that Grumkow orders. 
Reichenbach sees well, they mean to play the deuce here (Jouent le diahk 
d quatre id): but Reichenbach will tell his Prussian Majesty what 
Grumkow finds fit. *' Good Excellenz Reichenbach flatters himself the 
King will remain firm, and not let his enemies deceive him. If Grumkow 
and Seckendorf have opportunity they may tell his Prussian Majesty 
that the whole design of this Court is to render his Country a Province 
dependent on England. When once the Princess-Royal of England shall 
be wedded to the Prince-Royal of Prussia, the English, by that means, 
will form such a party at Berlin, that they will altogether tie his 
Prussian Majesty's hands.** A comfortable piece of news to his Prussian 
Majesty in Tobacco-Parliament. "Reichenbach will assuredly be vigilant ; 
depend on his answering Grumkow always by the first post.” 

Continues; — ^turning his rook- bill towards Majesty now. 
Same date (14th March), same time, place and bird : 

^ Prussian Despatches, vol. xl. The second of these two Letters is copied, 
we perceive, by Villa; who transmits it to Hotham’s Secretary at Berlin, 
with great hopes from it. Letter ‘ unsigned,’ adds Villa (J>o£nl First 

was transmitted by Townshend. — Following are transmitted by etc. etc. It 
is in that way they have got into the State-Paper Office, — ^as Enclosures in the 
various Despatches that carried them out to Berlin to serve as Diplomatic 
Ammunition there. 

VOL. IT. I* 
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To hb Pnmmn Majesty {{rmn Kxcritriiz lt*‘i<*lu*n!)acli) 

* # I hiul eloiNHl thin wiiti* ii piimiii of 

came In** (the fact heiog* my CJntitokow’n Miwlvo t»f liiitrisctioiw 
came or figuratively »|>eaklitg, my Uruinkoit hiiiwcll), wii<|«r- 

took to give rae in a few tlay« a tl$or<itigli mt» llie iiilrigiien which 

are €onceale<l uiuler the neiitilog of thin new ^fininler/* lliitliaiii, 
Berlin; which, ant! how they have tieeii rotiroclwl, he wiyn, It will 
astoninh me to hear. Of all thin I aliall Inform your ilaje»|y 

in a letter of my own Imml being ever eager In aerve your Majesty 
alona/^ 

Ilothmn in now fairly gone, w-ei^H iign ; rniielialwl ft) l» 
now in Berlin,— to the horror of l«illi rooka* iirrt! k a 
croak from Nosii: 

To the Mere f#rf4riiA*ofc ol Hrrim 

Jjondon^ Apni 17'30* ^ ^ ^llotliam k no Kiirh amjtiror w they fiinry lit 
Berlin singular encnigh, how tliiw# Englkli are given In iiiitlervalua 
the Gormans ; whilst we in <imnm\y overvalue tliem * («ee?i# um imp 
mit0, they imp pwiiU), There k, for kwlanre, l^irit Cliiwterfiehl^ 
here for a fair-enougit kimi of man (fmt ami ** k a favourite willi 

the King"' (not with Walpole or the 'Queen, if Nmtl knew it); 'Mini 
nobody thinks him such a prmllgy aa you all do iiHterniiifiy/^-wlilrh 
latter hit of Germanism i» an undonhiial fmi; fmrimm eiioogh lo ilie 
.English, and to the Germans ihiil now re«i In .extiiirl lhaiica, 

Hotham, aa we wud, get to Iteilin «t> t5w Std of April 
From Berlin comet Uicn-tipim, at great length, «»rilW dmwp- 
tion by Grumkow, of that iniliatory lIoihmH Oiimer, April 
Third, with fearful details of the hliudjig favour Hotham is 
in. Which his Majesty (when Hotham Itand* it to him, in 
due time) will read witli {wiaful inlemtt j as llcichfnliach 
now does ; — but which to us is all mere puthile, oitiiasihle i« 
this place. 

To which sax! Strophe, there straightway follcws due Anti* 
strophe, Reichenbach croaking responsive ; and we aw to 
note, the rooks always fi{>eak in the thin! jw«>sori and by 
ambiguous periphrasis ; never once say * F or ♦ Yoii/ unless 
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forced by this Editor, for brevity’s sake, to do it. lleichen- 
bach from his perch thus hoarsely chants : 


To th(' Jlerr Crnmkow at Berlin 

London, ttth A$mL 'Mkiiishdiibnoh mt votip-drr/otidrt^,-^h struck by 
liglitning',— "to hoar tliofto BerHii nows and oxprcHsoK, in the style of 
a whipt ili)g, his sorrows^ uncertainties and terrors, on the occmsioin 
*fc)truck with lightning** Feel myself quite ill, and not in a condition 
to write much today* It re<|uirei another head than mine to veer round 
80 often (ohangor d mmmni do In fine, Mmii mi m km$ do sm 

iatin^ik at Ms wiFi end, poor devil) I Both Majesties have spoken openly 
of the favourable news from Berlin ; funds rose in coaseqmmce. New 
Minister* (Walpole come to the top of the Firm, Townshend soon to 
withdraw, impatient of the bottom) ^ is all-powerful now : 0 Umpora, 0 
mormT receive universal congratulatiouH, and have to smile ^ in a 
ghastly manner. ^ The King and Qtieen despise me. 1 put myself In 
their way last Levee, Imwing to the ground ; but they did not even con- 
dt^cend to look/ .Notre ^rtmd potiLmaitm/* little (Jeorge, the Olympian 
Jove of these parts, * jmssed on as If 1 had not been there/ Chesterfield, 
they aay, Is to go, in great p<m'ipi aa Amhnsimdor Extraordinary, and 
fetch the Frinccis over. And Alas, in short, Once I was Imp-haii- 
happy, but now Fm mccseriible 1 

London, lith ApdL ^ Slave Beiehcnlmch cannot any longer write 
secret la^ttera to his Prussian Majesty according to the old strain, of your 
prescriliing ; but must stand by hk vacant Olllclid Deipatches : the tcene 
being entirely changed, he also must change hk miinner of writing 
poor knave* *' He will have to Inform hia Majesty, however, by and by, 
though it is not safe at present, **-*'for example.— hii Britannic 
Miijeity l» becoming from day to day more hated by all the world ; and 
that the Prince of Walw Is no longer liked by the Public, as at first; 
batmuio he begins to give himself alra, and takes altogether the manners 
af hii Britannic Majesty, that is to my of a pup-py (pdUmukro ) ; let my 
Amiable** (Cfrumkow) ^^^bo aware of that**«- 

Yes, kt him !» nwam of that, to his comfort,— and still 
more, and all «ack» along with him, of what follows : 

'Mliichonbach llktwiii widi great confidenoe iiifo'rmi Ornate 
Confidant he hm In the world ** (same amiable Cirumkow), that he hm 
discovered within this day or two/* a ti^mendous fact, known to cmr 
readers' some time ago, *^*jnhat the Pnucc-Ki»yal of Prusda has given hii 
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wrliteii to ilm Nwm l« iiiirry siiylMMiy in iltii 

workl #x«apt tlia Frliiransi Amalia of Eit^lnioli ii»|*|> 0 ii wliat wiir' 
Mfijawty will raiui tiuH witb ii larril»la iutarant ! .Mtii'li iiaiirar 
to him Hum it l» to iih). ** In mnnhUn%tum «f whiah Er4»titi«i tiia i^mmi 
of Kjtiglaiul is inolamtood/' falHaly% liitvaair^waraii Ihiil thay 
at praiiotil, wk only tim of for llioir Priiiro ut 

Walen/' anti lat iha IhnUilo-Marriiii^a m iii« I*riw.i4iiin 

MajoHty wiwhaa ik **’ I^IoiiitiaNr tla Hairhaiiharh tihl fS4*t iA|»«itk tif tliln to 
liift PruHHian IVlitja»ty ; foaHn^ it too liangaromt ^ 

Ixml Towiwimiui Ii Htili at t%m pliiro iii tho l•tll^l^lry ** (Matiiliaiti in 
Norfolk): Imt it ii Haiti ha will romo to Ttniii ; Imvioic haitrtl tliii 

grout liowi tliiit tlioy liuti ulraatiy got hii ilfajosly hy tlia 

lioiithonhjtrh ft^rgoti if ha alrtmtly i«rmi»li«w that tIm ruimmr 
Lt»rcl C'liOHt or fmltii m t|uiil*ty of Amlowmlor Ut Itoriiii* k to lirlog tliti 
iViiiooHi tf'ilhohuina ovor hithor;*'- you liiti alroiitly* |«Kir ooiifusiotl 
wroteh; uiiiiitmlly howihlomi, aiol umlar frightlht rrlipno at immmt 

Coiilintiti after four ilaya : 

A^trii lUik * * * l4>rtl Btratfor*!* (it^ mo m\ mikimwn f*or<lolil|i) * mii 
Iloadi of Opptwithm wouhl likti to awwlaia what liotliiimk ollor to tlio 
King of Pnwiia i>/ 

Truly, yoi ; ilioy moim to iiak in l^arliiimoal (m |H«»r giimhlora in that 
(kn^kpit lira wont), Ami why di*i not you makii iho olfor imiiiior, thou ? 
Frion<l«hlp' with hl« IViiiwiau tot yoar, wmilii liavo iirvmi iho 

whole of that largo Wateri«|mut dmui iliti Moailow'i nf Climoi i Kiiy 
114‘Oti wa, a few moniha ago, have apeiit iurh loa«i« of giihl atitwliiwiiig 
tho«« IloHwumi iimi Danoa itgainil him? The trwwurim of Ihk Ikmitiry 
go a atriiugo rofoli lllr* Hpoakor I What k ilio um of our imitwirto 
ami riohoK?'^ Iloavcuw^ ym^ what! Iltii wo roiiliiiiit lo wir#r|ti ami 
iiitorprot : 

Eoiohoabioh ^ hiw mhi nothing of tlik to hln l*r«wl»it Iteirhiwo 

hacsli haiuot; too dangoroua In our prosmt t!t»Hupr*'':>so«l itatii :"*4liimgh 
amaaskigly oiact alwayn in tiewa* ami atlaelittl to hk i^r»l«i llajoily w 
mortal ioldom wm Niiod ha tor tlitir iitw lloiliwui lltiiii? Ikm mil 
tor llothaiiii not ha liimi haliig a miiti m wriful of Iriiili In liii 
Dare not, liowavor, now aomi any intfilllgfinoo alioiit the Iloyfil Kmmly 
hara ; Pru««ifin M^joity having ordtirtiii him mil to writ# goiwip like a 
«pitefiil woman : What k ho to do ? Inilrurt iiiiiii O my Amlalilo, 

^Know, for the re»t, and lie aware of it, H Ambhiti, tliiil 
Garolin© here I»of opinion, The AmlahliCIrunikow alioulfl lie ; 

and that Queen Bophie and llotimiii are ii«dii*it4ic«l 'to liave kiiiii trying 
it Do not abandofi ine^ O Amiahle ; my I know you will not, yon aiitl 
Seekendorf, never, though I m\ a poor n»m 
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Have found out a curious story, Mstoire fort about one of 

Prince Fred's amourettes.' Story which this Editor, in the name of the 
whole human species, will totally suppress, and sweep into the cesspool, 
to herald Reichenbach thither. Except only that this corollary by the 
Duchess of liendal may be appended to the thing ; 

^ Duchess of Kendal,'— Hop-pole Emerita, now gone to devotion, whom 
we know, piously turns-up her eyes at such doings, — ^thinks the Frinoess 
VTilhehnina will have a bad life of it with Fred, and that she ^^will need 
the wisdom of Solomon to get on here." Not a good bargain, this Prince 
Fred and his Sister. A dissolute fellow he, not liked by the Public ^ (I 
should hope). ^^Then as to Princess Amelia, she, who was always 
haughty, begins to give herself airs upon the Prince-Royal of Prussia; 
she is as ill-tempered as her Father, and still more given to backbiting 
(plus raiikuse)^ and will greatly displease the Potsdam Majesty." 

These are cheering thoughts, ^But what is to become of Nosti? 
Faithful to his Grumkow, to his Seckendorf— -to his pair of sheep-stealers, 
poor dog. But if trouble rise ; — at least do not hang me, ye incom- 
parable pair I' — 


The Motliam Despatches 

Slave Nosti’s terrors, could he see behind the scenes, are 
without foundation ! The tremendous Hotham Negotiation, 
all ablaze at that Charlottenburg Dinner, is sunk low enough 
into the smoking state, threabmiiig to go out altogether. 
Smoke there may still be, perceptible vestiges of smoke; 
which indeed, for a long time, fitfully continu^ : but, at the 
time while Nosti, quaking in every joint of him, writes these 
terrors, Hotham perceives that his errand is vain; that 
properly there has as good as extinction supervened. Apxil 
3d was the flame-point ; which lasted in its brightness only 
for a few days or hours. April is not gone, or half gone, 
when flaming has <iiiite ceased, and the use of bellows, never 
so judicious, is l)econnng desperate ; and long before the end 
of May, no red is to be seen in the affair at all, and the very 
bellows are laid down. 

Here are the epochs : riddled out of such a mass of extinct 
rubbish as human nature seldom had to deal with;^ — ^here 
are certain extracts in a greatly condensed state, from the 
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authentic wkminonn lioifmm IX%spa!chi*s mitt lh*,.j»(>nst*.s 
—•which may convenientiy lutiTrupi tin? Nn^ti Iliilibkment at 
thi» point 


T(i mff hm! Tumuxktmi ul f,mulm 

Eicdiciicy llctha.in imimiar (m a ictimtfy r<»ii4«^rw«l furfii). 

ikrim^ I2IA Ajmi i7Ai>. * * 'Of <ims or initewitrlliy piiala I hm% 
to iipprino joiir Bo mion » hh Bflajr^ly wm Mdmy, lie tlwit 

lie lifitl gmm too hr at tliat graial tiiiiiier iif l^ftnalay »*I4 ; anti mm lii very 
tid liirnjoiir in coir-rtiiiriM-H. Orowii-Prliiro Iwi wrilteii friiiii Piitoflam 
to liliBliter, mn hk Iter# Iwt Isba Eit^IWi mini p-l tt 

iwe {(k pmr qm k iwil ungkm m mm B«w Eliigal i*arwle^ wlm 

wa« a little v»gm ; h aking miitlew liln eoiplibritloii/* M^mif ta 
mill ttiBorck ami IvoyiiliauMoi, '*lf tliay want iitt Inmlil0-Marrlii|c#i ami 
la ’iltlach ait froat tlu' Kaim^r, Itl propose aliiiat Jlllleti 

mi BmgJ* Siti tlit wW In tk»t t|ujirter ? hm niu.l dfiroi to iiiii 
Mwohidl, a Prlvatft-Stcri'liMrj who it in mir inierswi ; I Ital# mf 
mad my Son hmtoi. mm; mm im hwt Mwmltr ;-^"4et lliiia maki Mm 
MatihaU^r (Vlcfr-itJifont) of llmiiowi, wllii lili Frltwtm ! C*omiiiIimten 
might h« madii«mit In tha Frlacem nmiii# ; propr cmidlllnni 

§%m% mad m on ■ KuyphauNim inggaito it could li« imm ' Knyph»mi«oj 
is troi to as : hat ha itmndii ^mlono" (not mioitoi hot cmnnol mocih ItoJp) ; 
^dooi not mvm «llr in th« ilTostl or AMr m y$V 

Ihnnce Friedrich to Im SMifuiltr in Ilarnntv witli liis 
English PrinwK?i? That wcmld mm tlie txfatiiiii of m 
.KHlnhlisInncnt for him at home, lliat hmi tent ?4iggi»5fotf liy 
the Knyj)hmi.s<*n m Hngli4 parly : and $m doiiiil it lool^l 
flat.UTjng to hiH Priimiari Maji?fity for inoiiieiiti* lltii miiy lit 
ealled Epoch finit after that griind fliarfnl'teidjtjiyj IJiiintr. 

Then m to the Nmii Afikir, in which Kityjiliiiii^iti * dii€» 
not atir m yetA~tht fact i% it warn only put into lityp* 
hatmenk hands the day btfort f iwterrfrijr, m we itawi cii««iiw j 
and KnyphanHcn n not m mirt about ft, «i wiiit art I Tfml 
Hotham Dc^patcli i,i of Wmim^lay Ittfi April Ami not 
till yesliinlay could dny Bickeni i^|»rt perfi>rjtinf.ire of tit 
other important thing. Captein Sny Wclei% a brisk Itanfly 
militaiy man, Seeretaiy to Buhourgay ttiii while |««t, 
*Has duly received from, Htad^inarte-p W§Mi^ 
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Grumkow documents, caught-up in St. Mary Axe ; has now 
delivered them to Knyphausen, to be laid before Ms Prussian 
Majesty in a good hour; and would fain (Tuesday April 
11th) hope some result from this step.’ Not for almost a 
a month does Hotham himself say anything of it to the 
Prussian Majesty, good hour for Knyphausen not having come. 
But now, in regard to that Hanover Statthaltership, hear 
Townshend, — condensed, but not nearly so much so, my Lord 
being a succinct man who sticks always creditably to the 
point : 

To the EocceUmcy Hotham at Berlin (from Lord Townshend) 

London^ 2 !Jth April ^ Yes, you shall have the Hanover Yice-regency. 
We will set-Tip the Crown-Prince Friedrich in Hanover as desired ; hut 
will give the Commission to our own Princess, that being more con- 
venient for several reasons : Crown-Prince, furthermore, must promise 
to come over to England when we require him ; item may repay us our 
expenses hereafter. As to Marriage-Portions, we will give none with 
our Princess, nor ask any with theirs. Both marriages or none.* And 
so enough. 

Alas, nothing came of this ; Prussian Majesty, in spite of 
thrift, perceiving that, for several reasons, it would not do. 
Meanwhile Grumkow, we learn from a secret source,^ has been 
considerably courted by Hotham and her Prussian Majesty ; 
Queen Caroline having signified from England, That they ought 
to gain that knave, — ^what price did he charge for himself ? 
But this also proves quite unavailing ; never came to pricing. 
And so, — ^hear Hotham once more : 

To Lord Townshend at London (from Excellency Hotham) 

Berlin, l^th April ^ ^ Grumkow is a thorn in my side : one would 

like to do him some service in return.’ '^Cannot you stop an Original 
Letter of his” (we have only deciphered Copies as yet) to that Reichen- 
hach or strong enough to break his hack ” ? — ^They will try. 

Hotham continues in next Despatch : 


^ supr^ (i8th April), p. 228 ; infr^, p. 234. 




snii’uiu:* K (>i (hk. vii. 

|ii»4 ii»|srll i» 

Jprii, * ^illi ; CViiii'ii vim 

finwiit : ilwii*lfiili|' Hi $mp r#iJii»i tirliiif iniii-iit j 

ii In |Im« IVirirr, will v^ri%hnn^ 

iiitirli g«M«| Ilf liiiii/* * lirwr IlMilinfn f IV'lin tiifp# thyn ti|'i 

Ilf niir IViii; ** If I »*** n*'4 itinrl* tlii« iriiMnif %l|i mm 

4 uf titilii It vrry wn r«ii|f| tiinii«^i« ifm 

j Imt tiil« lirumitnw* ilm*- ii* 

»lr«in|C mum^h ? 

Aliw, (mm ili«* miiin «*rri»i mum^P \mtth wilfiin n 
tliiit (Jiniiiknw'n Imrk in vrry utrni?,^; Ilit? lV4iiirrriJ*iirlifiritt!iit 
ill full filiwt; lignin* mul NTkrndtirrn C.fiiiriii'H fu 

Viniiiiii with tfir >ny lii« IwikM 

Htmr tipmi llutiuiiii*’ ur dm^ iiul lm:ilc itli ; nill tml it¥«ii 

?*janik wiifii Itt m%^ liiiH ii m^mm sli^li liWi^ C'liii 

it kt U'liiuglil tliiii WiV lilmmlily in tiwt »f tin? biiln^i nr 
ntlufr fiivdiuplrtuunb ^ill miw nmil wiili filn Mnjis^ty P 

&mfd mui imi IVr/i ini# (kt Mmii^immkmp fry'imJnur 

aui^ihi up m *¥l» M*9p}i Jjt 

lint- lit tliii jnutil ltd i,Hir Tw# liwik« twnmmnmj n lit lit : 
Nnulif W'i tlii? wn Irfl qriAliujr in rvrry jitiiil nf lilm 

mui gowi wm filiiirnit at lli# ilttfir, Iwil nltlirtifil Ninti 

kiinwii it, (Intmhm'n ulriiln '.m! liy ii« nil tlib 

wliil«:% h ill gt?ii«Ti*l» ttliiiimt pmr dmm llin lilfiat nf tlwl, 
IliilJttttu Diiiiiur wrrd «*ff Inin rt^jwiilniit liitiidnrliif: • 
diiii't four ! Nfiy nflur n lt»rttilg}ji.t m w'l* it It »g»ki : « ! 
Wi »i «ll rigl'itP *r«iliiimi ■* l*iifliiiiii«it ninl lliif lluynl 
lumginntitui itmkiiig itirli |m»gnm tlifo it illll lint tlit 
third wetk liiioi timt gimiid llititi«r nl ; 

7h ifiP E^cdkm of ijmJm (frnrii 

||#rflri| SM Jftril ** Iltig wm$^ k$ gm fi4 mf Itii llliliil* 

mlitft, ** wlii# iifrwa nflf, iritis kw (mu ifm 

liMlIfTf, kM0, ^utl uiibt.ffy hw^wklp lli«it Hi till «f 

^ ###!, tttfil (*pli April), p, y| 4 * 

•Tto if OM of ite muimmu yunirhuiUA Iim §m i §^% 
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him I) — judge what a treat that will be to a Prince of Wales^ who has 
his amourettes ! All is rights Nosti^ is it not ? 

Berlin^ 25fh April ‘ King declared to Seckendorf yesterday again^ 
He might write to the Kaiser^ That while he lived^ nothing should ever 
part his Maj esty from the Kaiser and his Cause ; that the French dare 
not attack Luxembourg^ as is threatened; and if they do — I Upon which 
Seckendorf despatched a Courier to Vienna. 

As to Hotham^ he explains himself upon nothing/ — stalks about with 
his nose in the air^ as if there were nothing farther to be explained. ^ I 
spoke yesterday of the Single Match, Wilhelmina and Prince of W ales ; 
Eng answered, even of the Single Match, Devil £y away with it ! ' — or 
a still coarser phrase. 

Meanwhile the Queen, though at the end of her eighth month, is 
cheeiy as a fish in water ; ^ and iways forms grand projects of totally 
ruining Seckendorf, by Knyphausen’s and other help.” ^Hotham yes- 
terday, glancing at Nosti no doubt, said to the Sieur de Potsdam* (cant 
phrase for the King), ^ That great Princes were very unlucky to have 
ministers that durst not show themselves in good society ; for the result 
was, they sent nothing but false news and rumours picked-up in coffee- 
houses.” ’ 

‘ Coffee-houses ? ’ answers Reichenbach, by and by : ^ Reich- 
enbach is in English society of the first distinction, and 
receives visits from Lords and Dukes. This all the world 
knows ’ — to be nothing like the case, as Townshend too has 
occasionally mentioned. 

At any rate, continues Grumkow, ‘ the Queen's Husband said, aside, 
to Nosti's Friend, see he is glancing at Reichenbach ; but he won't 
make much of that (cynically speaking, ne fera que de Veau claire).** 
Hotham is by no means a man of brilliant mind, and his manners are 
rough : but Ginkel,’ the Dutchman, ^ is cleverer {plus souple), and much 
better liked by Nosti's Master.' 

Aisttistbophe soon follows ; London Raven is himself again ; — ^Nosti 
loquitur : 

London^ 25th April * * ‘ King has written to me, I am to report to 
him any talk there may be in the Court here about his Majesty? My 
Amiable and his Seckendorf, need they ask if Nosti will, and in a way to 
give them pleasure.^' * * 


^ Wilhelmina has this too, in a disfigured state (i. 233). 




SS4 .SininVUK(’K of DorBl.K.MARKIAOK fUK.vn, 

|a4 ftl«y 

Stwiwii (alligro |Ih» Ummt itr Itoiik, i^lio lit# iiiil y«i li^itrcl 

th# »!«»?#) ;'-«4lnimkow imiutiur ; 

fMin, tBih JpriL *’ * ^ Wnmg nut li^ writ# 'ffit^rliilriiiig ii#wi itm 
Engliili ikmri «,» Eifig ^*krj« it 

^ Wlifit yo!i mtf of tho frinfi**4loyiil ttf Fniiiilii’# writing to tlio 
of Kiigkiwi, k vory riiri<ni« ; mtil yotn «ll*i wolf to wf fiothifig of It to tlii 
Fiithor ; tlw tlilog Witg of oxtroma ti»l Hit |»foof fiilllinilt, 

Hut It wimi Hkoly, Ami f iiimfiiwtod wiwotliirig of it t«i liii 
the clay hofere ywterclny ' {J^Tth April l7Hlh tlwroforo ? ihm aitonoutiry 
gknee ef Ilfiiwircl InUi the 1oh»o«oF«riii«iieitt), *»f»f a thing I had 
hmriied from a icpy ' (aurh my pretimr#* t > Ncwtl) npy * »h«' k the iittl- 
mute frieml of linyphauwit ami playn traitor ; yoti may faiiry Unit it 
atniok terribly/ Yw i * Ami hlii Majoity lini iiwhtd mmr e|MWi lioilwm 
erer aliiee ; iiul pawed ahoee an hour in eoilm|tiy willi Hm^keinlerf and 
III iight Iwtli of Enfliah llolham ami Hiitrli iSItikel itltlwtil 
log to them* 

* It wii triii enough whit Mimtl heird of the fair ipwiiii, 

and Iletham*% to tlie IVItiid of HmU* lint il k all emiwl ; the 

weeki age, heltig In ¥iiii : Ilethiiiii tee, after lem# ei»lllU«, aoemi new 
imilfferaiit ** h« alwaya writiw it* oofylng the Ifidlitiitct 

gurgle of 111 # own !u»rfio-cli;4!rc‘t) imii pur 0 ** (wheit of it 

thimblerig* on tlieir |mrt)* 

* Aclmirahlo ftory, that of thlnm hVed'i anioiiretlo * ('Htfit to the eeaw 
pool hy ui, herilii of Iteiehenlmeli thither) ; * let hit hlajtwty know It, hy 
all meini. What tit# Dnehwii of Eenclil " (liiii tail feiitik In ospinmlve 
hroemirw, with gilt prayerhcmki, ¥i»lh!f In ilie hmly to Neail at that lime), 

what the Duehwi of Kendal aaya ic^ yon la porlfrily Jn«t ; mil i« tli# 
Frlneeia U'ilhelmina l« ¥ery liMeiikliig* hf,ir ymi 

dog F)i * I believe ahe will have a liad llle of it* the frktra of Wilw Iwtlng 
Mcniitomeci to daintier meiitii* Vm truly, $lm will, m lli« Unelie^'. «yi, 
to hi wiaer than helomen*' to eoimillale tli» liiiffioiiw iowfi 
thwi (M ba$) witii ih« genlna of hla Fniinlini Majesty mnl 4|ntwii. "■-’** A» 
for your Prlneiwi. Amtlli, depeiid il, wliilt tlie Ibntitiiwidaiit of 
Fotidiim llv«, ihi will ntvtf got held of tlie Ffltifii4li*yal| though lit 
ii io ftirioiiily tftkin wiA thw Brilmiilo * 

[ContinuM ; In imiwir to i Hmitl H\w ! Caw T wlileh w# owltj 

Beriin^. M Mup, *Wkh yen had net told iti* Klitg m |wi|lv«ly that 
the English say# it ihdl hi Itouhi# Mitoh or iiofitw llolhaw «l«l I# Iht 
Swtdiih Amhiii^en Itotohmhadb, w*Ikti^ §» Hit diwrl, would giti 

himself 1 flnt knock on tfm nojio (auntU mn furku.v fdfd mm% 

or ifj thing wm dent ^nlto othirwim'* H'livti a rmilow whit yiw 

wrlto*^ 
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lath May 1730] 

Pooh, pooh ! Hotham must have said ^ if,’ not ‘ when ’ ; 
Swede is quite astray ! — And indeed we will here leave ojSF, 
and shut-down this magazine of rubbish ; right glad to wash 
ourselves wholly from it (in three waters) forevermore. 
Possibly enough the Prussian Dryasdust will, one day, print 
it in ewtenso^ and with that lucidity of comment and arrange- 
ment which are peculiar to him: exasperated readers will 
then see whether I have used them ill or not, according to 
the opportunity there was ! — Here, at any rate, my reader 
shall be free of it. Indeed he may perceive, the negotiation 
was by this time come to a safe point, the Nosti-Grrumkows 
triumphant, and the interest of the matter mainly out. 
Farther transient anxieties this amiable couple had, — ^trace- 
able in that last short croak from Grumkow, — lest the 
English might consent to that of the ^ Single Marriage in 
the mean time’ (which the English never did, or meant to 
do). For example, this other screech of Nosti, which shall 
be his final last-screech : 

London, 12th May. ^Lord Townshend alarmingly hinted to me : Better 
have done with your Grumkow-and-Seckendorf speculations : the ill- 
intentioned are perfectly sure to be found-out at the end of the account ; 
and their tools will get ruined along with them. Nosti endeavoured to 
talk big in reply : but he shakes in his shoes nevertheless ; and with a 
heart full of distraction exclaims now. Save yourselves, save me I — If 
Hotham speak of the Single Marriage only, it is certain the Prince- 
Royal must mean to run away,* and so make it a Double one in time. 

Yes, indeed 1 But these were transient errors. The day 
is our own, my Grumkow ; yes, our own, my Nosti : — and so 
our Colloquy of Bookeries shall be suppressible henceforth. 


His Majesty gets Sight of the St,-Mary-Axe Documents ; 
but Nothing follows from it 

We have only to add what Hotham reports (Berlin, May 
6th), That he ^ has had an interview with his Majesty, and 
spoken of the St.-Mary-Axe aflTair ; Knyphausen having found 



‘ijifi j^mru HrcK <n-‘ iMjriti.K MAiUiiAiiK fisK, vsi, 

^ ^ ixp 

a wioiiieiit til lay %t Iwfim? In^i Afiijrily/ Hu iliiit ttit^ nitini! 
Emir{)t» frinii Ht* Miiry Axi* fall liiil llir hut .||it 

aliwe, litid ninny nunv mipjirr-^swi liy n*, ■ arr in liis ."^Injrstv « 
liiiiuh: tiriil lit* k Inifiv ultidying tlivin ; ^^ilh it i» liki'lvi |ti‘ii. 
ihutr ibcnii iii iiii nnnaiHi Tiifinmi'riirliniiiriit. inin tif l|ir:?iif 


i'\ t 'u!n»';N J 

WIint tlin nf thn myni firm»| nrrv liiinii^^ t!w 

|Hntwiil cif IliiH r-\l Ms >:■.!•■ ilnilii||iir *if till,?, rtiiiii? 

ill Itiin ilirnngh St, Alnry Anr f Silniiifnlil jirtihafilv : nniin. 
fiihl, t|ur=J uinufilf* ; Inti mil Irn^giriil, nr nnl triiiiirdii'ilriv mi. 
rfi'li-iinly it IM dntinnliln fi.H tin* jiiiltri«| tnilililr ; iiii trmmtm 
vij4ilitn in it,, iinr winitnirtivr : Inil il !/•?.:; m- 

iliraiiWi wert! Iiin Miijisty mmliil. llmt Ins i» »iiiijrr| 

to nfiie in Itii nwii iimwi ; tuiy lltnt rrrliiiii fiartiw iln »riii 
to fancy ilmy liavii gnl liiii Majimly liy iJn^ ami mp {njiing 
tniifei with till myn to hii liaiiriiig tlii?rrltn llii* i» » fiait'ifnl 

thmigliti wliidii I lielicvifi ilinig iniirfi ttgitaiif im niiw 

aiict iifti^rwartk .A {minfn! Iliniiglit nr riiiiig 

^cimctiinm (in that trnnj.rr.nHru! cif In ll$i? |iitr!i «f Itw 
horriblit* I tMihtn'i? it uri’4'-i«n;.-4!K, rvi?r limirrfnrth, 
hannting tli 0 highly jnictic tinfij«?rainriit cif tii,# tmt 

mw c|ttili Iiiiii lignin nt al! ; utalkiiig alwaym,, iiiiw mni tliitiit 
through tho vnoimt i*hiitnla?nt iif lii» iiiiinh in wlmt wp tuny call 
the ui|, 5 ht-M’n=.-<Ju (nr iiinit pf mililinlr atiil '.i? -il 

rofleciinnh- tfioiigh in fitmy agiitii (iii «! ,»ii ip 

»p»k) ki impnf.irnt!y fmm hint I^Mir Jifajimly ! 

^hil fignrr (.irmttKMn, fignrn ilio 1 Vili!tirrpd.*iirliaiiii?til wlirit 

Maj»ty laid Uim l*a{wt» on tho ’1 «W»! ! A Itmmtd ttf iimt 
night would b® wortlt wiMlitig. 'Hwn, i» noit* uf 

interrogation on hi* Majenty** faro what a phliiMrf ill lilt 
ImnI imckery ey«i of Feldmifiiieiitw 8wkrn«l..rf, • Jumi Nru * * 
No doubt, an aatoniftbiici Nu’!.:-*;,; 

but brami of fax will now mw Ui« i,.?;..-;,...! HoiwiitmWe 
Gflatleman tliuni ; but in that haj»|dly b« k iiwl 

Of ©ourw Groiakow donbw Uw l^rttaw {«.!«! ?>',*»*. TMero 
f<Mgeirii^ thaw, of tite Engliiih Couil, t^lottiiig to min ywar 
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mil Wny iTjcif 

MajctHty's fftitlufu! servant, atui hriiig-iu other servantH thm/ will 
like twtter! May have wriltai to lleiehenbach, naY,itulee(l 
has, this or that trifling thing : hut those Uopyisls iu Ht. Mary 
Axe, * tli'ciphering,’ — gfirhliiig, lunnufaelnring, till they make 
a ronianee of it,— alas, yonr Majesty ? Nay, at any rate, what 
are the Is-tters? (Jrmiikow can pksul that they are the 
foolishest inMignilleniit r«l)!>ish of Cuurt (<o.ssi[>, not lemling 
any hiul road, if they have a leiulfuev. I’hat they arc aclapled 
to the natnn* of the beast, and of the situation, — this he will 
earefully abstain from n'utnrking. 

We ijave no Hmmmd of tins Session ; all i« conjecture and 
tohac«»-8moke. What we know is, not the least effect, except 
an internal trouble, was produced on the royal inind by the 
St. Miirv Axe Di.seovery. Stnne <(ue8tion then^ might well be, 
inarlieuiatt-ly a« yet, of Gnunkow’s fi<lelity, at least of his 
diseretion ; stasis of .suspicion as to Gnuuktov, whieh may 
spronl u|) by and l»y ; resolution to keep one's tiye t»n Grumkow. 
Hut llu' first practical fmit of the matter is, fierce jealousy 
that the hhiglish and their olitpie do really wish to interfere 
in (Hir ministerial appoinimenls ; so that, for the prescmt, 
Gnimkow is firmer iu his plm-e than ever. And privately, wo 
need jiot doubt, the mailer eonlhuHis painful to his Majesty. 

One thing is certain, prcci.a ly a week after, his Majesty, ~ 
much fluctuating in mind evitiently, for the Document ‘has 
laa-n changtal l!mH» or four tinwn within forty-eight hours,’ — 
p«!j«‘»l.H lids filial answer to llolham. Which nms to this 
effect (‘ outriigcutts,’ as llotham tlefines it): 

* 1 *. For tlaitovoraial yotir ({real Jitierality on that Kconi, much ohligcid ; 
hilt upon nwiMwiileratloa think it will mt il<», 2 *. Marriage Prince 
of Wale* t« Wiiliclntiiia, t Viment with iilwwnre. .T. Marriage wwnd, 
(.'«twn-l*rim» FrWrieh with yenr Amelia, “ fer that also we are extremely 
wishful, Mid trunt It will one day take effect ; hut first these Heville-Treaty 
matters, ami differenees hetwemn the Kaiser and allied Kngllshand French 
will r«p«ir« to bii pnlletl straight j that done, we will treat shout the 
terms of Marriage tmttd. One indlspcnsahle will he,— 'Dwt the English 
guarantee our 8 u«»»ii«i in •flllich wud lierg.' ' 

» Hotham’* Despatch, iith May 1730. 



2.‘}H smi’WHKClv Ol-' DOI’HLK-MAHIUAGK (itK. vii 

iijUi May 

* OuirH^cons ’ inclei*d ! - (Vown Prinn* sciuPs with 

this, a loving mossnge bv llothnin, (if eanuvstly (i(;prt*tHting 
teuoi% io the BriUuuii* Mfyesty ; Mirgs liis Hritaruiir M.njrst v' 
iiu)t to tlu‘ King's Proposals, whatever they niav 1 h‘, 

this for poor Sister VVillu^IminaV sak<*. ‘‘ I’Vir thnugli he, th(‘ 
(Vt)wn“Pri!U'<% Wiis (h^ternnneii to lose his liiV soont*!' fliau 
niarrv anvluxlv hut the Princess Anii*!ia, V(‘t if this Negotiation 
were hroloai off, his Fatht^r wouhl go to ejitrtanit ies to foree 
him and his poor Sh.t(*r into other engngtauents/'' ' Wliiidi, 
alas, what cvin it avail with the lhatannic Mujesty, in regard 
to sti(*h oulrngt'otts Propositions troiu tlie IVu^sian? 

Britannie Maj(*sty's Ministry, as nlwavs, an>w<T'i hy return 
of ( '()uri(‘r : d/m/ Both Murriagr-i, or none: Sevilli* 

has no eoui'era with W/i, more than with out*: Jtdich 

and Berg, of which latter iudeid we ktiow nothing, nor 
(^amlv tii llotham) mean to know.'' Wherein llotfiam per 
reives that it is as good to tlirmv away the ladlows, and con 
sidor the mailer ('X.linct. I lot ham make * rt*ady for an 

Fxcnirsiou into Saxony, to a thing calleil (’tin:p nf Radcult”,^ 
or KnCdmpvittit ai liadnat': x a Military Speetaeh* of ne*. er 
iinaginiHl niagnili<’ence, to ht‘ given by Angtid the Str^mg 
thms whiilua' all tin* world is crowding -and ron iders anv 
Business Inr had at Berlin to la* as gooti a,> done, 

Hvid(‘ntly h'n(‘dricli Willndm has not tH*eti natch wrought 
upon hv lln* St.Marv Axe I lotaunent . ! ( )ni* week thev hau* 

la*en revolving in tin* royal mind ; part, of a ucek in the 
Smoking IVirliament (we kianv not vWtat day tliev \v( rr kssi 
on the tal)le tluTe, hut it must have been a grant! (Ui innser 
within those walls!) attd this already (Ma\ Idlli) i> |}je 
n*sitlt arriv<*d at: Pn>j)o,siiions, changed thr*** t»r four kn 
witliin forty (*ight hotirs, and tlefinahle at la.4 .le * uu!!.esA»a ' ; 
which induce Mothani to lay down the h- !!t>w and ps t-arf iu 
go his ways. Our Sf.-Mary-Axe dia'o\erv :..r'en,,', to liaw- no 
effect at all ! 

' ^ nc‘i]Mtch, • ty 
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tine oUier public r«ult there is from it, and as yet one 
only : Heichcnbach, ‘ from a'rtein causes thereto moving Us 
(<i«i g’fii'imii Urn Ikw^t'/ulrn Gr&mlm)' gets a formal 
lA'tter of Ilwall. Ostensible Ijctter, dated Iteliii, 18th May, 
and signal I'Viixlrich Wilhflm ; which the Knglish may read 
for their comfort. Only that along with this, of the same 
date and .Htgnatnrc, iutcndwl for Rcichcubach's comfort, the 
same Is-athcr Hag brings a Private I .etter (which Dickens or 
another has conlrivctl t<» g»jt sight of and copy), a{)pri.sing 
Itfichenlaich, 'Plmt, Moostensihly, his proceedings are approved 
of ; tliat he is to conlimie at his post (ill fnrthcr orders, all 
the same, ‘ and ktwp watch on these Marriages, about which 
there is such delmting in the world {mmm in (hr WtU m tml 
tMuttiiti wirti ) ; things la-ing still in the same slate as half a 
year ago. 'Unit is to say, I am rca<ly for my D.-nightcr’s 
Marriage with the Prince of Wales : Imt for my Hon, ho is too 
y<mng yet ; uml Imi mt damit krim Kik, nril uh (htihh wxh 
*«•»'* tS'tihtit hah {nor is then* miry haste, as I have, thank God, 
two other sonit,' — aiKi a Hurt! coming, if I knew it) -• — * besides 
one {nili',jieiisahle condition will Ik', that the English guaraulw 
,hdich and Iterg,' which {wrhaps they are notin the least hurry 
for, either 

What dm*# the Knglish Court think of that? Dated 
* Iterlin, 1 Hth May ’ : it is the same day when his Majafcy's 
malurisl Pnipu ot., ‘changal lhrit« or oflener within the 
fort y < i;dif hours,’ Were hiuKhal to Holiiam for transmission to 
hi* ('ourl. An inlewssting I leather IJag, this Ordimu’y from 
ihtrUn. Iteirhenlwch, w« obwjrve, will gt;t his slnirc of it 
mime ten day* after that alarming ndnike from TownsheJtid ; 
and it will Wflieve the {K»or wndch from his worst terrors : 
» t»o on with your < ave'.dio|>|>ing. lut l«‘for«f you alarmed 
wiiftch ! 'n«*ro doiw one Deg«mfeld by and by, a man 
of ijottor quality (and on sjaatiai Innate, m we shall see) 
come and superM-de jwor Nostl, and »«id him home;™ 
there they give Nmiti «»i«« exigttou* Pension, with hint 
to dl-upp.-ar forevemiore, Whiii be dooii living only 



840 SllirWHKCK OF IMn'm.K-MAIlKIAOE fBK. vii. 

ti«»e fur liii Lifeiiiiirk in tliv 

History of MiiiikiticL 

Whiit the 'Eiiglwh Atwwor to lih Miijesty i lVo|MWili iif 
Berlitti May IJJthi Wit hitve nlmtily * loiiiitaii 

May,' prtjl)al>!Y few lioiim after the tkiiirier iirrivriL 
Ilolhaiiii well anficipating what it w«ai!il l>e% iilreittty, m 
we plinmal it, ^Ifdihdown the Intlkiwn'; left the 
m eHHeiilially extinct and mm for thct lit 

Kaih^wil/.,' Britamiu' MajfNfy ht'ing nnxiuns to la.nr wlifil 
h'nedrii'h Wilhelm and August ilu* Strong on hiuid 

Mu‘n‘. 

‘ dlie Kitig IVusNUi's atui u;uit of rrsolufioin" 

writrs Hotham ( Boriin, 2(Hh Mhv ), ‘ will hiudrr tiirn fn>ni la ing 
either very ti.seftd t<4 his iVieiul., or very ftn*tnul{il>le to hi * 
(‘ueinieH.' And from the same jiluee, just alMnil tjuittiug t! 
for Undewii/, lu* writes agniin evaetly a \\vi*k afti*r (' Itetliiu 
ii7lh May'K to enelose (’opy of a remarkable Letter; reuuu'k. 
able to us also; but whiela bi‘ kmuvs au<l ^'^e, eannot iidluenrr 
the English Answer now elose at liand. Ilrrt* i tb< eoj«i< d 
L(‘lt 4 ,‘r ; c()|)i(*d in (Juy I)i(‘keie/ baiei ; ■ irom uhit h ue 
I nmsInUv— and also will give the lu itdnal I'Vt m h in I hi 
ins lances for laftoof tif the euriou:. : 


7o his ICirrlii'itti/ tht {'litviilur I lathi 
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mk Wiy 17^*1 

l%mit»mitimi 0 j 0 endMfiU*U mudmi. mku^ fimr k Mnrkg^ de mu Smur 
mmi tiup4}\u'ant, #?| m pkni dtmmndrr uu Hm mukmmi msurancm 
mm mfii, ittiuiuni pirn qm* m$ fmmk u*yfaU rim : m0t qtmjn k$ 

fmimmm' qmfui uu Utn mmt (hivk, tk m pmuiw jmmm d*mdm 

i^pMmr qu 0 MU Mmmtk Jiik k Prinvimr Jft md$ nmfwmmmdn 

IMir&lp, i|iil imurmjtiir 0 rkmir via pUMrm qm ikn m Jk tl moi 

tmuM k prtfmHMp ' 0 i ii rtmM pamm m mmriir mitf* (kmr ; Mjn 

iuuriii kiiir mu prmiirsM^* Jr irtiii? itHKjmtrM tmti 4 

* Fit^siNbtKi/ ^ 


Iwlifivft it k uf Ihi^ liwt tliiit I «hcniltl write Ui 

ymi ; mul I mn wy md Id tiiva thiiigi* te wy wiiirJi I aught to coneeiil 
Iriitn ftll tJid dtrlli. Hot dim miiiit tiika iimt W aoiI rackoiihig 
fail iiitdiig fiiy IVteriil«i I tim tmm ««ily raiialfa to ojit-n my.srlf to you, 
♦11m im»d ii thin : I aiti trmt»d in an nnlnmrchaf nianimr by tha King; 
anil I kiidw lliara m tarrllib things in jird|mratian agaiiwt me, iourhing 
rarlulii ldllar« wliirh i wrote la^it winter, of wlilrli t bollava y<m nra 
iitf**rtnw|, In a want* tdi|H%k frankly to you, tbo roal hurrot roiwan why 
Ihd iiliig will ii«4 rdst^ruf. to Marringo in, 11mt im winhaH to koa|) mo 
iiti i Inw fddtiiig rdtwtiiiilly, atitl to hava tim |iowdr of ilrhing ma mail, 
whidifwor llm wlilm lakon him, Ihronghaut bln Ufa ; thtw Im luwar will 
gifd bin aaiwdiit* If il word |Hii*»ihlo that yon mt ymr »Uh amiltl aojinent 
lliai ymir IVIttfoPi t«id ilidiihl Im to unrti yon may 

W'dII «4»fn|4fvlidi«l tliiii J alidiihi tm vary fual to bring iniwwy an a 
W'htiiii I d«Uwitfi| aufl Id rMnaln alwaya In Iho »aina ateta m now, 

♦tnir itiy awn |«ri, lIrrralMrdi I la^kno It wonhl ha letter to anmlinla 
my Marriiigd in llm tirat |4atmi ami not ovan to mk from tlid 

iiliig any iftuiiranraii in raganl to tnlno ; ilia rathar as lti» wawi hm nothing 
to ltd with it : Il la rimiigh Ihiii I Imra ralterite ill# promiHOM ivhich i 
liftvo iniiiid la tlm Kltig my Umslo, Nmm to liko aiiollmr wlfo 

limn Iii« Uniiglitef tlm Iteinm^ I aw a peraon of tny 

W'ortl ; will jilmlt hi »bld Id bring ahimt whal I wil forihi provhioil thoro 
|« irtiil jsiil ill nm, I |iri»nlait It. you ; awl now' yon way givn yintr Clinrt 
iitillea Ilf it ; awl I atiall iwiiiagt u% iiw|i niy |irdwl«o* I rtwmln ymm 

%is Citiwis4*riiirif| for W'lUirluumt's afiko ftiici fwr|lKMJj\ 
ii iiiiiitinw tiniy alitittlii agn^ to tlie Siiiglt 

ill tii« iiiteriiii i liiit ttte Etigliili tkiurt,— for no imp 
mwiib oliitiy Immo^ littk Cliwp iif«l tli« wWoi of 

I riffU-f j Dr'-i-AiJir-i, fdh »li l» Sir Cfmrto 

n .*3 iterlte, ^* 7 fb mh M4v isrph 

vti|„ Ii* ft 
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filaiKling grandly imwovnhle upon his fwl <itr< r, ui wi- wonltl 
hear of that. Winch was an angry thought to l!»* frown- 
l*rii«'e in after times, as we soinetimc* notice. 

Here, to the like eifwt, is another Fritginent from his 
Royal Highness, copietl in the Dickens hantl, and encloM'd 
in the mime Despatch from ilotham ; gi'ing ns a glance 
into the inner workshop of his Royal Ilighttess, iunl hi* hithien 
assitluitics and cndeuvouritiJts at that ti*ite : 

^ $mmT^ rrDir,F je pml imi! m qm p imns §mm fulm 

n^tmir tmn pimt; mniM tan nm msnwr^iirni m tkh»r» : tm 

f«Vii iakm (igir mt irwiVr* p fend iPn fmd *m»i rmmif it? 

Itl par mm mmmr mimrii, fii# p m$m imi 4 mm, 

* E/ 

* . , . Yoxt mny t will si!l my rtmmtrm f,# In my 

|il?m ; \nii i\u^m ^vi!i uo c»nttv;ir4 vi .tlilD : If avd nif !.«* jm i in t!f 'i 
%vu}% I will inyt-iFlf Misfft*>,Ntully htiui.* it ihnutiL'UH I « id! I>v /i/Mnt ii, .-ui 
yoR, tlmt 1 fun ytttit's 

Whicli priultn'i's tm fllivt ; tin* \ir.v « i 

" Ht>th Marmi^t* » ur iMim / 

And (Imhi, w!di| Hu* MufliUti ud ua* it*? 

(iood UulHHirtjjav is hi»nH% isH'nflt’d uttunl a Hitti;!!! jiyr', 

Iht" snke of his Itonlthd* ^niinl old tn ijl It ni ut, tf ’.t r !*« hr* 
hiviinl of iti Dijjlontntir lli .lnrv Ihiht t’U vt? u? m 

llu* lirst. duvs Muy ; nutl thr tiurts!!* i'^ ir-*!:- on', ‘aJd'U 

tIoUM’Un is oir lo lho<\ttop ttf ; !«. -.i'i 1:?;;,/' hr. 

iioo, as il wo.n\ eKlitirh 'To thr vs..ii.»h- t»t thr llrs'hu 

jmldio /jciamraUy ; to Iho nt <4 a 

i^oplius of flit* (*rttwtt-lviut*i* Utal sonu* othri>» ' .tir4. It* '';|'rak 
of WiUmhiuim's h’olings, wlitrh an* ntsktanui to un 

U<‘grt4.fttl litTliij, WillM'liiiiua ami Matioon tlu- 

oUusrji, hath by nrtndvoi, ni ihe*o th jt iifii rijfUUi4fiiD r,n a 
jitranp:t^ fri>m iVm Ht‘avi*tDi provided thfim oor ni|/h!, d* 
w(‘ may be pennitfoti to imiiw it hvrr. !^Iotjda), May ; 

* Towatthcmr:. j«4i{c DoiiaU. h i-i IsHii, A; r; 
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— and poor Queen Sophie, we observe withal, is in the hands 
of the Monthly Nurse since Tuesday last I ^ 


St Peter'' s Church in Berlin has an Accident 

Monday £9th May 1730, Friedrich Wilhelm and the 
Crown-Prince and Party were at Potsdam, so far on their way 
towards Radewitz. All is peaceable at Potsdam that night : 
but it was a night of wild phenomena at Berlin ; or rather of 
one wild phenomenon, the ‘Burning of the SancUPeters Kirche^ 
which held the whole City awake and in terror for its life. 
Dim Fassmann becomes unusually luminous on this affair 
(probably an eye-witness to it, poor old soul) ; and enables us 
to fish-up one old Night of Berlin City and its vanished 
populations into clear view again, if we like. 

For two years back Berlin had been diligently building a 
non-plus-xdtra of Steeples to that fine Church of St. Peter”’s. 
Highest Steeple of them all ; one of the Steeples of the 
World, in a manner ; — and Berlin was now near ending it. 
Tower, or shaft, has been complete some time, interior fittings 
going on; and is just about to get its ultimate apex, a 
‘Crown-RoyaP set on it by way of finis. For his Majesty, 
the great iEdile, was much concerned in the thing ; and had 
given materials, multifarious helps : Three incomparable Bells, 
especially, were his gift : melodious old Bells, of distinguished 
tone, ‘ bigger than the Great Bell of Erfurt,’ than Tom of 
Lincoln, — or, as brief popular rumour has it, the biggest Bells 
in the World, at least of such a tone. These Bells are hung, 
silent but ready in their upper chamber of the Tower, and 
the gigantic Crown or apex is to go on ; then will the basket- 
work of scaffolding be peeled away, and the Steeple stretch, 
high and grand, into the air, for ages it is hoped. 

Far otherwise. On Monday evening, between eight and 
nine, there gathered thunder over Berlin ; wild tumult of the 

^ ‘Prince Ferdinand’ (her last child, Father of him whose fate lay at Jena 
seventy-six years afterwards), ‘ born 23d May 1730.’ 
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W#y rf0 

elaiientJ : tluiiii!i*rlio!i Mlirkt? it* i!t«* 

uiifiniHlicHl in Ibt^ iif %liirti nitii tt;? 

iioliwi a lights itH of n >\iu\ or ^mtky of tiir »iiii ; tiini 
Hirnightw?n\ in fipilo of tin* rniii torriiit^^* tlii'rr l:iiir'»4^oiiil 
of Ikinr* i!.!r ; griimt jiriilitioi !«♦ 

Thi* liiVHtrnnrH i»mU Ihv ii!fi'nii4'?i4k rltiignj, anit 
miHOil Iit4: ; all ikrtiii ’■••hT:‘-:;;,i!r-rr thrro, fi!l iiigiit» in \imi, 
Surh voluna*H of j^iooko ; MJjo lut'ioro^* '^nr filnvk lo* if )oii 
liful hung I'lain ^vifli iittn‘t'rtot!i : * »ia'‘h iMnring of 

* VOU rook! hiOo pi'-kn! a? •' ii ruj^prr doit nt itir ilo4:iiirv 
of HOO vurdn/ ! * ^%loil !iiv»iog fnr i% lloil 

lloit IH th«* a-o * ■ log inrllllig, Hirrr tlirV 

viiulnli, tki'ir lino lo-vi-r to k* friiil inorr* iiin! i»«/r 

llirotigli tko mitiol ntiiH * llo» 4 i" 4 i ^ht * * tlir ki^i !ii''rtrii 

frooi iliooo Atiii ilir i«triii fur tiiililiog tioil tiouinr+r fVioi'io 

myall -it y a bar iwal imr!* of iron* * «*ogliii3(g 

lHiHi,!miwi‘ig!it4 ; liown it roior,'* iliiiinkriog* rrir4isrig flirwigli 
ilio la*Hy of St, IVtorX tlir bill of if. «ii rrtii!r*jitakt^ nil 
rouiiik ,Ao<! U'till lla* lirr-ilronoi niitl froiti nil lorr'k^'ing 
Sta*ploH of Ilorlii'i gw*,H tla* rlntigor of iilariri ; ’* moat toil llir 
vorv voong oloklrm rim hii%-r ulrol itott osglit/ tMiii t«.if 
vigilant oM (Vlriuk 

W ilitl u:tsau;iL«% lo*‘; Imal’nr*; Ma* 'a’ 

‘•tonniug imv/tnl- tJjr ^ , wa. ; '.”■■■ ; 

ioiiUioiTahk* Arl ilk'n na'ii, * ha \ vvMt n .;,. 

with 4on;% liO*! oUa r I'. a'na :sl ' ; p' v .i v.r' Fa! 

MiV [ lortv Kirr?-'; Uf-rn ; | i.O ‘ '.a 

Mngu/inr ; ja4 Jlrrlio r*.» '■]'* 4-. i 

Magaziui*. On thr morrtm M. W'l.-i t-.'v 

hlark* but Mill inv^iu'tlly boutiog ; o.n j, .v r.a*’’ ^ j ,.ar 

ri»uM lhi‘ niiiH br rmojik'lrh k -4. 

4'hat. was thr nrws ft>r Ik'kHli'j.li \\ .'r :;:.;', 

<tn Ihr point of bis tirpatiurr On’ a.:;4 Kf:;.;.- 

Hrrnir oKhibitimis, ^llm \ but Fiorn uH Ikr * 

Wr will rrtnnkt it!' sau! hr. A::vi tiu\v L** iha ';r. A^::4 

thr politr King Augir=t, ra*m tu hrar at ihr iVh rk..';- 
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^ gave him excellent sandstone from the quarries of Pirna,’ says 
Fassmann : ‘ great blocks came boating down the Elbe ’ from 
that notable Saxon Switzerland Country, notable to readers 
here in time coming ; and are to be found, as ashlar, in the 
modern St. Peter's at Berlin ; a fact which the reader, till 
Pirna be better known to him, may remember if he likes.^ 
And now let us to Radewitz without delay. 


CHAPTER III 

CAMP OF RADEWITZ 

The Camp of Miihlberg, called more properly the Camp 
of Radewitz, towards which Friedrich Wilhelm, with English 
Hotham and many dignitaries are now gone, was one of the 
sublimest scenic military exhibitions in the history of the world ; 
leaving all manner of imitation tournaments, modern ^tin- 
tournaments,' out of sight ; and perhaps equalling the Field 
of the Cloth of Gold, or Barbarossa’s Mainz Tournament in 
ancient times. It lasted for a month, regardless of expense, 
— June month of the year 1730 ; — and from far and wide 
the idle of mankind ran, by the thousand, to see it. Shall 
the thing be abolished utterly, — as perhaps were proper, had 
not our Crown-Prince been there, with eyes very open to it, 
and yet with thoughts very shut ; — or shall some flying trace 
of the big Zero be given ? Riddling or screening certain 
cartloads of heavy old German printed rubbish,^ to omit the 
^ Fassmann, pp. 406-409. 

* Chiefly the terrible compilation called Heldm- Staats* und Lcbens^ GeschichU 
des etc, Friedrichs des Andern (History Heroical, Political and Biographical of 
Friedrich the Second), Frankfurt and Leipzig, 1758-1760, vol i. first haif^ pp. 
1 71-210. There are Ten thick and thin Half- volumes, and perhaps more. One 
of the most hideous imbroglios ever published under the name of Book,^ — without 
vestige of Index, and on paper that has no margin and cannot stand ink,^ — yet 
with many curious articles stuffed blindly into the awful belly of it, like jewels 
into a rag-sack, or into ten rag-sacks all in one ; with far more authenticity than 
you could expect in such case. Let us call it, for brevity, Helden-Geschichte^ in 
future references. 
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Ifiiiw If'P' 

Hotham Daiwtchf.t, we ohtain the fcillimiug 4i«vr!f»U pf 
autlientic {mrticulftut, |H?rh«j«i not ijinfc ♦in»|«jt«rtAhle to 
existing maiikiiHi. 

ITie exact siw of the of limirwitii I nowhere fintl 

measured ; but to jt»dg« on tim limp.* it moat twvr twrmi, 
with its nppcmiiii^-s, mmie ten or twelve wpiare ntih-!* of gnttUKl, 
All on the KHm*, right Imiik of the IDlw ; 'I’own of MuhUwrg, 
chief Town of the District, Iving some ten niih** nurtliwwi ; 
tlicn, not much iK'vond it, Torgau; luni tlii'ii farnnl Witten! wrg, 
all on the northwest, fartlicr thiwii the Wierr ; atni m the other 
side, Meissen with its Potteries not far to tlo) mnithe*»t of yon, 
up the River, on the Dresden hi«»l N»jc jierimj** nmny of my 
readers have mm th# plum, suhI not known, in liwir tonring 
expeditions; which are wow hlimler Ihaii ever. sn»l done hy 
steam, without even eyesight, not to wy t*.»' ■ PmiM’Jy 

where the railway from I.4fij«ig to Ifrewlen cruwrs the 
there, if you hapfwn to have .! is « tint, ralirer clayey 

country, ilirty gns ui.-h, as if itt'jttwtninl partly t»y gerrse ; with 
a big full Elver Elbe ..a, . ping thwngii it, Imiik* Imridt for a 
mile or two; River itself swift,, drek ami of tlint. colour : not 
unpleasant to liehold, thus far on itajionrney from tlm Ihdiemiait 
Giant-Mountains seawanl : pi. , i * !y there, wJwn you Imre 
crossed the Bridge, is tiie soutJiituwt oornrr of Anguvt tlm 
Strong’s Eurampnuul. - vnni I now iike the k*t flock of 
geese that soiled and nihhlrei U»ew Jm-iditim withont 

knowing it, you jut- aetualiy u|Mtn niemorahie gtouiMl. 

Actually, wo may welt say ; a|»art from August anil hi# 
fooleries. For here also it w .f., »» the gtoumi wow umler tour 
eye, that KurfUnit Johann FMetirich the having 

been surprised the day larfbre at public worship in the alaive. 
mentioned Town of Miihlheig, mwl iawtwi by 

Kaiser Karl the Filih aiui hu .<?prtnjrtid .«;<! ihti. td* Alim, 
did, on Monday SSth Ajiril rhb forth « Prlwmw to 
meet the said Kaiser; and bad ^ worst t. him, 

• At t». ijA 
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jHwr nwH, ‘ 'fAkp pity on mo, () (*<«! ! 'rhin is wliat it is 
ooiiw? to?’ th«! JiinsfiliUliiiHtus Ijcatoi Kiirfi'irst was heard 
Hjunuviriuj' tw ho r*x5e. At sight of tiie Kaiser, he dismounted, 
pulh'ti-ofr his ironphdtxl gloves, knelt, and was for humbly 
taking the Kidser's hand, to kias it> Kaiser would not ; Kaiser 
ItKjketl thinnh-rouH tonuido on him, with hands rigidly in the 
voi'tival direetuju. ^I'he niagniuiiuKms Kurhimt arose therefore ; 
doffl-d his hat : ‘ (Ircal - uiigiil icst (^^'romnikhti^sttr) all-gracious 
Kaiwr, I am your Majesty's }>ris«)ncr,’ said he, confining 
himself to the histork^al. ‘ I am Kaiser now, tlien ? ’ answered 
the sullen Ttimwlo, with ft black brow and hanging imder-jaw. 
™— * I m|uesfe my iiuprismuncnt may be prince-like,’ said the 
|K»or IVince. * It shall Im as your deserts have been ! ’ — ‘ 1 am 
in your power ; you will do your plejwuro on me,’ answered 
the other;— iukI wiw Its! away, to hanl ilurance and peril of 
life for five years to eoine ; his (knisin Moritz having expertly 
jockeyed his Khwtoml dignitkn and (l•^rih>ril■s from him in lljo 
ftiterim ; * — as was told aliove, long since. 

Exfswrt Ckjusin Moritz : In virtue of which same Moritz, or 
mlher in vk^ of him, AtJgust the Strong is even now 

Elector of Saxtmy ; Papist, Pseudo- Papist Allstate King of 
Poktid, and Non-phiH iillra of ‘glufionous Iloyal bUmkica ; 
dtHMiKsi to tlo these f<K>!erit;s on Ctotl's Earth for ft time. I'or 
the sins of the fathers am visittal mjkmi the chiUhi n, - in ways 
little dreamt-of l>y the flimky judgment,— to the sixth i^neur 
ti«»M mitf farther. Truly enough this is na-morable grwmtl, little 
fts King Augttst thinks of it : little as the kilo tourists think, 
»r the dr-pa i Hung geese, who Itapimn t» k; there. 

'Ilw ten MjuaitJ miles have liccn industriously prepared for 
many months }Me»l ; shaverl, swept by the tet enginw 
sckiice: every village of it thnnmgldy ck»u«l» «t i««t : the 
v illiigeM all let lodgings at a Califoniian r«-t« i J*** vilk^ 
Merit* by name,* i* the shuightcr lunisc, killing ox®» night 

‘ l>* Wt««, tkt •* AaAjfti {WetaM, 

«| 70 l. Pi». n M. 

• Mifiiil p. »}4 
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r‘- » 

Htul <luv ; aiui tla* haK4*ht»ti' r, \uth HiO lat :U\ h.ii*4 r* 
never rest : in another r**luiie* i- t!ie iji.iAleiu r ot 

the region; in another, (»lanhit/, the poAfufllee: 
caniUl (‘Xeel tlie arnun.o'inrnfs ; inueli sn|iertoi\ 1 !u»nlil 
to those for the Sie‘.n‘ of "iVov, ainl ttlle r ovrit eoh r 

priNivs. Worthv rt*aUy of HtiTUUVif n>in h ul tto" hn.inr., 

/»ero* l’in'in|^ii i^uia^iavin \ tii Lui^e, 

woikIctoI iinieli wlmt iniriihng hy iiidiltni tow* N'o 

Hrlieiiie iii iilh »ni* ptirjHw on tho pnii of piair Aiigtr^l; tmly 
that, 'of iunn*^iii|.t hiinst^If, #ual n.sft»iHi*hin^ lilt? thiiikir^« lif 
(’rent ion, reeaniliAe^ of e\p>*ii ‘"i In'eK? |-einjH'*rnrv Ili"iil|,Ui;:?#i 
three besides the re|*;iihir friTV of the etenilrv^ rfi-^Sv^ lio’’ 
for tJn* hi'dj (Hlieers, dames, tlaniiK-elA asui. }in“if'4ii|« of clr^'fW, 
aval thovisiuitlfohl speetntor-^ hair’e on la'*tf| iif tllW Kllw ; 

ihrei^ Briti.i^es, tme of {H>uti>ou-'s ^eae of w*ic»l*riil'l»i. mm iif 
hamdj< ; intmensely lonp;, nurule tor tie- tciwiiili* Tto wtiiilis 
SaHon. Army, horse niul foot vvitU tJlldf iirlillr'iry* ttll lit 

l)«*aulihil hraiul nesv imifonns and e.|inpn5enf liw h^ l itifsllv 
eueaiupeil in (ents arid ^^oeih*rl hni'a lieiif hy toittoyili Itii 
rear to iht' Klhe ; tliis is th** ' d;7-sso' u( tliw' 

Arrnv)' m our old Htthhish dioof-^. Noriliwiiit} i*f wliirli-*-^ 

with the Heath: of (h»ri:.eh still Vir‘il ho|illHl| ftllli tit 

yoti, in the further North, — rise's on 'fwitirtlll© A 

hi^i;'h *ravilion^ elahorutely huill, e'|!-ihtjrttl?l| f»ttltel Will 
gildtai, with haleony .sta*^‘s ronnij it ; friiin wlikii tilt wliiil# 
aruf everythin*-: dt>ne in it, is ■■4n'W|iltilt t# 

of rank* 

Kasiwurd n|, ^ain, or fri»iii the l^iuhen ill the 

rie'ht llank of the Army, \% la-re ateiin i:h4S ii killit of lleighi, 
hard hy Kniiewii/, fuiotyralde for ru'5iu©yi-«4to?W-i htliil iif 
.snhlime .silk (entvS, or sediti voil-pairdetl ear j the gelliimi 
cohnir of whieh is l»ri?.chi ^reen, ^ulh ird't Lj.in[e. itiiil gill 
gratiin^s all ahonf., is the * /..//fr fru4i'tpiurli't-s Mail! 
La^rtl\ Heart of all tlu‘ /.uy.*» ex ; wht-rr l|h IVll?*»»hili ^'fajrdy, 
and his Polish ditto, with I heir rr.^prr!:ve i||ili% ftff Iwlgwl# 
KingHke wdirdly, irr exleu'-du* yn^en prdiiw gilt Mill 
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«««h ({mwiii^V mu^Ik Innlwnmw, ‘with floors 
of wk'kt'r-work ’ ; tlio gilt, onrrom, pictum, iiuisical 

t’liK’ks s ~ not even tins iine bathing- tubs for his Prussian 
Majesty have be»!i! ftirgotten. Never tiki uiaji or flunity see 
tin* like. Stieh inirnensM; »tic<msful apjxiratus, witlnnit and 
wiihin ; no entl of tnilitary viiktiulle, ehiefly ‘ jitnimritV in 
'Piirk «>Htinne; iniitroti-.t il flovti-r gatth-nN even, and walks of 
yetlt»w wind, the whole Hill of l{adewit/, inatie into a flower- 
ganleii in that way. Nay, in the Amiy too, nniny of 

the Captains liav© ntatlo little iniprovisisl flower gnnlrii.s in 
that (^Mip of Uioim, up am! down. For other Captains not 
of It {xjetical turn, there are hillianis, cofl’ee-hmme, and plenty 
of esadlent lawr luid other litjuor. Hut llio mountains of 
fiivalry iuiy, that stand guardtai by jiatrols in the rearwaitl 
|»h«fs, lyiti th«! !'.i:u»!iii«-, of ravnlry oals, an* not to Iw told. 
F,ii,<lwHnl, from their ojam jxutiioi i anti pmdnt'tH, with 
iiiiitalion ‘ janiwiries ‘ {waniig ailent lower tiown, the Two 
Miijr . tk ', overww the Army, at discietitm; ran survey all 
tilings, - even while tiittitig, whieh lliey do daily, like very 
kings ! I’Vits is lodgt‘(i thens j has a inagnirKTiil Ih-< 1 : poor 
young fellow, he alou« now makes the htisiiwssof any ineaning 
tons, He is furious enough to see the plnnomtiia, military 
and other ; hut oppri'ssasl witii hlnek rare : ‘ My Amelia is 
not hen\ and the tyrant Father i:’ f u sn»i(*iir. wilft his rattan : 
ye gials ! ' 

We fwuld insist wHifli on the notahio {wople that were 
Ihens! for the lists of them are given. Many high ls»nl- 
shijts } some of whom will meet tw again. 

Willieliuina’s uiifnvotmsl lover, how busy is hi*, eonuniinding 
gallantly (it» the teifilU* Hlmm llatUel against WnekerlMirth ; 
tiiineral Wackerlmrtli, who«? house we latw hurtit on a Dresden 
visit, not so long ago, Old lamjiolft of Anhalt-lk'iwau is tliere, 
the Old Dmwiauor} wiUi four of his Prinews instroeted in 
Mitdk tiiu;, left without other hr tna ti,«n; witltoutoven writing, 
unless they m$t piek it up for themselves. Ukdy young 
fellows t«H», with a goes! stroke of work in Utetn, of Imllle in 
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them, when called for. Young Anspach, lately wedded, comes, 
in what state he can, poor youth ; lodges with the Prussian 
Majesty his Father-in-law ; should keep rather quiet, his share 
of wisdom being small. Seckendorf with his Grumkow, they 
also are here, in the train of Friedrich Wilhelm. Grumkow 
shoves the bottle with their Polish and Prussian Majesties : in 
jolly hours, things go very high there. I observe they call 
King August ‘ le Fatron^ the Captain, or ‘ Patroon ’ ; a fine 
jollity dwelling in that Man of Sin. Or does the reader notice 
Holstein-Beck, Prussian Major-General ; Prince of Holstein- 
Beck ; a solid dull man ; capable of liquor, among other things : 
not wiser than he should be ; sold all his Apanage or Prince- 
ship, for example, and bought plate with it, wherefore they 
call him ever since ‘ Holstein- Vaisselle (Holstein Plate) ’ instead 
of Holstein-Beck.^ His next Brother, here likewise I should 
think, being Major-General in the Saxon service, is still more 
foolish. He, poor soul, is just about to marry the Orzelska, 
incomparable Princess known to us, who had been her Father’s 
mistress : — marriage, as was natural, went asunder again 
(1733) after a couple of years. — But mark especially that 
middle-aged heavy gentleman, Prince of Anhalt-Zerbst, 
Prussian Commandant of Stettin. Not over rich (would not 
even be rich if he came to be reigning Duke, as he will do) ; 
attentive at his post in those parts, ever since the Siege-of- 
Stralsund time ; has done his orders, fortified Stettin to per- 
fection ; solid, heavy taciturn man : — of whom there is nothing 
notable but this only. That last year his Wife brought him a 
little Daughter, Catharine the name of her. His Wife is a 
foolish restless dame, highborn and penniless ; let her nurse well 
this little Catharine : little Catharine will become abundantly 
distinguished in a thirty years hence ; Empress of all the 
Russias, that little girl ; the Fates have so appointed it, 
mocking the prophecies of men ! Here too is our poor un- 
mentionable Duke of Mecklenburg : poor soul, he has left his 
quarrels with the Ritterschaft for a week or two, and is here 
^ Biisching’s Beytrage^ iv. 109, 
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breathing the air of the Elbe Heaths. His wild Russian Wife, 
wild Peter’s niece and more, we are relieved to know is dead ; 
for her ways and Peter’s have been very strange! To this 
unmentionable Duke of Mecklenburg she has left one Daughter, 
a Princess Elizabeth-Catherine, who will be called Princess 
Anney one day : whose fortunes in the world may turn-out to 
be tragical. Potential heiress of all the Russias, that little 
Elizabeth or Anne. Heiress by her wily aunt, Anne of Cour- 
land, — Axxne with the swollen cheek, whom Moritz, capable 
of many things, and of being Marichal de Saoce by and by, 
could not manage to fall in love with there ; and who has now 
just quitted Courland, and become Czarina : ^ — if Aunt Anne 
with the big cheek should die childless, as is likely, this little 
Niece were Heiress. Wa^ thut\ What matter ! — 

In the train of King August are likewise splendours of a 
sort, if we had time for them. Dukes of Sachsen-Gotha, Dukes 
of Meiningen, most of the Dukes that put Sachsen to their 
name; — Sachsen-Weimar for one; who is Grandfather of 
Goethe’s Friend, if not otherwise distinguished. The Lubo- 
mirskis, Czartoryskis, and others of Polish breed, shall be con- 
sidered as foreign to us, and go unnoticed. Nor are high 
Dames wanting, as we see : vast flights of airy bright-hued 
womankind, Crown-Princess at the head of them, who lodges 
in Tiefenau with her Crown-Prince, — ^and though plain-looking, 
and not of the sweetest temper, is a very high Lady indeed. 
Niece of the present Kaiser Karl, Daughter of the late Kaiser, 
Joseph of blessed memory; — for which reason August never 
yet will sign the Px-^igmatic Sanction, his Crown-Prince having 
hereby rights of his own in opposition thereto. She is young ; 
to her is Tiefenau, nortliward, on the edge of the Gorisch 
Heath, probably the choicest mansion in these circuits, given 
up : also she is Lady of ^ the Bucentfuir,’ frigate equal to 
Cleopatra’s galley in a manner ; and commands, so to speak, 
by land and water* Suprenic Lady, sl\e, of this sublime world- 
foolery regardless of expense : so has the gallantry of August 
^ Peter n., her Cousin-gemiim, died January 1730 (Mannsteln^s JSmsia), 
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ordemJ it. Our Frietirich aini Hh« will umhX Hjjnin, ♦»« 
occasions not like this! VVhul tli« other iVimr'.nfH ni«i 
CountcHHcs, prtrsont on this wcn» to (’rowij-lhinr^* 

Friwlrich, exwpt u geueml flowcrlnsi of human naturev ask 
not ; nor oven whether the Onselska was «» mtu h »w Item ! 
The Oraelskft will bo tuiuru-il. somo two months henre,* tt» n 
Holstein-Beck ; not to Holstein Phkr, Imt to iiis Hrttther the 
unfortimate Saxojt Major (lenenil : a man surely not of ttiw 
tasto in ri^ganl to marriage j — ami I wotikl nreommeml hitn 
to keep his light Wife at home on stteh tHTitsions. 'rhey 
pjirtwl, »w we miitl, in a year or two, mtifualiy iiitiigtiant ; ami 
the Orzelska went to Avignttn, to Venim ami e}>a<whither, amt 
seltksl into Catltolic devotion in cheap etaintrii* of agrtwahlw 
climate.® 

Crown-Frinco Frietlrich, douhllewt, looking at this ilower- 
bed of humatt nature, and the mwanl of happy daring jMM»l 
by Beauty, has vivid images of Frincm Amelia and her 
VUfregemy of llamtvcr; bright Frincess ami Vi<> (r ; » 
iiivi<i(*d from him by bottomless gulfs, which nwsl stteh a swim 
fis tliat of benmlcr aen»8s the inaterial Ib lli .piiut w»mi hut a 
I rille ii> ! In which of the village* liittitain and llicken* 
lodged, I <lid not learn or impure; nor are tlwdr cojiioiw 
l)eKi>aldus. ehrouicting thc»e stiblitiie phetinmio.i from day to 
day for behoof of St. .lames**, other than etitlruly iitatm to 
ns at tluN lime. But one thing we do leani frtnii liieni : 
Our Crown rrinec,e ,e;(puig the patenia! vigtlnnee, was mTOtly 
in eutisullalion witJs Oi<keiis, or with ilothaut througli 
Diclutus; and this in the m«»t tragic hunnair «»ii his "itle. 
In such eirulgemns of luxury and namic gmmhnir, how sml an 
atlendaul i.s Blaek (’are, nay foul mimjjaigi', not to la* lairtie 
by Iniman nainro! Accurate Fn*fei««»r Itanke has nm! *ome. 
where, dues not comfortaidy my where, nor comfortably give 
th<‘ leasi. (late, till* pa.H*ug»*, or what authorisf* him to write 
it. * Iti that, Flea'.nre f'iimp of Miihllarg, wheic the mm of 

* itxh Aiir.ii'.t t'M’ (Sir T. Uoliinsttn: Irrspsirh I »(»«!?« j <« V*3'«ff 

Ollicc). ’ S« i’uUttiu cM.}, »* lf»». 
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SO many strangers were directed to him, the Crown-Prince 
was treated like a disobedient boy, and one time even with 
strokes {korperlich miss}iandelt\ to make him feel he was only 
considered as such. The enraged King, who never weighed 
the consequences of his words, added mockery to his manual 
outrage. He said, “ Had I been treated so by my Father, I 
would have blown my brains out : but this fellow has no 
honour, he takes all that comes p ^ Einmal kdrjperlich 
misshandelt : why did not the Professor give us time, occasion, 
circumstances, and name of some eye-witness ? For the fact, 
which stands reported in the like fashion in all manner of 
Histories, we shall otherwise find to be abundantly certain ; 
and it produced conspicuous definite results. It is, as it were, 
the one fact still worth human remembrance in this expensive 
Radewitz and its fooleries ; and is itself left in that vague 
inert state, — irremediable at present. 

Beaten like a slave ; while lodged, while figuring about, 
like a royal highness, in this sumptuous manner ! It appears 
clearly the poor Prince did hereupon, in spite of his word 
given to Wilhelmina, make up his mind to run. Ingenious 
Ranke, forgetting again to date, knows from the Archives, 
that Friedrich went shortly afterwards to call on Graf von 
Hoym, one day. Speaking to Graf von Hoym, who is Saxon 
First-Minister, and Factotum of the arrangements here, he 
took occasion cursorily to ask. Could not a glimpse of Leipzig, 
among all these fine things, be had ? Order for horses to or 
at Leipzig, for ^ a couple of officers ’ (Lieutenant Keith and 
self), — quietly, without fuss of passes and the like, Herr 
Graf ? — The Herr Graf glances into it with eyes which have 
a twinkle in them : Schwerlich, Royal Highness. They are 
very strict about passes. Do not try it. Royal Highness.^ 
And Friedrich did desist, in that direction, poor youth ; but 
tried it the more in others. Very busy, in deep secrecy, cor- 

* Ranke, JVeun BUcher Prmssischer Gesckichte (Berlin, 1847), i. 297- 

* Ranke, ib, ; Forster, i. 365, and more especially iii. 4 (Seckendorfs Narra- 
tive there). 
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responding with Lieutenant Katte at Berlin, consulting tragi- 
cally with Captain Guy Dickens here. — Whether any hint or 
whisper came to the Prussian Majesty from Graf von Hoym ? 
Lieutenant Keith was, shortly after, sent to Wesel to mind 
his soldiering there, far down the Rhine Country in the 
Garrison of Wesel ; ^ better there than colleaguing with a 
Fritz, and suggesting to him idle truantcies or worse. 

With Katte at Berlin the desperate Prince has concocted 
another scheme of Flight, this Floym one being impossible ; 
scheme executable by Katte and him, were this Radewitz 
once over. And as for his consultations with Guy Dickens, 
the result of them is : Captain Dickens, on the 16th of June, 
with eyes brisk enough, and lips well shut, sets out from 
Radewitz express for London. This is what I read as abstract 
of HotliarrCs Despatch^ 16th June 1730, which Dickens is to 
deliver with all caution at St. James’s : ‘ Crown-Prince has 
communicated to Dickens his plan of escape ; could no 
longer bear the outrages of his Father.” Is to attend his 
Father to Anspach shortly {Journey to the Reich^ of vv^hich we 
shall hear anon), and they are to take a turn to Stuttgard ; 
which latter is not very far from Strasburg on the French 
side of the Rhine. To Strasburg he will make his escape ; 
stay six weeks or a couple of months (that his Mother be not 
suspected) ; and will then proceed to England. Hopes Eng- 
land will take such measures as to save his Sister from ruin.’ 
These are his fixed resolutions : what will England do in such 
abstruse case.? — Captain Dickens speeds silently with his 
Despatch; will find Lord Harrington, not Townshend any 
more ; ^ will copiously open his lips to Flarrington on matters 
Prussian. A brisk military man, in the prime of his years; who 
might do as Prussian Envoy himself, if nothing great were going 
on ? Harrington’s final response will take some deliberating. 

Hotham, meanwhile, resumes his report, as we too must 

^ Wilhelmina told us lately (supra, p. 192), Keith had been sent to Wesel; but 
she has misdated as usual. 

^ Resigned 15th May 1730: Despatch to Hotham, as farewell, of that date. 
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cio, of the S«j»ic Kxhihiliona j—aod, we mn well fancy, is 
piling wcnry of it; wiriiing to lie home ratoer, ‘a« his 
IntNincw here wecms ejulcd,’ * One day he mentions a nnnour 
(iinuM! high rummirs Indng prevalent in such a place) ; ‘ rumour 
drculatoi here, to which I do not give the slightest credit, 
that the Ih int c Hovii! of Prustiia is to have one of the Arcl»- 
ttiichmes,’ |a*rha{m Maria I'horcsa herself! Which might 
intleed have savwl immensitiwi of trouble to tire whole world, 
a* well ns to the Fair in and Imve made a very dif- 

fiWiit History for (h rijinuy and the n«t of us. Fancy it I 
But for niwjy rensons, chanp of religion, had there been no 
other, it was «i {nijuwwihle notion. * May be,’ thinks Hotliam, 
‘ tlmt the (burt of Vienim throw* out this bait to continue 
the King's delu dim,’ ~or a snuffle from Seckendorf, without 
the t'ourt, may Imve given it currency in so inane an clement 
as Uadewitiu 

Of till! terrific Simm-IkltliM, conducted hy Weissenfek on 
one side and Wacki?rbart!i on tlie other t of ttie charps of 
cavaliy, play of artillwy, lUicitlening to end in a very dooms- 
day, nmnd the Pavilion and the Ijulies and the Itoyalti® 
as«*mbk'd on the Iwironiea there (who always p to dinner 
safe, when victory hiw rieclared itself), I shall say nothing. 
Nor of thill supmue • attack on the entrenchments ’ .* blowing- 
up of the very Mridg*?*; mvnlry pmtod Jn the woods | host 
doing Its very uttorimsit against hi^l, with unhoMrd-of ejqjen- 
diture of gutiinittdi r and Imroed mmneuvre ; In which Hhe 
Fleet’ (of '4,;dlu|i. on the Kibe, rigpd mostly in silk) took 
part, and the Huccniiuir with all its cannon, Wonk fail on 
Much oocaiions. I will mention only that assiduous King 
August Imd arntfigeit everything like the King of Playhouse- 
M.iaag. jsi ; was min, early In tins moniing, ‘driving hi# own 
fairrii^’ all about, in vlgflaat mt|tervis!on and inspaddon; 
vtmmA the I'lth-Bridge, or ptriiap the floab-Briyige (not y»t 
blown npX * in a Wurslu d^tn* { givli^ himself (what proved 
well-foued^) ^ asaumnoe sumss f<»r titk great dky i-— 

• Fiwsdfi^ nraiisuh {**f iCrti jtBweJ. 
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iiiul {iiiullv Ih.-It, on tin- morrovi, ..n urml itit iitimiinu* 

tioii find dif.i>lnv of tiro\vork>, tin- lil.o of whk'lt h jindwibly 
still n tl<*siti<*raiunK 

For thf nuc.-ntnfir find t wotv ;dl liiing with cuUiuml 
lfini(itfts ; Hfiulfiiinri.T.'. (//<!?//-/ /.<v,'vr) find .\riUy./.<^*Yr ditio 
ditto; f'U‘‘"'knji; iipwiinis with lln'U’ i^otdon liKiit into tin* 
silver of the Siinimcr 'rwilh-ht : find nil this is slili nothing 
lo the sffiif lluTf is aenns the Idhc, on oiir soullieiwfc wmtr. 
Yon hchold that I’idruc of th<> tiviiii; wings, tumdit, niitin- 
hoilv, hiittli uifiit-, : it i . ' .-i ;d;»finti<' woodm fraiuo, on whu'h 
two luiudivd Ofirji. iiti r half Itfoii bo a for fdiine six iminlit*,' 
fvt'r siiiff ( 'Ini' ttiiiiN hit. 'I'vio ttu!id!<d i iij' i ^ i ; and 
how nifinv luiiidfr- I iMutiot .n : hat they hnxo siinniri'd 
‘six thoiisaml liinK of Hiton tfuiv.i'. ; whit’ll is iitiw tinihsl 
np; htiug with hiniji-, Iwgirt with liicworltii, no ittid of 
rofkft. - .sfipfids, I’.'dhfriiif whff! ■ : with ffinnoii n»d finld- 
ninsif, uffir and tar, to foriv .(iothI ; iiud is iinw (> n tiifr', <»! 
the Pl'th diuif n;50) ;.hiniiii' to iu<-n find gtHls, Pinimflif*, 
tnm-lH, tahlaturc:., ti]il with lariou-. tire, and riithh'ins, idi is 

th. re: vnihoUf Frtiliting, 
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Uiitik ; flainiHg as ^A;a written on the wky, from the ateeple- 
lops there. TAm xupjiorA-d U wUl sttml ; anti pious mortals 
murmur, ‘Hope ao, I am sure!’ — And the cannons fire, 
almost without ceiuting ; and the field-unisic, guided by tele- 
gwphs, hurst over all the sct'no, at duo moments; and the 
caihiTintvwhetda tty Idssing; and the Bucenlaur and silk 
iiriganlincs glidt* alutut like living flamteius and in fact 
you must fancy sttch a sight. King August, tiretl to the bone, 
ami siM'ing all siicccssful, retired about midnight. IMetlrich 
Wilhelm itooti till the finale ; Ssaxon Crown>Frince and he, 

• ill a window of the highest house in l*romnit 2 ’ ; our young 
Frit* and the Margrid of Anspaeh, they also, in a neigh- 
Iwairing window,* sttax! tit! the finale : two in the morning, 
when the very Sun was not far from rising. 

Or is not the ultimate closing day perluips still notabler : 
ft day of universal eiiling? Debauchee King August hiul a 
touch of gettuims human g««sl humour in him ; poor devil, and 
hitti the liiwt of sloaiaclm. Eighty oxen, fat as Christmas, 
wen? slain ami roasted, aiihsitliary viands I do not count ; that 
all tl» world might have one goml dinner. 'Ihe soldiers, 
dividtd into proiwr wi-tions, hmi cut trench®, raised flat 
inminds, laid planks ; ami so, hy trenching and planking, had 
made at oiint table and sc?at, wootl well secun^ on turf. At 
ttw* end of «?v«Ty table n»e a triglyph, two strong wooden 
posts witli lintel *; on the lintel stood spiked the ox’s head, 
ox's hide hanging beneath it as drapeiy : and on the two sides 
of Uw two jawts hung free tlie four roastw! <}uairters of said 
ox; from which the annmon man Joyfully heliKHi himrelf. 
'Ihrw measunw of imsr he hail, and two of wine -which, 
uiilt« the jmfBsurw wer»? miraculously small, we may take to 
ahuwiaiK*. 'llius they, in two long rows, 80,000 of ^em 
hv the tale, dine joyfully mA die. 'llie two Majesti® and 
two Crown4»rim»8 rml® through the ;^k«, m dinner wont on : 
* King of I*ru*»ia forevw ! ’ and m|»! into the air ; — at togth 

» a4ih.3S<fi iBfts « MiUtm Gmkitktt (sbOTt spokea d), 1. soa 
VOI- It * 
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they retire to their own Haupt-quartier^ where, themselves 
dining, they can still see the soldiers dine, or at least drink 
their three measures and two. Dine, yea, dine abundantly : 
let all mortals have one good dinner 1 — 

Royal dinner is not yet done when a new miracle appears 
on the field : the largest Cake ever baked by the Sons of 
Adam. Drawn into the Headquarter about an hour ago, on 
a wooden frame with tent over it, by a team of eight horses ; 
tent curtaining it, guarded by Cadets ; now the tent is struck 
and oflp ; — saw mortals ever the like ? It is fourteen ells (Jcleine 
ElleTi) long, by six broad ; and at the centre half an ell thick. 
Baked by machinery ; how otherwise could peel or roller act on 
such a Cake ? There are five thousand eggs in it ; thirty-six 
bushels (Berlin measure) of sound flour ; one tun of milk, one 
tun of yeast, one ditto of butter ; crackers, gingerbread-nuts, 
for fillet or trimming, run all round. Plainly the Prince of 
Cakes 1 A Carpenter with gigantic knife, handle of it resting 
on his shoulder, — Head of the Board of Works, giving word 
of command, — enters the Cake by incision; cuts it up by 
plan, by successive signal from the Board of Works. What 
high person would not keep for himself, to say nothing of 
eating, some fraction of such a Nonpareil There is cut and 
come again for all. Carpenter advances, by main trench and 
by side-trenches, steadily to word of command. 

I mention, as another trait of the poor devil of an August, 
full of good-humour after all. That he and his Royalties and 
big Lordships having dined, he gave the still groaning table 
with all its dishes, to be scrambled for by ‘the janizaries.'* 
Janizaries, Imitation-Turk valetaille ; who speedily made clear- 
ance, — ^many a bit of precious Meissen porcelain going far 
down in society by that means. 

Royal dinner done, the Colonel and Officers of every regi- 
ment, ranked in high order, with weapons drawn, preceded by 
their respective bands of music, came marching up the Hill 
to pay their particular respects to the Majesty of Prussia. 
Majesty of Prussia promised them his favour, everlasting, as 
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■iH{U<!sleti ; ilrank a gltwH of wiijc to each party (steady, your 
Miaj^ty !), who all responded I)y glasses of wine, and threw 
die glasses aloft with shouts. Sixty pieces of artillery speaking 

he while, am! the IhmuIs of music breathing tlicir sweetest ; 

ill it was done, ami his Majesty still steady on his feet. He 
:«u!d stand a girat deal of wini*. 

An<l now Well, the (’ako is not done, imuiy cubic 

^imls of cake are still left, and the very corporals can do no 
nore : let the Anny wrainhlc I Army whipt it away in no- 
inie. And now, alas now— -the time k come for parting. 
Et is eadctl ; all things end. Not for about an hour could 
die Merrstkit/kn (l^ntishtps and minor Sovereignties) fairly 
tear tbcmwlvcs away, under wailing music, and with the due 
emotion, 

'I'he Pruwian IloyaUies, and selwt few, ttwk lioat down tlie 
lliver, on the morrow ; towanls licdilcnhurg llimling-Palace, 
for one day's alauglilering of game, lliey slaughtered there 
alwut one thousand living creatures, all driven into heaps for 
them,—' six hwndnexi of mi game ’ (of the stag siiecies), ‘ four 
hundml black,' or of the boar ditto. 'Fhcy left all tliesc 
creaturea di«d : dined immensely j then did go, sorrowfully 
sattsi ; drown- Prince Frieilrich in his own carriage in the 
rear ; Pajm in his, pi . reding hy a few minutes ; all the wood 
horns, or b’nmch honw, wailing sad adieu; — jmd huiried 
towanis iterlin through the ambrosial night.* 

And «i it is all ended. And Ai^^t tlie .Strong - what 
ahall w« way of August ? History must athnit that he attains 
tim tttaxiinuin in severnl tilings. Maximum of physical 
strength ; rsan break honieshoat, nay half-crowns with finger 
«id iiiuntb, Miixinnmt of sumpluosity ; really a |>olite 
ereiituw ; no man of his weans so regnrdlm of expense. 
Maximum of Hwtartls, 'lliiw hundred and fifty-four of than ; 
prolmWy no mortiil ever exiweded Umfc quantity, I.a«tly, he 
has Imkixi the Wggwit Uaiinock on record ; <’akc with 5,000 
igg^ In it, and a tun of butte, Himi things History must 
* afiih J«»e t 7 jo s MtUm-GatMidf L tits’ 
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least Don’t yet P But Dryasdust^ and any readers who have 
patience^ can here take the Original Paper ; which is written 
in French (or French of Stratford at the Bow), probably that 
the Crown-Prince, if needful, might himself read it, one of 
these days : 

* Monsieur Guy Dickens pourrait donner au Prince les assurances les plus 
fortes de la compassion que le Boi a du triste itat oil il se trouve, et du desir 
sincere de Sa Majeste de concourir par tout ce qui dependra d’elle d fen tirer, 
M. Guy Dickens pourrait lui communiquer en m^me terns les Instructions 
donnees d Monsieur Hotham (our Answer to the Outrageous propositions, 
which amounts to nothing, and may be spared the reader), ^ et lui marquer 
quon avait lieu d*esperer que Sa Majeste Prussienne ne refuserait pas au 
moins de seocpliquer un peu plus en detail quelle rfa fait jusquHci. Quen 
attendant les suites que cette negociation pourrait amir, Sa Majeste etait 
d^avis que le Prince ferait Men de differer un peu I* execution de son dessein 
connu : Que la situation ou les affaires de T Europe se trouvaient dans ce 
moment critique ne paraissait pas propre d V execution diun dessein de cette 
nature : Que pour ce qui est de V intention od le Prince a temoignS itre, de se 
retirer en France, Sa Majeste croit quelle demands une mure diliberation, 
et que le peu de terns qui rests ne promet pas mime qu*on puisse s* informer 
de ce que la Cour de France pourrait penser Id-dessiLs ; dont Sa Majeste 
trouvait cependant absolument nicessaire de t assurer, avant de pouvoir 
conseiller d un Prince qui lui est si cher de se retirer en ce pays Id, ’ ^ 

This is Document First ; of no concernment to Hotham at 
this stage ; but only to us and our Crown-Prince. Document 
Second would at one time have much interested Hotham ; it 
is no other than a Grumkow Original seized at St. Mary Axe, 
such as Hotham once solicited, ‘ strong enough to break Grum- 
kow’s back.’ Hotham now scarcely hopes it will be ‘ strong 
enough.’ No matter ; he presents it as bidden. On intro- 
ducing Dickens as successor, Monday 10th July, he puts the 
Document into his Prussian Majesty’s hand : and — the result 
was most unexpected ! Here is Hotham’s Despatch to Lord 

^ Prussian Despatches, vol. xli. : No date or signature ; bound-up along with 
Harrington’s Despatch, ‘ Windsor 20th June ’ (ist July) ' 1730,’ — on the morrow 
of which day we may fancy Captain Dickens took the road for Berlin again, — 
where we auspiciously see him on Monday loth July, probably a night or two 
after his arrivaL 
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Harriugtoti ; wliich it will l^e om briefest method to pjive, 
W'ith Home miiuiiumi of nee<lful explaBatiOii intercalated here 
and tliere : 


♦ To {hr lAwd Ilaryhiffton (from Sir (IharleH Hotham) 

* tmii .1mm (Utli ^Tuly) X730. 

* Mv the camtluet of his PniHHiaii MajcHty has bean 

iiirli, im iatiie time putt tbiit one ought to bo iurprised at nothing he 

in neverthehw with great concern that 1 now have to aoijuaint 
ytnir !4ir<i«hl|> witli an exiravnganry of bin which happened yesterday, 
Monday imii duly I7dCK 

* Tim Eliig of Pftiasla had appointed mO' to be with him ahont noo% 

wllhChptain <hty PIckena' (who haft jii«t ratnrned from England, on 
whiit mmwt messiige yonr bordildp knows Wo both attended Ins 
Prosshin !V:lri}e«ty, and t presented Cbiptahii <tny Pickens to him, who 
delivere<t hb credentials : after which the King talked to us a <iuarier 
of iin hour about indifferent mailers, Seeing him in a very good 
liiiinmir# I took that op|wriunliy of telling him, as iteneml 

Priimkow had dented lib having held a terot (kirrespondence with 
lieiebenbaeh,, or having written tho l^sttem I had some time ago 
livered to hl» Itliijjfwty, I was now ordered by the King my Master to put 
into hb hiitids an Prlglnal l^itter of tleneral UrnmkowJ* 

Wht‘ri> k (hill Original I-idtcr? ask some minute rtiaders. 
Miimtr ii'ikIits, Iha ijix'iA'.nmum atrpuxof it is lost to tnaitkiiicl. 
Oilirial ('ojiy of it Hiss ttafo horo in th« State- PafKir Office 
(Pnissian I K-s patekw, volunits xli. ; withoiit date of its own, 
hut natr a Oespalch tlatinl 20th .lune 1730); htw, adjoined 
tel it, lui Autograph jotting by George Secontl to the effect, 
‘ Yw, send it,' and also some preliminary scribhles by New- 
eaalle, to the like purport. No date of its own, we say, 
though, hy intcnial evitlenee and light of Fttsxminm,'' it is 
eoncUisieely daltmble ‘ Ikrlin, 20th May,’ if anylwly cared to 
date it, The ladter mentions lightly that ‘jiretended dis- 
covery* (the Kl.-Mary-Ase one, laid on Uie table of Tobaceo- 
Parliament, 6th May or soon after), * iiinoant trifles all I 
wrote ; hojie you burnt them, uevertlielw, according to 

> p.404- 
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promise ; yours to me I did burn as they came, and will defy 
the Devil to produce;’ brags of his Majesty’s fine spirits; — 
and is, Jotting and all, as insignificant a Letter as any other 
portion of the ^ Rookery Colloquy,’ though its fate was a little 
more distinguished. Prussian Dryasdust is expected to give 
it in Facsimile^ one day, — surely no British Under-Secretary 
will exercise an unwise discretion, and forbid him that small 
pleasure ! — 

was an undeniable proof of all tbe rest, and could not but con- 
vince Ms Prussian Majesty of tlie truth of them.' — ^Well.> 

^ He took the Letter from me, cast his eye upon it ; and seeing it to 
be Grumkow’s hand, said to me with all the anger imaginable ' (fancy 
the thunderhurst !), ^ Messieurs , fai eu assez de ces choses Id'' ; threw 
the Letter upon the ground, and immediately turning his back went out 
of the room, and shut the door upon us,' 

— ^probably with a slam ! And that is the naked truth con- 
cerning this celebrated Intercepted Letter. Majesty answered 
explosively, — ^his poor heart being in a burdened and grieved 
condition, not unlike growing a haunted one, — ^ I have had 
enough of that stuff before ! ’ pitched the new specimen away, 
and stormily whirled out with a slam of the door. That he 
stamped with his foot, is guessable. That he ^ lifted his foot 
as if to kick the Honourable English Excellency,’^ which the 
English Excellency never could have stood, but must have 
died on the spot, — of this, though several Books have copied 
it from Wilhelmina, there is no vestige of evidence . and the 
case is bad enough without this. 

^ Your LordsMp will easily imagine that Captain Guy Dickens and I 
were not a little astonished at this most extraordinary behaviour. I 
took up the Letter he had thrown upon the floor ' (ipsissimum corpus of 
it lost to mankind, last seen going into Hotham's pocket in this manner); 
^and returning home, immediately wrote one to his Prussian Majesty, of 
which a copy is here enclosed.' — :Let us read that essential Piece : sound 
substance, in very stiff indifferent French of Stratford, — which may as 
well be made English at once ; 


^ Wilhelnuna, i. 228. 
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7'(f hiic Miijvsfi/ thi' Khitj of Vrmaui 

^ SntK, It. is uitli lli^ Hvoli^'Ki fifricf that 1 fiiul niywolf under the 
y, after what has jjass<‘d today at the audicuiee 1 had of your 
lajosty. w iirri' I ni'ithor did nor said anythin;^ in rej^ard to that Letter 
t M<>uv-i(Mtr <innnlvO*a*s <‘r to putt.iu'^ it into your M.njesty'H hands, that 
.as not hy niy Madder's or<ler, it is, 1 say, Sin*, with the? liveli(*st grief 
hat I ;nn ohIi"ed to infoian your Maje.sty of the neet'ssity there lit»s on 
le. to <Ie‘,.pal(di at ouriiT to I^)nd<»n to apprise tin* King my Mastin' of an 
rn ident so surprisiny; as th<* otie that has just happened. l*\)r W'hich 
»*ason I hen' (.v»;>p/:e) your Majesty will he pleased to rause the neeisssai*}' 
h'ders tor INist- horses to l)»^ furnished me, not only for tljo said (Nnirier, 
itit also ho* niysa'If, sinee, after what has just; haj)pened, it is Tiot 
iroper for mo to prol<)tip; my stay here (/(tiro un plus lomj stfour ici). I 
lavr tlu' honour to he, yotir Majesty's iV,!*. <^e. S:c. 

‘(’uAiu.Ks Horn AM.’ 

' \hout two hour ; aft orward’J, ( o-in'ral lh»n'k eamc' to nu' ; ami told 
ue IL' nns' in the utmost iitHietion for what had hupi»ened ; atnl lav- 
('e<'he<l in(' to have a litth'* patieuee, and that tie hoped mean.s would he 
ound to iniilo* up (In* matter t(» me. Afti'rwards Im eomnmnieated to 
no, hv word of mouth, the .Atiswer the King ‘’f Prussia had given to the 
a d Ortiei i I had reeetNed hy < aptain (hiy Piekens/ ( )rdt*rs, (dome 
none immetUately," to whii’h the Answer” is eoneeivahh'. 

' 1 told him that, after the treatment I had reeeived at noon, and the 
dfront put u]ion the King niy Master's rharueter, I eould no longer re- 
'«u\e nor <diar;*e mvselt’wjlh anything that eame from his Prussian 
da-edv. '1 11 . a as to what related to me perMUially, it was very easily 
nade op ; hut havinj* diun' nothing hut in ohedit‘nee to the King Tuy 
da-ter'': iu’ders, it heleny:eti to him tuily to judge what satisfaetimi was 
lue for the indignity offered to hi?; eharaider. M herefore I dt»l not look 
ipon mv'adf as authmiseil to listen ti» any ex[M*dients till I kmuv his 
dajerdyh. pleasure upon the matter, 

* la the evmiing, (General P>orek wrtit*' a Lettm* to (’aptain (»’uy 
hekens and two to ims the ( ‘opie?* of whieli are eiudost'd.' fear not, 
■eader i ''t he puipoit of them wa. to rle .ire 'Phat I would take no farther 
H»tiee oi whut had happeneti, and that the King of Prussia desired I wunild 
't»iae and dine with him iit*xt day.' Kngaged othertvis»«^ your Majesty, 
day ! * l“he Answ«*r to these la'tters I a|st> enelt*fie tfi y<iur Lord~ 

ifiip/ reader not t(» hetrouhled with it. * 1 evritstui myself from dining 
wth the King of Prus'iia, not thinking myself at liherty to appear any 
note at ( mud till I reeeived his Majesty’s,* my ow n King's, ' ronniuinds, 
md trdd (General Borek that I hmked U|mii mystdf m indispensahly 
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obliged to acquaint the King my Master with everything that had passed^ 
it being to no purpose to think of concealing it^ since the thing was 
already become public;, and would soon be known in all the Courts of 
Europe. 

^ThiSj my Lord^ is the true state of this unaccountable accident. You 
will see^ by General Borck's Letter^ that the King of Prussia, being now 
returned to his senses, is himself convinced of the extravagancy of this 
proceeding ; and was very desirous of having it concealed ; — which was 
impossible ; for the whole Town knew it an hour after it had happened. 

^As to my own part, I am not a little concerned at this unfortunate 
incident. As it was impossible to foresee this fit of madness in the King 
of Prussia, there was no guarding against it : and after it had happened, 
I thought I could do no less than resent it in the manner I have done, — 
without prostituting the character with which the King has been pleased 
to honour me. I hope, however, this affair will be attended with no ill 
consequences : for the King of Prussia himself is at present so ashamed 
of his behaviour, that he says. He will order Count Degenfeld ' (Graf von 
Degenfeld, going at a leisurely pace to remove Nosti from his perch 
among you)i ^ to hasten his journey to England, with orders to endeavour 
to make-up the affair immediately. 

^ As I had already received the King’s Orders, by Captain Guy Dickens, 
To return home forthwith, I thought, after what had happened, the 
sooner I left this place the better i and the rather because it might be 
proper I should make a report of it to his Majesty. I shall therefore set 
out a few hours after this Messenger ; and will make all the expedition 
possible. 

^The King of Prussia sets out for Anspach on Saturday next,’ — 11th 
July is Tuesday, Saturday next will be 15th July, which proves correct.^ 

^ I am, with the utmost respect. My Lord, Your Lordship’s most obedient 
and most humble servant, Charles Hotham.’ 3 

No sooner was the door slammed-to than his Majesty 
began to repent. At sight of the demand for Post-horses, 
he repented bitterly ; sent Borck to ask Hotham to dinner, 
with what success we have seen. Sent Borck to negotiate, to 
correspond, to consult with Dickens, to do his utmost in paci- 
f3dng Hotham. All which Correspondence exists, but is not 
worth giving. Borck’s remonstrances are in rugged soldier- 
like style, full of earnestness and friendliness. Do not wreck, 

^ Supra, p. 239. 2 Fassmann, p. 410. 

® State-Paper Office ; Prussian Despatches, vol. xli. 
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(jjwitt Irilk'K, ft itUt'iH'Nt, w(‘ hftv(! in common ; King is 

jcfilmts iiliont foreign inlerfereiK‘<> wiUi his Ministers, but 
ineftnt notiting ; I tell you it is nothing ! — Hotham is polite, 
goml tempered t but mnaiim inflexible: With myself, on my 
own score, it were soon mdtled, or is ftlr<‘tt<ly setllwi ; but with 

the King my Master, no expedient but post-horses! The 

Uiplomntist vvorhl of Berlin is in a fuss; Qiitam Sophie and 
' the Minister t>f Uenmaik,’ with other friendly Minister's, how 
busy ! ‘ All tiny,’ tliis <ifty niul the next, ‘ they spent in 

comings and goings;'* mlvising Hotham to relent: Hotham 
wiuki not relent 'I’lie Crown- IViiire hisnself writes, urgal by 
ft from his Mother; Crown- Prince sends Katte off 

from Potsdftm with this Billet* (if this he a correct copy to 
trnmdftte frtun) 


'/’o ki.f JH-UtYlltfu't/ Momitur tht' ('hcvalkr Hidhani 

Jldt July 1730. 

* tfii.Nsieeu. Biu luj; Irarorit t»y M. rte f#euve«er,’ tha Danish Minister, 
• jniliriiiiiu Mi'll .iti'eeted man, ‘what the King my Father's ultimate 
inteiitinns are, 1 cannnt doubt Imt yon will yield to his desires, 'rhhik, 
Mitniiienr, that niy hayjdni'ss and my Sister's ile|M<Hd on the resolution 
you shall take, and that yimr answer will mean tho union or the disunion 
forever of the two Itnuists ! I flatter myself that it will he favourahle, 
and that you will yield to my entreaties, i never shall forget such a 
service, hut recognise it all my life by the most perfect ewtcem,’ with 
which I now am, fmitti mm, Fft^nAnio.' 

'Phis Bitlcl Kittle tiidivers ; hut to this also Hotham 
rentftitta inexorftlde ; jtoliie, ho|H!ft»l even : No harnt will come ; 
lltegeitfehi will go, 1 tJtyaelf will help when ttt home ; hnt for 
the pnwidit, no nwnim? hnt iKmt-horses ! Which they at 
!wl yield Itim, the very pu.l !u»r.'.i-M reculy to weep. 

At«l m Hotiwin, ii|arite«l jmllcious English gentleman, rolls 
off hiiinewardb,* a few hours after hi* Conrk-r,' - -and retires 

< Wittriuuiw. I, aig, ijo, * i. 330. 

* ■ Wednwday,* «»ih ftMckina). 


SHII’WUF.CK (tK DOriU.K M AHKl ACK vii. 

liot^ournhlv inlt> tiu* ^.luuU’s t*f pi'u.itr* ll'U\ S .u!*-. Ihrr«‘ tht n^'r 
loiih. !lt‘ luiN not ]nin ruuH'r-.fiil in Hi-jim . !v hi. 

N<\i*,nliHt.ion is n^w #>7/^ in nil iinintitT (.if r ^! H‘ji> 

(tt» UM‘ onr fonurr ijniohlt* flrnirf') lu* h.id vlniJ^tuun Ul** 
htyllows, thous^Ji tht-rr was still siiuila' : !)nt ri«*v^. , 

1)V this (inuuknw In* has, a-, if. wm*, ylrin k tin* ? 

thr<nifi;h tin* l>nsiut'.vs ; aiui that ilan:':»‘finis niaTHiyU^ i‘».% liul 
proviini; MircrNsfuL has hnnii hilul ruui tinni ! hha-sii Siij/hii* 
aiul certain nllirr-; innv ntill tlnllrr tlu-n; ; hni it is 

taidfiil tht* Nntjft)! iut inn is at last (‘otnj'li'it*. What iau\ li#* 
in iii'fhl to Isn^lainl /ujti ra h tir pnntS* nusn.iir»*', whirli tthns-n 
Snphin tf(‘inhln:; in think ou wn do uni kixnv : lud hv rt'^’ular 
nn|.!;nl ialinn this thin*,';; can I us 

It is darklv n|>|)r*'ht‘udi’(l tlu* Crnwu l*riiu’n - till Mirsiit atcs 
l''li|;‘hl ; tht‘ inatt'rnal ht*ari fiiul \\ ilht'lndnaV aiv juhnrd tn 
M‘t‘ Licnlcnnnt Knttc* st> much in his csnitidriun, ruuld wiyh 
hini. a w'iscr (‘onnsnllor in such pmiii’ann'nts and (‘un i tn'in ir ' 
Katt<.* is tlaltt*rcil by tin* IVinrc';. routidmcn ; t < n 

hmn's ot it in sncnnty, with hi. thihisli lone lonysn-. INun 

youth, lu* i.s of dis'.ohift* wavs; ha;, plmfv of ‘imwi a iid^ikstd 
little nf tht* ‘wise’ kiiul ; and is still und( r fhr nf di ^ 

cr(*iio!u d'owardr; W iihfhnitia tlit r»* i * t ! .ahlf in hiju 
s(>nH‘t hin**^, snnH*!hin*^ ns of alinn ..f a hrkdit |su *iridar 

s\iii\ nr nf tliricn prhatrlv w orshippdi*;; it fnr h’s n 
And \Viih<*huiu.*u durinii; Ihn iatr HadtiirL tiun\ wluri 
Mamina ‘ |.i:^avi* ftuir Apart inmt!.'.. ((»r Hov.d H' 

was st*vt*n* upnu Itini, ami iuarrr iiilr in Iht .<• ( Vy.ai >u:,r< f . 

A nish voting !hnl ; nan'it**^ a lotrc ; 'fdi , h a 

^^lniatn^^ rcrngnisahlf* a : Wilhf’lmiaa ; and laC ' . ‘t 

up, t‘ithrr tor tlu* (,)tna'n’y Ma;r ivi»r nm * ‘ dia*.: ^ d a d 

thousand j>ardnns. High Ijidins lN>Jh ; \n\ ^ ;s- hd! 

hi* locked : hnt thcM* two Miuiatnn‘ , ^h' i’*: . : d iVds 

Itoyah 1 rnpied thi‘m from two tin* Tra's a h s.d h ut j a ,;',d 

has got liack, ask me u<tf ft»r thr.«>: oh, I r - 

ever!' t'pnnwhieh \V iihelmina h ;d IaI.- a ish'i, 
luul pilSN him spcerhlc;..s in the >o:iS-e ... Tla frdow ; 
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au<l yi'.t one im not Iwartily angry either; only reserved 
ill th« Kwinves ; luul anxioiw lihoiit one’s Brother in sueh 
hands. 

Friedrtcli \\illiehn rejK'jita inudi that Ilotham explosion; 
is heard saying that hi* will not again tnait in person witli any 
Envoy from i'onngn purls, being of too hot temper, Init will 
leave his Ministers to do it* 'I’o Qnmi Sophie he say-s coldly, 

* Willii hniiia’s ni;tnia'M\ then, is oil'; an end to it. Abbess 
of Herford ’ tgoml Frolestiuit n-ftige for improvklttl Females of 
Quality, which is in our gift), ‘ let her lie Abliess there ; ’ — 
ami writes to the then extant Ablxw to make Wilholmiim 

* Coadjutress,' or Ifeir .\pjtarent to that Ohief-Nmiship ! 
Nay what k still more mortifying, my Brother says, ‘ On the 
whole, I liad letter, hat! not I ? ' 'I'he eniel Brother ; but 

jndei*»l the des{«‘mte ! For tbings are luoiintiug to a pilch 

in this IlmtschoUL 

Qms<» Fophic's fhoti|fht.s, they an; not yet of surrender; 
that they will never lx*, wbiU* a breath of life is left to Queen 
iiofihio and her Frojeot j wo may fancy Queen Sophie’s mood. 
Nor can liis Majesty !xj in a swret temjxr ; his vexations lately 
have many. First, England is now oH', not off-and-on as 
formerly ; that coinfortahle jxwsihility, hanging always in 
one’s tUonghls, is fairly gone ; and now we iiave nothing but 
the Kaiser to dejaiul on for •liilich imd Berg, and the other 
eteiHcnta of our salvation in this world ! ’llien tiio St.-Mary- 
Axe ili cDii rii',, harassing shadows of suspicion that will rise 
from thi'in, and the unseemly Ilotham catastrophe and one's 
own hiaine in it; Womankind and Ilomwiiold still virtually 
reixdllini*, and all things going awry ; Majesty is in tlie woiwt 
hniitone ; < bnlHes and <iiitr;t: f , his poor tVown-Frince almost 
worse llwn ever. 'Iliere have laa-n ratlan-.showew, hideous to 
think of, tie .•. luliog this very wiwk* on the fine had, wad far 
into the higlt heart of a Itiiyal Young Man ; who caiinot, in 
tlw name of mnnhois!, oikIui*, and must not, in the name of 


> ii#*)sileh, Stalla, aaiijaty {».>.! ijjp. 
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sonhood, resist, and vainly calls to all the gods to teach him 
what he shall do in this intolerable inextricable state of matters. 

Fate and these Two Black- Artists have driven Friedrich 
Wilhelm nearly mad ; and he, in turn, is driving everybody 
so. He more than suspects Friedrich of an intention to fly ; 
which is horrible to Friedrich Wilhelm : and yet he bullies 
him occasionally, as a spiritless wretch, for bearing such treat- 
ment. ‘ Cannot you renounce the Heir- Apparentship, then ; 
your little Brother is a fine youth. Give it up; and go, 
unmolested, to the — in fact to the Devil : Cannot you ? ’ — 
* If your Majesty, against the honour of my Mother, declare 
that I am not your eldest son : Yes, so ; not otherwise, ever ! ’ 
modestly but steadily persists the young man, whenever this 
expedient is propos^ to him, — as perhaps it already some- 
times is. Whereat the desperate Father can only snort 
indignantly futile. A case growing nearly desperate. 
Desperate, yes, on aU hands : unless one had the ‘ high 
mast’ above alluded to, with two pulleys and ropes; and 
could see a certain Pair of Scoundrels mount rapidly thither, 
what hope is there for anybody ? A violent crisis does not 
last, however; that is one certainty in it. Either these 
agonistic human beings, young and old, will all die, all go to 
Bedlam, with their intolerable woes; or else something of 
explosive nature will take place among them. The maddest 
boil, unless it kill you with its torments, does at length burst, 
and become an abscess. 

Of course Captain Dickens, the instant Hotham was 
gone, hastened privily to see the Crown-Prince ; saw Katte 
and him ^at the Gate of the Potsdam Palace at mid- 
night,’^ or in some other less romantic way; — read him 
the Windsor Paper of ^Instructions’' known to us; and 
preached from that text. No definite countenance from 
England, the reverse rather, your Highness sees; — ^how can 
there be i Give it up, your Highness ; at least delay it ! — 

^ Wilhelmina ; Ranke, i. 301, 
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( r..«i, -Entire ilo... not give il up a whit ; whothet he delaw 

II, wt iliall set. ^ 

A busy wetik for the Crowu.Prince and Katte, this of the 
Ibithani (^itastrophe ; who have ntany consultations, the 
.bnsnicy to Ansptwh teing on Saturday next ! Crown-Prince 
Im given him in kiMiping a writing-case with private letters; 

ducats of money, money raised by loan, by picking 
jewelH off some minintHre# of honour, ajid the like sore methods. 
Katte has his very coat, a gray topcoat or travelling roquelaure, 
in keeping ;-^~and their scluiinet arc many. Off we must and 
will be, by i»»n© oj.juirhmily. (fould not Katte get a 
• Hecruiting Furlough,’ Iwve to go into the Rmh on that score ; 
WKiJoin OHO tliettj? licutt'mmt Keith is atWesel; ready, 
always ft^atly. Into Fnm«, into Holland, Blngland? If the 
English would not,— there is war to he in Italy, say all the 
N.'wi.Hj.fCi ; why not a campaign as Volunteers' in Italy, till 
we saw how matters went? Anytliing asul all things are 
linsfemble to igimininy like tW#. No dog wuld endure it 1 — 


CIIAPTKE V 
.XH UXI.V TO THE EEICH 

0N S.itnrduy the 15th July 1780, early in the morning as 
hi« wont wam Friedrich Wilhelm, with a small train of oflScial 
willtary ml W-off from Fotolam, towards I-eipzig, on 

that nainn journey of his, towmds .Auspach and the Rekh. To 
A» iji ich, to «» our }>oor young daughter, lately married there ; 
thwreftoiii w« mn liavo a run into the Ilekh, mconling to 
oiiPCMMwtAium In this wide route there He many Courte wid 
wbirii it might liehove u* to look into ; Courts needii]g 
to be fiicoumgcit to stand for l!«^ Kaiser’s rights, against those 
b’.HgU'h, Freiu'b mid iidiii. bf l-’orclgncrs of the Siiville Treaty. 
We may ho{H‘ at Iwisl to wise our own heavy mind, and have 
the chaff somewhat blown out of it, by this rashing tlirough the 
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open atmosphere. — Such, so far as I can gather, were Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s objects in this Journey ; which turned-out to be a 
more celebrated one than he expected. The authentic records 
of it are slight, the rumours about it have been many.^ After 
painful sifting through mountains of dust and ashes for a poor 
cinder of a fact here and there, our duty is, to tell the English 
reader one good time, what certainties, or available cinders, 
have anywhere turned up. 

Crown-Prince Friedrich, it has been decided, after some 
consultation, shall go with his Majesty. Better he go with us, 
to be under our own eyes, lest he run away, or do other 
mischief. Old General Buddenbrock, old Colonel Waldau, 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Rochow travel in the same carriage 
with the Prince ; are to keep a strict watch over him, one of 
them at least to be always by him. Old General Buddenbrock, 
a grim but human old military gentleman, who has been in 
all manner of wars : he fought at Steenkirk even, and in the 
Siege of Namur, under Dutch William ; stood, through Mal- 
plaquet and much else, under Marlborough ; did the Siege of 
Stralsund too, and descent on Biigen there, which was not his 
first acquaintance with Karl of Sweden; and is a favourite 
old friend of Friedrich Wilhelm’s. A good old gentleman, 
though very strict ; now hard on sixty. He is chief of the 
Three. 

Old Waldau, not younger, though still only Colonel of 
Horse, likewise celebrates the Malplaquet anniversary ; a 
Pomeranian man, and silent smoker in the Tabagie, well seen 
by the master there. To these two elderly authorities, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Rochow, still only about forty, and probably 
sharper of eye, is adjoined as active partner. I conclude, the 
Prince and Buddenbrock ride face forward ; Buddenbrock can 
tell him about so many things, if he is conversable : about 


^ Forster (iii i-ii) contains Seckendorfs Narrative, as sent to Vienna ; Preuss 
(iv. 470), a Prussian Relatio ex Actis : these are the only two original pieces 
which I have seen ; Excerpts of others (correct doubtless, but not in a very 
distinct condition) occur in Ranke, i. 294-340. 
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Dutch William ; about Charles xn,, whose Polish fights he 
witnessed, as an envoy from Berlin, long ago. A Colonel 
Krpcher, I find, is general manager of the Journey ; — and it 
does not escape notice that Friedrich, probably out of youthful 
curiosity, seems always very anxious to know, to the uttermost 
settled point, where our future stages are to be. His Royal 
Highness laid-in a fair stock of District Maps, especially of 
the Rhine Countries, at Leipzig, too ; ^ and is assiduous in 
studying them, — evidently very desirous to know the face of 
Germany, the Rhine Countries in particular ? 

Potsdam, Wittenberg, Leipzig, the wheels rush rapidly on, 
stage succeeding stage ; and early in the afternoon we are at 
Leipzig, — never looking out at Luther’s vestiges, or Karl v.’s, 
or thinking about Luther, which thou and I, good English 
reader, would surely have done, in crossing Wittenberg and 
the birthplace of Protestantism. At Leipzig we were thinking 
to have dined. At the Peter’s Gate there, — where at least 
fresh horses are, and a topographic Crown-Prince can send 
hastily to buy maps, — a Genei-al Hopfgarten, Commandant of 
the Town, is out with the military honours ; he has, as we 
privately know, an excellent dinner ready in the Pleissenburg 
Fortress yonder,^ — ^but he compliments to a dreadful extent ! 
Harangues and compliments in no end of florid inflated 
tautologic ornamental balderdash ; repeating and again 
repeating, What a never-imagined honour it is ; in particular 
saying three times over. How the Majesty of Saxony, King 
August, had he known, would have wished for wings to fly 
hither ; and bowing to the very ground, ' as if, in the Polish 
manner, he wished to clasp your feet,’* said Friedrich Wilhelm 
afterwards. I can fancy Friedrich Wilhelm somewhat startled ! 
How, at the first mention of this idea of big August, with his 
lame foot, taking wing, and coming like a gigantic partridge, 
with lame foot and cocked-hat, Friedrich Wilhelm grinned. 
How, at the second mention, and Polish threat of your feet, 
Friedrich Wilhelm, who hates all lies, and cares not for 
1 Forster, iii. 2. * Map, p. 312. " Fassmann, p. 410. 
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salHliiiiojiti ill th« iHiu'kft 'plntT, ji-rks hiuisn-lf iiuputi' iitty luwl 
saves iuH feet. At the thini nientieii, eleiir it if, Fiieilrieh 
Wilhelm utters the wiml, ‘ Ansjhtnni!’, IlufM-s!’ »ml in very 
tnith lakes to the rumi a}i;iuit ; luiiifjry imieiii!, tint still angrier; 
leaving tlojifgurten lamt into the shaja* *»f n |iar.i.!uilii, ami his 
gmiid tliniuT emiHug futile, in what tragic humiwr we ran 
imagine.’ Why hiw nu Krtisaian I’ainter ibne that scene i* 
liCt lumlher (Jhtalmviecki, when iinother enmes, try whether 
he eaiinot. 

h’rieilrieh tVilhelm regrettial the «liiiijer, nyrr. thil tn hurl 
the gotxl nmn’s feehiigH ; hut emihl stain! it no longer. Ite 
ninluis off for MeUHelwii/, wlien* .Seekemiorf, with at least 
Hilimee, iiiui some «>hl collation insteia! of liinner, U awaiting 
him. Twenty miles off is Meuselwit* ; «j> the flat valley of 
the Pknmic Eiver towimla Altenhurg ; lltrough a region 
memorahle, were we not so hungry. Kainwl fights have had 
their arena here; Liitwa, the toj* of its elimeh -.tecple visilite 
on your right, it is there where the gn-at (litHtavus fell two 
Imnclnsl years ago : on that wi«le <-li!Uu}i.'iii;ii, a kiial of 
Bullring of the Nations, how many fights iiaie been, ami will 
lie ! Altenliurg one tioes not see to night ; hajigv were we 
hut at McHselwitz, a few miles nearer, am! hml mn'ii what 
dinner the old I'eld/eugnteisier has. 

Dinni-r enough, we nml not douhl. The ohl h'. l.i.-. i;;; 
meister has a hig fine Siddosa at Meiisi'lwitj’. ; his !»v utu \jti', 1 > .! 
inheritance ; wilii um-onnnonly fine ganletis ; with » gmnl old 
Wife, moreover, blithe though childless ; and he i* cajwhie 
of ‘lighting more than one candle' when a King coim-s to visit 
him. Dmihlleiffl the man hurls Ids thrifl into alawaner ; and 
hlnzcs-out with conspicuous sph-ndimr, on tins Oi'casiun. A 
heautiful (’asllo indml, this Meuselwitr. of his; the towers uf 
Altenhurg visible in the distance ; Allenhurg, w here Kuns von 
Kmiirungcn stole the two little rrttues, renturirs ago ; where 
we do not mean to jwuise at this time. On tin? morrow mom- 
ing,— unless they chose to stay over Sumlay, which I cannot 

* |t. 4iiy 



(IIAI*. v.| .lOUUNKY TO TIIK HKICII 276 

Hllinit ttiity, Sfck»-i«Uii-f iik» hm mmic liis pnokagcs; and 
J«tH» hiniwlf to I'ritHirw'h WilhOiu'H luigtisl tmvelliug party. 
Ooiug tuTo n jniHittn of tht? Umg space (length of the 
'iVm-)4i'iul h.ipiator jii all) wliieh he is fated to aecouiplish in 
the wav of riding witlj that Moniurh. 

From MeUM-Uvit/, through Allcuhuvg, (Situ, Smdfehl, to 
Oohiirg, i-. otti' iHAt davV jmirnev. Oji one fork of the 
k iji/ig then ner«»H'* the la-ipzig Mister, Ihusc slnmins 

now tiwittdliiig to hrookn ; lending iw np to the water-ahwl or 
reiitrnl Hill lonnt tie*. iMdwwu the Mayn and Saab Rivers; 
where the wnne shower will nni |airt!y, on this hand, north- 
wani, hy the FIsft*!', I'teisw* or other Inlnrinthie course, into 
the Saale, into the MUh*; ai«l jMirtly, on Ihe other hand, will 
flow sotithwiiid into the Mayn ; and so, after endless windings 
in the Frr Motndiuie* [I'uhtil (u tihiy), hy hVankfurt into 
the llhiite at Main/. Mayn takes the stmlh end of your 
shower; Siude takes tlw north, or farther east yonder, 
shower will roll down intir the wnne grand Klla*-river hy the 
Mnhle (t»ver whieh the tthl Jhsismier is tniiuksl to Imild a new 
stone bridge ; Waltensteii« anti ttlhws, as well as 'fime, have 
niiiasl many bridges there)- is tlu* line of the primeval 

aniMtvtains, and their ' '>-r jlnwlitg rain <-i iur;>e.s, in IhoHO parts. 

At tJera. dim «dii Town,* dtH*s not your Royal Highness 
well know the ‘{Jem lloml ? l>»hai» did 

no! forget to inform you *»f that? It I* the corner-stone of 
the Hottw t»f lltaisd. iihinj''-- luh'aumtieni In the world. Here, 
hy ymir Bugiiit nneestors, Ore Jaw of I’rtntogi-niliin' was 
»ettl«k «>'»* ntmli nrhhish wits ajinihilatis! in ihe House of 
llramleidHirg : Iddeit Sun always to inherit the Electorate 
unhnikrn; after Anspaih anti Itaimdh no more apanuge.s, 
U|a)n any e«u»e i«f pretext whatsoever ; aial these thcinaelviis 
to irnnmahle it* the main or Klectoral Htwse, should 

they iner fall vacant again. Vine fniit of thf decisive sense 
that was in the I l«heiiw>li«Jjfw ; of their fine talent for 
Huiiddl'iiiiig rtihhbh, --which feat, if a man «tt do jt, and 
keep doing it, will more titan most oUwro «a«le«t* his coum 
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in this world. It was in this dim old Town of Gera, in the 
Year 1598, by him that had the twenty-three children, that 
the ^ Gera Bond ’ was brought to parchment. But indeed it 
was intrinsically only a renewal, more solemnly sanctioned, of 
Albert Achilles’s Haus Ordnung (House-Order), done in 1478, 
above a century earlier. — 

But see, we are under way again. His Prussian Majesty 
rushes forward without pause ; will stop nowhere, except where 
business demands ; no Majesty of his day travels at such a 
speed. Orlamiinde an hour hence, — ^your Royal Highness has 
heard of Orlamiinde and its famed Counts of a thousand years 
back, when Kaiser Redbeard was in the world, and the Junior 
Hohenzollern, tired of hawking, came down from the Hills to 
him ? Orlamiinde (Orlamow^A) is not far off, on our right : 
and this itself is the Orla ; this pleasant streamlet we are now 
quitting, which has borne us company for some time : this too 
will get into the Saale, and be at Magdeburg, quite beyond 
the Dessauer’s Bridge, early tomorrow. Ha, here at last is 
Saalfeld, Town and Schloss, and the incipient Saal itself : his 

Serene Highness Saalfeld-Coburg’s little Residenz ; probably 

his Majesty will call on him, in passing ? I have no doubt he 
does ; and transacts the civilities needful. 

Christian Ernst, whose Schloss this is, a gentleman of his 
Majesty’s age (born 1683), married an amiable Frciulein not 
of quality, whom indeed the Kaiser has ennobled : he lives 
here, — think, courting the shade rather ; and rules conjointly 
with his younger Brother, or Half-Brother, Franz Josias, who 
resides at Coburg. Dukes of Saalfeld- Coburg, such is their 
style, and in good part their possession ; though, it is well 
known to this travelling party and the world, there has been 
a Lawsuit about Coburg this half-century and more; and 
though somewhere about 200 ^ Condusa^^ or Decrees of Aulic 
Council, have been given in favour of the Saalfelders, their 
rivals of Meiningen never end. Nor will end yet, for five 

^ Michaelis, i. 524, 518 ; Busching, Erdheschreibung^ vi. 2464 ; CErtel, t. 74; 
Hubnei, i. 166. 
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yoijre mow to come; till, in 1735, ‘ 206 Conclusa being 
given,’ they do end, nnd leave the Saalfelders in peaceable 
posKession ; who continue so ever since to this dayd How 
long his Majesty paused in that Schloss of Saalfeld, or what 
he there did, or what he spake, — except perhaps encourage 
ChriKlian Ernst to stand-by a Kaiser’s Majesty against these 
French insolences, and the native German, Spanish, English 
derelictions of duty, — we are left to the vaguest guess of 


fancy. And must get on to Coburg for the night. 

At Coburg, in it» snug valley, under the Festwng or Hill 
(Jostle, — .where Martin Luther sat solitary during the Diet of 
Augsburg (Diet known to us, our old friend Margraf George 
of Anspach hypothetically ‘ laying his head on the block ’ 
Ihms an<l the great Kaiser, Karl v., practically burning day- 
light, with pitiable spilling of wax, in the Corpus-Christi 
pi-,. cession there),* — where Martin Luther sat solil^, and 
wrote tliat t'elebrated Ixtlcr about ‘Crows holding their 


Farlioment all round,’ ami how ‘tlie Pillars of the world were 
never mm by anybody, and yet tiio world is held up, in these 
<lumb continents of space’;-— at Coburg, we will not doubt, 
his Majesty found Franz Josias at home, and illuminated to 
receive’ him. Franz Josias, a hearty man of thirty-five, he too 
will stand !>y the Kaiser in these coming storms? With a 
weak contingent truly, {Mirhaps some score or two of fighters : 
hut many a little makes a mickle! — remark, however, two 
ia>inl.s, of a merely g«‘ncalogical nature. First that Eranz 
Josias hm, or ratlier is going to have, a Younger Son, who 
in »«in« sixty yea»>« hence will become dreadfully celebrated in 
tlm strettts of Paris, os ‘Austrian Coburg. Ibe Austria 

Coburg of Uobespierre and Company. An immeasurable 

terror and |K.rt«nt,— not much harm in him, ^ 

actually comes, with nothing hut the Duke of York 
Dunkirk for «cc,m,pauimenl,-t« those Su 

of 179^-4- Tliit is point Point second is perh p 


* C»tlyk*i Mimllmki, vil. i i^imenreaii- 


* Antes, vol. L p. 200, 
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more interesting ; this namely : That Franz Josias has an 
Eldest Son (boy of six when Friedrich Wilhelm makes his 
visit), — a Grandson’s Grandson of whom is, at this day. 
Prince of Wales among the English People, and to me a 
subject of intense reflection now and then ! — 

From Coburg, Friedrich Wilhelm, after pause again 
unknown, rushed on to Bamberg ; new scenes and ever new 
opening on the eyes of our young Hero and his Papa. The 
course is down the valley of the Itz, one of the many little 
valleys in the big slope of the Rodach ; for the waters are 
now turned, and all streams and brooks are gurgling incessantly 
towards the Mayn. Towards Frankfurt, Mainz, and the 
Rhine, — ^far enough from the Saale, Mulde, or the Old 
Dessauer’s Bridge today ; towards Rotterdam and the utter- 
most Dutch swamps today. Near upon Bamberg we cross 
the Mayn itself; Red Mayn and White conjoined, coming 
from Culmbach and Baireuth, — mark that, your Highness. 
A country of pleasant hills and vines : and in an hour hence, 
through thick fir-woods, — each side of your road horribly 
decked with gibbeted thieves swinging aloft, ^ — ^you arrive at 
Bamberg, chief of Bishoprics, the venerable town; whose 
Bishop, famous in old times, is like an Archbishop, and ‘ gets 
his pallium direct from the Pope,’ — ^much good may it do 
nim ! ‘ Is bound, however, to give-up his Territory, if the 

Kaiser elected is landless,’ — ^far enough from likely now. And 
so you are at last fairly in the Mayn Valley ; River Mayn 
itself a little step to north ; — long course and many wide 
windings between you and Mainz or Frankfurt, not to speak 
of Rotterdam, and the ultimate Dutch swamps. 

At Bamberg why should a Prussian Majesty linger, except 
for picturesque or for mere baiting purposes ? At Bamberg 
are certain fat Catholic Canons, in indolent, opulent circum- 

^ Pollnitz, Memoirs and Letters (English Translation, London, 1745), i- 209. 
Let me say again, this is a diiOFerent Book from the * Memoirs of Pollnitz ’ ; and 
a still different from the Memoiren^ or * Memoirs of Brandenburg hy Pollnitz * : 
such the excellence of nomenclature in that old fool I 
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stiuufN ; iiutl a ruupU; of suhltuw^ Palaces, without any Bishop 
in them ai pn‘.scni. Nor iutlmi does one much want Papist 
!li>.ho|w, wherever they gtrt their pallium ; of them as well 
ke«'p to witidward ! thinks bis Majesty. And indeed there is 
tw IH-thop here, 'I'he pnwnt Bishop of Bamberg, — one of 
thoHi- Wm ,'<i-hiiuhumH, Ctumts, sinnetimes Cardinals, common 
in tlml fat ♦viltee, is a Kaiser's Minister of State; lives at 
Vienna, .-nvehnud in rtsl tnp<s as well as red hat and 
st«« king’<» : and laaisls no exhortation in the Kaiser’s favour. 
!sd «» yoke again, and go. — Fir-wotxls all round, and dead 
nialefaeltirs htackening in the wiml ; thi.s latter point I know 
of the then Bamherg ; and have explanation of it. Namely, 
that the Prince- Bishop, though a humane Catholic, is obliged 
to Hi t B(», Ili» smaii Domain borders on some six or seven 
higgrr oM‘n igntif'-. ; and, being Ecclesiastical, is made a 
iTMjHnd ti* the m ii'.hhniivlng Hcoundrelism ; which state of 
thing* thi* Prince Bishop ha.* sai<l shall cease. Young 
hViwirich no*)* hatk, and old Friedrich Wilhelm and 

KnilP ; anil tmtke of it what they can. 

* lk«d>erg, thnaigh I'ltangen, to Niimberg;’ so runs the 
wav. At Eilfuigcii thms loiters now, recruiting, a certain 
Itiltmeister vtm Katie, cousin to our Potsriam Lieutenant and 
i imlidant ; to him this transit of the Majesty and Crown- 
Pitnre nuntt In* an event like few, in that stagnant place. 
I'letnh Hefuget** aw in Erhmg.en, busy building new straight 
stjwD; no Dnivemty «* yet;— n&y a high Dowager of 
Itolu nth i» m it. -.muewhat exulxTant Ijuly (friend Weissen- 
fel»'» .Slitter), on whom Frmlrieh Wilhelm must crdl in passing 
This high Widow of Baireuth is not Mother of the present 
Heir Apparent there, who will w«l our Wilhelmina one 
dav ; ah no. his Mother was ‘ divcyrml for weighty 
resins* ;» and hi* Father yet lives, in the single state; a 
eomp uativ-lv pio priom. gentleman Ihasc four years last past; 
Sunimor, sinw four y*mw i»toL this lily’s Husband, who 
wte hi* twin geromiJ. Dreadfidly poor before that, the 

* lltoein U iB'U 
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present Margraf of Baireuth, as we once explained ; but now 
things are looking up with him again, some jingle of money 
heard in the coffers of the man ; and his eldest Prince, a fine 
young fellow, only apt to stammer a little when agitated, is 
at present doing the return part of the Grand Tour, — coming 
home by Geneva, they say. 

Rittmeister von Katte, I doubt not, witnesses this transit of 
the incognito Majesty, this call upon the exuberant Dowager ; 
but can have little to say to it, he. I hope he is getting tall 
recruits here in the Reich ; that will be the useful point for 
him. He is our Lieutenant Katte’s Cousin, an elder and wiser 
man than the Lieutenant. A Reichsgraf s and Field-marshal’s 
nephew, he ought to get advanced in his profession ; — and 
can hope to do so when he has deserved it, not sooner at all, 
in that thrice-fortunate Country. Let the Rittmeister here 
keep himself well apart from what is not his business, and 
look-out for tall men. 

Bamberg is halfway-house between Coburg and Niirnberg ; 
whole distance of Coburg and Niirnberg, — say a hundred 
and odd miles, — ^is only a fair day’s driving for a rapid King. 
And at Niirnberg, surely, we must lodge for a night and 
portion of a day, if not for more. On the morrow, it is but 
a thirty-five miles drive to Anspach ; pleasant in the summer 
evening, after all the sights in this old Niirnberg, ^ city of 
the Noricans (JSforicorum Burgumi)^ Trading Staple of the 
German world in old days ; Toyshop of the German world in 
these new. Albert Diirer’s and Hans Sach’s City, — mortals 
infinitely indififerent to Friedrich Wilhelm. But is it not the 
seed-ground of the Hohenzollerns, this Niirnberg, memorable 
above cities to a Prussian Majesty ? Yes, there in that old 
white Castle, now very peaceable, they dwelt; considerably 
liable to bickerings and mutinous heats ; and needed all their 
skill and strength to keep matters straight. It is now upon 
Seven-hundred years since the Cadet of Hohenzollem gave his 
hawk the slip, patted his dog for the last time, and came 
down from the Rough- Alp countries hitherward. And found 



CltMW.l JOUIINKY TO THE REICH 281 

f»v<n»r, not tmnu'riUttl I fiiutsy, with the great Kaiser Red- 
b-ani, and the fair Hoinw of tlie Vohburgs; and in fact, 
with tile I’huih and with the Hejivens in some degree. A 
l»»Vrtt, elcver, anti gidlant kind of young fellow, if your Majesty 
svill think?' Much hiw grown and waned since that time: 
hut the Hiilutwollcni;;, ever Hiiunj, are on the waxing hand; 

nnli-jis this acinirmsl Twaty of Hcville and these English 
Siiiitvhrs }»ul » stop to tln'iii ? 

Alas, it is not likely Fritslrich Wilhelm, in the hurry and 
grniiitg whirl of thhigs, hwl many poetic thoughts in him, 
or pious mmiml mtuuoritw from the Past Ages, instead of 
■.oiiiiitdy (lusty proViR’iiltoim from the prtisent, — ^Iris feeling, 
haste Htaiuly, ami ntHsl of getting through ! The very Crown- 
Priiiee, 1 should guess, wiut jis gocKl as iuditferent to this 
antiijue iiidet of the Ilohenzollerns ; and looked on Niimberg 
ami the old white with little hut mnui: the Princess 

of t’o'd Old, and black eares on her beautiful account and his 
own, }wwrw him t<K> oxclusivoly. But in truth we do not 
even know what tiny they arrived or departed; much less 
wimt they did or fell in ilwtt old City. We know only that 
the pleowuit litili- town of Aioipaeh, with its huge unfinished 
AVA/mw, lay liv«* and thirty miles away; and that thither was 
the next and ‘iUH o litod hit of driving. Southwestward thirty- 
five mile*; through fine sunsmer hills and dales; climbing 
getdlv. on this southward hand ; still drained by the 
.\lnyo Itiver, by the Itegiiit* and other tributaries of the 
Mayn; half wav is IleiWmum,^ with its old Monastery; 
wlnw the lame* of our Hohenzollern Forefathers rest, and 
Albert Arhilhw’s • »k«ll, with no sutures visible.’ On the 
ghmuiy Cliurrh-wall* their memorialH are still legible : as for 
the M-.m t.-, v itself, Maigmf George, our memorable Befor- 
uwlion friend*, abdidwl that, purgeil the monks away, and 


i Nia d.« wdt k»aw«, much IwRer Twa In WtWemberg, So ot 

I,» mUr* ! « *e»iw«i4, tbilh Wimt* (wlikh are apfiUcd to suU other ptao“) 
mmif tM. m even /*»• IW/.-the** two words, HtalChy^tyi. Holy 

;*»«#! )» twtng t»w »«we la oW Teatonic speech. 
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put Schoolmasters in their stead; who were long of good 
renown in those parts, but have since gone to Erlangen, so to 
speak. The July sunset streaming over those old spires of 
Heilsbronn might awaken thoughts in a Prussian Majesty, 
were he not in such haste. 

At Anspach, what a thrice-hospitable youthfully joyful 
welcome from the young married couple there ! Margravine 
Frederika is still not quite sixteen ; ^ beautiful as Day,’ and 
rather foolish : fancy her joy at sight of Papa’s Majesty and 
Brother Fritz ; and how she dances about, and perhaps bakes 
^ pastries of the finest Anspach flour.’ Ah, did you send me 
Berlin sausages, then, you untrue Papa ? Well, I will bake 
for you, won’t I ; — Sarah herself not more loyally (whom we 
read of in Genesis)^ that time the Angels entered her tent in 
a hungry condition I — 

Anspach, as we hint, has an unfinished Palace, of a size 
that might better beseem Paris or London ; Palace begun by 
former Margraves, left-off once and again for want of cash ; 
stands there as a sad monument of several things ; — ^the young 
family living meanwhile in some solid comfortable wing, or 
adjacent edifice, of natural dimensions. They are so young, 
as we say, and not too wise. By and by they had a son, and 
then a second son ; which latter came to manhood, to old 
age ; and made some noise in the foolish parts of the News- 
papers, — ^winding up finally at Hammersmith, as we often 
explain; — and was the last of the Anspach-Baireuth Mar- 
graves. I have heard farther that Frederika did not want for 
temper, as the Hohenzollems seldom do ; that her Husband 
likewise had his ovm stock of it, rather scant of wisdom 
withal ; and that their life was not quite symphonious always, 
— especially cash being short. The Dowager Margravine, 
Margraf s Mother, had governed with great prudence during 
her Son’s long minority. I think she is now, since the mar- 
riage, gone to reside at her Wittwensitz (Dowager-Seat) of 
Feuchtwang (twenty miles south-west of us) ; but may have 
come up to welcome the Majesties into these parts. Very 
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{wiiulifu!, I heiir ; wlill ftlmost young and diarining, though 
Uhtu in a inortnl juidiuly upon her, which she knows of.^ Here 
are Sefk('ndt>rfH too, this is the h'eIdKeugmcister’s 

native ftniutry ; ami there are resources for a Royal Travel- 
ling, ratty. How long the Royal Party staid at Anspach I 
dt» ttot knitw ; nor what they <lid thmt, — except that Crown- 
1‘iinfe hrii'dricli is said to have privately asked the young 
Margrnf to lenil hitn ti jtair of riding-horses, and say nothing 
of it ; who, stispeeliiig .suinelhing wrong, was obliged to make 
protestations aiul refuse. 

As to the Crown rritu-e, there is no doubt but here at last 
things an* actualty coming to a c.riHi.s with him. To say 
trutii, it has hra-n the young matfs fixed purpose ever since 
la* riitvrcd on this .lourney, nay, was ever since that ignominy 
in tin* Camp of Hadewitv., to run away and indeed all this 
while lie has jn«'a.sun*« going oir with Kattc at Berlin of the 
now or imviT sort. Rash young crtuilurcs, elder of them hardly 
almvo fneotitd-lwcnty yet: not goo<l at contriving measures. 
Hnt what then? Human nature cannot stand this always; 
ami it is time there were an end of dcliherating. Can we 
ovi*r have sttch a chance agam ?— *-'^Vhat I find of ccrtaui con- 
erniing i'Viedrich while at Anspach is, That there comes by 
wav of C.rl.ut;';. n, guulerl forward from that place by the Ritt- 
<nei«ter von Katte, a certain inc.s.scnger and message, which 
pfioed of flei'p imjHU'tancr* to his Royal Highness* Ihe mes- 
M-ngi-r was Lieutenant Kattifo Btwant: who has come express 
ffoin Rerlirr hither. He imiuired, on the road, m he was 
hidihm, at I'itu.;v n. of Master's Cousin, the experienced Ritt- 
mri^ter. Where his Roval Highnes.H at present was, that he 
might •lelivir a Is-tt.-r'to him? 'rhe Masleris Cou-sin, who 
lin.wer*-.! notmalls, * At Am.pach,' k«ew nothing, and naturally 
could gel to kimw mrthing, of what the message in this Letter 
wax Rut he judgwl, frt»m m.ss <pu‘slionings, added to dim 
wh- .p.-!!ng ramoum he had heaul, Umt it was (picslionable, 

» mJ Mtm, f. »9 (4*!e, sgtb September lyags-needs 
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probably in an extreme degree. Wherefore, along with his 
Cousin the Lieutenant’s messenger to Anspach, the Rittmeister 
forwarded a Note of his own to Lieutenant-Colonel Rochow, 
of this purport, ‘ As a friend, I warn you, have a watchful eye 
on your high charge !’ — and, for his own share, determined to 
let nothing escape him in his corner of the matter. This 
note to Rochow, and the Berlin Letter for the Crown-Prince, 
reach Anspach by the same hand ; Lieutenant Katte’s express, 
conscious of nothing, delivering them both. Rochow and the 
Rittmeister, though the poor Prince does not know it, are 
broad awake to all movements he and the rash Lieutenant 
may make. 

Lieutenant Katte, in this Letter now arrived, complains : 
^ That he never yet can get recruiting furlough ; whether it 
be by accident, or that Rochow has given my Colonel a hint, 
no furlough yet to be had : will, at worst, come without fur- 
lough and in spite of all men and things, whenever wanted. 
Only — ^Wesel still, if I might advise !’ This is the substance 
of Katte’s message by express. Date must be the end of July 
1730; but neither Date nor Letter is now anywhere pro- 
ducible, except from Hearsay. 

Deeply pondering these things, what shall the poor Prince 
do ? From Canstatt, close by Stuttgard, a Town on our 
homeward route, — from Canstatt, where Katte was to ‘ appear 
in disguise,’ had the furlough been got, one might have slipt 
away across the Hills. It is but eighty miles to Strasburg, 
through the Kniebiss Pass, where the Murg, the Kinzig, and 
the intricate winding mountain streams and valleys start 
Rhine- ward : a labyrinthic rock-and-forest country, where 
pursuit or tracking were impossible. Near by Strasburg is 
Count Rothenburg’s Chateau ; good Rothenburg, long Minis- 
ter in Berlin, — who saw those Prqfossen^ or Scavenger-Execu- 
tioners in French costume long since, and was always good to 
me : — ^might not that be a method ? Lieutenant Keith indeed 
is in Wesel, waiting only a signal. Suppose he went to the 
Hague, and took soundings there what welcome we should 
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havf 'f N«, iH»l till we luivc lU'timlly nui ; beware of making 
IK«M* jKior I’riiife is in unutterable i)er}>lexity ; can 

only answer Katie by that Messenger of bis, to tbe elfect 
(tlate iiiai I a*tter burnt like the former) : ‘ Doubt is on every 
hiiiai ; <b*ubl, ami y<'t t'l-ttuhih/. Will write again before 
umlerlnking anything.' 

Aittl ther«‘ is mi iiueslion he diil write again; more than 
onee ; letters by the jiost, which his faithful Lieutemuit Katte 
in ib'clia receivwl ; tme of which, however, stuck on tlie road ; 
ami this tine,-*— by some industry of jioatmasters spirited into 
\i-.i!.ue*>sRs is likeliest, Ihongh others say by mere misaddress- 
ing, by * waul of iMin on tbe «dt!rcs.H,’— -fell into the hands 
of vigilant Millmtuttr Katte at h’.rlaugen. Who grow pale 
in reading it, ami hat! to restilve on a painfid thing! This 
wiw, I supjH>.st‘, amtiug the; hwl Letters of the series; and 
imi^l have lieen dated, ns i gue.ss, about the 29lh of .July 
ITiltt; but they are now all burnt, huddltsl rapidly into 
nHnihilntbn, iiml one cannot »«»y !~ 

tVrtain it is that the Hoyal 'rrav. lHng Party left Anspath 
in It few days, to go, smfthwiml .still, ' by tbe (Ktlingen 
1‘omdry to«ar»ls Au-.sburg.' ‘ IVueblwiuig ( IJVt Wang, not 
DuMw.uie or !>?// Wang) is the first stage; here lives the 
D.nvagei M!u;;i:o ia<- of Auspach : here the IVinec do« some 
inconreivablv *»«dl fault, ‘ lets a knife, which he is handing 
to or fjow the Serene Iwly, fall,'® who, as she is weak, may 
sull’rr by tbe jingle ; for which hVioilricb Wilhelm hursts out 
on liiin like the Irish Heladliow,"~"to the silent tlespair of the 
jamr I'rinw, The laair Prince mwlilales de-spende ix'solu- 
lii»n», but has to keep them strictly to himwlf. 

Dtiwbtless tbe Ituddenbrm-k Trio, good old miliiaxy gentle- 
nieit, would ciidt'avour to sjieak comfort to him, when th^ 
wint? of» the waul again. Iiei« is Niiwllingen, your Highness,' 
where Hendtwti of Wtniunr, for his overdiaate, got so beaten 
in the 'I1ilrty« Years War; would not wait till the Swedes 

* I* 1^4 f ibi I© Iwllt 
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were rightly gathered : what general, if he have reinforcement 
at hand, would not wait for it ? The waters now, you observe, 
run all into the Wornitz, into the Donau : it is a famed 
war-country this ; known to me well in my young Eugene- 
Marlborough days ! — ^ Hm, Ha, yes ! ’ For the Prince is 
preoccupied with black cares ; and thinks Blenheim and the 
Schellenberg businesses befell long since, and were perhaps 
simple to what he has now on hand. That Feuchtwang scene, 
it would appear, has brought him to a resolution. There is 
a young page Keith of the party. Lieutenant Keith of WesePs 
Brother ; of this page Keith, who is often busy about horses, 
he cautiously makes question, What help may be in him ? A 
willing mind traceable in this poor lad, but his terrors great. 

To Donauwbrth from Anspach, through Feuchtwang and 
Nordlingen, is some seventy or eighty miles. At Donauwoith 
one surely ought to lodge, and see the Schellenberg on the 
morrow; nay drive to the Field of HochstMt (Blenheim, 
Blindhewi\ which is but a few miles farther up the River ? 
Buddenbrock was there, and Anhalt-Dessau : for their very 
sake, were there nothing farther, one surely ought to go? 
Such was the probability, a visit to Blenheim field in passing. 
And surely, somewhere in those heart-rending masses of 
Historical Rubbish, I did at last find express evanescent 
mention of the fact, — but cannot now say where ; — ^the exact 
record, or conceivable image of which, would have been a 
perceptible pleasure to us. Alas, in those dim dreary Books, 
all whirling dismal round one’s soul, like vortices of dim 
Brandenburg sand, how should anything human be searched 
out and mentioned to us ; and a thousand things not-human 
be searched out, and eternally suppressed from us, for the 
sake of that ? I please myself figuring young Friedrich look- 
ing at the vestiges of Marlborough, even in a preoccupied 
uncertain manner. Your Majesty too, this is the very 
‘ Schellenberg (or Jingle-Hill), this Hill we are now skirting, 
on highways, on swift wheels ; which overhangs Donauworth, 
our resting-place this hot July evening. Yes, your Majesty, 
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iM'irt? wiw ti fwit of stonning - -jwing, pang ! — such a 
«oi«f RK mnor on tliat Hill before : like Doomsday 

come; and a hero-bead to rule the Doomsday, and turn it 
to her<»ie marching music, A very pretty feat of war, your 
l\ijaj«««ty i His Majesty w<!ll knows it; feat of his Marl- 
bortniglt’s <l«ing, fatmsl everywhen' for the twenty-six years 
last past ; and will go lo set* tlie .'schellenberg and its Lines. 
'Hie great Dukt* is tieati four years; sank satlly, eclip.scd under 
toira (tf dtdage of his own, tuid nntler human stupidity of 
other men's ! But Ihidtlenhrtick i.s still living, Anhnlt-Dessau 
»i»t othem of us are still alive a link* while ! 

Iloehstiitll itself,-— Blenheim, as the English eall it, meaning 
JilitiMrkfh the other villngt* ««t the h’ii ld, is hnl a short way 
up t he Biver ; well worth stieh a tletinir. By what way they 
tlrtive to the fadd of honimr niui haek frotn it, I <lo not know, 
But there, northward, ttnvanls the heights, is the little woml 
where Anhalt I kwau sttasl at hay like a Molossian dog, of 
ctuijaitnmate military knoal. il|n‘ ; ami saved the tight in 
i*htgetie‘s «|uarler of it. 'rhal is visihk* enough ; and worth 
balking at. Visible enough the rolling Donnu, Mailhorough’s 
plaes! ; the narrow ground, the lionh i ing Hills all grta-n at 
this seastm and tlown ohl Budtlenhroek's cheek, and An- 
halt’s, then* wtHsld rolt «Mi iron tear or two. Avig?hnrg is 
but some thirty niih-s off, once we art* aenw the Donau,— 
by the Bridge tif Donauwi.rth, or the Ferry of Hoehstildl, 

’ swift travellers in a long day, the last of .Tuly, aa* soon 
enough at Ang-hurg, 

A* for I'Vinlrieh, tuumtial and whipl onwanls l»y that scene 
at l‘Vtirhlwi«ig, he is inwarrlly very busy tluring this latter 
jmrt of the mute. iVohably tlten* is sonu* progn*sa towanls 
gaining l*age Keith, Lientenanl Keith of \Vejii*r8 Brother; 
some h«|» tirat Fage Keith, at the right moment ««> 
gain«i : the IJeutenaiit at Wniel is kept duly adviMd. ^ 'I’o 
Liewlcmutl Kalte at Berlin Fritalrich now writes, I diould 
judp from tkmaiiwiifth or Ang-.hutg, * ITiat he ha* ha«i a 
"scene at Feuchtwang; tliat he can itami it m longer, lliat 
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k?iiig givt'ii up, ^ iiittif imiiiiiit Him? In gi» 
acrtw 'tJie Kiiirliiw with its wilt fitiimt? li!l nrr in'iir 
«iwwgli lli«^ Illiiittt Oiiri? ill lilt* ItliiiirlfWiih in «iiiir ijtiifl 
Tciwii ihmh immly IW hr Fn^iirti bniiiiiu; m%y 

IKiir/lu*inu liwt ftinge Ihtlirrwiinl iif lint llii^ wt- 

ik> lint writifi— * iiitw iiiiglil it mit l» f Ik*, mipirwl$rrt% it 
sliiill anti iniwi ! Ymi, Katti% tlia iiwliiiit y«iit fnmr tii»t 
a«! c»ff, ynii Inwii.nt.i4 tiiif IliigiRt; fur M. Ir ikniitt? 

(rAlht‘rvilh‘ ; \ t»ti \ull kiunv tint Vi^M 

him: Krith» onr \Vi‘,rl hnr IhImij fhr 

StMUulitlg'* ; Ult<) 1 frii tk Vllirj \ l, S.;< V. t'l 

him, tvili in* Uit'rr. Hriug \]u* ;n'r.ittu.n v’iiMi smu, ;Ui‘i n i 
tyth«T ihinij^s, c‘; juH'ijiIly tlu* IJMIO ,n . t 

<r All lervilit* id Um* il luiu* iifth^ it i*- 

nnythiiig tvrtmg, cHUutii li*\ om*n uno . thi* 
refugn ill llu* convi’uts in IhuM* tUthuhc irrnun'* ' Nt» 
hixly, nmhn- tht* ,snipulun% will Mu h h h* r^ tir iv. 

Sjiml, Nih'iHH', vigiliiucf I Anti mi utliru !’ A k firt of a 

purport Frit‘(Irit’h tlitl «rita; \Uihh 1 /Mm, Tisot*!*-, * : * fk 
1 .ieutC'imiil Kntti* raariviHl ; it wa nat llsj , it v. i, ...i, -’}; 
llifii stuck upon tin* road, .aiui h U UiN' thf U:1 i. • n ■- 
hnmh This xs tlm strung rrim'c\. ciltunalr «! po.or,^, 
hrought. to liitili I>v that ‘lijdtt atauk-ni i»t dnaapa;,! T;,. 
knife at Ftnichlwaug ; ^ ami hatjpiua h«-.ak\ u?i )u * ua ; i tf ua: 
this Augsburg tiri\t*. At Aug J'mrg, furl la-nuon', ‘ bo';,„':,g 
in all privacy, red chdh, of tpmufity tt> maka a topanal , " tr a, 
tin* grnv heiug unnUainabit* in Kattr , baud : in a', p::- ; , 
tlmngh Uu: watchful Horhow bad fuii UacAh il; g, 

the same* 


' I’Us/ti?', i, V'4,, 
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CHAPTEB VI 

JOURNEY HOMEWARDS FROM THE REICH; CATASTROPHE 
ON JOURNEY HOMEWARDS 

The travelling Majesty of Prussia went diligently up and 
down, investigating ancient Augsburg : saw, I doubt not, the 
Fuggerei^ or ancient Hospice of the Fuggers, — who were once 
Weavers in those parts, and are now Princes, and were known 
to entertain Charles v. with fires of cinnanaon, nay, with tran- 
sient flames of Bank-bills on one old occasion. Saw all the 
Fuggeries, I doubt not ; the ancient Luther-and-Melanchthon 
relics, Diet-Halls and notabilities of this renowned Free 
Town ; — perhaps remembered Margraf George, and loud- 
voiced Kurfiirst Joachim with the Bottle-nose (our direct 
Ancestor, though mistaken in opinion on some points 1), who 
were once so audible there. 

One passing phenomenon we expressly know he saw; a 
human, not a historically important one. Driving through 
the streets from place to place, his Majesty came athwart 
some questionable quaint procession, ribhony, perhaps musical; 
Majesty questioned it : ^ A wedding procession, your Majesty!’ 
— ‘ Will the Bride step out, then, and let us see how she is 
dressed 1 ’ ‘ Von Herzen gern ; will have the honour.’ Bride 

stept out, with blushes, — ^handsome we will hope; Majesty 
surveyed her, on the streets of Augsburg, having a human 
heart in him ; and (says Fassmann, as if with insidious in- 
sinuation) ^is said to have made her a present.’ She went 
her way; fulfilled her destiny in an anonymous manner- 
Friedrich Wilhelm, loudly named in the world, did the like ; 
and their two orbits never intersected again. — Some forty- 
five miles south of Augsburg, up the Wertach Kiver, more 
properly up the Mindel River, lies Mindelheim, once a name 
known in England and in Prussia ; once the Duke of Marl- 
borough’s ‘Principality’: given him by a grateful Easier 

VOI. II. T 
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|i»i s#iti iHwf, 

friHii I'lini by si 'Kiirl* ♦Iwjili « 

Ilriitlii*r, Unit i«’W h. I ksunv tmt if tiin MujrAly rniiiiiitirw 
Unit Imiimirtiiiin lusw wliilt* isi iindiliefi; Inil kiiriw wrll* 
if lie lie iiittHt think it si ,?%}tHh!iy inir, 

Chi the wiitie duy, lut Aii|?ts?*it 1 7 tilt, we untt ; 

«et mil fairly hmuewimb tigniit* 'i1ie rmile l«iiii;?* wi-4.wiir4 
lIii'H lime; InwiiitiH- ; there yiir|il.» iirr Iti 

he reiwly ; ami mere Hniling tlieiieefiirlh* liiwii llie 

Hhiiie»'streiiii^--MU*h a yiirht'--emagi% in the aiiiiiisier wmllier# 
with na 'rmirint?* yet inhaling rmt* lia|t{i!y W'e will 

he|M% at; Wem*h in Uie review ef mul nflirr 

mm Fiwt 4ag*% fir^t is tn In* nt unii 

the wiekial eltl Duke tif W'lirti-nihrr;*;'^ ; thither flr^t frntit 
AugUmrg. We enms the Ikmutt at I iit C'5rni/!'riy^» 

m I know uut wliere ; anil by tiMiicimiw'i iiiiimtU rti|iiit 
triivelkmi find mirietvaii at I^ulwigUmrg, ... elenr Ihitiiigti C'liii* 
Sliiltgnnh and certainly lai Kiitti? Wfiiting thrin ! Safe 
fimws the itilermtHlinle itplumlM, hiii^ are wi* fairly in llie 
Neckar Ckmnlry, in the IlaHin the llhine again ; and eld 
Duke Kterlmnl laitiwig nf Wurf.ndjny; Inddiiig te* Mndly 
welemnt\ pmir uld hcwildemi creiitiiit% win* hm lierunie the 
talk of CJennany in tlicm? litnes* Will Etiglt»li rrndi^w run- 
sent to a inoinentary glanre iiitii his alfaii** ninl hiiii ? 
Strange tilings an* going on at 'Lmhdgdr.ng ; iiiiyAlie itrigin 
of I,tu^^';f.!:'■hurg, and that the Duke slimild Iw tlirn^ atitt «i:il 
at Stutfr^arri; in HmM strange* l4*l. us lake this E.iiw|d'.» 
htndtHl ijidwigslmr^ in Itdth anti then litinteii on : 


/j/da'?/edra'?y.;- in 17411 

^Dtike Efwriiaril laniwig, atiw an elibrll* HriUlrfiiJUi nf” s""t.v f hm 
*lifaiti|(n»knl filmself In hk long reign* nut l*y pnimrAt 
eltetniiifies* tlnnigli tliow* wihn ^ere not hnl iiitl 

MniUnry ; winrii Inivn reinleretl ln.sn rotwiennoi^ in to* 
anil Miill keep klni nienlinnikle in ilnlorri lifoifh mi4 h*? a result. 
Ihikti Klwrlmnl Lntiwig wm ilidy i^tuu'wm mi 

Miiidliirliieli (4iiliwiim ElinaWik) tipwMiti wf llnriy fmu ii#i« ; «iit I# 
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4i*ly iwi*i Hfiii ill <*f»ns{Mi\H‘nrts with Other good results to him- 

»elf ftiltl hen Ihit iii rotim* of tiun' Duke Kherhard Ludwig took to con- 
With luid rreiituri's ; totik, in feet, to swrishing about at random in 
tli*^ |Hiol of iimaio-ry lnk|ttlt>% m If there had been no law known, or of 
the leipl in that uiiilten 

* Pemdviiig which, a certiiiii young fellow, (trUvenite by name, who 
lw*| eonie to liiiit from the Meeklenburg regicnis, by way of pushing 
fortune, anti hml got nmns pageship or the like here in Wdrtemherg, 
rertilhn-tril that he Innl a voting Hinter at home; pretty and artful, who 
inn'ltapii iniglii «hi a atrolii^ «f work here. lie mmh for the young Sister ; 
i‘'efy prelty liniemli ainl a gentlewoinan by birth, though pennilasi. He 
l«irr«W'» rliitliei liir Iter (!*y onerous eimtraet with the haberdasheri, it is 
mii^ Immg poor to a degree) ; he esMily gets her Introduced to the Ducal 
liolrA^i I bids lier-'"'»Slie knows wfiat to do ? Right well slie knows what ; 
eatelies* wdth her ph|uant iiiee, tite dull eye of Eberhard Ludwig, kindles 
Kherlfard Ludwig, and will ntd for something quench him* Not she at 
ai! : How i'un Mhp; ynnr »Serene Highness, ask her not I A virtuous 
young tiuiy, p4n% ami Ciime of a siatnleHs Eamily ! -In brieL she hooks, 
aim of all the liHlie’* in th«^ peol, this lumber of a Duke ; enchants 
liiiii, keepi him Imoked ; and has made such ii ponnyworlh of him, 
liir llio ia*! lu'cnty y*mw and itmre, as Hermany cannot match.^ Her 
|ir 4 dher Ur#iveiiiii the |iage liaa \mmm Hownt (Irivenite the prime 
tinniiler, or ridef of the' Governing <‘ahal ; she (*ount<jSi Cfriivenite and 
Aiiliicrat of Wdrtemfwrg* f^mded with wealth, with so-called honours, 
■^lieaiifl hew* there go they, fliiuiRlng skydngh; none else admitted to 
iiiare Ihaii the liherfy of breathing in silence in this Duchy ;-'the poor 
thilie Kherliard laidwig making no complaint ; obedient m a child to the 
blildlng of Ilk iituveniti. He k become a mere enchanted simulacrum of 
a Duke ; bewdvioni under w«ir«e than llws^oilian spells | without faculty 
of willing, eii.i'epi m she wiik ; Ins Rmiple and he the plaything of this 
rifce or lierate, that gol hold of hirm it has ImM for above 
Immtlf ye»w» Hriiveidte Inis Inwome the wonder of Ctermany ; and 
miukrn, on limm Imtl grouink, a slight mention iw^ Human History for 
niiiiii* time to come* CVrtitltily It is by the t#ravemt*/» alone that Eber- 
Iwfd Ltidwig is remefiibcrrd i: ami yet, dow'U since Idrirli with the 
Hiiiifili,* wiilrli of tln«e mmm nhntftm^ Ibntlektmchers, always art al»- 
ifii#e iilwlltfale wl, no h'Hed himself in your memory ?— 

» BfIrpI |terwifi:« In Wiirlemherg* for quiethi ^iiike, have complied with the 
lirMveiiiia; Hitiiigtt iml willmut protest, and wmmtimei spoken protot 
Tkm llm Itiglil itereroiifi Ikliinliir (let m umm ihhnim^ Ifead of the 

* iU, 440. 

* Wiittt* /WiVi itigln llrniHt* Hwu lefij ! dW A.P. isfiS (Mielmelis, iii. 
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has got memorability on other grounds ; — what reader has not heard 
of QhibelUneSf meaning Waiblingens ? And in an another hour up the 
River^ you will come to Beutelshach itself^ where Ulrich with the Thumb 
had his abode (better luck to him !), and generated this Lover of the 
Gravenitz, and much other nonsense loud now and then for the last four 
centuries in the world 1 — 

^ There is something of abstruse in all these Beutelsbachers, from 
Ulrich with the Tliumb downwards : a mute ennui^ an inexorable 
obstinacy ; a certain streak of natural gloom which no illumination can 
abolish. Veracity of all kinds is great in them ; sullen passive courage 
plenty of it ; active courage rarer ; articulate intellect defective : hence 
a strange stiff perversity of conduct visible among them^ often marring 
what wisdom they have ; — it is the royal stamp of Fate put upon these 
men. What are called fateful or fated men ; such as are often seen on 
the top places of the world, making an indifferent figure there. Some- 
thing of this, I doubt not, is concerned in Eberhard Ludwig^s fascina- 
tion ; and we shall see other instances farther down in this History. 

^ But so, for twenty years, the absurd Duke, transformed into a mere 
Porcus by his Circe in that scandalous miraculous manner, has lived ; 
and so he still lives. And his Serene Wife, equally obstinate, is living 
at Stuttgard, happily out of his sight now. One Son, a weakly man, 
who had one heir, but has now none, is her only comfort. His Wife is a 
Prussian Margravine (Friedrich Wilhelm's Half-Aunt), and cultivates 
Calvinism in the Luthei*an Country : this Husband of hers, he too has an 
abstruse life, not likely to last. We need not doubt ^^the Fates” are 
busy, and the evil demons, with those poor fellow-beings ! Nay it is 
said the Circe is becoming much of a Hecate now ; if the bewitched 
Duke could see it. She is getting haggard beyond the power of rouge ; 
her mind, any mind she has, more and more filled with spleen, malice, 
and the dregs of pride run sour. A disgusting creature, testifies one Ex- 
Official gentleman, once a Flofrath under her, but obliged to run for life, 
and invoke free press in his defence ; ^ no end to the foul things she will 
say, of an unspeakable nature, about the very Duke her victim, testifies 
this Ex-Official : malicious as a witch, says he, and as ugly as one in spite 
of paint, — toujours un lavement a ses troussesf Good Heavens ! ’ 

But here is the august Prussian Travelling-Party : shove 
aside your bewitchments and bewilderments ; hang a decent 

^ Apologie de Monsieur Forstner de Breiternbourg, etc, (Paris, or 

Londres, aux d^pens de la Compagnie, 1745 *)> Spittler, Geschkhte Wtlr- 
tembergs (Spittlers Werke, Stuttgard und Tubingen, 1828; voL v.), 497’539* 
Michaelis, iii. 428-439, gives (in abstruse Chancery German) a Sequel to this fine 
affair of Forstner 's. 
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these are their known acts at Lndwigsburg, That the Father 
persuaded Eberhard Ludwig of the Gravenitz enormity, and 
that the Son got his red topcoat ready. On Thursday 3d of 
August (late in the afternoon, as I perceive), they, well enter- 
tained, depart towards Mannheim, Kur-Pfalz (Elector Pala- 
tine) old Karl Philip of the Pfalz’s place ; hope to be there 
on the morrow some time, if all go well. Gloomy much 
enlightened Eberhard takes leave of them, with abstruse but 
grateful feelings ; will stand by the Kaiser, and dismiss that 
Gravenitz nightmare by the first opportunity. 

As accordingly he did. Next Summer, going on a visit 
northward, specially to Berlin,^ he left order that the Grave- 
nitz was to be got out of his sight, safe stowed away, before 
his return. Which by the proper officers, military certain of 
them, was accomplished, — ^by fixed bayonets at last, and not 
without futile demur on the part of the Gravenitz. Poor 
Eberhard Ludwig, ^ he published in the pulpits, That he was 
now minded to lead a better life,’ — ^had time now been left 
him. Same year, 1731, November being come, gloomy 
Eberhard Ludwig lost, not unexpectedly, his one Son, — the 
one Grandson was gone long since. The serene steadfast 
Duchess now had her Duke again, what was left of him : but 
he was fallen into the sere and yellow leaf ; in two years more, 
he died childless ; ^ and his Cousin, Karl Alexander, an 
Austrian Feldmarschall of repute, succeeded in Wiirtemberg. 
With whom we may transiently meet, in time coming ; with 
whom, and perhaps less pleasantly with certain of his children; 
for they continue to this day, — ^with the old abstruse element 
still too traceable in them. 

Old Karl Philip, Kurfiirst of the Pfalz, towards whom, 
Friedrich Wilhelm is now driving, with intent to be thejfe 
tomorrow evening, is not quite a stranger to readers here; 
and to Friedrich Wilhelm he is much the reverse, perhaps fbo 

^ There for some three weeks, * till 9th June 1731, with a suite of abo^ fiftv 
persons’ (Fassmann, pp. 421, 422). 

* 31st October 1733 ; Michaelis, iii. 441. 
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mucli. This is he who ran away with poor Prince Sobiesla’s 
Bride from Berlin, at starting in life ; who fell upon his own 
poor Protestant Heidelbergers and their Church of the Holy 
Ghost (being himself Papist, ever since that slap on the face 
to his ancestor) ; and who has been in many quarrels with 
Friedrich Wilhelm and others. A high expensive sovereign 
gentleman, this old Karl Philip ; not, I should suppose, the 
pleasantest of men to lodge with. One apprehends, he 
cannot be peculiarly well disposed to Friedrich Wilhelm, after 
that sad Heidelberg passage of fence, twelve or eleven years 
ago. Not to mention the inextricable. Jiilich-and-Berg 
business, which is a standing controversy between them. 

Poor old Kurfiirst, he is now within a year of seventy. He 
has had crosses and losses ; terrible campaignings against the 


Turk, in old times ; and always such a stock of quarrels, at 
home, as must have been still worse to bear. A life of 
perpetual arguing, squabbling and battling, — one’s neighbours 
being such an unreasonable set I Brabbles about Heidelberg 
Catechism, and Church of the Holy Ghost, so that foreign 
Kings interfered, shaking their whips upon us. Then brabbles 
about boundaries ; about inheritances, and detached properties 
very many, — clearly mine, were the neighbours reasonablf ! 
In fact this sovereign old gentleman has been in the Kaiser’s 
courts, or even on the edge of fight, offcener than most other 
men ; and it is as if that first adventure, of the Sobieski 
wedding turned topsyturvy, had been symbolical of much 
that followed in his life. 

We remember that unpleasant Heidelberg affair : how 


hopeful it once looked; fact done, Church of the Holy Ghost 
^\fairly ours ; your CorptLS Evmgelicorum fallen quasi-dead ; 
P^Vd nothing now for it but protocolling by diplomatists, 
^'^ading in the Diets by men in bombazeen, never like ending 

all ; when Friedrich Wilhelm did suddenly end it ; 

revexiu^^j^y locked up his own Catholic establishments and 
^ les, and quietly inexorable, put the key in his pocket ; 


vere, drew his own whip, with a ^ Will you whip 7ny 
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Jew — and we had to cower out of the affair, Kaiser himself 
ordering us, in a most humiliated manner ! Readers can 
iudge whether Kur- Pfalz was likely to have a kindly note of 
Friedrich Wilhelm in that corner of his memory. The poor 
man felt so disgusted with Heidelberg, he quitted it soon 
after. He would not go to Diisseldorf (in the Berg-and- 
Julich quarter), as his Forefathers used to do ; but set up his 
abode at Mannheim, where he still is. Friedrich Wilhelm, 
who was far from meaning harm or insolence in that Heidel- 
berg affair, hopes there is no grudge remaining. But so 
stand the facts : it is towards Mannheim, not towards 
Heidelberg that we are now travelling ! — ^For the rest, this 
scheme of reprisals, or whipping your Jew if you whip mine, 
answered so well, Friedrich Wilhelm has used it, or threatened 
to use, as the real method, ever since, where needful ; and has 
saved thereby much bombazeen eloquence, and confusion to 
mankind, on several occasions. 

But the worst between these two High Gentlemen is that 
Julich-and-Berg controversy ; which is a sore still running, 
and beyond reach of probable surgery. Old Karl Philip has 
no male Heir ; and is like to be (what he indeed proved) the 
last of the Neuburg Electors Palatine. What trouble there 
rose with the first of them, about that sad business ; and how 
the then Brandenburger, much wrought upon, smote the then 
Neuburger across the very face, and drove him into Catho- 
licism, we have not forgotten ; how can we ever ? — ^It is one 
Hundred and sixteen years since that after-dinner scene ; and, 
0 Heavens, what bickering and brabbling and confused nego- 
tiation there has been ; lawyers'* pens going almost continually 
ever since, shadowing-out the mutual darkness of sovereignties ; 
and from time to time the military implements brandishing 
themselves, though loath generally to draw blood I For a 
hundred and sixteen years : — ^but the Final Bargain, lying 
on parchment in the archives of both parties, and always 
acknowledged as final, was to this effect : ^ Yon, serene 
Neuburg, keep what you have got; we, serene Brandenburg 
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Sulzbach ; and, for her behoof, will hold fast by Berg and 
Jiilich, and part with no square inch of it for any parch- 
ment. 

What is Friedrich Wilhelm to do ? Seek justice for him- 
self by his 80,000 men and the iron ramrods? Apparently 
he will not get it otherwise. He is loath to begin that 
terrible game. If indeed Europe do take fire, as is likely at 
Seville or elsewhere — ^But in the meanwhile how happy if 
negotiation would but serve ! Alas, and if the Kaiser, Eng- 
land, Holland and the others, could be brought to guarantee 
me, — as indeed they should (to avoid a casus helli^ and some 
of them have said they will ! Friedrich Wilhelm tried this 
Jiilich-and-Berg Problem by the pacific method, all his life ; 
strenuously, and without effect. Result perhaps was coming 
nevertheless ; at the distance of another hundred years I One 
thing I know : whatever rectitude and patience, whatever 
courage, perseverance, or other human virtue he has put into 
this or another matter, is not lost ; not it nor any fraction of 
it, to Friedrich Wilhelm and his sons’ sons; but will well 
avail him and them, if not soon, then later, if not in Berg 
and Julich, then in some other quarter of the Universe, 
which is a wide Entity and a long-lived! Courage, your 
Majesty 1 

So stand matters as Friedrich Wilhelm journeys towards 
Mannheim : human politeness will have to cloak well, and 
keep well down, a good many prickly points in the visit 
ahead. Alas, poor Friedrich Wilhelm has got other matter 
to think of, by the time we arrive in Mannheim. 


Catastrophe on Journey Homewards 

The Royal Party, quitting Ludwigsburg, — on Thursday 3d 
August 1780, some hours after dinner, as I calculate it, — 
had but a rather short journey before them : journey to a 
place called Sinzheim, some fifty or skty mUes ; a long way 
short of Heidelberg; the King’s purpose being to lodge in 



fKM) Murwin'i K OF \<JH foK, vti. 

tlllit. dillipiiiiilril Mliiil i\iwu uf iiinJ i«-M^r liidii 

Hriiirtlirrg iiimI MHUiihHiiu llii*ir rt^ir iiPi%#*"Fi. fpr tlif* 

lirtt diiy*H WPiL Hiii/lirinu ^nrli %%'m flu* lii» 

Piiiiri* iilwi if ; inil lif rnmm* ArrukuU mi 

!H‘llrr rnlriilaUmu it wiu* is|}irr%%'iHf‘ rirriiirtl in tip* nnpl mii»l : 
nut 111 Siit/.hriiin intrimli? iilil plmil Iwlipf' 

timiglit* litii iivi* nr n\ inilr^ ^liurl t4' It, in tiip 
,?iilriit \'iiliigu tif mhrn* rlrmi riii|ily llarip 

firt* tt» !«* fiHintl Uliirli Inllrr h ii fiivtnirilr iiirlliiwi nf iii* 
iViiiif iihvii^H pf frrr mt iiiiit tlm aipiriirp nf 

Sli«kp'd«iwiis Ii tfPip.pMt \ ii|f|ifrraiftn, liimti nf 

tnliiimn mid ii tid* In iiwli m: lliin i% itlptl iiinii p .■■■’■•' ■, 
Mid witliinii run \m gnt,. Iti?^ Miijr*ly"a liptr'* 

iiitt siiiiijilni »iiii|*lrt iiiiil yrl niid liiiiiiiiin tim? |:i n 

niiiiill Ifiiyiil tlwlrri ^hkh I nrint iiiirtn iiiid Piiiri? n^iinriir* 

brrv— llimtgli Witt ii liiiw liltiwii niul ill 

llitw* Sibylliiir .Fitrrngtw, tlir Irrrnr «f liiiiiiiiii 

miliifr; m rnpy ii frmii fill Rriinr lirlnrrrr 

iirim* ifilli liiigur mt * Al ’^l ..-■■!■■!■■•■;= ■, mt tlii^^ Ilr'isri% 

liiitr dtiiiirr fnr mt\ Hinder fi i'tilitin l'':rr*r imi lanm* 
nfi niilfiiitf flit* iuui|F.u1 tiiimrr Ilf psip wpiiiiI |mrti«ii 
piitMiillti nf Wit* dnr tjtnility rruiiird t*v, ^ und 

til !ir riilrn iiiidrr ii dimfy iVnr i Pit llir llr^'ir» Itniiiiitl ilMdfi 
witii I tin i4imitiirr ^4y nvrr mirV limii 4iJ|n|i?r 

lifid Itn Imnt tniifdliiig tm tnr^iiir^^ iti jnirt#* tut# iliiiit 
bnllrr witit }ii» liiiiiirr r ■ ■■ 

* At Siintliidifi f*" Wditli^ iii^ tlpyti! tt'/h.:,: ; iiiui Inp 

jirkily ti> tint Fngr Krilln '?«# glidr mit nf tisrir 

ijiiartrffi tlww» iti tliiit. wn^l# nld *l\mn jupin' 

hiiinrH riiii l» }iiiii% ill thr grny «f tlit* Art-iimt 

tilt Itliiiii* tn H}n*y«*r h Imt tliW^diPiir# ritling ; tliriirr tti 

i in t»lll i'S#g mA 9r4Hhir>4 #lt4 if;*#. 

wlirif* lifliiVMillllg ill ptrmin | * lir4|i» 

tiritvetfti titin4ir4» I4iiul m| Hmotir.flil 
IciO il'iiiclt»# iliti tmt lb# ImM i4 id-U: m limit's f »rr tvoi tlwm i Immlf 
arileli i 



CATAETllOFHK 


801 


nt A!’. VI.1 

,1 1 t\im> 

Ijuuiitii, into FnuuT, into — ? Knougli, Page Keith has 
uiuirrtttkcoi tu get Iioi'ww, hjuI the llight slwill at last be. 
iliishi, hn4»t. Tojjiamw numiing, before the spaiTows wake, 
it ih <nir to be H}»(m the road! 

Htiins of the 'Tower of Hlnnfreu, Ilohen or High Stavjfm, 
where Kniser HurharoHsa livtal once, yooiig and ruddy, and 
wita nut yet a Miiih^ ‘ winking luul nodding under the Hill at 
yes it is but a few miles to the right there, were 
this a deliberate touring party. But this is a rapid driving 
one; knows nothing about .StaufleH, cares nothing. — We can- 
not fancy F riwirich n'lnctnijcrtHl Barbarossa at all ; or much 
rr'ganlfHl Ht'ilbrtmn itself, the prinei{)al and only famous Town 
they j«M« this tlay. 'The St. Kilian's Church, your Highness, 
anti big stone giant at tin; ti>p of the steeple yonder, — advon- 
tvnou'« nnwons and slater jH‘ople get upon the crown ot his 
heath RometiHieN, and staml waving tlags.' The Townhouse 
t»«» {Hath}utm)y with its aniasting old Clock? And Gdtz von 
15. !li. hiii;'< ii. the Town-Couneillors once had him in prison 
f.>r one night, in the ‘(’.dtz’a I’ower’ here; your Highness 
bia hwini t»r * tlotz with the Iron Himd’? Bfi-lich ingens still 
live at daxthntisen, farther down the Neckar Valley, in these 
partt; and shiw the old Ihimh considerably rusted now. 
II)*i!hrouit, tin* nutst tamous (hty on the Ncckar; and its old 
mimenhinH H.tly Well ‘ ? What cares his Highness ! Weins- 
!a-rg again, which is Imt ft few luila to the right of us,— 
then! it ww that llie Itcsicgisl Wives did that astonishing 
teat, BhO years ago; coining out, as the capitulation bore, 
• with their most valuahle projK'rty,' each brought her husliand 
on her hack (were not the fact a lilllc uncertain !) — whereby 
the ohl Castle Inw, to lids day, the name ‘ liFd/«'rB'mv Faitli- 
fuhiew «»f Women,* Vt'clf's Hueliess, Husband on back, was 
at the hwul of th«»s« women ; a Hohcnzollem ancaitor of 

tZ I tW,.k I ta., -» -f *'» 
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'IVia of VigilaiH'o, Buddouhrook, Waltliiu, Rocliow, lies in one 
Burn ; MajcHty, with hi« Sorkcndorf and party, is in the 
other: n|)j)an*utly all still locked in sleep? Not all: Prince 
Friwlrirh, for I'x.'unplc, is awake; — the Trio is indeed audibly 
aalc(‘p ; unless others watch for the«n, their six eyes are closed. 
Fricdrit'h cautiously rises ; dii’ss«‘s ; takes his money, his new 
rts! ro.iiicl.’iiuf, unbolts the Barn-door, ami walks out. Trio 
of Vifitlancc is sound twlecp, and knows nothing: alas, Mo 
t>f Vigilance, white its own six eytsf are closed, has appointed 
anotljcr jatir to watch. 

Citimmciwhnch the \'alet comes to Hochow’s bolster : ‘ list, 
Herr IdM-rat-I.ietitenant, ple/we awaken 1 Prince-Royal is up, 
low on his topcoat, and is gone out of doors !’ Rochow starts 
to his hnhiliments, or perhaps has them ready on ; in a minute 
or two. Uochow also is forth inti) the gray of the morning - 
finds the young Prince actually on the Green there; in his 
nsJ rinjuejaure, leaning pen.hfly on one of the travelling 

corrifu; * iiuim d/o/ ^va, Jhm Kmiglktit. //oArB/”— - 

Fancy ««ch a mlutation to the young man ! Page Keith, at 
tins moment, come* with a pair of horstm, too : ‘ Whither 
with the «ng«, Birrah?’ Umdiow itsketl with some sharpness. 
Keith, seeing how it was, answeml without visilile emharrass- 
nient, •Herr, they are mine and Kih« tins Page’s horses’ 
fwhicli, I 'utppo.f. is true); * nwlyat the usual hour!* Keith 
might fuld, *lli» Maji*sly diws not go till five this tnoni- 
tng ; latck to the stables !' iHrckontsI Kwhow ; aial, accord- 
ing til thi’ tw4 arcomils, iii«l not susjiect anything, or aficcted 

Milt to iltl M», 

Page Keith if Iuiuc!, tinobUug in his sadtile, Friedrich 
stwlh'il towards the other Barn, at leiutt to be out of 
llrahow’s ciimp uiy. .Bis'kemlorf emerges from the other 
Barn ; awake at the ciiimiion hour : * How do ym like his 
Royal Highmmw in the rtsl miuelauw?’ wks Rochow, as if 
imthing had hi»pj«‘itwl, Wait there ever such a baffled Hoyd 
Hi;dm< V. ; or young bright spirit chninwl in tlm Bear’s Den 

^ Ittli It |P$« 
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in this manner ? Our Steinfurth project has gone to water ; 
and it is not today we shall get across the Rhine ! — Not to- 
day ; nor any other day, on that errand, strong as our resolu- 
tions are ! For new light, in a few hours afterwards, pours 
in upon the project; and human finesse, or ulterior schemes, 
avail nothing henceforth. ^ The Crown-Prince's meditated 
Flight' has tried itself, and failed. Here and so that long 
meditation ends ; this at Steinfurth was all the overt-act it 
could ever come to. In few hours more it will melt into air ; 
and only the terrible consequences will remain ! — 

By last night's arrangement, the Prince with his Trio was 
to set-out an hour before his Father, which circumstance had 
helped Page Keith in his excuses. Naturally the Prince had 
now no wish to linger on the Green of Steinfurth, in such a 
posture of affairs : ^ Towards Heidelberg, then ; let us see the 
big Tun there ; allons ! " How the young Prince and his 
Trio did this day's journey ; where he loitered, what he saw, 
said or thought, we have no account : it is certain only that 
his Father, who set-out from Steinfurth an hour after him, 
arrived in Mannheim several hours before him ; and, in spite 
of Kurfurst Karl Philip's welcome, testified the liveliest 
inquietude on that unaccountable circumstance. Beautiful 
Rhine-stream, thrice-beautiful trim Mannheim ; — yes, all is 
beautiful indeed, your Serenity I But where can the Prince 
be ? he kept ejaculating. And Karl Philip had to answer 
what he could. Of course the Prince may be lingering about 
Heidelberg, looking at the big Tun and other miracles : — ^ I 
had the pleasure to repair that world-famous Tub or Tun, as 
your Majesty knows; which had lain half-burnt, ever since 
Louis XIV. with his firebrand robberies lay upon us, and burnt 
the Pfalz in whole, small honour to him ! I repaired the 
Tun : ^ it is probably the successfulest feat I did hitherto ; 

^ Kohler, Munshdustigu 7 tgen (viii. 418-424; 145-152), who gives a view of 
the world’s wonder, lying horizontal with stairs running up to it. Big Tuns of 
that kind were not uncommon in Germany ; and had uses, if multiplex dues of 
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nitil ttrll wr^rth hn>kiug ut^ hiut yrnir Miiji\siY liad lime!’ 

^ Jd hilt ha amna awiiy au hour lH*fore mei — 

Thr jHttifa Karl Pliilija at kiigllu Naui-ofF one of his 
r^iuarrioH to ruin Unvimln Itiiilelberg, i>r even to Htein- 
forth if nrritful, lun! liee what whh heiH>iru» of the IVince. 

Ufljt'inl person met the Priori*, nil in order, at no 
preal niai hronghi him sufo' to Papals presence 

apiUii. 

IV h\ Papa %^'im in muii a fnsn ahont this Iiitle circmn- 
‘dance 'Pruly I In-re low Ntnutddiinp; come to PapiPs kimw- 
h'i!),te .%iiire lie jicrliapii ninee he arrivee! at Manniudm. 

Pap;i* lieiltn who ritftm iiltt’-ays fadumi the King's eoaelg hm 

ridriru litiH ilay in an agony of remorse ami trnTor; and at 
hiip/ili tprohahiy in 'Mannheim, once Ins MajeHly is gut to his 
Ap:U I lueul's iu* now that he finds hin Maje^4y so aimions 

lltiiri 'Iroi faUeu on his knees, and, wdlh hairs anil ohtesta- 
fimra maitr a vlvrm iaea'd. Pagi* 'lirilh has rmdessed that 
!lif‘ Pj'im ir Prince amt he were to liave bta*n in Hpejeiy ot 
hirlhef, a! Ihi'fi time of the day; living rapidly info France* 

* Prioidenre alone prrvfidr-d if ! Pardon, pardon: slay 

me, *o*iir MujeHly ; hnl there is the nakeil truth, and the 
whiilr of jl, and I havr imihing more to miyV Ilennipon 
rna.no «h"^..pat«di of the Ihpierry ; amt liermipun, fia we may 
t!ie pjiuerrv'--* return with mul the Trio m mi 

1 |ll"i|iraL ;d»}r O'lirt to iuiistliell W UIm'Ijo. 

t nr*bn.h t\'i!!ie!iii oow ’^niiimoiii Itmhieidiruek and Chin- 
j«mv 55foo|:dilwHv ; in ii '-uppri- At-d xotcMuie manner, 

Iidh tjUrnfioie^ and .aatemenls, ohligisl to *f«/i/.irr.w oneself 

ill forngu hi.'i^^^pifalde S'cene t lonse?4,> ^ i%hal atrocity of scfiiitiiii 
and tr'iror hiC* la‘«-n on the 'wtge of hnpjH'ninjm SVlid yoll 
Ihri'r, thadiow, Widdan, llmldeiihrock, murk it, you tliiw am 
rr‘i|a,iieuli!r ; niu! shall aiciwer, 1 HOW toil yoig Witli Vimr 
lirafh file |wnidly, you liriitf km I# oiir own 

IVmiitrv /^cdn, living or ilriMir' iiikW the Suppressed- 

r- 1'^ v'"d ite Ifridrltriii* itii I4||*cat el ititm* iiMimll 

iS.' VV i 4 P 4 .t itSr, iii oiir lime* 
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in this manner? Our Steinfurth project has gone to water; 
and it is not today we shall get across the Rhine ! — Not to- 
day ; nor any other day, on that errand, strong as our resolu- 
tions are ! For new light, in a few hours afterwards, pours 
in upon the project ; and human finesse, or ulterior schemes, 
avail nothing henceforth. ‘ The Crown-Prince’’s meditated 
Flight’ has tried itself, and failed. Here and so that long 
meditation ends ; this at Steinfurth was all the overt-act it 
could ever come to. In few hours more it will melt into air ; 
and only the terrible consequences will remain ! — 

By last night’s arrangement, the Prince with his Trio was 
to set-out an hour before his Father, which circumstance had 
helped Page Keith in his excuses. Naturally the Prince had 
now no wish to linger on the Green of Steinfurth, in such a 
posture of affairs : ^ Towards Heidelberg, then ; let us see the 
big Tun there : allons ! ” How the young Prince and his 
Trio did this day’s journey ; where he loitered, what he saw, 
said or thought, we have no account : it is certain only that 
his Father, who set-out from Steinfui'th an hour after him, 
arrived in Mannheim several hours before him ; and, in spite 
of Kurfiirst Karl Philip’s welcome, testified the liveliest 
inquietude on that unaccountable circumstance. Beautiful 
Rhine-stream, thrice-beautiful trim Mannheim; — ^yes, all is 
beautiful indeed, your Serenity 1 But where can the Prince 
be ? he kept ejaculating. And Karl Philip had to answer 
what he could. Of course the Prince may be lingering about 
Heidelberg, looking at the big Tun and other miracles ; — ^ I 
had the pleasure to repair that world-famous Tub or Tun, as 
your Majesty knows; which had lain half-burnt, ever since 
Louis XIV. with his firebrand robberies lay upon us, and burnt 
the Pfalz in whole, small honour to him ! I repaired the 
Tun : ^ it is probably the successfulest feat I did hitherto ; 

^ Kohler, Munsbdustigungen (viii. 418-424 ; 145-152), who gives a view of 
the world’s wonder, lying horizontal with stairs running up to it. Big Tuns of 
that kind were not uncommon in Germany ; and had uses, if multiplex dues of 



CATASTROPHE 


CHAP. VI.] 

4th Aug. 1730] 


805 


and well worth looking at, had your Majesty had timeP 
— ^ Ja wohl ; — but he came away an hour before me 1 — 
The polite Karl Philip, at length, sent-oflF one of his 
own Equerries to ride towards Heidelberg, or even to Stein- 
furth if needful, and see what was become of the Prince. 
This Official person met the Prince, all in order, at no 
great distance; and brought him safe to Papa's presence 
again. 

Why Papa was in such a fuss about this little circum- 
stance? Truly there has something come to Papa's know- 
ledge since he started, perhaps since he arrived at Mannheim. 
Page Keith, who rides always behind the King's coach, has 
ridden this day in an agony of remorse and terror ; and at 
length (probably in Mannheim, once his Majesty is got to his 
Apartments, or now that he finds his Majesty so anxious 
there) has fallen on his knees, and, with tears and obtesta- 
tions, made a clean breast. Page Keith has confessed that 
the Crown-Prince and he were to have been in Speyer, or 
farther, at this time of the day ; flying rapidly into France. 
^ God's Providence alone prevented it ! Pardon, pardon : slay 
me, your Majesty; but there is the naked truth, and the 
whole of it, and I have nothing more to say ! ' Hereupon 
ensues despatch of the Equerry ; and hei^eupon, as we may 
conjecture, the Equerry's return with Fritz and the Trio is an 
unspeakable relief to Friedrich Wilhelm. 

Friedrich Wilhelm now summons Buddenbrock and Com- 
pany straightway; shows, in a suppressed- volcanic manner, 
with questions and statements, — obliged to suppress oneself 
in foreign hospitable Serene Houses, — what atrocity of scandal 
and terror has been on the edge of happening : ‘ And you 
three, Rochow, Waldau, Buddenbrock, mark it, you three are 
responsible; and shall answer, I now tell you, with your 
heads. Death the penalty, unless you bring hwi to our own 
Country again, — living or dead,”’ added the Suppressed- 


wine were to be paid in naturd : the Heidelberg, the biggest of them, is small 
to the Whitbread-and-Company, for porter’s ale, in our time. 
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in fact we had better speak of the Battle of Zentha and the 
Heidelberg Tun, while this Visit lasts. 

On the morrow, Saturday August Sth, certain Frenchmen 
from the Garrison of Landau come across to pay their court 
and dine. Which race of men Friedrich Wilhelm does not 
love ; and now less than ever, gloomily suspicious they may 
be come on parricide Fritz’s score, — ^you Rochow and Com- 
pany keep an eye ! By night and by day an eye upon him ! 
Friedrich Wilhelm was, no doubt, glad to get away on the 
morrow afternoon ; fairly out into the Berg-Strasse, into the 
summer breezes and umbrageous woods, with all his pertinents 
still safe about him ; rushing towards Darmstadt through 
the Sunday stillness, where he will arrive in the evening, time 
enough.^ 

The old Prince of Darmstadt, Ernst Ludwig, Langraf of 
Hessen-Darmstadt, age now sixty-three, has a hoary venerable 
appearance, according to Pollnitz, ^ but sits a horse well, walks 
well, and seems to enjoy perfect health,’ — which we are glad 
to hear of. What more concerns us, ^he lives usually, quite 
retired, in a small house upon the Square,’ in this extremely 
small Metropolis of his, ^and leaves his Heir- Apparent to 
manage all business in the Palace and elsewhere.’ ^ Poor old 
Gentleman, he has the biggest Palace almost in the world ; 
only he could not finish it for want of funds ; and it lies 
there, one of the biggest futilities, vexatious to look upon* 
No doubt the old Gentleman has had vexations, plenty of 
them, first and last. He is now got disgusted with the affairs 
of public life, and addicts himself very much to ‘ turning 
ivory,’ as the more eligible employment. He lives in that 
small house of his, among his turning-lathes and ivory shav- 
ings ; dines in said small house, ^ at a table for four persons’ ; 
only on Sunday, and above all on this Sunday, puts off his 
apron ; goes across to the Palace ; dines there in state, with 


^ ‘ Sunday Evening arrive at Darmstadt,’ says Seckendorf (in Forster, iii. 3), 
but by mistake calls it the * 7th ’ instead of ‘ 6t]L* 

^ Pollnitz, Memoirs and Letters^ ii. 66. 
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Behold, at Frankfurt, the Trio of Vigilance, Euddenbrock 
and Company (horrible to think of !) signify, ^ That we have 
the King's express orders Not to enter the Town at all with 
your Royal Highness. We, for our part, are to go direct 
into one of the Royal Yachts, which swing at anchor here, 
and to wait in the same till his Majesty have done seeing 
Frankfurt, and return to us.' Here is a message for the poor 
young Prince: Detected, prisoner, and a volcanic Majesty 
now likely to be in full play when he returns ! — Gilt weather- 
cock on the Mayn Bridge (which one Goethe used to look 
at, in the next generation) — ^this, and the steeple -tops of 
Frankfurt, especially that steeple-top with the grinning skull 
of the mutinous malefactor on it, warning to mankind what 
mutiny leads to ; this, then, is what we are to see of Frank- 
furt ; and with such a symphony as our thoughts are playing 
in the background. Unhappy Son, unhappy Father, once 
more ! 

Nay, Friedrich Wilhelm got new lights in Frankfurt: 
Rittmeister Katte had an estafette waiting for him there. 
Estafette with a certain Letter, which the Rittmeister had 
picked-up in Erlangen, and has shot across by estafette to 
wait his Majesty here. Majesty has read with open eyes and 
throat : Letter from the Crown-Prince to Lieutenant Katte 
in Berlin : treasonous Flight-project now indisputable as the 
sun at noon ! — His Majesty stept on board the Yacht in such 
humour as was never seen before : ^ Detestable rebel and 
deserter, scandal of scandals — !' — it is confidently written 
everywhere (though Seckendorf diplomatically keeps silence), 
his Majesty hustled and tussled the unfortunate Crown-Prince, 
poked the handle of his cane into his face and made the nose 
|)leed, — ‘'Never did a Brandenburg face suffer the like of 
this ! ’ cried the poor Prince, driven to the edge of mad 
ignition and one knows not what : when the Buddenbrocks, 
at whatever peril, interfered; got the Prince brought on 
board a different Yacht ; and the conflagration moderated for 
the moment. The Yachts get under way towards Mainz 
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and down tlie Rhine-stream. The Yachts glide swiftly on 
the favouring current, taking advantage of what wind there 
may be : were we once ashore at Wesel in our own country, — 
wait till then, thinks his Majesty i 

And so it was on these terms that Friedrich made his first 
acquaintance with the beauties of the Rhine ; — readers can 
judge whether he was in a temper very open to the pictur- 
esque. I know not that they paused at Mainz, or recollected 
Barbarossa’s World-Tournament, or the Hochheim vineyards 
at all : I see the young man’s Yacht dashing in swift gallop, 
not without danger, through the Gap of Bingen; dancing 
wildly on the boiling whirlpools of St. Goar, well threading 
the cliifs ; — the young man gloomily insensible to danger of 
life, and charm of the picturesque. Coblenz {C(mjluentia\ 
the Moselle and Ehrenbreitstein : Majesty, smoking on deck 
if he like, can look at these through grimly pacifying tobacco ; 
but to the Crown-Prince life itself is fallen haggard and 
bankrupt. 

Over against Coblenz, nestled in between the Rhine and 
the foot of Ehrenbreitstein,^ there, perhaps even now, in his 
Hunting- Lodge of Kerlich yonder, is his Serene Highness the 
fat little Kurfiirst of Trier, one of those Austrian Schonborns 
(Brother to him of Bamberg) ; upon whom why should we 
make a call ? We are due at Bonn ; the fortunate young 
Kurfiirst of Koln, richest Pluralist in the Church, expects us 
at his Residence there. Friedrich Wilhelm views the fine 
Fortress of Ehrenbreitstein : — what would your Majesty think 
if this were to be yours in a hundred years ; this and much 
else, by way of compound-interest for the Berg-and-Jiilich, 
and other outstanding debts ? Courage, your Majesty ! — 
On the fat little Kurfiirst, at Kerlich here, we do not call : 
probably out hunting ; ^ hunts every day,’ ^ as if it were his 
trade, poor little soul. 

^ Pollnitz, Memoirs and Letters^ iii. iSg, 

* Biisching, BeytragCi iv. 20 J. 
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At Bonn, where we do step ashore to lodge with a lean 
Kurfurst, Friedrich Wilhelm strictly charges, in my (Secken- 
dorf s) hearing, the Trio of Vigilance to have an eye ; to see 
that they bring the Prince on board again, ‘ living or dead,'* 
— No fear, your Majesty. Prince listened with silent, almost 
defiant patience, ^mit grosser Geduld,'* ^ At Bonn the Prince 
contrived to confide to Seckendorf, ^That he had in very 
truth meant to run away : he could not, at the age he was 
come to, stand such indignities, actual strokes as in the Camp 
of Radewitz; — and he would have gone long since, had it 
not been for the Queen and the Princess his Sister’s sake. 
He could not repent what he had done : and if the King did 
not cease beating him in that manner, etc., he would still do 
it. For loss of his own life, such a life as his had grown, he 
cared little ; his chief misery was, that those Officers who had 
known of the thing should come to misfortune by his means. 
If the King would pardon these poor gentlemen, he would 
tell him everything. For the rest, begged Seckendorf to 
help him in this labyrinth; — ^nothing could ever so oblige 
him as help now ; ’ and more of the like sort. These things 
he said, at Bonn, to Seckendorf, the fountain of all his 
woes.^ What Seckendorf’s reflections on this his sad handi- 
work now were, we do not know. Probably he made none, 
being a strong-minded case-hardened old stager ; but resolved 
to do what he could for the poor youth. Somewhere on this 
route, at Bonn more likely than elsewhere, Friedrich wrote in 
pencil three words to Lieutenant Keith at Wesel, and got it 
to the Post-Office : ^ Sauvez-voas^ tout est decouvert (All is 
found out ; — away) 1 ® 

Clement August, expensive Kurfurst of Koln (Elector of 
Cologne, as we call it), who does the hospitalities here at Bonn, 
in a grand way, with ^ above a hundred and fifty chamberlains 

1 Seckendorf (in Forster, iii. 4). ^ . 

» Wilhelmina (i. 265) says it was a Page of the Old Dessauer’s, a comrack of 
Keith’s, who, having known in time, gave him warning. Certain it is, this Note 
of Friedrich’s, which the Books generally assign as cause, could not have done it 
(infri, p. 319, and the irrefragable date there). 
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for one item, — glance at him, reader ; perhaps we shall meet 
the man again. He is younger Brother of the elegant 
ambitious Karl Albert, Kurfurst of Bavaria, whom we have 
transiently heard of : sons both of them are of that ^ Elector 
of Bavaria ’ who haunts us in the Marlborough Histories, — 
who joined Louis xiv. in the Succession War, and got hunted 
about at such a rate, after Blenheim especially. His Boys, 
prisoners of the Kaiser, were bred-up in a confiscated state, as 
sons of a mere private gentleman ; nothing visibly ahead of 
them, at one time, but an obscure and extremely limited 
destiny of that kind ; — ^though now again, on French favour, 
and the turn of Fortune’s inconstant wheel, they are mounting 
very high. Bavaria came all back to the old Elector of 
Bavaria ; even Marlborough’s ‘ Principality of Mmdelheim ’ 
came.^ And the present Kurfurst, who will not do the 
Pragmatic Sanction at all, — ^Kurfiirst Karl Albert of Baiern, 
our old Karl Philip of Mannheim’s genealogical ^ Cousin ’ ; — 
we heard of abstruse colleaguings there, tendencies to break 
the Pragmatic Sanction altogether, and reduce it to waste 
sheepskin ! Not impossible Karl Albert will go high enough. 
And this Clement August the cadet, he is Kurfurst of Koln ; 
by good election-tactics, and favour of the French, he has 
managed to succeed an Uncle here : has succeeded at Osna- 
briick in like fashion ; — ^poor old Ernst August of Osnabriick 
(to whom we once saw George i. galloping to die, and who 
himself soon after died), his successor is this same Clement 
August, the turn for a Catholic Bishop being come at 
Osnabriick, and the French being kind. Kurfurst of Kdln, 
Bishop of Osnabriick, ditto of Paderborn and, Munster, ditto 
now of Hildesheim ; richest Pluralist of the Church. Goes 
about here in a languid expensive manner; ^in green coat 
trimmed with narrow silver-lace, small bagwig done with 

^ At the Peace of Baden (corollary to Utrecht), Elector had been 

‘ banned ’ solemnly drummed out), 1706; nothing but French pay to 

live upon, till he got back : died 26th February 1726, when Karl Albert succeeded 
(MichaeliS| ii. 255). 
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French garniture {Schlejfe) in front ; and has red heels to his 
shoes.’ A lanky indolent figure, age now thirty ; ‘ tall and 
slouching of person, long lean face, hook-nose, black beard, 
mouth somewhat open.’ ^ Has above one hundred and fifty 
chamberlains ; — and, I doubt not, is inexpressibly wearisome 
to Friedrich Wilhelm in his Majesty’s present mood. Patience 
for the moment, and politeness above all things I — ^The Trio 
of Vigilance had no difficulty with Friedrich ; brought him on 
board safe again next day, and all proceeded on their voyage ; 
the Kurfiirst in person politely escorting as far as Koln. 

Koln, famed old City of the Three Kings, with its famed 
Cathedral where those three gentlemen are buried, here the 
Kurfiirst ceases escorting ; and the flat old City is left, excit- 
ing what reflections it can. The architectural Dilettanti of 
the world gather here ; St. Ursula and her Eleven Thousand 
Virgins .were once massacred here, your Majesty ; an English 
Princess she, it is said. ‘ Narrervpossen (Pack of nonsense) 1 ’ 
grumbles Majesty. — Pleasant Dusseldorf is much more 
interesting to his Majesty ; the pleasant Capital of Berg, 
which ought to be ours, if right could be done ; if old Pfalz 
would give-up his crotchets ; and the bowls, in the big game 
playing at Seville and elsewhere, would roll fair ! Dusseldorf 
and that fine Palace of the Pfalzers, which ought to be mine ; 

and here next is Kaiserswerth, a place of sieges, cannonad- 

ings, known to those I knew. "'M-na, from father to son 
and grandson it goes on, and there is no end to trouble 
and war ! — 

His Majesty’s next lodging is at Mors ; old gaunt Castle m 
the Town of Mors, which (thanks to Leopold of ^halt- 
Dessau and the Iron Eamrods) is now his Majesty’s in spite 
of the Dutch. There the lodging is, at an hour’s drive west- 
ward from the Ehine-shore : — where his Majesty quitted the 
Eiver, I do not know ; nor whither the Crown-Prince went to 


3 BUscHng {Beytrdge, iv. 201-204: from a certain TraveUmg Tutor’s 
Diary of 1731 ; where also is detail of the Kurfiirst’s mode of Dining, ^elaWc 
but Zcary, both mode and detail). His Schloss is now the Bonn University. 
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scent of Keith, and follow him till found and caught. Also, 
on the other hand, that the Crown-Prince be constituted 
prisoner; sail down to Wesel, prisoner in his Yacht, and 
await upon the Rhine there his Majesty’s arrival. Formidable 
omens, it is thought. 

His Majesty, all business done in Geldem, drives across to 
Wesel ; can see Fritz’s Yacht waiting duly in the River, and 
black Care hovering over her. It is on the evening of the 
12th of August 1730. And so his Majesty ends this 
memorable Tour into the Reich ; but has not yet ended the 
gloomy miseries, for himself and others, which plentifully 
sprung out of that. 


CHAPTER VII 


CATASTROPHE, AND MAJESTY, ARRIVE IN BERLIN 

At Berlin dark rumours of this intended flight, and actual 
Arrest of the Crown-Prince, are agitating all the world; 
especially Lieutenant Katte, and the Queen and Wilhelmina, 
as we may suppose. The first news of it came tragically on 
the young Princess.^ 


^ Mamma had given a ball in honour of Papa’s Birthday/— Tuesday 
15th August 1730 and we were aU dancing in the fine saloons of Mon- 
hii ou, with pretty intervals in the cool boscages and orangeries of the place : 
all of us as happy as could be ; Wilhelmina, in particular, dancing at an 
unusual rate. ^ We recommenced the ball after supper. 

I had not danced before ; it was new fruit, and I took my fiU of it, with- 
out heeding much what was passing. Madam Bulow, who with othe^ of 
them had worn long faces all night, pleading “ illness when one nobced 
it, said to me several times : “It is late, I wish you had dona - Eh, 
mon Bieur I answered, “let me have enough of dmci^ this 0“® 
time; it may he long before it comes again. - That may weU be ■ 

1 Apparently some from FrankfuH, which she confuses in her after- 

memory with L specific news Wosol; for her dates here as usual, are a l 

"(WUhelmiua. i. 246 ; Preuss, i. 4*. iv. 473 1 Seckendorf, m Forster, m. 6). 
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said she. I paid no regard, but continued to divert myself. She returned 
to the charge half an hour after : Will you end, then ! ” said she with 
a vexed air : ^^you are so engaged, you have eyes for nothing.” — You 
are in such a humour,” I replied, ^^that I know not what to make of it.” 
— Look at the Queen, then. Madam ; and you will cease to reproach 
me ! ” A glance which I gave that way filled me with terror. There sat 
the Queen, paler than death, in a corner of the room, in low conference 
with Sonsfeld and Countess Finkenstein. As my Brother was most in 
my anxieties, I asked. If it concerned him.^ Biilow shrugged her 
shoulders, answering, “1 don’t know at all!” A moment after, the 
Queen gave Good-night; and got into her carriage with me, — speaking 
no word all the way to the Schloss ; so that I thought my Brother must 
be dead, and I myself took violent palpitations, and Sonsfeld, contrary 
to orders, had at last to tell me in the course of the night.' Poor 
Wilhelmina, and poor Mother of Wilhelmina ! 

The fact, of Arrest, and unknown mischief to the Prince, is 
taken for certain ; but what may be the issues of it ; who 
besides the Prince have been involved in it, especially who will 
be found to have been involved, is matter of dire guess to the 
three who are most interested here. Lieutenant Katte finds 
he ought to dispose of the Prince’s effects which were intrusted 
to him ; of the Thousand gold Thalers in particular, and, 
beyond and before all, of the locked Writing-desk, in which 
lies the Prince’s correspondence, the very Queen and Princess 
likely to be concerned in it! Katte despatches these two 
objects, the Money and the little Desk, in all secrecy, to 
Madam Finkenstein, as to the surest hand, with a short Note 
shadowing out what he thinks they are : Countess Finkenstein, 
old General von Finkenstein’s Wife, and a second mother to 
the Prince, she, like her Husband, a sworn partisan of the 
Prince and his Mother, shall do with these precious and 
terrible objects what, to her own wise judgment, seems best. 

Madam Finkenstein carries them at once, in deep silence, to 
the Queen. Huge dismay on the part of the Queen and 
Princess. They know too well what Letters may be there ; 
and there is a seal on the Desk, and no key to it ; neither 
must it, in time coming, seem to have been opened, even if we 
could now open it. A desperate pinch, and it must be solved* 
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I'Viimtf wit im<{ Williohiunsi tlitl Htjlve it, by Home preeminently 
wuie (ieviee of their (leM}«ur;‘ umi contrived to get the 
Ij«-tters <Htt : hundredH of enough to be our death if 

read, miy» VVilhebnina. 'riawe lA'tlerK they burnt; and set 
to writing, fiott iw the |h>« would go, other letters in their 
juli-ad. Eanev the momi tif thm; two H(jyid Women, and the 
black whirlwind they wm' in. Wilbelmina’s despatch was 
incisHijldc ; }M‘n went at the gidlop night and <lay : new lettere, 
of old <lateH and of «»» nwaniitg, are got into tlie Desk again ; 
the Ihwk fkwsi, without mark of injury, and shoved aside 
whib it ii yat time, “'rime pn*H»e«; his Maj&sty too, and the 
events, go at Katlop, Ilerct in a I.etter from his Majesty, to 
a trusty Mistretw of the lioSaw, t»r whatever she is ; which, let 
it arrive through wlmt Hofteniug m«lin it likeH, will complete 
the poor yutam’H jlcspair : 

*!iitv fti*»r frail von (vMiufekii, frit* Ims »Ucmi»t«l to ilcHert. 1 Imve 
Iwii imiler Ute jiere«Hi|ty to have him arrestwt. J wpiMt you to toll my 
Wife of it la Howw «(»«! way, that tli« new* ni*y not terrify her. And 
|iHy au ttiili«j»j»y Father. FaiKnaroa Wn.nmjM.'* 

'Hie Mime post brought an order to the Colonel of the 
<lemi d’Aniies to pul Unit I,ieutennnt Katte of his under 
rlwm contineutent we hojat tlie thoughthws young fellow 
has almuiy got out <»f the way ? He is getting hi.s saddle 
alteml ; fettling idtotd this atid tliat ; does not consider what 
danger he is in. 'I’his same Sunday, his Major met him on 
the street of Berlin; »id, in a signifk'niit tone, ‘You still 
hrir, Kiitte ! ’ * I gt» this night,' answeml Katie ; but he 

again pnt it off, did not go this night; and the order for bk 
amul did come in. On the morrow morning, Colonel 
Famiewil*, Imping now he was not there, went with the 
rhiwiamatdhine onier ; and iinding the unlucky fellow, was 
ohligwl to esmcMte it. Katte lies in ward, awaiting what may 
tie |irt*jE-a'iii! fiit tiilii. 

^ I. ^ .r * 

* .Hn il^ti I * Wmk wi Su'irfiy aoUi Augwit, at 

ii« fdmM «f llfiliii 
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Friedrich Wilhelm at Wesel has had rough passages with 
the Prince and others. On the Saturday evening 1 2th 
August 1730,^ his Majesty had the Culprit brought on 
shore, to the Commandant’s House, for an interview. Culprit 
proving less remorseful than was expected, and evidently not 
confessing everything, a loud terrible scene ensued ; which 
Friedrich Wilhelm, the unhappy Father, winded up by draw- 
ing his sword to run the unnatural Son through the body. 
Old General Mosel, Commandant of Wesel, sprang between 
them, ‘ Sire, cut me to death, but spare your Son ! ’ and the 
sword was got back to its scabbard ; and the Prince lodged 
in a separate room, two sentries with fixed bayonets keeping 
watch over him. Friedrich Wilhelm did not see his face 
again for twelve months to come, — ‘ twelve months and three 
days.’ 

Military gentlemen of due grimness interrogated the Prince 
next evening,^ from a Paper drawn-up by his Majesty in the 
interim. Prince confesses little : Did design to get across 
the Rhine to Landau ; thence to Strasburg, Paris, in the 
strictest incognito; intended to volunteer there, thought he 
might take French service, profoundly incognito, and signalise 
himself in the Italian War (just expected to break out), 
which might have recovered him some favour from his 
Majesty : does not tell clearly where his money came from ; 
shy extremely of elucidating Katte and Keith ; — in fact, as 
we perceive, struggles against mendacity, but will not tell the 
whole truth. ‘ Let him lie in ward, then ; and take what 
doom the Laws have appointed for the like of him 1 ’ Divine 
Laws, are they not ? Well, yes, your Majesty ; divine and 
human ; — or are there perhaps no laws but the human sort, 
completely explicit in this case ? ^ He is my Colonel at least,’ 

thinks Friedrich Wilhelm, ‘and tried to desert and make 
others desert. If a rebellious Crown-Prince, breaking his 
Father’s heart, find the laws still inarticulate ; a deserting 

^ Preuss, iv. 473 ; Seckendorf (Forster, iii. 6) says 13th, but wrong, 

* Seckendorf (in Forster, iii. 5). 
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Colonel of the Potsdam Regiment finds them speak plain 
enough. Let him take the answer they give him.’ — 

Dumoulin, in the mean while, can make nothing of Keith, 
the runaway Lieutenant. Dumoulin, with his sagacious 
organ, soon came upon the scent of Keith ; and has dis- 
covered these things about him : One evening, a week before 
his Majesty arrived, Sunday evening 6th August 1730,^ 
Lieutenant Keith, doubtless smelling something, saddled his 
horse as above mentioned, decided to have a ride in the 
country this fine evening, and issued out at the Briinen Gate 
of Wesel. He is on the right bank of the Rhine ; pleasant 
yellow fields on this hand and that. He ambles slowly, for a 
space ; then gradually awakens into speed, into full speed ; 
arrives, within a couple of hours, at Dingden, a Village in the 
Munster Territory, safe over the Prussian Border, by the 
shortest line ; and from Dingden rides at more leisure, but 
without losing time, into the Dutch Overyssel region, straight 
towards the Hague. He must be in the Hague ? said 
Dumoulin to the Official persons, on arriving there, — ^to 
Meinertshagen the Prussian Ambassador there, ^ and to 
Keppel, Dutch Official gentleman who was once Ambassador 
at Berlin. Prussian Ambassador applies, and again applies, 
in the highest quarters ; but we fear they are slack. 
Dumoulin discovers that the man was certainly here ; Keppel 
readily admits, He had Keith to dinner a few days ago : but 
where Keith now is, Keppel cannot form the least guess. 

Dumoulin suspects he is with Lord Chesterfield, the 
English Ambassador here. A light was seen, for a night or 
two, in one of the garret-rooms of Lord Chesterfield’s house, 
— ^probably Keith reading ? — but Keith is not to be heard of, 
on inquiry there ; and the very light has now gone out. 
The distinguished English Lord is gone to England in these 
days ; but his German Secretary is not gone : the House is 
inviolable, impregnable to Prussia. Who knows, in spite of 

1 ex AcHs: in Preuss, iv. 473. 

* Seckendorf (Forster, iii. 7). 
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tlie light going out, but Keith h still there, merely with a 
window-shutter to screen him ? One morning, it becomes 
apparent Keith is not there. One morning, a gentleman at 
the seaside is admiring Dutch fishing-skiffs, and how they do 
sail. ‘ Pooh, Sir, that is nothing I ’ answers a man in multi- 
plex breeches ; ^ the other night I went across to England in 
one, with an Excellency'^s Messenger who could not wait ! ’ — 
Truth is, the Chesterfield Secretary, who forbade lights, took 
the first good night for conveying Keith to Scheveningen and 
the seaside ; where a Fisher-boat was provided for him ; 
which carried him, frail craft as it was, safe across to 
England. Once there, the Authorities took pity on the poor 
fellow ; — ^furnished the modicum of cash and help ; sent him 
with Admiral Norris to assist the Portuguese, menaced with 
Spanish war at this time ; among whom he gradually rose to 
be Major of Horse. Friedrich Wilhelm cited him by tap of 
drum three times in Wesel, and also in the Gazettes, native 
and Dutch ; then, as he did not come, nailed an Effigy of 
him (cut in four, if I remember) on the gallows there ; and 
confiscated any property he had. Keith had more pedigree 
than property ; was of Poberow in Pommern ; son of poor 
gentlefolks there. He sent no word of himself to Prussia, for 
the next ten years ; so that he had become a kind of myth to 
many people ; to his poor Mother among the rest, who has 
her tragical surmises about him. He will appear again ; but 
not to much purpose. His Brother, the Page Keith, is 
packed into the Fusileer Regiment, at Wesel here ; and there 
walks sentry, unheard of for the rest of his life. So much for 
the Keiths.^ 

Other difficulty there is as to the Prison of the Prince. 
Wesel is a strong Town ; but for obvious reasons one nearer 
Berlin, farther from the frontier, would be preferable. To- 

1 Preuss : Friedrich mit stinen Verwandten und Freunden, pp. 380, 392. — See, 
on this and the other points, Pollnitz Memoiretit ii. 352-374 (and correct his 
many blunders). 
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wards Berlin, however, there is no route all on Prussian 
ground : from these divided Cleve Countries we have to cross 
a bit of Hanover, a bit of Hessen-Cassel : suppose these 
Serene Highnesses were to interfere ? Not likely they will 
interfere, answer ancient military men, of due grimness ; at 
any rate, we can go a round-about road, and they need not 
know ! That is the method settled on ; neighbourhood of 
Berlin, clearly somewhere there, must be the place ? Old 
Castle of Mittenwalde, in the Wusterhausen environs, let that 
be the first resting-point, then ; Rochow, Waldau, and the 
Wesel-Fusileer-Colonel here, sure men, with a trooper or two 
for escort, shall conduct the Prisoner. By Treuenbrietzen, by 
circuitous roads : swift, silent, steady, — and with vigilance, as 
you shall answer ! — ^These preliminaries settled, Friedrich 
Wilhelm drives off homewards, black Care riding behind him. 
He reaches Berlin, Sunday £7th August; finds a world gone 
all to a kind of doomsday with him there, poor gentleman. 


Scene at Berlin on Majesty's Arrival 

On Sunday evening S7th August 1730, his Majesty, who 
had rested overnight at Potsdam from his rapid journey, 
drove into Berlin between four and five in the afternoon. 
Deserter Fritz is following, under escort of his three military 
gentlemen, at a slower rate and by circuitous routes, so as 
to avoid the territories of Hanover and Hessen, — ^towards 
Mittenwalde in the Wusterhausen neighbourhood. The 
military gentlemen are vigilant as Argus, and, though pitying 
the poor Prince, must be rigorous as Bhadamanthus, His 
attempts at escape, of which tradition mentions more than 
one, they will not report to Papa, nor even notice to the 
Prince himself ; but will take care to render futile, one and 
all : his Majesty may be secure on that score. 

The scenes that follow are unusual in royal history ; and 
having been reported in the world with infinite noise and 

VOL. n* x 
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censure, made up of laughter and horror, it will behove us to 
be the more exact in relating them as they actually befell. 
Very difficult to pull, out of that ravelled cartload of chaotic 
thrums, here a thread and there a thread, capable of being 
brought to the straight state, and woven into legible nar- 
rative ! But perhaps, by that method the mingled laughter 
and horror will modify itself a little, ^Vhat we can well say 
is, that pity also ought not to be wanting- The next six 
months were undoubtedly by far the wretchedest of Friedrich 
Wilhelm''s life. The poor King, except that he was not con- 
scious of intending, wrong, but much the reverse, walked in 
the hollow night of Gehenna, all that while, and was often 
like to be driven mad by the turn things had taken. 

Here is scene first: Wilhelmina reports his Majesty’s 
arrival that Sunday afternoon, to the following effect ; she 
was present in the adventure, and not a spectatress only : 

^The Queen was alone in his Majesty's Apartment, waiting for him as 
he approached. At sight of her, in the distance, he called out : Your 
losel of a Son {votre indigne fils) has ended at last ; you have done with 
him/^ or words to that effect. "What," cried the Queen^ you have 
had the barbarity to kill him?" — Yes, I tell you, — but where is the 
sealed Desk ? " The Queen went to her own Apartment to fetch it ; I 
ran in to her there for a moment : she was out of herself, wringing her 
hands, crying incessantly, and said without ceasing : Mon Dieu, mon fils 
(O God, my Son) ! ” Breath failed me ; I fell fainting into the arms of 
Madam de Sonsfeld.' — ^The Queen took away the Writing-case ; King 
tore out the letters, and went off; upon which the Queen came down 
again to us. 

‘'We learned from some attendant that, at least, my Brother was not 
dead. The King now came hack. We all ran to kiss his hands ; but me 
he no sooner noticed than rage and fury took possession of him. He 
became black in the face, his eyes sparkling fire, his mouth foaming. 
‘‘‘Infamous canaillel* said he; “darest thou show thyself before me? 
Go, keep thy scoundrel of a Brother company ! " And so saying, 
he seized me with one hand, slapping me on the face with the other,' — 
clenched as a fist (poin^), — ‘ several blows ; one of which struck me on the 
temple, so that I fell back, and should have split my head against a corner 
of the wainscot, had not Madam de Sonsfeld caught me by the headdress 
and broken the fall. I lay on the ground without consciousness. The 
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%%im, ifi ft kmty, ntrlklnic witit hk fm)i ; \m\ not tli© Queexi, 

mty ^mpr§, unil ibt^. rM., nm wui tho«o w 1 h» were prenent pre- 

Urn. Tlwy til mM tlienwelvM round me, wldeh gave 
Mmimnm do Riitnerke mid HonnCeld time to pkk me up. They put me 
III » I'btiir m ilto mnItrnHure of a window ; threw water on my face to 
liriof! me ti» lifo : ^hleh care 1 lamentably rcprnarlird them with, death 
IwniiK a thionaml limew hotter, in the pmn thinga had come to. The 
kept nhfirking, her ftriiinewa had «|uite left her: «ho wrung her 
ami ran in de^imir up and down the room* The King'e face was 
-#«i diHigiirrd with rage, it wma rrightful to look upom llm'liiile ones 
W'l^re *»ii theii knee^, hogging for me/* ■" 

jHitir litllr Imitiga, wlmt ii Kriiii}) : AiiidifH the yotingesl 
Hirh iilmiil nt; Iltmrii in Itk tiita of trouHora, hardly over 

fmtt * ttie renU I jH*muvi\ ihia nKwi wan on the first or 

m liiW'or iiint attrii wertf very amlihle* The Gnard 
liiid lnriir‘4 rnit al the mdse; and a crowd was collecting to 
wf-r lun! Iiriir : * Move on ! Move on !"— 

l\ jog had lOAW changed hin tune: lie sidudited that my Brother 
»iil:| iilo'e ; hut vowml httrrlhly he wamid put him to death, and ky 
tfie fft'4 within fmtr walln ftir the reni of my life, He accused me of being 

111 0 t*rhnV» ar,'„jiip!lrr, whum crlin# wan high treamn p- also of having 

1111 Intrigue «*f love wHh Kiito, to whom, he said, I had home several 
rlilldwi* llie timid thinvernanto iaiimhnp at this unheard-of insult: 
* "llial b not true/' wild she fiercely ; ** whoever has told your Majesty 
murh m ihhig hm lidd a tk !** **th spare my Brother, and I will marry 
ili0 I'lnke id Mkhm^nkk/* whimpered I; hut In the grilit iiolio he did 

hrsf : and wliilo 'I atmve t# repeat ft loiidefi Sonsfeld ckpt her 
on my face, 

* llo&tlinga,^lilr to gel rhi of the liwidkefchleff I sawKatte crossing the 
four noldiera were einnlucting him the King.; trunks, my 
and hi® own^ were mimitig on in the rear* Pale and 

4»«rsir.i*,*i, he look off hb li«t li* «alute me/ poor Eatte* to me idwityi so 

l^ri^lralf l»i vilent roapecR anil now «t unhappy ! * A miuuent a'fter, 

tlio liitig, hearing he wa^ cimie, went out evcliilmiiig, Now I shall have 
prmk ftt.tiiil the psrmnnlrel hVHa anil thr ugiuMitn'inn^voffiihV) tVilhehnina; 
.r ie#r prmib to rut llm htmh o'^ timm/' * tU»* twi* Hoftlames again inter- 
f0ml ; irnl mm «f them, Eanm^ko ft wm, rehiikei'l him ; told hi»i In the 
f«no mf a pr*>ph«4r.v..^ To takf mm whit hi w«i doing. Whom his 
Into wlili intoiiliihfinwit, hut » 4 lwr with wpiot than with 
» iiyftig, * Vtmr Intoifthmi tr# good ! * 

* Wilhctmina# i 
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And so his Majesty flung out, seeking Katte ; and vanished : 
Wilhelmina saw no more of him for about a year after ; being 
ordered to her room, and kept prisoner there on low diet, with 
sentries guarding her doors, and no outlook but the worst 
horror her imagination pleased to paint. 

This is the celebrated assault of paternal Majesty on 
Wilhelmina ; the rumour of which has gone into all lands, 
exciting wonder and horror, but could not be so exact as 
this account at first-hand. Naturally the crowd of street- 
passengers, once dispersed by the Guard, carried the matter 
abroad, and there was no end of sympathetic exaggerations. 
Report ran in Berlin, for example, that the poor Princess was 
killed, beaten or trampled to death ; which we clearly see she 
was not. Voltaire, in that mass of angry calumnies, very 
mendacious indeed, which he calls Vhe Privie du Roi de Prusse^ 
mentions the matter with emphasis ; and says farther. The 
Princess once did him (Voltaire) the ^ honour to show him a 
black mark she carried on her breast ever after ’ ; — which is 
likelier to be false than true. Captain Guy Dickens, the 
Legationary Captain, who seems a clear, ingenuous, and 
ingenious man, and of course had access to the highest circles 
of refined rumour, reports the matter about ten days after, 
with several errors, in this manner : 

^ Berlin, 5th September 1730. Four or five days ago ’ (by the Almanac 
nine, and directly on his Majesty’s return, which Dickens had announced 
a week ago without that fact attached), * the Kang dreadfully ill-treated 
Wilhelmina in bed ’ (not in bed at all) ; " whole Castle {Schloss or Palace) 
was alarmed ; Guard turned out,’ — to clear away the crowd, as we per- 
ceive. Not properly a crowd, such was not permissible there : but a 
stagnation of the passers-by would naturally ensue on that esplanade; 
till the Guard turned out, and indicated with emphasis, Move on ! * 
Dickens hears farther that ‘‘the Queen fares no better such is the 
state of rumour in Berlin at present. 

Poor Katte had a hard audience of it too. He fell at 
Friedrich Wilhelm’s feet; and was spumed and caned — ^for 
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the n*j>U Ix'jioiul whnt was almwly evident, had little or 
luithing l« ctiufohs : Intention of flight said of accompanying 
In flight very uiulcniahle ; allh<»iigh j)rcliminfuics and ulterior 
ronditions of sidd flight not }H!rfet'lly known to Katte ; known 
oidy llutt the thought of miaing trouble in foreign Courts, or 
the leant veafigc of tonwon ugniust his Majesty, had not 
eiitcmi even into their dmiins. A name or two of persona 
who had known, or gutswwl, of tliese ojicrnlioiis, is wrung from 
Kfttte ; name of a Idevdenant Sjmcn, for one; who, being on 
guani, iimi athnittwl Katte into Potsdam once or twice in 
di^grtiw : — for him and for ^le like of him, of whatever rank 
or whiehitviT «:x, let WKsste he made out, and tlie scent as with 
sleuth hounds tnt diligently followed on all sides ; and Katte, 
»>tri}»t of his uniform, l>e lockeri-up in the grimmest manner. 
Itfihn, with the rumour of these things, is a much-agitated 
city. 


CHAPTER Vni 

M'.qt'l l. TO rHOWN-PRlNCK AND FlUENDS 

As for the Crown- Prince, prosecuting bis circuitous route, 
hi! arrives safe at Mittciiwalde ; is lodgi'd in the old Castle 
ilwro, I think, for two nights (hut the date, in tliwi indexless 
ifooka, is blown away again), in a room bare of all tilings, with 
wniries «t the door; and ItKiks out, expecting Gnmikow and 
tire CMBriois to niak« assault on him. One ot these Oflicials, 
a rcitain * (Jerber, Ptscal (jcncral, who, as head of irussian 
rismk fkind of Puhlic IWcutor, or supreme Plssence of 
lladiflk, Citrbpul- and Cirand-duries all in one), w<w8 a red 
CSi. d., g oc the Prlmti a ilrcadful start Red cloak k tiie 
IliingntoiV or ileadstimn's dress; and jioor Friedrich 
b«tl the iikm his end hati summarily wm® in this manner. 
Hoon i««ii»g it was <>tb<-rwiM’, ins spirits recovered, perhaps 
rmw by the shirk. 

He front«l tJrumkow and the Official*, with a high, almost 
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contemptuous look ; answered promptly^ — possible, without 
lying, and yet without telling anything ; — showed self-posses- 
sion, pride ; retorted sometimes, ‘ Have you nothing more to 
ask ? ’ Grumkow finding there was no way made into an 3 rthing, 
not even into the secret of the Writing-case and the Eoyal 
Women’s operations there, began at last, as Wilhelmina says, 
to hint, That in his Majesty’s service there were means of 
bringing out the truth in spite of refractory humours ; that 
there was a thing called the rack, not yet abolished in his 
Prussian Majesty’s dominions 1 Friedrich owned afterwards, 
his blood ran cold. However, he put on a high look : ‘ A 
Hangman, such as you, naturally takes pleasure in talking of 
his tools and his trade : but on me they will not produce any 
effect. I have owned everything ; — and almost regret to have 
done so. For it is not my part to stand questionings and 
bandy responses with a coquin comme vmis, scoundrel like you,’ 
reports Wilhelmina,^ though we hope the actual term was 
slightly less candid ! — Grumkow gathered his notes together ; 
and went his ways, with the man in red cloak and the 
rest ; thus finishing the scene in Mitten walde. Mittenwalde, 
which we used to know long since, in our Wusterhausen rides 
with poor Duhan ; little thinking what awaited us there one 
day. 

Mittenwalde being finished, Friedrich, on Monday 5th 
September 1730, is sent forward to Ciistrin, a strong little 
town in a quiet Country, some sixty or seventy miles eastward 
of Berlin. On the evening of the 5th he finds himself lodged 
in a strong room of the Fortress there,— room consisting 
of bare walls lighted from far up ; no furniture, not even 
the needfulest; everything indicating that the proud spirit 
and the iron laws shall here have their duel out at leisure, and 
see which is stronger. 

His sword was taken from him at Wesel ; sword, uniform, 
every mark of dignity, all are now gone : he is clad in brown 
prison-dress of the plainest cut and cloth ; his diet is fixed at 

* i. 28 a 
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tfiiiwiH* ft Any (• to to got from the cook’s shop, six groschen 

for dsomT, foor for impjwf’);* ftxx! to to cut for him, no 

knife ftllowifti. E(k)!R i« to to ojienetl, nH)rning, noon, and 
evening, * on the average not almve four minutes each time ’ ; 
Hglits, or sisigie tallowdight, to t>c cxtinguisheil at seven vm. 
Attsohite solitude ; no flute allowtsi, far from it ; no hooks 
ftllowwl, ex«‘vjit lint Bible mul a l*ray<'r-Book,-— or perhaps 

Nidtenins’s if Im 5 took ft hunkering for it. There, 

slnil-ont from tin? IjnbhJc of fool*, and convening only with 
the tJumb \’t-racilii' with the huge inarticulate moanings of 
IJfwtiny, Necessity, anti Kteniity, let the fool of a Fritz be- 
think himstdf, if llierti is any thought in him ! There, among 
the lh»gs of the Ckter, the very Mxiges getting brown all round 
hittt, and the very curlews flying oft* for happier climes, let 
him with, till the (jneslitm of his doom, rather an abstruse 
«|m*8titm, ri{Kin itt the royid breast. 

As for W ilhelioitia, she is dost* prisoner in her apartments 
In the Berlin Baiare, sentries ]>aci»g at every outlet, for many 
iiHtnth* to «H«e. Wiliiehninft almost rather likes it, such a 
tiog of ttu existence luts she luul hitijerto, for want of being 
Well let ftiune. She plays, reads ; compo.Hc.s jutisic ; stnuggles 
letters to and fnim Minomn, - one in i’encil, from my Brother 
even, <) Heavens! Willmiminft wee}w, now and then, with 
Iter gwal SonsfeUt ; htijw* nevertlieiem there will to some 
dftwn tt» this j.nrnai.i/.-. or general ‘twilight of the gods.’ 
l•Vi»alrich Wilhelm, convinmi tlmt England has had a hand 
ill this treastin, sigtiifies ofllclally to his Excellency Captain 
lyiekeits, 'rimt the English negtiliatioiis an* concludni ; that 
neither in the wuy of Sioidf Marriage nor of Double-Marriage 
will he have anything more tti tit* with England. ‘ Well,’ 
itn«wejs t'l.jdau.t, * who can help it ? Neptiatlon was not 
t|tnte of tmr M-.d.ing. tot it so end !’*™-Nay,ttt dinner one 
day {iiwtkemlorf rejKtrte, while Erite wa« on the road to 

* cmk*. I4ih lyp (la t. 3f»), 

• t>kfc«n'« f>«»j»uch, *S«b 17J05 sm! Aiawct to it, 

Ilf iMnlmt 1 Fiifseir, IH. 9 h ijd 8 e(rt«mb«r. 
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Ciistrin) he proposes the toast, ‘Downfall of England and 
would have had the Queen drink it ; who naturally wept, but 
I conjecture could not be made to drink. Her Majesty is a 
weeping, almost broken-hearted woman ; his Majesty a raging, 
almost broken-hearted man. Seckendorf and Grumkow are, 
as it were, too victorious ; and now have their apprehensions 
on that latter score. But they look on with countenances 
well veiled, and touch the helm judiciously in Tobacco- 
Parliament, intent on the nearest harbour of refuge. 

Her Majesty nevertheless steadily persists ; merely sinks 
deeper out of sight with her English schemes ; ducking till 
the wave go by. Messages, desperate appeals still go, through 
Mamsell Biilow, Wilhelmina’s Hofdame, and other channels ; 
nay,Wilhelmina thinks there were still intentions on the part 
of England, and that the non-fulfilment of them at the last 
moment turned on accident ; English ‘ Courier arrived some 
hours too late,’ thinks Wilhelmina.^ But that is a mistake. 
The negotiation, in spite of her Majesty’s endeavours, was 
essentially out ; England, after such a message, could not, 
nor did, stir farther in the matter. 

In that Writing-case his Majesty found what we know ; 
nothing but mysterious efiects of female art, and no light 
whatever. It is a great source of wrath and of sorrow to 
him, that neither in the Writing-case, nor in Katte’s or the 
Prince’s so-called ‘Confessions,’ can the thing be seen into. 
A deeper bottom it must have, thinks his Majesty, but knows 
not what or where. To overturn the Country, belikfe ; and 
fling the Kaiser, and Exuopean Balance of Power, bottom 
uppermost ? Me they presumably meant to poison I he tells 
Seckendorf one day.^ Was ever Pather more careful for his 
children, soul and body ? Anxious, to excess, to bring them 
up in orthodox nurture and admonition : and this is how they 

1 Seckendorf (in Forster, iii. ii). 

2 Wilhelmina (i. 369, 384), and Preuss and others after her, 

* Dickens’s Despatch, i6th September 1730. 
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«*w»iol Ik'rr PeUimigitit'iHttJr ! * Had lie lioiiestly cou- 

femnl. luul tijUi mts Ihf whok; truth, at Wes«l, I would have 
mwir it H}> with him tjiiietly thcru. But now it must go its 
IwigtliH ; and Ua* whoki workl gluill he judge between us? ^ 

His Majesty i» in a tkining height. Hu arrests, punishes 
ittwl l»in!iith«!>», when* thms is trace of roiiperation or connexion 
with Ik'serier hVilv. and ld.H achenum. 'i'hc Billows, brother 
and sisdcr, tirotlicr in t he King's service, sister in VVilhclmina’s, 
r. p- ' t.di!,- gnhklick |Ji-ople, originally of Ilanovur, are Iiurled 
out. to ytlnimiia and the worki’s end : let them live in Memel, 
and w»|«?nl m they mt. Minister ICuyphau.sen, always of Eng- 
lish tendimrW, ho, with his Wife, --to whom it is specially 
hard, while tJenerid SchwH*riu, gallant, witty Kurt, once of 
Mr«-kli*«lnirg, slays hehiml,— is ordered to disappear, and fol- 
low hin private rural liusimfis far oil'; no mitiwter, evermore, 
't’he 1 .ifttteiuurl Hj«wn of tin* Cliant Ueginient, who kept false 
watiii, and did *tut tell of Kaltis gets cashiering and a year 
in Sjcuidiut, He watidertsl elsewhitlier, and came to some- 
thing iiftt r«.iiit juKir Sjmcii.* IkMiksclIer Hunan with this 
l»d l*Vit/s lk«>k» ; 'l« Memel with him also ; let him deal in 
more orthmUi* hinds of Idteruturu there. 

It i» dangerous to have lent the drown- Prince money, con- 
trary to the Hojal hklieti lucky if loss of your money will 
wdth* thr» ntromtl. WiltM?»« French Moulholii-u, for one ; 
Ctniid, or whatoviir Ins stylwl liimself; nailed to the gallows 
(irt rfligyl aftei' Iw l««i llerl. It is (liuiijerous to have spoken 
kiiHlly to the drown- Prinn?, <sr almost to have been spoken to 
hy Inin, Dwri* Hitler, a mincly euotigh g<KKl girl, nothing 
*if a l)is«Mty, hut given to music, Potsdam i'antor's (Precentor’s) 
daughter, hna cimnml to Ut stamling in the door, insrhaps to 
l«! singing within tha»r», tmets or twice, when the Prince passed 
tlmt way : Prinro imjoir«d almut her imwic, gave her music, 
sjsoht! a rivilily. aa yonng nwn will,— nothing more, upon my 
IwnuMir i though hi* M«j**ty Wievnai Hicre was much more ; 

« ttU Mjpri), tjd S«|it 

* i*reu*i, h #1, 66. 
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and condemns poor Doris to be whipt by the Beadle, and 
beat hemp for three years. Rhadamanthus is a strict judge, 
your Majesty ; and might be a trifle better informed ! — ^Poor 
Doris got out of this sad pickle, on her own strength ; and 
wedded, and did well enough, — Prince and King happily 
leaving her alone thenceforth. Voltaire, twenty years after, 
had the pleasure of seeing her at Berlin : ^ Wife of one 
Schommers, Clerk of the Hackney-Coach Office,’ — read, 
Schomer, Farmer oi the Berlin Hackney-Coach Enterprise 
in general ; decidedly a poor man. Wife, by this time, was 
grown hard enough of feature : ^ tall, lean ; looked like a 
Sibyl ; not the least appearance how she could ever have 
deserved to be whipt for a Prince.’ ^ 

The excellent Tutor of the Crown-Prince, good Duhan de 
Jandun, for what fault or complicity we know not, is hurled 
off to Memel ; ordered to live there, — on what resources is 
equally unknown. Apparently his fault was the general one, 
of having miseducated the Prince, and introduced these French 
Literatures, foreign poisonous elements of thought and practice 
into the mind of his Pupil, which have ruined the young man. 
For his Majesty perceives that there lies the source of it ; that 
only total perversion of the heart and judgment, first of all, 
can have brought about these dreadful issues of conduct. 
And indeed his Majesty understands, on credible informa- 
tion, that Deserter Fritz entertains very heterodox opinions ; 
opinion on Predestination, for one ; — ^which is itself calculated 
to be the very mother of mischief, in a young mind inclined to 
evil. The heresy about Predestination, or the < Freie Gnaden-^ 
waJil (Election by Free Grace),’ as his Majesty terms it, 
according to which a man is preappointed from all Eternity 
either to salvation or the opposite (which is Fritz’s notion, 
and indeed is Calvin’s, and that of many benighted creatures, 
this Editor among them), appears to his Majesty an alto- 
gether shocking one; nor would the whole Synod of Dort, or 

^ Voltaire, (Euvres (calumnious Vie PHvU du Roi de Frusse), il ci. K2 
Preuss, i. 64, 66. 0 1 o . 
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(lilviji, or St Awgiifiliue in ptTHOii, aicltnl bj a Thirty-Editor 
jK)Wi!r, rcroncilo hi« MfijeHty’# jmicticAl judgment to such a 
tenet. What ! May not Uwrler FritK Miy to himself, even 
now, or in whatever other deeps of sin he may fall into, ‘ I 
was foralooined to it: how couhl I, or how can I, help it?’ 
'Fhe min<l of his Maj<«ty shudders, ns if looking over the edge 
of jui abyss. He is incdifaling much whether nothing can be 
done to wive the lost Fritj:, at least the soul of him, from this 
horrible delusion ; Inirls forth your fine Duhan, with his 
metaphysies* to remoto Memel, a« the first step. And signifies 
withal, though as yet only historically and in a speculative 
way, to Finkenstein arid Kalkstein thiinsclvcs, That their 
method of Iralniug up a young soul, to do Cxocl’s will, and 
HccDtnpli.sh u«!ftd work ill this world, dws by no means 
apjHrar to the royal mind an mimirable onel' Finkenstciu 
and Kalkstein wen* always covertly rather of the Queen’s 
{sirty, and now stami r(‘primiuid«Hl, and in marked disfavour. 

Tliat tlie treasonous mystery of this Crown-Prim» (parri- 
citlal, it is likely, ami temling to upwt the Thnverse) must be 
inve.'.tip.atcd to the very bottom, and lie condignly punished, 
proliahiy with death, his Majesty p. rcciv.'.s too well ; and also 
what terrible dilficidlies, fiiriwd ami c-sscntial, there will lie, 
lint whatever Ijcvownt of his perishable life, ought not, if 
}M»ssihte, the soul of him to Im sav«i from the daws of Satim ! 
‘flaws of tiatan’; ‘brand from the burning’; ‘fordiristour 
Saviour’s sake'; *i» the name of the most merciful (!od, 
Father, Am, and Holy tJhmt, Amen’:- so FritHlrich Wilhelm 
phrases it, in thos«‘ eonfuMti oltl dm'umeuts and C’ahinct- 
I.etter» of hi* ; * which awaken a strange feeling in the atten- 
tive reader; and show «* the niggidcst of human creatures 
melteti into bluhla-ring tendenicsit, and growling huskily 
noirndhing which we jiercdve is real prayer. Bm hm a 
bw*ln«ii fallen out, such as seldom occumd before ! — 

» lib IwUs* l« ih«»» ij)tS ikemim lyjoh te fftmitr, St Sf*** 

• lKo»»!«f, I. J?4, J?9, sm. 
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CHAPTER IX 

COURT-MAETIAL ON CROWN-PRINCE AND CONSORTS 

The rumour of these things naturally fills all minds, and 
occupies all human tongues, in Berlin and Prussia, though an 
Edict threatens. That the tongues shall be cut out which speak 
of them in any way,^ and sounds far and wide into foreign 
Courts and Countries, where there is no such Edict. Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s conduct, looked at from without, appears that of a 
hideous royal ogre, or blind anthropophagous Polyphemus 
fallen mad. Looked at from within, where the Polyphemus 
has his reasons, and a kind of inner rushlight to enlighten his 
path ; and is not bent on man-eating, but on discipline in 
spite of difficulties, — ^it is a wild enough piece of humanity, 
not so much ludicrous as tragical. Never was a royal bear so 
led about before by a pair of conjuring pipers in the market, 
or brought to such a pass in his dancing for them ! 

‘ General Ginkeb tke Dtitch Ambassador here,’ writes Dickens, ‘ told 
me of an interview he had with the King ; ’ being ordered by their High 
Mightinesses to solicit his Majesty in this matter. King ^harbours 

most monstrous wicked designs, not fit to be spoken of in words” reports 
GinkeL It is certain,” added he, if the King of Prussia continue in 
the mind he is in at present, we shall see scenes here as wicked and 
bloody as any that were ever heard of since the creation of the world.” 

Will sacrifice his whole family,” not the Crown-Prince alone ; ^^every- 
body except Grumkow being, as he fancies, in conspiracy against him.” 
Poor enchanted King 1 — And all these things he said with such 
imprecations and disordered looks, foaming at the mouth all the while, 
as it was terrible either to see or hear.”’ That is GinkePs report, as 
Dickens conveys it.^ Another time, on new order, a month later, when 
Ginkel went again to speak a word for the poor Prisoner, he found his 
Majesty clothed not in delirious thunder, but in sorrowful thick fog; 
Ginkel ^^was the less able to judge what the King of Prussia meant to 
do with his Son, as it was evident the King himself did not know.” ® 


^ Dickens, of 7th November 1730. 
* Despatch, 7th September 1730. 


• Ib, loth October. 
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I'lHir Witlwlm, throiiffh these moiifts, wanders 

aliiitif, shifting frnnj r<K>»n to man, in the night-time, like a 
iinut jKwisf.sswi h_v evii fiends; *<wxiers Idscarruige for Wusler- 
fmttorii Ht twn in the immiing,’ hni finds he is no better there, 
Mini irttims ; drinks ii gn-al * Juw not gone to IkxI sober 
for H HHinth jmsl.'* One night he eomes gliding like a 
js-rfmlMst ghi»st, id>md midnight, with his eandle in his hand, 
into the Oneen’s ; wiys, wildly staring, ‘He thinks 

there is sum.-thing Inmnding him’:— O Feckin, emng 
thsohdient Wife, wilt not thou protect me, after all? 
Whither vmt i fly when haunted, exeei>t to thee ? Feekin, 
like a pnnletit wtiman, inakei no eritidsm ; orders that his 
Majwly’* Iasi la* iinMle-np i«» her nparhnenl till these pheno- 
itwm o w.* A mnrh agilntwl royal halln'r. 

'{In- t|Hrs!ion what is to he done with this unhappy Crown- 
Prhiw. n Ih-si rter from the army, a mbel ngainsl the paternal 
jliaji'sty. and a ladiever in the dtadrine of Election hy Free 
t»far*‘, «ir that a j»ian** g<«Ki or ill tx««luet is foredoomed upon 
him In thaw of (*o»l, lawinw more intricate the longer one 
tlnnks of it. Siakendorf and Cnmikow, alarmed at Ireing too 
Mrlmrnto, Htrm'i against violent high metlKKls: and suggest 
this and that e«»nridemt»i>n : ’ Who is it that can legally try, 
»t»mlemti. or »tnn!iion to his law, a Crown-Prince? He is 
IVi nw of the Kmpin’, a* well as your Majesty s Son 1 — 
•Well, he is Heir of the St)\.r.ign Majesty in Prussia, 
Im* ; amt (idone! in the Prdsdam CRiartis!’ answers Friedrich 

It '"I.. liSl, 

At length, after »i* or seven weeks of abstruse nmditation, 
it id dettlwl in 'I'ldisaxin Parliament and the royal breast, 'Itot 
Ratte and llie t’riiwn-Priww, as I)i*»:rt«‘r» from the Ihussiim 
Aimv, vm ami 4mll lie trW hy Court-MartW; to that no 
mmer. o» the earth or out of it, mti have any objection worth 
L* !,. udho' to. lait a fair Court- btartfal of our highest military 
rharartew la* sehirhal aiwl got twatly. last that, a« a voice of 
«pi«k «|}«« tl» t*0C«l|H^t*5 I®” Mwhat 

• »>p»* rtwwftlaa lyjo- * 
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is to be done. By the middle of October, things on Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s side have got so far. 


Crown-Prince in Custrin 

Poor Friedrich meanwhile has had a grim time of it, these 
two months back ; left alone, in coarse brown prison-dress, 
within his four bare walls at Cdstrin; in uninterrupted, 
unfathomable colloquy with the Destinies and the Necessities 
there. The King’s stem orders must be fulfilled to the letter ; 
the Crown-Prince is immured in that manner. At Berlin, 
there are the wildest mmours as to the state he has fallen 
into ; ‘ covered with rags and vermin, unshaven, no comb 
allowed him, lights his own fire,’ says one testimony, which 
Captain Dickens thinks worth reporting. For the truth is, 
no unofficial eye can see the Crown-Prince, or know what state 
he is in. And we find, in spite of the Edict, ^ tongues,’ not 
‘ cut out,’ kept wagging at a high rate. ^ People of all ranks 
are unspeakably indignant ’ at certain heights of the business : 
^Margravine Albert said publicly, ‘^A tyrant as bad as 
Nero!”’^ 

How long the Crown-Prince’s defiant humour held out, we 
are not told. By the middle of October there comes proposal 
of ‘entire confession’ from the Prince; and though, when 
Papa sends deputies accordingly, there is next to nothing new 
confessed, and Papa’s anger blazes out again, probably we may 
take this as the turning-point on his Son’s part. With him, 
of course, that mood of mind could not last. There is no 
wildest lion but, finding his bars are made of iron, ceases to 
bite them. The Crown-Prince there, in his horror, indignation 
and despair, had a lucid human judgment in him, too ; loyal 
to facts, and well knowing their inexorable nature. Just 
sentiments are in this young man, not capable of permanent 
distortion into spasm by any form of injustice laid on them. 
It is not long till he begins to discern, athwart this terrible, 

' Dickens, 7tli November, 2 d December 173 a 
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(lu.-wi-infernal element, that so the facts are ; and that nothing 
1>«1 destraclion, and no honour tliat were not dishonour, will 
1 h* got hy not conforming to the facts. My Father may be a 
tyrant, and <lriven mad against me : well, well, let not me at 
least go hum! ! 

tJrumkow is busy on the mild side of the business ; of 
Connie Gnmikow and all oHicial men. Grumkow cannot but 
ask hiniMilf this question among others : How if the King 
slmnld suddenly die upon us ! Grumkow is out at Ciistrin, 
an<l again out ; csplnining to the Prince, what the enormous 
situation is ; how inflexible, inexorable, and of peril and horror 
incalculahk* to Mother and Sister and self and royal House ; 
and that them is one possibility of good issue, and only one : 
that of loyally yielding, where one cannot resist. By degrees, 
so»h; luriil tniuhlmm hut perceptible light-gleam breaks 
athwart the black whirlwind of our indignation and despair ; 
and saner thoughts begin to insinuate themselves. ‘Obey, 
thaw art not the strangest, there are stronger than thou! 
All men, the highest among them, are called to learn 
olMHiience.* 

Mtmmver, the first sweep of royal fury being past, his 
Majesty's stern regulations at Ciistrin began to relax in fulfil- 
ment; to Ik! oheywl only by those immediately responsible, 
ami in letter mtlicr than in spirit even hy those. President 
van Miinrhow who is head of the Bomain-Kammer, chief 
repn i nlalivc of Government at Ciistrin, and resides in the 
Fortress then*, veijtun« after a little, the Prince’s doors being 
cloKttl ns wc saw, to liave an orifice bored through the floor 
alwve, and thereby to communicate with the IMnce, and 
Nympalhcf icnlly ask, What he can do for him ? Many things, 
Imoks among athew, are, under cunning contrivance, smuggled 
in hy the judicious Miindjow, willing to risk himself in such 
a iwrvice. For example, Miinchow has a son, a clever boy of 
seven ymrs old ; who, to tl»e wonder of neighbours, goes into 
childV|iettiemt« a|piin ; and tetifies the liveliest desire to be 
udmilletl to the Prince, and beiur him company a little! 
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Surely the law of No-company does not extend to 
innocent child ? The innocent child has a row of f all 

round the inside of his long gown ; and goes lad^^^ Miscel- 
laneously, like a ship of the desert, or cockboat not ^ ^\>idden 
to cross the line. Then there are stools, one lea>st 

indispensable to human nature ; and the inside of once 

you open it, is a chest-of-drawers, containing papet?- new 

literature and much else. No end to Miinchow’s go^ and 

his ingenuity is great.^ 

A Captain Fouquet also, furthered I think Ll:ie Old 
Dessauer, whose man he is, comes to Ciistrin on 

duty or as volunteer, by and by. He is an old ^iend of 

the Prince’s ; — ^ran off, being the Dessauer’s littl^ ]p»a,ge, to 
the Siege of Stralsund, long ago, to be the Dessa'^^^'^s little 
soldier there : — a ready-witted, hot-tempered, highly ^s-timable 
man ; and his real duty here is to do the Prince service 

may be possible. He is often with the Prince ; light is 

extinguished precisely at seven o’clock : ‘ Very Lieu- 

tenant,’ he would say, ^you have done your ord^i?s to the 
Crown-Prince’s light. But his Majesty has no coxxe^rn with 
Captain Fouquet’s candles ! ’ and thereupon woiild light a 
pair. Nay, I have heard of Lieutenants who punct'io.a.lly blew- 
out the Prince’s light, as a matter of duty and cjoxnmand ; 
and then kindled it again, as a civility left free "bo human 
nature. In short, his Majesty’s orders can only l>et fulfilled 
to the letter ; Commandant Lepel and all Officers willing 

not to see where they can help seeing. Even in ttto letter his 
Majesty’s orders are severe enough. 

Sentence of Court-Martial 

Meanwhile the Court-Martial, selected with iutiexise study, 
instals itself at Copenick ; and on the SSth of OoboLer com- 
mences work. This Deserter Crown-Prince and Ixis accom- 
plices, especially Katte his chief accomplice, whstb is to be 

* Preuss, i. 46. 
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(iujHj With thfirtf' <’(i}M*nu’k U«» on Ihc road to Custrin, 
wilhin a Mtot'ui»>{'s drivo of IJerlin ; there is an ancient 
I’ldiK-r hi'i i', nud room for a Oourt-Martial * Que fairs ? ils 
ant tkit nmtmjt!' mihl the oUl Pmssiim llaths, wandering 
almnt in wwhIs, when (JuHtavus and his Swedes were at 
the i!o«*r, * fmtr^'' n«xy llie new military gentlemen 

think to thi-msidvi’S. here again, while the brown leaves rustle 
down them, after a iutndml yetirs ! 

*ri»e i’ourt ton»i»l« of a IVtwident, Lieutenant-General 
Si hu!< nhni;', an elderly !V!.’d|il!itjnel gentleman of good 
1 -.j i 1 :« i;i r ; tino of llu' ntEuy Schulcuhurgs conspicuous for 
i.ldif! anti oliwtrwide, in tlnwt* times. He is nephew of 
Cfwjrgo I. « lean mistrm ; who also was a Sihuh'ulmrg origin- 
ally, and fouj.pirmat'i not for wddiering. Ia;an mistress we 
»av i ntd t!w I’ a! one, or cataract of tallow, with eyebrows 
like a rartwbetd, and <lim ctaily tlisks for eyes, who was 
lie»»rg*s half sister, jtrtdmhly not his mistress at all; and 
who now. as t‘«»nnt<»j» tif Darlington so-called, sits at Isle- 
wtirth with goml fat {wndrius, and a tame raven come-of-will, 
* prululdv the mm{ of Cteorge i. in some form.* Not this 
*inc, we wy ; « -hut the thr. iid paper Dudiess of Kendal, 
wins tore her luiir on tlie road when 
a|»o}»le»y overliHik j»o«r George, and who now attends dmjx!! 
if i!!. . !i»U. jtoor old anatiuny or lean human nailrod. For the 
mkr Ilf the English reaiier searching into what is mllcd 
I, with iiidigimtUm, wideavour to discriminate 
lliwo two Ndngs oiH* again ; tlmt each may l» each, till 
imth are happily fotgaltcn to all eti^rnity. It was the latter, 
lean nia^p^*h* or nailrial one, that was Aunt of hihulenhurg, 
the ddeily M dpl i j'.irt pmthit.mi who now presides at Oipe- 
idrk. And let the rmter reniendxfr him; for he will turn 
tip ft V again. 

*rim consistwi farther of thm Major-G«eral 8 , 

among W'boni I name only Gnnnkow (Major-General by r^k, 
tlnmgli wow of a diplomatist and hlack-artist than a soldier), 

» gte Wiiliwlf# A'mfnitttimt ^ 


vwt, H. 
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1 1*1 II ■«:>¥. IfP 

Mu\ i.u., Kiirt wii (wlitim 

M.itiitiu Ki*'. ph-i-wm rrgn'^lAi in lirr iinw to lii«'’ 

C'utiuli'U ,; fWinirh, IVm'liwi inie nf tinnii ; lliiw 

l.irute-n.uit t’tilMjirU, lltw^ Msij«r^ «i«i I nil wf 

iu»r,a hr tmtiirlr?^ IwilV, «lllll^ ftliw tif llw 

* Aitdif.nr ' ur Hit- Jiiilgin Atltcrali? lltt^ C*nii« 

\nU-v of feiiciwii tii wiw i 

wliu-.r n-ii hm m mitw ; siiil tin* 

AihiUnr ot IvataA il C 

iiud ot' ti¥ liit^ nilr «f llirw ; €if 

wlur,.- ^ wt-s liiiiiiilv llir rwiifl* iiwr iwk irnirli 

tn- lnos\ utuir. 'iluA tVnirt »il 'Wrifnr-'M,!^) ilrltilw 
\n !!ir litikf TilWIl itf C'** -pf'iiirl ; mtlil ill m% ll*|i iwii 

'■-I’iiltii Wilt ili^fwitciittl til Ilii Miij«»t| ; amt pit 

Uiu k \m tirvHn ini tilt ll«t Hb «llti li 

luav Jit, U'tr*-U'rUa.U«f|l^ in liiititillg tillltf fllltli Wtltflliiliiiii to 

tlir folliiiviinr : 

of t\,0 i'fawn-Ffita^i* l«fO : llrif, |if»iil#ni!iiil fiwilli, 
■ariUAl (vvln* eiitiiHil W ; ’'It* iti iJ’nt Iti 

four <iua,Mrra, mul siilW In i||» lili 

Mu;,«-Ay. So-^inA\\ IJpiitWHinl ICillW ot flip isilrniW 

nr';rrlrr, ih '»1 urf-uAiily lltl*l ffliirfe ttwfrt*! : 411 

l%'}Mrr-;-4 ¥immm In iJwlPiwilii lintl# 4 «l 

thi-'i ; tiiifi, tliii:)** .||iij»i|r ; 114# i^rti^wkw* Im'ifi lii lii •ifi'ff 

r«‘huii^' t.u Hh’ too hit riniri-lllikrll^l ||«liiiik# utteli umi #:|ilt to In 
.’.fNiwiiltj/, o.nijo-ul |*1>sa:.ro!o^^y ; tol «|lll *1 fttMlilinWllMlIi 
latougU tn it, ua».i %Ulli n |»riir'lir4 fiiirpifl eillf Iftii : lliHl K#tl» 
^uk a ji;^£-o}:u Ilf til# i'##ii#’4’4r»w* will mt nf %h§ 

l*rutij4iiH Mu4’'Jy * inti ilW III illif nf lil* mmhi 

* utufwlup tlu'. itiii* wlinii iiiln4#4 III i»rl ; iliil |i1«i r«|. 

with fonu^ta i,"mir|jii ill iil4 nf iwili llWni Sun, Mml uf mi |fii«i4«l 

!iu4i rrimr ..iy5Mii4 tilt tVllSilllll iltl'iliy llnilf «ll ilWM4 |*«l ^ fm 

i'unn iit Mju -0 Ito m i»lf |4#iit»s»rt|:it li^lln l*i »!«.. 

lllivi t'Uitr'o ti-iiiM' BmmmU. In higli tofct 

tluii ihr^ rul*'- s;:. rii#l #1 p^mii iwamln# *twl itol# iii t»rl«l* 

Kiattfw 4ouju f., ;4iiil In ilir|.iir#4 lii li#i l^wlli* limlli If li# 

ujul hiti pismtim l« i,}i# nittl nf i Inii ii# 

will my in tiay fl^tli hf Ito iworif «i4 •4«iplf ; i^ilulli 

mnun$ lli# Wjf'il fcl#tft«:|ff l#f» » feri »n toltof* JIhJ 
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tlie Court-Martial has straightway to apprise Katte of this same : and so 
doing, ^ shall say, That his Majesty is sorry for Katte; but that it is 
better he die than that justice depart out of the world* {WmterMusm^ 
lit November V7Z0)* Fbiedbich Wilhelm/ ^ 

This is the iron doom of Katte ; which no prayer or in- 
fluence of mortal will avail to alter, — lest justice depart out 
of the world. Katte*’s Father is a General of rank, Com- 
mandant of Konigsberg at this moment ; Katte’s Grandfather 
by the Mother’s side, old Fieldmarshal Wartensleben, is a 
man in good favour with Friedrich Wilhelm, and of high 
esteem and mark in his country for half a century past. But 
all this can effect nothing. Old Wartensleben thinks of the 
Daughter he lost ; for happily Katte’s Mother is dead long 
since. Old Wartensleben writes to Friedrich Wilhelm ; his 
mournful Letter, and Friedrich Wilhelm’s mournful but in- 
exorable answer, can be read in the Histories ; but show only 
what we already know. 

Katte’s Mother, Fieldmarshal Wartensleben’s Daughter, 
died in 1706 ; leaving Katte only two years old. He is now 
twenty-six ; very young for such grave issues ; and his fate is 
certainly very hard. Poor young soul, he did not resist 
farther, or quarrel with the inevitable and inexorable. He 
listened to Chaplain Muller of the Gens-d’Armes ; admitted 
profoundly, after his fashion, that the great God was just, 
and the poor Katte sinful, foolish, only to be saved by miracle 
of mercy ; and piously prepared himself to die on these terms. 
There are three Letters of his to his Grandfather, which can 
still be read, one of them in Wilhelmina’s Book,^ the sound oi 
it like that of dirges borne on the wind. Wilhelmina 
evidently pities Katte very tenderly ; in her heart she has a 
fine royal-maiden kind of feeling to the poor youth. He did 
heartily repent and submit ; left with Chaplain Muller a 
Paper of pious considerations, admonishing the Prince to 
submit. These are Katte’s last employments in his prison at 
Berlin, after sentence had gone forth. 

^ Preuss, i. 44 . 


* Wilhelmina, i. 302. 
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But, III* mirwirr 11 Mt 

On Stind-iv «*vrniiig filli Nti^rriilrr, it i* iiiliiiiatwl to liiiit, 
uno\|>tn’toJlv at fiimnrnt, timt li« il» Ici gti !*> 
and, iliojv r.u-'r'la-r ||flW Wllitittg #1 lliC gftife, 

tin* ^utuirn Hurry; ilpiifw tliat »ll t» nmly%, tiirii ; 
Hn<l r^o, uadrr rliurgc^ iif Iti^' cilti Mmpf aiiil Iwii lifiillitr 
OfHi-or-'. 'whu, afu'i Clni}dtiiii Ilylirr* ttrr in ilir riirriiig# wilii 
luin, a traup t)f nwii iikl C*iiifiilry mwiilig, liii 

!oa\rs firdin tti’ltiirf ■fill lilitiltlillP'l ; liriw nil lligllt,p 

ttiwfini. Ou'iMtj iitiil itnmwlklf* itralln Wiiril* t*f #yiii|mttiy 
wort* tnA v^antingg tii wliirli Ktillf riirisrily ; gritti 

fnrrv \Mnv a ritniil irf fm ill# fKIlIf yiltitll tilit fllgllt 

(’tiaplnin Mtdlor'i ailinrtmticiiii wtrt Mill 

and, (nnu Unit* to time* llitff wifw timwi, liimiwdy titiiiiiilkiii* 
lhrtn.tp;h I In* tluirip nwl lilt* tmim cif wiiwin^ niinlrlitm 

i>f ‘ dovtdinnal Mllgilig,' Ir4 liy 

It wi'oi in tlu5 gray of tlir wintrr laondL'p, tilli NtH'rrittw 
17 rd)^ that Kaf.it nrriwi ill taiBiriii gnrit^iifi, IIi^ twk kiiist 
louvo of yUijin mill mtii : Ails«il» lity timtlirr^ ; gmitl In'? W'litt 
you vyrvuuni- f --Atyii, nlniiil iiiiia nVIfirk lift it -111$ tti» ri*wi 
hiiwnn'i'. tlo* U:'unp-i?l Ilf tin? f irdJri wlnw n trnfliiltt ilntiiii* 
Kfdto won', l»y imkir* a limwn i?iiartlf Itki? tli© IViitrra ; 

tin* Trinro i-* aii^ly lirtiiigiii iliiwti tnln m liiwtr ii-iiMtii tii mm 
Katt«* f-n* hr pa-iii3#. {til mw ICittt Iwl Inmti tlw it»y«l 

ordrt- but thry ‘'nrrc?pkd itiai iiitii a!r'*.4n-.-r‘ 1; niiil Kiilli! 
km)W4 Ur fvUuU it#' him* l%i|lifiil lliilitr in llir ilriilti* 
<*tif ulou)^ with Knilt j m%ii ti« liml mljiiiwttt in tiirnwlf tuiii 
llr.HSt’t'rr, thr < ‘hii|»tiiiii <if tilt Ctiirrbwu in llilt »*il fiirirliinii 
tuner nrnving, tiii^ ii m g'liiii|wt friilii »tiifli »'fi 

may take a:, brfltr tlmil iitilliiilg : 

* Urn (HnUv\) ijm wmm mm'^f 4lrfrl#4 l« ikd ; iiti4 fliiilltf *iiii 
I), oil tnir ta htlil tilt hmH np hmwnmntiU, liy 

thf rs:am|ar:i ut wfit W iW III llw ^ m tf iM't Iwii 

mui St.r| 4 tfiu m%4 Ilif lliltf »» il$« mmim infl ii% 
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ri!«r»ittK, wt* itii|»rtwi.'ln<(i t!t« n«<re, nfter long wistful looking 

iikntt. t»«* ilnl g»t slgkt of ltt» Iwlovotl Jonathan,' Royal Hlgliness the 
tVi.wn-l'riu.o, 'at a wintlow lu Uie ('wiae; from whom he, with the 
jioliioat «ul «H>»t U'wkr r* jirewitm, apoken In French, took leave, with 
iiii little emotiini of sorrow,' * 

Rrfsitletit Miiiichtiw mitl the Cttniiiiwidnrit were with the 
Piiutt* ; whiw em«t itMiH tnte may fancy, hnt not (k'scribc. 
Hehloin «ii«i any Primi! or ninn atand i»j mich tt jnodicmncttt. 
Vain to any. atnt ngnin »my : * In the name of God, I tmk you, 
ato|» the exmilion till I write to the King ! ’ Impossible 
tli«t : im tmily stop the eotinie of the stnira. And so here 
KuiUf mmm : ehwrftd loyalty still Iwaming on his face, death 
now nigii. * Par, Imuux iiun, mm r!ter KuUe! cried Friedrich 
in » tone : I’anlon tne, dear Katie ; <>, that this should be 
what I have thine for y«*« ‘ Heath is swwt for a Prince I 
line m well,' said Katie, * Jm mmrt rni dmm jmtr im si aim- 
uiilf Piimr;'^ and fanal tm, rtmnd some angle of the 
I’tiriiws, it a|*}w*in ; not in sight of I'Viwlrich ; who sank 
into a faint, anti hm! seen his last gli»i{»ie of Katte in this 
wtirld, 

'rhe laaly lay all tlay M|H»n the scalfoltl, by royal order ; 
and was buried at night .ib i un K in tlie coniutoii churchyard ; 
fneiKis, in silrnre, took mark of the place against letter 
tiine't,~»nntl Katie’s il««t now liw elsewhere, antong that of 
Ids own kiudn*!, 

• N,.vrr was such a transaction twfore or since, In Modem 
History,* tries the angry reader: ‘cnie!, like the grinding of 
Ininian hearts under nullsttuies. liko~«' Or indeeci like the 
doings of the gt«i», which lUre cruel, though not that alone ? 

is what, after much sorting and sifting, I could get 
to know almut the deliuita facts of it (kMBinwntittj, not 
likely to !» very final at this epoch, th# readw hiiwlf ehall 
su{>ply at diwMtlon. 

* |.P«w 1*1 KsUf's r*l.Hsf CEsimet, »« MtJM m» siwi 

p, f |. * VvilJwijiiujH, i, |07 1 Pitttii, i 4 $. 
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CEOWN-miNCK RETRIEVED: I.IFE AT CUSTRIN 
Novbmbkr 1730— F«m«A»y 1732 


CHAPTER I 

CHAPLAIN MUI,LKH WAITS ON THE CttOWN-PTlINCE 

Fehsdaich’s feelings at this juncture are not made known to 
us by himself in the least ; or credibly by others in any con- 
siderable degree. As indeed in these confuseti Pru.«ian 
History-Books, opulent in nugalory pcdnntisms and learned 
marine-stores, all that is huiaan nnnains distressinglv obscure 
to us ; so seldom, and then only as through endless cloutls of 
ever-whirling idle dust, can we catch the smallest <}irect feature 
of the young man, and of his real demeanour or meaning, 
on the present or other occasions! But it is evident this 
last phenomenon fell upon hiuj like an overwhelming cataract; 
crushed him down umler the imminsily of sorrow, confusion 
and despair ; his own death not a theory now, but prohahly a 
near fact, — a welcome one in wild mennents, an<l then anon so 
unwelcome. Pnistmte, bankrupt, clmrgeable with a friend’s 
lost life, sure enough he, for one, is : what is to become of 
him ? Whither is he to turn, thoroughly Iwsalen, foikd in all 
his enlcri)riKe.s ? Proud young soul as he was : the ruling 
Powers, be they just, be they unjust, have proved too hnrtl for 
him ! We hear of tragic vestiges still traceable of Frietlrich, 
belonging to this time: texts of Scripture tjuotcd by him, 
pencil-sketches of his drawing ; expressive of a Riiml dwelling 

S41 
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in Golgothas, and pathetically, not defiantly, contemplating 
the very worst. 


Chaplain Muller of the Gens-d’Armes, being found a pious 
and intelligent man, has his orders not to return at once from 
Ciistrin ; but to stay there, and deal with the Prince, on that 
horrible Predestination topic and his other unexampled back- 
slidings which have ended so. Muller staid accordingly, for a 
couple of weeks, intensely busy on the Predestination topic, 
and generally in assuaging, and mutually mollifying, paternal 
Majesty and afflicted Son. In all which he had good success ; 
and especially on the Predestination point was triumphantly 
successful. Muller left a little Book in record of his proced- 
ures there ; which, had it not been bound over to the official 
tone, might have told us something. His Correspondence 
with the King, during those two weeks, has likewise been 
mostly printed ; ^ and is of course still more official, — ^teaching 
us next to nothing, except poor Friedrich Wilhelm’s pro- 
foundly devotional mood, anxieties about the ^ claws of Satan’ 
and the like, which we were glad to hear of above. In 
Miillcr otherwise is small help for us. 

But, fifty years afterwards, there was alive a son of this 
Muller’s ; an innocent Country Parson, not wanting in sense, 
and with much simplicity and veracity ; who was fished out by 
Nicolai, and set to recalling what his Father used to say of 
this adventure, much the grandest of his life. In Muller 
Jxinior’s Letter of Reminiscences to Nicolai we find some 
details, got from his Father, which are worth gleaning : 


" When iny Father first attempted, by royal order, to bring the Crown- 
Prince to a('hnowlcdgment and repentance of the fault committed, 
Crown-Prince gave this excuse or explanation: '"As his Father could 
not endure the sight of him, he had meant to get out of the way of his 
displeasure, and go to a Court with which his Father was m Fn^dship 
and relationship/”— clearly indicating England, think the Mullers 
Junior and Senior. 


1 Forster, i. 376-379- 
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Ifl^s I ' ';4 

* rsvr pMHij U: ii th**- wm iMiglaHii ll>?« iiflui? ■rif«*!.iiii 

pt^-vtirr thiit 0m «mfl4w*l ^«ll liiPill'i, if I tlllalrtiw Uul* 

^n*>, tinn'l: un'A * hml 

Hi*rt‘. i'i '.njnrihr.ir- ^?-.| un^t p*-. . 

’ My 'Kitlu^r ta mf^ Im un ftfi4 r«t|. 

u«-a»)u iti' tht^ tr-'iilsri *ti lit ill# lly Ih# |*fliir#*f 

an‘:.ui,V‘‘UH*;jt, tuy wlifi fir!*| Itnlgftl »rtr|l|i lli# f 'tfinitwiiitiiii, |t«4 

l(» tij) hi'i .juartpi’it in th# rwnfti rii^lit lli# ; ttlni iktiy, 

oHpii p.-ifiV ;-tfi *.ix in lli^ Wurilillg* ril|i|i#il i:»l| |||f» tailing l»r liitfi 1*1 

pot:ip <i<Mvn ; anti thpn ^<.ni!tl «ii| litif'* 

<liiy?i Ion.', ale. tit: th»^ difwnl fif lli# t*lirktj»ti ; ■ .Witf iiiy 

Fathp!- fltp mm iMlStlWlIl? #t lltiltir ill til# Itfirlrillfei isf 

thti Krini‘ni«'<l siKitlr) tluirrli, fit ilr^ tiiitint#»l imiiilA nif 

Kvthrr brini'.rlit l:!-.it priwf?* ffiim thp IViiir# wIiihI liiin tifi# 

tiiuo, !Ip\v Ih* ri>uhl Illt.ii|»l0r .»Ih4 \Pt%m m< in ti*# tiiwf»i»ryl 

i'.ahrr di'pw fVoin hin n linrifl 4,0|iri:tribiir#, «i4 #|itiwis4 il 

h'xin ivi (isu* h<4|K 'I’hipi hii li^4 I# Itttiv# Hfitli |f$# iVltirfi f*»f wtti# 

On it in-it'ii, Jiii fpuntl mi ilm p|i»t«liwl in 

wlmi U fulUi'r imtMilii |ii |||#t4irf|- * lli# %iirt p|" » itiiii mi Lut'ra^ 

vvliu \.Mn nxMtrtli liitnuiitg 14# ; .witl »l tlin kitlMW 

thrr.o woriln of rsnlni Hfvmify4hir4 fvprwM 'lVh0*n hptr I in 

Jirnt't n hut th-r' f Atuf thm i0 pwm Upm r4rth thul I'lkinr# hradn fhrr-, ,l|f 
tlf'nh itnd mtf hfurt f-iink'th Hmi/uiklk ; Pmt if Ik r»r>?»y 

and nuj partviu Friwlrirh, tliif n %"pry iwnrii^ 

Nki'tt'h im h:-:. |>;irl ; l>nt mi tini|#nml»!«MiUt^ ; 4 ili 4 *'hl> 

ihonrbtt: Hint III tkp |ir##mit jiifirliirr ' 

* VVhopvtn’ vtunnU-vn tln»4 fm# knmtlwk# uf tpU^jtm, »n4 fpimu tni 

thn pi-niliar iumI g'mjni« tli# yitniiK nhuh mm 

anu,%4ijjp to'Aura'. mnl rl#iiriw« fkr it ll-ml liiwnlm Ii4«i i*#i Iwmiw 
iiitijlliM-rnt ity rrh.riou, lift iif'lm* *#41* my 0n Ilit 

\mU iiutl that il \r^i\ mnmjjy llik ymtug i*iii4n‘'# rmit«| 

th*nu.:kk ui-; humf- rcHtlinli priNEm® Imiris kif iliimiisi# limi»#|f 

iiitd ihf. anuu n? Ik|.4 {»#0liiiig |ii4|i il %"knm, n-rntfUK^ 

an Au'itrian An’lnhnlimMI, null I kliiiw tiiil tif |i||i#'<i lliw 

f.f (‘athiilit’ I’ripa-, ii«* llmf B*ICilifr, tinkijy I:*i 4 t fpry r^nilsek 

f'ottki utiuyMtn imr}i m iliinf *il llili ftmtif llfirr. 

* \Vht‘n iiiv FitOipf, Ilirr mn Eiltn'* tiding pi?i|p 4* iaa!rs‘,/4 

In On^ rpoan ; hp ^Il4il Itlin til f»lr iil/irrirl] * ftfsititri 

h.im to tnhr a i'«ioUu^.:«jw*wi|#r In wniPf^ Intth mlmh nmlrdah m 0 fp fp 4 flf 
on \\io tahlp. Thiii h# immn mt tiiw : liiit til# l*ff«rp liln 

htnitl.* SiicppfVi ymi thini ? * mf ¥»ilipt t4l>p« Inm 

hoi pork*‘.t fv paptn-, in wliirli hn wr«ml Ifif flit «*ri 

ii'hi\kt‘ii4>ut a poftsnu tif H Intn Ilk liiiiii^ mill m» iiiii# lik mimth , •imI nww 
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tlie Crown-Prince grips at my Father s powder, and takes that/ Privately 
to be made away with ; death resolved upon in some way ! thinVg the 
desperate young man ? ^ 

That scene of Katte’s execution, and of the Prince’s and 
other people’s position in regard to it, has never yet been 
humanly set forth, otherwise the response had been difierent. 
Not humanly set forth, — and so was only barked at, as by the 
infinitude of little dogs, in all countries ; and could never yet 
be responded to in austere vox humanay deep as a De Prqfaridisy 
terrible as a Chorus of ^schylus, — ^for in effect that is rather 
the character of it, had the barking once pleased to cease. 

‘ King of Prussia cannot sleep,’ writes Dickens : ‘ the 
officers sit up with him every night, and in his slumbers he 
raves and talks of spirits and apparitions.’^ We saw him, 
ghost-like, in the night-time, gliding about, seeking shelter 
with Feekin against ghosts ; Ginkel by daylight saw him, now 
clad in thunderous tornado, and anon in sorrowful fog. Here, 
farther on, is a new item, — and joined to it and the others, a 
remarkable old one : 

‘ In regard to Wilhelmina’s marriage, and whether a Father 
cannot give his daughter in wedlock to whom he pleases, 
there have been eight Divines consulted, four Lutheran, four 
Reformed (Calvinist) ; who, all but one ’ (he of the Garrison 
Church, a rhadamanthine fellow in serge), have answered, 
^ No, your Majesty ! ’ ^ It is remarkable that his Majesty has 

not gone to bed sober for this month past.’ ® 

What Seckendorf and Grumkow thought of all these 
phenomena? They have done their job too well. They are 
all for mercy ; lean with their whole weight that way, — ^in 
black qualms, one of them withal, thinking tremulously to 
himself, ‘ What if his now Majesty were to die upon us, in 
the interim ! ’ 

1 Nicolai, AneMoten, vi. 183-189. * Despatch, 3d October 1730. 

® Dickens, 9th and 19th December 1730. 
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i'KtAVN^iMUN<‘K ’ 1*0 nV.VV.SV AND SOT 

K” n'i/nnl t<.> I'‘ru'tirirh, thr (‘irar! jir-i ili iu\ 

tuenl from tju* Kiiu,^ ; tho oa Trir-drirli, a 1 vJjairN 

r«>bmol injilt y of do i-, i'u»ui Ttr idout aad all oo iid^ i . 
axr(*|it t\M>, Uo.dh 40* by law. Tin* Uu) ulio ut\i4v 

iuj’l' royal clrinrary and j>ard(>!i, sm iv Majur (iriit ia,! In: lauL, 

Schvvia-in, to* moho writ«\ on«^ of Ihrai, or if no! 
thou Lini^or; atul tor tarlaiu, Houhoo tHi> wiuflw rniitlo 
nioii not kntnvu io iiuv oi tuv rtMulns, noi to inr, oxrrjjt. aa 
niunox Thr rt Hf nrt‘ all coldly t»f opinion that tlm imlitarv 
rtwle fMiV.H Death. Other ctnh * aiul iH>n iik ratitm n tnav wry 
thiK and ihaU 'vhich it is nut in their jimvinrr to tioiih 
upon; this b what tlic military e»Mle sayi ; aOtl tin s !ea\t it 
(hero. 

''riu* Junins Itrntus of a Uo\al Mi’r.tv hful finavrjt-ii in 
his own heart j'nndy. Well then ' Hut hi . ( 'ouu* ■; j!,u ,, < )ltl 
\h ‘s&muT, (irutukow, Scckendorf» one utui all tnietpo e u lte 
luenlly, vlVinn* c»f the Kinpire, M nut. ti m 

tenant -< olonel only’ Mu 4 not» eannt4 d nav, .r«n>d o!d 
Huifdenhrtjck, in the fire of vtill tur.nt'rr fnl jA t-ur 

open ins wui^.tcoat : * If \otir Majesfv ts-qmie'; hiood, fair 
mine; tliat otlier urn shall never pe?, .o 1 e.ui -jh- il 

luu'eign ('onrb interpre.e ; Surih-'M, tli^* OuN;ii ; ^hv ^■4e,dr:h 
in eiivuilotri way, rtunul by \irnna !♦> v^d ; tinadi tie- 
Kfliser himself sends an Autat.?.n-aph ; ^ for poor Osi-tu >r‘phi'’'* 
has npjdiiul vwn to Seckemhirf, will lie Hiends e*r;h, ■ vi. 

hiiusetf, ami in her despair is kimeldud u! e\f !\ dnnms 

Hnitns is saiit lt> have hatl jealernal /dlW'luHr v«;!h;d. 1 t :* d 

rich Wilhelm, alone aj'ainsl the whnpei .. of hi. ov. n hratl 
n.n<! the voiees of all men, yields a! la/:! in dir. ^ ri.o dl* 
Seekentlorf, wlm has chalkeihtmt a mil<h-i d;d;o. fa pi:, in of 

17 ';o « r i. ; 


* lUtr, mil DvMiff 
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treatment, still rigorous enough/ lie at last admits that such 
plan is perhaps good ; that the Kaiser’s Letter has turned 
the scale with him ; and the didactic method, not the behead- 
ing one, shall be tried. That Donhof and Schwerin, with 
their talk of mercy, with ‘ their eyes upon the Rising Sun,’ as 
is evident, have done themselves no good, and shall perhaps 
find it so one day. But that, at any rate, Friedrich’s life is 
spared ; Katte’s execution shall suffice in that kind. Repent- 
ance, prostrate submission and amendment, — ^these may do 
yet more for the prodigal, if he will in heart return. These 
points, sometime before the 8 th of November, we find to be 
as good as settled. 

The unhappy prodigal is in no condition to resist farther. 
Chaplain Muller had introduced himself with Katte’s dying 
admonition to the Crown-Prince to repent and submit. Chap- 
lain Miiller, with his wholesome cooling-powders, with his 
ghostly counsels, and considerations of temporal and eternal 
nature, — ^we saw how he prospered almost beyond hope. 
Even on Predestination, and the real nature of Election by 
Free Grace, all is coming right, or come, reports Muller. 
The Chaplain’s Reports, Friedrich Wilhelm’s grimly mollified 
Responses on the same : they are written, and in confused 
form have been printed; but shall be spared the English 
reader. 

And Grumkow has been out at Ciistrin, preaching to the 
same purport from other texts : Grumkow, with the thought 
ever present to him, ‘What if Friedrich Wilhelm should 
die?’ is naturally an elocjuent preacher. Enough, it has 
been settled (perhaps before the day of Katte’s death, or at 
the latest three days after it, as we can see), That if the 
Prince will, and can with free conscience, take an Oath (‘ no 
mental reservation,’ mark you !) of contrite repentance, of 
perfect prostrate submission, and purpose of future entire 
obedience and conformity to the paternal mind in all things, 
^ His Letter to the King, ist November 173*^ Forster, i. 37 Sj 37^)* 
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hir. H fiut liiifi . 1-. 1 tta 

aiiam} 
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jmr*oHi nwov. lirfo-vr', bins ‘-.t- if, na I inni, t'>.alv 

to unitariHkn that Oath; dorin:*, ho\uur, to rr it fu t» that 
ho may inaturoly study f^t-rv nlutnr of it. Sav ^ou v-riilv 
M) ? answfTs Majnstv. And f/aiv mv UV inr b»‘ is t Jl4n<t itui 
ngaita and hluldH-r gmlrfuity ov<‘r a siunt r a pota- Smo 

pbu'knd as brand from ihv buruing ‘(Jod, tbn Mod Higlj, 
f^iva UtN birshiug oa it, thru ! ' I'inirbidn’i tin* patnru il Majfad > 

‘ And *is Uc ofttiu by woiniroiis oojdaun**n *druinto path i and 
thorny will bring nn-n into Iho Kiny,doni t»f C’iuid.no 

may onr Diviun Hodornior brip ilod tin. |‘5‘’‘h pd son b** 
brouglii into IJis communion, d'hat bi'< {omI!*- . bo.og hr 
Insalcn till it is fioftrijcil ami rb un’j^al ; and o h* hr n ;l ' d 
from ilu* cta\^s of Satan, d’bis grant t:s tbo Alniighf^ tt..»d 
and Father, for tmr Ff^rd n,nd 11;^ |ki:. non 

anti dcfith'N rake! Amrn ! I atm for thr .red, 
nihad ionrd King, f 'nn nun n WnintM ( h'a..nV; 'n ne/a, H^h 
A^i n Trntn' r I 7 r> 0 )d " 

i^nnai Vi hit (' a ( r-j,?-,'’ 

I't was iVlouday bth Novcndirr, \^\\yn |.H.,n,rr K. .;;■■■.■ 
Within « fortnight, on tin* second Smula^ afn'r, ih- u- Irn 
a Select (\mnnts-don, iirumkow-, Iton-k, Hnddrnlc -■* k, seH! 
thrc(* other Soldiers^ and the Frivy ('onnr'dlor d'hnlmrvr: , 
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IlUit,* thi'Mi iM'vrn, with duts .’ioU'imuty, iwhniniHter the Oath 
ttrrin* »»f Oath by rerulm) ; Friedrich being found 

rra^iy. lie sign** the Oath, m well aa audibly swears it: 
»h» r»ni|titt» hi^ •iwonl is rtwtuml to him, and his prison-door 
Mjn uefl, He slejm forth tn the Town ('huri'h with his Com- 
iiiis<ii» mil's i tubes tlie saerrtttH’ut ; listens, with all Oiistrin, to 
att alliMve Serinmi ii« the subject; ‘text happily chosen, 
pn arher haiiiiling it well.' 'IVxt wiui Fsalm Hevculy-.scvcuih, 
verse eleventh ( tenth «f o»r English vewion), Afid I mid, 
'i'hii i» mtf mfitmitifi hut I xt'dl rmmlttr the ^ears (f the 
rt^^ht hmul thf Stmt ; or, as Luther’s version more 
inti lbgiblv gives it. Thy i hurt ta mtffir ; the right hand <>f 
tht Mmt High tun ihtmgr all. Freacher (not Muller but 
«ni>tl»eti rt»»e ju.id ! ,!tv into didnctk jmthos; Frinee, and all 
fiwlrin, werw u,, j. nr. or near w«s*pii>g, at the close of the 
bnsinw.* 

.Hlrsjght front t*huirh the Frinee k coiulucled, not to the 
Fiirtrw., but tt* a rertain 'Fowit Mtuisiim, which he is to call 
hi* own heneeforth, imiler conditions : an erring I*rince half- 
lit*rr«!«l, aiwl mercifully put on prtwf again. His first act 
here i» to write, of hi* own ccmipo-.itimi, or heljved by some 
«»ftid«l hand, this Iiftter to hU Ali-iwreiiest Fapa; which 
wmtt tw iiitroihMwl, thouglj, except to reatim of Oerman 
who know tim ’ihrw' * AlkrdkrrhktmMigskr,' md 

•tmnge pijwlay •.nl.-muity of the Court-style, it is like to l>e 
in g'ltsal (ia.rt h**t ill any translation : 


•< 5 «»irt 8 , 1 »Ui November WM, 

* A,,i.e«i,*w»«»r sail Ai 4 »'<is*c(wcstisr Fsr«s»,-"To ytair Roysl Majesty, 
my All-#fiM4«»M»a*I Fsllier, liavr,*>'--'<.i’, ‘I havii, If one 4«r*t write the 
* I, ‘ by fay AtwbeAiewca •* Theira* (Veare) 'subject and soldier, not 
Ihsii by mf HodMtiftthnMW *• llieir# R<a», Riven o«*d« to » just 
wisib aud »w*i*«* agaluKt »«». With the AHoWient iwt respect I 


• III wee, ''inly *b»i tbwiwsou «t»« ocesilaMlly Iw scces- 

«M« to bo •»*. #»*« *1. t»ri. ‘ 

il#f |4 III# I Nl* Wt 4mU, llw sl)»a tiiwriy 

$mn4 lnMiocf* 


t i. ft. 
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submit myself wholly to the grace of my most All-gracious Father ; and 
beg him^ Most All-graciously to pardon me ; as it is not so much the with- 
drawal of my liberty in a sad arrest (malheureusen Arrest), as my own 
thoughts of the fault I have committed, that have brought me to reason : 
Who, with all-obedientest respect and submission, continue till my end, 
My All-graciousest Ring’s and Father’s faithfully obedientest Servant 
and Son, Friedrich.’ ^ 

This new House of Friedrich’s in the little Town of 
Ciistrin, he finds arranged for him on rigorously thrifty prin- 
ciples, yet as a real Household of his own ; and even in the 
form of a Court, with Hofmarschall, Kammerjunkers, and the 
other adjuncts ; — Court reduced to its simplest expression, as 
the French say, and probably the cheapest that was ever set up. 
Hofmarschall (Court-Marshal) is one Wolden, a civilian Official 
here. The Kammerjunkers are Rohwedel and Natzmer; 
Natzmer Jxmior, son of a distinguished Feldmarschall : ^a 
good-hearted but foolish forward young fellow,’ says Wil- 
helmina ; ‘ the failure of a coxcomb {petit-maitre manque),'^ 
For example, once, strolling about in a solemn Kaiser’s Soiree 
in Vienna, he found in some quiet corner the young Duke of 
Lorraine, Franz, who it is thought will be the divine Maria 
Theresa’s husband, and Kaiser himself one day. Foolish 
Natzmer found this noble young gentleman in a remote 
comer of the Soir^; went up, nothing loath, to speak 
graciosities and insipidities to him : the noble young gentle- 
man yawned, as was too natural, a wide long yawn ; and in 
an insipid familiar manner, foolish Natzmer (Wilhelmina and 
the Berlin circles know it) put his finger into the noble young 
gentleman’s mouth, and insipidly wagged it there. ^ Sir, you 
seem to forget where you are 1 ’ said the noble young gentle- 
man; and closing his mouth with emphasis, turned away; 
but happily took no farther notice,^ This is all we yet 
know of the history of Natzmer, whose heedless ways and 


^ Preuss, i. 5 ^, 57 i and Anonymous, Friedrichs des Grossen Brief e an seinen 
Voter (Berlin, Posen und Bromberg, 1838), p. 3, 

* Wilhelmina, i, 310. 
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iiluur.. tintwl with natural inpuuityaad good- 
Ittiiiionr, «w mtt wnattrartivc to tlic Prince. 

Ii<ifm»wh»ll aiul tlim^ two KuinimTjnnkin-s are of the 
l»w)rr Bjwiw i men inteudwl for (MMal bmincas, in which 
the Prifue hiniBcIf is now to be omjiiiwL The Prince has 
ftinr liirkryo, twi» onn vakt He ‘ wtant his sword, but 
lias no swonl liwh much an officer’s uniform: 

H nirrc Prim-o jntt »|»oJt his good Ixshavtour again ; not yet a 
widicr of thr ProMian Amy, only hoping to Inscome so again. 
Hr m-m% a light gray dn^os, • Mtq^uw'r (pike-^y) frock 
with »i»m»w silver r«»nli»g* ’ j and must recover ha uniform, 
hy l.i.nii.t' hinmdf grwUiaUy a new iiimt. 

t'.ii fii* !»• I#, along with the new household, a new employ- 
ment laid wit for hitti in t'iatnn t and it shall lie seen what 
hgiif* Iw Hiakiw in that, first of all. He a to sit in the 
/» - ; ; r or (tovwiment Hoard her®, as youngwt 

Hath ; no other r«r«*r jwnnilt«*l. last him learn Economics 
awl the w«v of .onimgimt Domain Und* {a very principl 
ilrm of the royal r.T*wiu«i in thiaro.mlry): humble work, but 
nocfnl . which he had Iwtter i»c well how he will do. Two 
»>lder Hath* «te ttp|winted to instruct him in the Economic 
HiiciMie* and Proctii-r#, if he show faculty and diliges^l 
whit-h in fact hr turn* mil to do. in a su|Mfrior degree, having 

ill ttj* 


kind of life IwM with him for the next fifteen 
month*, all through the yeir HSl mid forthen 

iiwtrurtiw v«*r to Him, not i** the Ifomwn feeiesice* alo«e' 

II» i* m wholly to hintstsif. Alt hi* t.lluw cicalun:.s as it 
*11 Jr him. Hoodivd -I.a An«% 

Jhs.mvd'u^, llml i» to **y» Tohm-co-Porliawen ^ 

.,0i . S no stirri.^ of his tmger « 

ito Im« much to i3K«t«‘t«r . ^ ' p 

mdlf mkmm, mdlf inuranhac, SI (iXv 

With tlnmAow i tafcw Wttdh advice foo» C»»umko 
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(our prompter-general, president in the Dionysius‘’-Ear, and 
not an ill-wisher farther); professes much thankfulness to 
Grumkow, now and henceforth. Thank you for flinging me 
out of the six-story window, and catching me by the coatskirts ! 
— Left altogether to himself, as we said ; has in the whole 
Universe nothing that will save him but his own good sense, 
his own power of discovering what is what, and of doing what 
will be behoveful therein. 

He is to quit his French literatures and pernicious practices, 
one and all. His very flute, most innocent ^ Princess,’ as he 
used to call his flute in old days, is denied him ever since he 
came to Custrin ; — but by degrees he privately gets her back, 
and consorts much with her ; wails forth, in beautiful adagios, 
emotions for which there is no other utterance at present. 
He has liberty of Custrin and the neighbourhood; out of 
Custrin he is not to lodge, any night, without leave had of 
the Commandant. Let him walk warily ; and in good earnest 
study to become a new creature, useful for something in the 
Domain Sciences and otherwise. 


CHAPTER III 

WILHELMINA IS TO WED THE PRINCE OF BAIREUTH 

Crown-Prince Friedrich being settled so far, his Majesty 
takes up the case of Wilhelmina, the other ravelled skein 
lying on hand. Wilhelmina has been prisoner in her 
Apartment at Berlin all this while : it is proper Wilhelmina 
be disposed of; either in wedlock, filially obedient to the 
royal mind ; or in some much sterner way, ‘ within four walls,’ 
it is whispered, if disobedient. 

Poor Wilhelmina never thought of disobeying her parents : 
only, which of them to obey ? King looks towards the Prince 
of Baireuth again, agreed on before those hurly-burlies now 
past ; Queen looks far otherwards. Queen Sophie still 
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desperately believes in the English match for Wilhelmina; 
and has subterranean correspondences with that Court ; 
refusing to see that the negotiation is extinct there. Grumkow 
himself, so over-victorious in his late task, is now heeling 
towards England ; ^ sincere in his wish to be well with us,’ 
thinks Dickens : Grumkow solaces her Majesty with delusive 
hopes in the English quarter. ^ Be firm, child ; trust in my 
management ; ^ only swear to me, on your eternal salvation, 
that never, on any compulsion, will you marry another than 
the Prince of Wales ; — give me that oath i ’ ^ Such was 
Queen Sophie’s last proposal to Wilhelmina, — anight of the 
27th of January 1731, as is computable, — her Majesty to 
leave for Potsdam on the morrow. They wept much together 
that night, but Wilhelmina dextrously evaded the oath, on a 
religious ground. Prince of Baireuth, whom Papa may like 
or may not like, has never yet personally made appearance : 
who or what will make appearance, or how things can or will 
turn, except a bad road, is terribly a mystery to Wilhelmina. 

What with chagrin and confinement, what with bad diet 
(for the very diet is bad, quality and quantity alike unspeak- 
able), Wilhelmina sees herself ^reduced to a skeleton’; no 
company but her faithful Sonsfeld, no employment but her 
Books and Music; — struggles, however, still to keep heart. 
One day, it is in February 1731, as I compute, they are 
sitting, her Sonsfeld and she, at their sad mess of so-called 
dinner, in their remote upper story of the Berlin Schloss, 
tramp of sentries the one thing audible ; and were ^ looking 
mournfully at one another, with nothing to eat but a soup of 
salt and water, and a ragout of old bones full of hairs and 
slopperies,’ — nothing else ; that was its real quality, whatever 
fine name they might give it, says the vehement Princess, — 
^ we heard a sharp tapping at the window ; and started up in 
surprise, to see what it could be. It was a raven, carrying in 
its beak a bit of bread, which it left on the window-sill, and 
flew away.’ ^ 

^ Wilhelmina, i. 314. 


* Hid, 316. 
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Jnm r«HH» into tmr «>■*!» at tliw iwiventure.’ Are we 
m Hel»ri?w Elijahs, then ; m% l!»it the wild mvene have 
tu hring tw fwjd ? 'rrnth is, i\wK was nothing tnimoilous, as 
\\ i!h. Imin.i found In* nwl by. It wiw a hime raven, -not the 
sotd of t»l«! tJoorgt* J,, which livtw at tsknvorth on good 
; l»nt the jwt mven of a certain Margravine, which 
tmt its way aiming the intricate rmifs here. But the incident 
was toiulung. ‘ Wcli,’ cxciainmi Wihichaina, *in the Roman 
Histories I luti now rending, it is often saul tiiose creatures 
la-tokt'o goin! hick.* All UerHn, such the apjjctite for gossip, 
Hint sHch the fmnim* of it in Iki-lin at present, talked of this 
minute event ; nnd tlus French ('olony,— old Protestant 
t olony, pnwticn! considerate people, were ho struck by it, 
they brought hasketn of comfortalde tilings to us, and left 
tiiinn daily, m if by aeeitlent, on some neutral ground, where 
Ihij miiid txiidd pick them up, sentries refusing to see unless 
eomprlled. Which fine proctnlure has attachecl Wilhelmiua to 
tlje Fi'iiich nation ever sima*, as a dextrous useful people, and 
has giviTi her a tlispositiou to help them where she couUl. 

The omen of the raven did not at once bring good luck : 
however, it did chance to he the turning-point, solstice of this 
long Greenland winter; after which, amid storms and alarms, 
daylight came Hteiwlily nearer. Stonns and alarms: for 
there came rumovirs of quarrels out at Potsilara, quiurels 
on the old score Indwren the Royal SjKHises there ; and 
frightful ui>\ through one Fvei-Muann, an insolent royal 
lackey, about wialding Wciwanifels, about imprisonment for 
life and other hanl things; threugh all which Wilhelmina 
Hlinihsi tu k«*p her jamr heatl steatly, and answer with dignity 
yet iliM icetly. (hi tliif other hand, her Sisters are jicrmitted 
to visit her, and jK‘reeptil)le asMuigemeuts come. At length, 
on the 1 1 th of May, there came solemn Deputation, Borck, 
(trnmkovv, 'nndmeviT in it, old real friends and pretcndctl 
new ; which set jaair WilUvlmina wringing her hands (having 
bid a b'tter from Miuunm overnight); but <iid bring alxiut 
a solution. It was Friday 1 Hh of May ; a day of crisis in 
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Wilhelmina’s history ; Queen commanding one thing. King 
another, and the hour of decision come. 

Entering, announcing themselves, with dreadful solemnity, 
these gentlemen, Grumkow the spokesman, in soft phrase, but 
with strict clearness, made it apparent to her, That many she 
must, — the Hereditary Prince of Baireuth, — and without the 
consent of both her parents, which was unattainable at 
present, but peremptorily under the command of one of them, 
whose vote was the supreme. Do this (or even say that you 
will do it, whisper some of the well-affected), his Majesty’s 
paternal favour will return upon you like pent waters ; — and 
the Queen will surely reconcile herself (or perhaps turn it all 
her own way yet ! whisper the well-affected). Refuse to do 
it, her Majesty, your Royal Brother, you yourself. Royal 
Highness, God only knows what the unheard-of issue will be 
for you all ! Do it, let us advise you : you must, you must ! 
— Wilhelmina wrung her hands ; ran distractedly to and firo ; 
the well-affected whispering to her, the others ‘ conversing at 
a window.’ At len^h she did it. Will marry whom her 
all-gracious Papa appoints ; never wished or meant the least 
disobe<lience ; hopes, beyond all things, his paternal love will 
now return, and make everybody blessed ; — and 0, reconcile 
Mamma to me, ye well-affected I adds she. — Bravissimo ! 
answer they ; her Majesty, for certain, will reconcile herself ; 
Crown-Prince got back from Ciistrin, and all will be well.^ 

Priedridix Wilhelm was overjoyctl ; Queen Sophie Dorothee 
was in despair. With his Majesty, who ‘wept’ like a 
paternal bear, on reembracing Wilhelmina the obedient some 
days hence, it became a settled point, and was indicated to 
Wilhelmina as such, That the Crown-Prince would, on her 
actual wedding, probably get back from Ciistrin. But her 
Majesty’s reconcilement, — ^this was very slow to follow. Her 
Majesty was still in flames of ire at their next interview ; 
and poor Wilhelmina fainted, on approaching to kiss her 
hand. ‘ Disgnmed, van<iuished, and my enemies triumphing ! ’ 

* Wilhelmina, L 3a7*333» 
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said her Majesty ; and vented her wrath on Wilhelmina ; and 
fell ill (so soon as there was leisure), ill, like to die, and said 
‘ Why pretend to weep, when it is you that have killed me ! ’ 
— and indeed was altogether hard, bitter, upon the poor 
Princess ; a chief sorrow to her in these trying months. Can 
there be such wrath in celestial minds, venting itself so un- 
reasonably ? — 

At present there is no leisure for illness ; grand visitors in 
quantity have come and are coming ; and the Court is 
brilliant exceedingly ; — ^his Majesty blazing out into the due 
magnificence, which was very great on this occasion, domestic 
matters looking up with him again. The Serenities of 
Brunswick are here, young and old ; much liked by Friedrich 
Wilhelm ; and almost reckoned family people, — ever since 
their Eldest Son was affianced to the Princess Charlotte here, 
last visit they made. To Princess Charlotte, Wilhelmina^s 
second junior, — ^mischievous, coquettish creature she, though 
very pretty and insinuating, who seems to think her Intended 
rather a phlegmatic young gentleman, as Wilhelmina gradu- 
ally discovers. Then there is old Duke Eberhard Ludwig, 
of Wiirtemberg, whom we saw at Ludwigsburg last year, in 
an intricate condition with his female world and otherwise, 
he too announces himself, — according to promise then given. 
Old Duke Eberhard Ludwig comes, stays three weeks in great 
splendour of welcome ; — poor old gentleman, his one son is 
now dead ; and things are getting earnest with him. On his 
return home, this time, he finds, according to order, the foul 
witch Gravenitz duly cleared away ; reinstates his injured 
Duchess, with the due feelings, better late than never ; and 
dies in a year or two, still childless. — 

These are among the high guests at Berlin ; and there are 
plenty of others whom we do not name. Magnificent dining ; 
with ‘ six-and- twenty blackamoors,’ high-coloured creatures, 
marching up the grand staircase, round the table, round it, 
and then down again, melodious, doing ‘ janizary music,’ if 
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you happen to prefer that kind ; — trained creatures these 
blackamoors, all got when hoys, and set to cymballing and 
fifing betimes, adds my authority.^ Dining, boar-hunting (if 
the boar be huntable), especially reviewing, fail not in those 
fine summer days. 

One evening, it is Sunday £7th of May, latish, while the 
high guests, with Queen and Wilhelmina, are just passing in 
to supper (King’s Majesty having ‘gone to bed at seven,’ to 
be well astir for the review to-morrow), a sound of wheels is 
heard in the court. Modest travelling-equipage rolls up into 
the inner court; to the foot of the grand staircase there, 
whither only Princes come : — who can it be ? The Queen 
sends to inquire. Heavens, it is the Hereditary Prince of 
Baireuth ! ‘ Medusa’s Head never produced such effect as did 

this bit of news : Queen sat petrified ; and I,’ by reflex, was 
petrified too ! Wilhelmina passed the miserablest night, no 
wink of sleep ; and felt quite ill in the morning ; — in dread, 
too, of Papa’s rough jests, — and wretched enough. She had 
begged much, last night, to be excused from the review. 
But that could not be : ‘ I must go,’ said the Queen after 
reflection, ‘ and you with me.’ Which they did ; — and 
diversified the pomp and circumstance of mock-war by a 
small unexpected scene. 

Queen, Princess and the proper Dames had, by his 
Majesty’s order, to pass before the line : Princess in much 
trouble, ‘ with three caps huddled on me, to conceal myself,’ 
poor soul. Margraf of Schwedt, at the head of his regi- 
ment, ‘ looked swollen with rage,’ high hopes gone in this 
manner ; — and saluted us with eyes turned away. As for his 
Mother, the Dessau Margravine in high colours, she was ‘ blue 
in the face’ all day. Lines passed, and salutations done, her 
Majesty and Dames withdrew to the safe distance, to look 
on : — Such a show, for pomp and circumstance, Wilhelmina 
owns, as could not be equalled in the world. Such wheeling, 
rhythmic coalescing and unfolding; accurate as clockwork, 
* ^ Fassmann, p. 726, etc. 
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far and wide ; swift big column here, hitting swift big column 
there, at the appointed place and moment ; with their volley- 
ings and trumpetings, bright uniforms and streamers and 
field-music, — ^in equipment and manoeuvre perfect all, to the 
meanest drummer or black kettledrummer : — supreme drill- 
sergeant playing on the thing, as on his huge piano, several 
square miles in area ! Comes of the Old Dessauer, all this ; 
of the ^ equal step ’ ; of the abstruse meditations upon 
tactics, in that rough head of his. Very pretty indeed. — 
But in the meanwhile an Official steps up ; cap in hand, 
approaches the Queen’s carriage; says, He is ordered to 
introduce his Highness the Prince of Baireuth. Prince comes 
up accordingly ; a personable young fellow ; intelligent- 
looking, self-possessed ; makes obeisance to her Majesty, who 
answers in frosty politeness ; and — and Wilhelmina, faint, 
fasting, sleepless all night, fairly falls aswoon. Could not be 
helped : and the whole world saw it ; and Guy Dickens and 
the Diplomatists wrote home about it, and there rose rumour 
and gossip enough ! ^ But that was the naked truth of it : 
hot weather, agitation, want of sleep, want of food ; not 
aversion to the Hereditary Prince, nothing of that. 

Bather the contrary, indeed ; and, on better acquaintance, 
much the contrary. For he proved a very rational, honour- 
able and eligible young Prince : modest, honest, with abund- 
ance of sense and spirit ; kind too and good, hot temper well 
kept, temper hot not harsh; quietly holds his own in all 
circles ; good discourse in him, too, and sharp repartee if 
requisite, — though he stammered somewhat in speaking. 
Submissive Wilhelmina feels that one might easily have had 
a worse husband. What glories for you in England ! the 
Queen used to say to her in old times ; ‘ He is a Prince, that 
Frederick, who has a good heart, and whose genius is very 
small. Bather ugly than handsome; slightly out of shape 
even (m fm contr^aif). But provided you have the com- 

^ Dickens, of 2d June 1731 (in pathetic tenns) ; Wilhelmina, i. 341 (without 
pathos). 
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plaisance to sufl’or his debaucheries, you will quite govern 
him ; and you will be more King than he, when once his 
Father is deful. Only see what a part you will play ! It will 
be you that decide on the weal or woe of Europe, and give 
law to the Nation,’ ^ — ^in a manner ! Which Wilhelmina did 
not think a celestial prospect even then. Who knows but, 
of all the oilers she had, ‘ four ’ or three ‘ crowned heads’ 
among them, this final modest honest one may be intrinsi- 
(ally the best? Take your portion, if inevitable, and be 
thankful ! — 

The Betrothal follows in about a week : Suirday 8d June 
1131 ; with great magnificence, in presence of the high guests 
and all the world : and Wilhelmina is the affianced Bride of 
Friedrich of Baireuth : — and that enormous Double-Marriage 
Tragicomedy, of Much Ado about Nothing, is at last ended. 
Courage, friends ; all things do end ! — 

The high guests hereupon go their ways again ; and the 
Court of Berlin, one cannot but suppose, collapses, os after a 
great effort fiiniahed. Do not hViedrich Wilhelm and in- 
numerable persons, — the readers and the writer of this 
History included, — feel a stone rolled off their hearts ? — -It 
is now, and not till now, that Queen Sophie falls sick, and 
like to die; and reproaches Wilhelmina with killing her. 
Friedrich Wilhelm hopes confidently, not ; waits out at 
Potsdam, for a few days, till this killing danger pass; 
then departs, with double impetuo.sity, for rrcu.sHcn, and 
despatch of Public Business; sucli a mountain of Domestic 
Business lieing victoriously got under. 

Poor King, his life, this long while, has been a series of 
enrthquaki's and titanic convulsions. Narrow miss he has 
hiul, of pulling down his house about his ears, and burying 
self, son, wife, family and fortunes, under the ruiu-honp, — a 
monument to remote posterity. Never was such an enchanted 
dmiai, of well-intentioned Iloyal Bear with poetic tempera- 
ment, pipdi to by two black-artists, for the Kaiser’s and 
^ Wilhclmimi, L I43* 
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1 ragmatic Sanction’s sake ! Let Tobacco-Parliament also 
rejoice; for truly the play was growing dangerous, of late. 
King and Parliament, we may suppose, return to Public 
Business with double vigour. 


CHAPTEB IV 

CMMINAI. JUSTICE IN PREUSSEN AND ELSEWHERE 

Not that his Majesty, while at the deepest in domestic 
intricacies, ever neglects Public Business. ‘ This very summer 
he is raising Hussar Squadrons ; bent to introduce the 
Hussar kind of soldiery into his Army ; — a good deal of 
horsebreaking and new sabre-exercise needed for that object.^ 
The aflairs of the Reich have at no moment been out of his 
eye ; glad to see the Kaiser edging round to the Sea-Powers 
again, and things coming into their old posture, in spite of 
that sad Treaty of Seville. 

Nay, for the last two years, while the domestic volcanos 
were at their worst, his Majesty has been extensively dealing 
with a new question which has risen, that of the Sahhurg 
Protestants ; concerning which we shall hear more anon. Far 
and wide, in the Diets and elsewhere, he has been diligently, 
piously and with solid judgment, handling this ejuestion of 
the poor Salzburgers; and has even stored up moneys in 
intended solace of them (for he foresees what the end will 
bo) ; — moneys which, it appears about this time, a certain 
Odicial over in Freussen has been peculating! In the end of 
June, his Majesty sets off to Preiissen on the usual Inspection 
Tom: ; which we should not mention, were it not in regard to 
that same Official, and to something very rhadainan thine and 
j)nrticular which befell him ; significant of what liis Majesty 
can do in the way of prompt justice. 

^ Fassmann, pp. 417, 418. 
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Case of Schhibhut 

The Konigsberg Domain-Board (JTnegs- und Domanen- 
Kamme7^) had fallen awry, in various points, of late ; several 
things known to be out-at-elbows in that Country ; the 
Kainroer liaths evidently lax at their post ; for which reason 
they have been sharply questioned, and shaken by the collar, 
so to speak. Nay there is one Rath, a so-called Nobleman of 
those parts, by name Schlubhut, who has been found actually 
defaulting; peculating from that pious hoard intended for 
the Sakburgers : he is proved, and confesses, to have put into 
his own scandalous purse no less than 11,000 thalers, some 
say 30,000 (almost 5,000Z.), which belonged to the Public 
Treasury and the Sakburg Protestants ! These things, 
especially this latter unheard-of Schlubhut thing, the Supreme 
Court at Beilin {Crwmnal-Colkgkm) have been sitting on, for 
some time ; and, im regard to Schlubhut, they have brought 
out a result, which Friedrich Wilhelm not a little admires at. 
Schlubhut (clearly guilty of the defalcation, say they ; but he 
has moneys, landed properties : let him refund, principal and 
interest ; and have, say, tliree or four years'* imi)riaonment, by 
way of memento. ^ Years" imprisonment ? Refund ? Is 
theft in the highest quarters a thing to be let-off for refund- 
ing ? " growls his Majesty ; and will not confirm this sentence 
of his Criminal-(k)llegium ; but leaves it till he get to the 
spot, and see with his own eyes. Schlubhut, in arrest or mild 
confinement all this while, ought to be bethinking himself 
more than he is ! 

Once on the spot, judge if the Kdnigsberg Domain- 
ICammer had not a stiff muster to pass ; especially if Schlub- 
hut"s drill-exercise was gentle ! Schlubhut, summoned to 
private interview with his Majesty, carries his head higher 
than could be looked for : Is very sorry ; knows not how it 
happcutid ; meant always to refund ; will refund, to the last 
penny, and make all good.— ^ Refund ? Does He {Er) know 
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what stealing means, then ? How the commonest convicted 
private thief finds the gallows his portion ; much more a 
public magistrate convicted of theft ? Is He aware that He, 
in a very especial manner, deserves hanging, then ? ’ — Schlub- 
hut looks offended dignity ; conscious of rank, if also of 
quasi-theft : ^ Es ist nicJii Manier (it is not the polite thing) 
to hang a Prussian Nobleman on those light terms ! ’ answers 
Schlnbhut, high-mannered at the wrong time : ‘ I can and 
will pay the money back ! ’ — Nohle-msin ? Money back ? 

will none of His scoundrelly money.’ To strait Prison 
with this ScJiurlce ! — ^And thither he goes accordingly : un- 
happiest of mortals; to be conscious of rank, not at the 
right place, when about to steal the money, but at the 
wrong, when answering to Rhadamanthus on it ! 

And there, sure enough, Schlubhut lies, in his prison on 
the Schlossplatz^ or Castle Square, of Konigsberg, all night ; 
and hears, close by the Domdrien-Karrimer^ which is in the 
same Square, Domanen-KamiTner where his Office used to be, 
a terrible sound of carpentering go on ; — unhappiest of 
Prussian Noblemen. And in the morning, see, a high 
gallows built; close in upon the Domain-Kammer, looking 
into the very windows of it ; — and there, sure enough, the 
unfortunate Schlubhut dies the thief s death, few hours hence, 
speaking or thinking what, no man reports to me. Death 
was certain for him ; inevitable as fate. And so he vibrates 
there, admonitory to the other Raths for days, — some say for 
weeks, — ^till by humble petition they got the gallows removed. 
The stumps of it, sawed close by the stones, were long after 
visible in that Schlossplatz of Konigsberg. Here is prompt 
justice with a witness ! Did readers ever hear of such a 
thing ? There is no doubt about the fact,^ though in all 
Prussian Books it is loosely smeared over, without the least 
precision of detail ; and it was not till after long searching 
that I could so much as get it dated: July 1731, while 

^ Benekendorf (Anonymous), Karakterzuge aus dem Leben Konig Friedrich 
Wilhelm L (Berlin, 1788), vii. 15-20; Forster (ii. 268), etc. etc. 
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Friedrich Crown-Prince is still in eclipse at Ciistrin, and some 
six weeks after Wilhelmina’s betrothal. And here further- 
more, direct from the then Schlubhut precincts, is a stray 
Note, meteorological chiefly; but worth picking up, since it 
is authentic. ‘Wehlau,’ we observe, is on the road home- 
wards again, — on our return from uttermost Memel, — a day’s 
journey hitherwards of that place, half a day^s thitherwards of 
Konigsberg : 

‘Tuesday 10 th July 1731. King dining with General Dockmn at 
Wehlau,* — where he had been again reviewing, for about forty hours, 
all manner of regiments brought to rendezvous there for the purpose, 
poor ^ General Katte with his regiment,' among them ; — King at dinner 
with General Dockum after all that, ^took the resolution to be oflF to 
Konigsberg ; and arrived here at the stroke of midnight, in a deluge of 
rain.' This brings us within a day, or two days, of Schlubhut's death. 
Terrible ^ combat of Bisons ( XJri or Auerochsen^ with such manes, such 
heads), of two wild Bisons against six wild Bears,' then ensued ; and the 
Schlubhut human tragedy ; I know not in what sequence, — rather con- 
jecture the Schlubhut had gone first Pillau, road to Dantzig, on the 
narrow strip between the Frische Haf and Baltic, is the next stage home- 
wards ; at Pillau, General Finkenstein (excellent old Tutor of the Crown- 
Prince) is Commandant, and expects his rapid Majesty, day and hour 
given, to me not known. Majesty goes in three carriages ; Old Des- 
sauer, Grumkow, Seckendorf, Ginkel are among his suite ; weather still 
very electric : 

^At Fischhausen, half way to Pillau, Majesty had a bout of elk- 
hunting; killed sixty elks' (Melton-Mowbray may consider it), — 
* creatures of the deer sort, nimble as roes, but strong as bulls, and 
four palms higher than the biggest horse, — ^to the astonishment of 
Seckendorf, Ginkel, and the strangers there. Half-an-hour short of 
Pillau, furious electricity again ; thunderbolt shivered an oak-tree fifteen 
yards from Majesty's carriage. And at Pillau itself, the Battalion in 
Garrison there, drawn-out in arms, by Count Finkenstein, to receive his 
Majesty' (rain over by this time, we can hope), ^had suddenly to rush 
forward and take new ground ; Frische Haf, on some pressure from the 
elements, having suddenly gushed out, two hundred paces beyond its old 
watermark in that place.' ^ 

Pillau, Fischhausen, — ^this is where the excellent old Adal- 
bert stamped the earth with his life ^in the shape of a 
1 See Mauvillon, ii. 293-297 ^’-correcting hy Fassmann, p. 422. 
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crucifix ’ eight hundred years ago : and these are the new 
phenomena there ! — ^The General Dockum, Colonel of 
Dragoons, whom his Majesty dined with at Wehlau, got 
his death not many months after. One of Dockiim’s Dragoon 
Lieutenants felt insulted at something, and demanded his 
discharge : discharge given, he challenged Dockum, duel of 
pistols, and shot him dead.^ Nothing more to be said of 
Dockum, nor of that Lieutenant, in military annals. 


Case of* the Criminal-Collegmm itself 

And thus w'as the error of the Criminal- Collegium rectified 
in re Schlubhut. For it is not in name only, but in fact, 
that this Sovereign is Supreme Judge, and bears the sword in 
Gudz’s stead, — interfering now and then, when need is, in this 
terrible manner. In the same dim authentic Benekendorf 
(himself a member of the Criminal-Collegium in later times), 
and from him in all the Books, is recorded another inter- 
ference somewhat in the comic vein ; which also we may give. 
Undisputed fact, again totally without precision or details ; 
not even dateable, except that, on study, we perceive it may 
have been before this SchlubhuFs execution, and after the 
Criminal-Collegium had committed their error about him, — 
must have been while this of Schlubhut was still vividly in 
mind. Here is the unprecise but indubitable fact, as the 
Prussian Dryasdust has left us his smear of it : 

^ One morning early (might be before Schlubhut was 
hanged, and while only sentence of imprisonment and restitu- 
tion lay on him), General Graf von Donhof, Colonel of a 
Musketeer regiment, favourite old soldier, — ^who did vote on 
the mild side in that Court-Martial on the Crown-Prince 
lately; but I hope has been forgiven by his Majesty, being 
much esteemed by him these long years past ; — ^this Donhof, 
early one morning, calls upon the King, with a grimly lament- 
ing air. ^ What is wrong, Herr General ? ’ — ‘ Your Majesty, 
^ 7tli April 1732 {Militair-Lexikon, i. 365). 
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my best musketeer, an excellent soldier, and of good inches, 
fell into a mistake lately, — bad company getting round the 
poor fellow; they, he among them, slipt into a house and 
stole something ; trifle and without violence : pay is but three 
half-pence, your Majesty, and the Devil tempts men I Well, 
the Criminal-Collegium have condemned him to be hanged; 
an excellent soldier and of good inches, for that one fault. 
Nobleman Schlubhut was ‘ to make restitution,’ they decreed : 
that was their decree on Schlubhut, one of their own set ; and 
this poor soldier, six feet three, your Majesty, is to dance on 
the top of nothing for a three-halfpenny matter ! ’ — So would 
Donhof represent the thing, — ^ fact being,’ says my Dryasdust, 
^it was a case of housebreaking with theft to the value of 
6,000 thalers, and this musketeer the ringleader!’ — ^Well; 
but was Schlubhut sentenced to hanging ? Do you keep two 
weights and two measures, in that Criminal-Collegium of 
yours, then? 

Friedrich Wilhelm feels this sad contrast very much ; the 
more, as the soldier is his own chattel withal, and of superla- 
tive inches : Friedrich Wilhelm flames-up into wrath ; sends 
olF swift messengers to bring these Judges, one and all, 
instantly into his presence. The Judges are still in their 
dressing-gowns, shaving, breakfasting ; they make what haste 
they can. So soon as the first three or four are reported to 
be in the ante-room, Friedrich Wilhelm, in extreme impatience, 
has them called in ; starts discoursing with them upon the 
two weights and two measures. Apologies, subterfuges do 
but provoke him farther; it is not long till he starts up, 
growling terribly : ‘ Ihr SchvrTcen (Ye Scoundrels), how could 
you ? ’ and smites down upon the crowns of them with the 
Royal Cudgel itself. Fancy the hurry-scurry, the unforensic 
attitudes and pleadings ! Royal Cudgel rains blows, right 
and left : blood is drawn, crowns cracked, crowns nearly 
broken ; and ^ several Judges lost a few teeth, and had their 
noses battered,’ before they could get out. The second relay 
meeting them in this dilapidated state, on the staircases. 
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dashed home again without the honour of a royal interview.^ 
Let them learn to keep one balance, and one set of weights, 
in their Law-Court henceforth. — ^This is an actual scene, of 
date Berlin 1731 or thereby; unusual in the annals of 
Themis. Of which no constitutional country can hope to see 
the fellow, were the need never so pressing, — I wish his 
Majesty had been a thought more equal, wlxen he was so 
rhadamanthine ! Schlubhut be hanged, Schlubhut being only 
Schlubhut’s chattel ; this musketeer, his Majesty’s own 
chattel, he did not hang, but set him shouldering arms again, 
after some preliminary dusting ! — 

His Majesty was always excessively severe on defalcations ; 
any Chancellor with his Exchequer-bills gone wrong, would 
have fared ill in that country. One Treasury dignitary, 
named Wilke (who had ‘ dealt- in tall recruits,’ as a kind of 
bye-trade, and played foul in some slight measure), the King 
was clear for hanging ; his poor Wife galloped to Potsdam, 
shrieking mercy ; upon which Friedrich Wilhelm had him 
whipt by the hangman, and stuck for life into Spandau. Still 
more tragical was poor Hesse’s case. Hesse, some domain 
Rath out at Konigsberg, concerned with moneys, was found 
with account-books in a state of confusion, and several 
thousands short, when the outcome was cleared up. What 
has become of these thousands, Sir? Poor old Hesse could 
not tell : ^ God is my witness, no penny of them ever stuck to 
me,’ asseverated poor old Hesse ; ^ but where they are — ? 
My account-books are in such a state ; — alas, and my poor old 
memory is not what it was I ’ They brought him to Berlin ; 
in the end they actually hanged the poor old soul ; — and then 
afterwards in his dusty lumber-rooms, hidden in pots, stujffed 
into this nook and that, most or all of the money was found 1 ^ 
Date and document exist for all these cases, though my 
Dryasdust gives none; and the cases are indubitable; very 
rhadamanthine indeed. The soft quality of mercy, — ah, yes, 

^ Benekendorf, vii. 33 ; Forster, ii, 270. 

* Forster (ii. 269) etc, etc. ; 
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it m beautiful and l)leHHed, wlien permissible (though thrice- 
accuiroed, when uot) : but it is on the haM quality of justice, 
first of all, that Empires are built up, and beneficent and 
lasting tliinp become achievable to mankind in this 
world !— 


SMpjHT Jenkins in the (h^f t)f Fhmda 

A couple of weeks l>efore Schlul)hut’8 death, the English 
Ni‘WNj)iij)(‘:rs are somewhat astir,— in the way of nawative 
merely, m yet Ship Rebecca, Captain Robert Jenkins Maater, 
has arrived in the Fort of I'ondon, with a strange story in 
her logbook. Of which, after due sifting, this is accurately 
the iubs'tsmee : 

* Zki-ZTih Mm (krtain Jenkint left this Pm*t with the 

lUheocs, iiumtiw ago ; sailed to Jaimiitm, for a cargo of »ugar^ 

lie took in his cargo at Jamaica | pat to ioa again, 0th April 1731, and 
procoe^letl on th# voyage homewardi ; with indlfaront winds for the first 
kirUfight April 20tli, with no wind or norm that would suit, ho ww hang- 
ing alanit hi tho^ oirtrance of tlmAInlf of tlorlda, not far from the Havana/ 
--.■alinosi too near it, I should think ; hot tliase Imflling winds I-** not far 
from dm Havana, when m Hpmiish tlnarda-CJosta hove in sight; came 
down on donkitis, artd fnriotisly honrded him : ^^Hcoundrel, wlrntdo pou 
wiiiti cositrahaiidhig III these sew? Jamahm, say yon? Sugar? Likely! 
I 4 «t IIS your logwood, hides, S|wMjIih pieceii-ofmight V* And hroka 
in upon Jeiikliis, ship and ptrson, In a mwt mtraordliiwy manner. 
Torentp lilt hateliw ; plunged down, inekliig logwood, hides, pleeei-of- 
eiglit; foiiiid ncuio, -not the least trMo of contrahand on ho»d of 
Jtiiklrti. limy hroiighi up his qnwi rants, iM'taiiti, however ; likewise 
hli stock of tallow ca«dl« : they iitook and rummaged him, and all 
Ihifigi, for |ileces-of eight ; furlmiily advised lilmi cutliiw In hand, to 
coiifws guilt They aliodted the head of denklns, hli left ear ^nlmost off. 
Clrdiir had tmn giv«‘.n, him P**- hut m ho liad no hair, they 

onillled that ; nitu-oly hr<njj^ht away the wig, and il«h>id j—ifill no con- 
f^loH, nor iiiy plw^^ol’oifht limy liuiif him ip to yardam,— 
aiinal iieck-haltir, hut Ita^ms to have ho«ii lairy, and did not run :— 
iilt no ooiiftiikiti. 'ITity hoisted him hlghtri tlid his cahlii4oy to Ills 
f«l ; iteck-lialtir ilien his^amt awfully itrliiftiit upon Jenkliii ; had not 
Hit calilii-hoy (without litwl to ipoik of) sllpl tliroiifl, nows being tarry ; 
which w«i a iiailhli rtlitf to Jonkliii. Btfowi wy death, they lowered 
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Jenkins, Confess, scoundrel, then ! " Scoundrel could not confess; spdce 
of British Majesty's fla^, peaceable English subject on the high seas/ — 
British Majesty ; high seas!" answered they, and again hoisted. Thrice 
over they tried Jenkins in this manner at the yardarm, once with cabin- 
boy at his feet: never had man such a day, outrageous whiskerando 
cutthroats tossing him about, his poor Rebecca and him, at such rate 1 
Sun getting low, and not the least trace of contraband found, they made 
a last assault on Jenkins; clutched the bloody slit ear of him; tore it 
mercilessly off ; flung it in his face, Carry that to your King, and tell 
him of it 1 " Then went their way ; taking Jenkins' tallow-candles, and 
the best of his sextants with them ; so that he could hardly work Ms 
passage home again, for want of latitudes ; — and has lost in goods 1121 , 
not to speak of his ear. Strictly true all this ; ship's company, if required, 
will testify on their oath/ ^ 

These surely are singular facts ; calculated to awaken a 
maritime public careful of its honour. Which they did, — 
after about eight years, as the reader will see 1 For the 
present, there are growlings in the coffeehouses ; and ^ Thurs- 
day 9>8fh June, say the Newspapers, ^This day Captain 
Jenkins with his Owners,’ ear in his pocket, I hope, ^ went 
out to Hampton Court to lay the matter before his Grace of 
Newcastle : I * Please your Grace, it is hardly three months 
since the illustrious TVeaty of Vienna was signed ; Dutch and 
we leading-in the Termagant of Spain, and nothing but 
halycon weather to be looked for on that side ! ’ Grace of 
Newcastle, anxious to avoid trouble with Spain, answers I can 
only fancy what ; and nothing was done upon Jenkins and his 
ear ; ^ — may ^ keep it in cotton,’ if he like ; shall have ‘ a 
better ship ’ for some solacement. This is the first emergence 
of Jenkins and his ear upon negligent mankind. He and it 
will marvellously reemerge, one day ! — 

^ Daily Journal (and tbe other London Newspapers), I2th-I7th June (o.s.) 
1731. Coxe’s Walpole^ i. 579, 560 (indistinct and needing correction). 

* ‘ The Spaniards own they did a witty thing, 

Who cropt our ears, and sent them to the King.’ 

Pope (date not given me). 
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Baby Carlos gets his Apanage 

But in regard to that Treaty of Vienna, seventh and last 
f the travail- throes for Baby Carlos’s Apanage, let the too 
blivious reader accept the following Extract, to keep him on 
level with Public * Events,’ as they are pleased to denominate 
lemselves : 

^ By that dreadful Treaty of Seville, Cardinal Fleury and the Spaniards 
lould have joined with England, and coerced the Kaiser vi et armu to 
imit Spanish Garrisons ' (intead of neutral) ^into Parma and Piacenza, 
nd so secure Baby Carlos his heritage there, which all Nature was in 
ravail till he got. War in Italy to a certainty T' said all the News- 
papers, after Seville : and Crown-Prince Friedrich, we saw, was running 
to have a stroke in said War ; — inevitable, as the Kaiser still obstin- 
tely refused. And the English, and great George their King, were 
eady. Nevertheless, no War came. Old Fleury, not wanting war, 
ranting only to fish out something useful for himself, — Lorraine how 
relcome, and indeed the smallest contributions are welcome ! — Old 
fleury manoeuvred, hung back ; till the Spaniards and Termagant Eliza- 
)eth lost all patience, and the very English were weary, and getting 
luspicious. Vt^ereupon the Kaiser edged round to the Sea-Powers again, 
)r they to him ; and comfortable As-you-were was got accomplished i 
nuch to the joy of Friedrich Wilhelm and others. Here are some of the 
lates to these sublime phenomena : 

^ March l^th, 1731, Treaty of Vienna, England and the Kaiser coalescing 
igain into comfortable As-yow-were. Treaty done by Robinson' (Sir 
Thomas, ultimately Earl of Grantham, whom we shall often hear of in 
ime coming) ^ was confirmed and enlarged by a kind of second edition, 
S2d July 1781 ; Butch joining, Spain itself acceding, and all being now 
right Which could hardly have been expected. 

^ For before the first edition of that Treaty, and while Robinson at 
Vienna was still labouring like Hercules in it, — ^the poor Duke of Parma 
lied. Died; and no vestige of a Spanish Garrison*^ yet there, to 
induct Baby Carlos according to old bargain. On the contrary, the 
Kaiser himself took possession,— till once the Duke's Widow, who 
declares herself in the family-way, be brought to bed 1 If of a Son, o/ 
course he must have the Duchies ; if of a Daughter only, then Carlos 
^hall get them, let not Robinson feai\” The due months ran, but neither 
son nor daughter came; and the Treaty of Vienna, first edition and also 
second, was signed; and, 

VOL. II ^ ^ 
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' i ttfitfwr WfA, t*;U, iw mt but a 

ImhUIj" rmnujiMi by tbi' Britwh came into 

an«J urm'wliHS ti» tbeniiu'tveii in the lung-litlgaUHl Parma 
and I*i«re«»a ; and, in fine, ttie ♦lay after (‘hriatmna, Wntutai lie Heaven, 

• (hrernktr HiM, ilaby r#rU»» in higheat jX'ratm came in : Ikby (Jarlo* 

! inure jiueer tn him |t«it l!i* Hitrhiw, and we liojie them waaanond. 
Nil yuisnu Keuileman ever ha*l »iuh a jmtlier te make am««ig hi* fellow- 
I real lire* akmt a hltle heritable jirntieity. If Baby t'arlaa'a jierformance 
ill it Iw aiiylbiuK in i»f«|«irti«<i, he will l*e a Hujieremliient sovereign ! 

' I’bete t« still snme bagjtle ab«ml ’Pmscaiiy, the Duke of which in old 
am! b.-irle*» ; l^nsi of the Meilii l, he jinived. Baby Carlo* would 
iiiMcb like !m bare riisiany inn ; but that j* a blef of the Bmjilre, and 
might easily be Wtter iii*imseil tif, ibinks the Kaiwr. A more or less 
nneertaiii jimiil, that n( J iiwany ; m many jHiinl* are ! Ijiat of the 
JBeilii i ctimiitalmwi. tii a }«<Ulo inaimef, that they were jwrting hi* clothea 
Imitttx be bail jmt them off : however, having no strength, h« did not 
atiem|it resltianve, but jwlttely ««mj«»*ed himself, *' Well, then !"• Do 
reailer* itwwl to !*e ti.fnrmed that this satne Baby Carlo* came to l» King 
«r N*|iiw, Mill even ttltlmatoly to be Carlo* iif. of Kimln, leaving a 
younger Bon to Im King of Kajiles, ancestor «f the now Majwty Dtere?' 

Anti thus, nfler sitfli ciulh.jiinkfs tuid tmvail 

I»f Nnluro, ihfiv is nt l*wl ; tho SttvottUt 'rmvttU-throe 
iuta |mw*h attm'asfiil, i!» mtitie ttiwuittw Iltsre actually 

ia Itelty Carltma A{uttinj 4 »-; thniw jiiolmliiy, by favour of 
limven aiid of tlit- S. =♦ Tow. » will the Kai«.*r'« Pragmatic 
Sami inn Im, nite tlay. Trwily «»f Httvilln, in<»t immitient of 
nil th»*«' dwiMlfttl tif War, hiia |»a««etl off as they 

all tiitli i-- ur. ilvly mljtiat* itaelf into 'rreaty of Vienna: A 
T HU it wore, witwh a Kaiia'r hojwiful to be so, 

Pragmatic fckitetion ami all ; for the Sea-Powent and every- 
Imily mow balcyon wmtlmr Iwnwforth,—- not extending to 
Ihe’fiulf of FhiHda ai«l Cajttain Jenkins, a* wotiid seem! 
Itnbinwm, *kr did the Ibtng. ait exfwrt man, bred to busi- 
in«s as »»ld Horawi Walfmk’s Svivlnry. at Soi»»on« and else- 
wbniti, aiiti now come to mtt on his own scon-. - regards to 
'1‘rtaly of Vifittm (which indeed hml its multiform difficultoj 
MM a thittg to immortalise a man. 

• IkHnU. it, 119.1*11 1. J461 */ 

iH<Mb iff- *S»- 
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Crown-Pi-ince has, long since, by Papa’s order, written to 
the Kaiser, to thank Imperial Majesty for that beneficent in- 
tercession, which has proved the saving of his life, as Papa 
inculcates. We must now see a little how the saved Crown- 
I’rince is getting on, in his eclipsed state, among the Domain 
Sciences at Ciistrin. 


CHAPTER V 

INTEllVIEW OF MAJESTY AND CEOWN-PKINCE 
AT CUSTEIN 

Kvbr since the end of November last year, Crown-Prince 
Friedrich, in the eclij)sed state, at Ciistrin, has been prosecut- 
ing his probationary course, in the Domain Sciences and 
otherwise, with all the patience, diligence and dexterity he 
couhl. It is false, what one reads in some foolish Books, 
that Friedrich negha-lcd the functions assigned him as assessor 
in the Krirg-s- uwl Dmidnm-JCammer. That would not have 
Imm the safe course for him ! The truth still evident is, he 
set himself with diligence to learm the Friedrich-Wilhelm 
methods of administering Domains, and the art of Finance 
in general, esptxnally of Prussian Finance, the best extant 
then or since -Finarnce, Police, Administrative Business ; — 
and profitwl well by the Raths appointed as tutors to him, in 
the re.spec.tive branclieH, One Hille was his Finance-tutor; 
whose ‘ Compendium' drawn up and made use of on this 
omwiion, has been jjrintecl in our time ; and is said to be, in 
brief c«)mp<us.s, a highly instructive Piece ; throwing clear light 
on the exemplary Friedrich-Wilhelm methorls.^ These the 
Prince did actually letum ; and also practise, all his life, — 
‘essentially following his Father’s methods,’ say the Autho- 
rities,^ — with great advantage to himself, when the time came. 

Solid Nicolai hunted diligently after traces of him in the 
> PreuM, l. S9 
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Assessor business here ; and found some : — Order from Papa, 
to ‘ make Report upon the Glassworks ot the Neumark ’ : 
Autograph signatui’es to common Reports, one or two ; and 
some traditions of his having had a hand in planning certain 
Farm-Buildings still standing in those parts : — but as the 
Kammer Records of Ciistrin, and Cilstrin itself, were utterly 
burnt by the Russians in 1758, such traces had mostly 
vanished thirty years before Nicolai’s time.^ Enough have 
turned up since, in the form of Correspondence with the King 
and otherwise : and it is certain the Crown-Prince did plan 
Farm-Buildings ; — ^ both Carzig and Himmelstadt (Carzig 
now called FriedrlcTisJelde in consequence),’ dim mossy Stead- 
ings, which pious Antiquarianism can pilgrim to if it likes, 
were built or rebuilt by him : — and it is remarkable withal 
how thoroughly instructed Friedrich Wilhelm shows himself 
in such matters ; and how paternally delighted to receive such 
proposals of improvement introducible at the said Carzig and 
Himmelstadt, and to find young Graceless so diligent, and his 
ideas even good.^ Perhaps a momentary glance into those 
affairs may be permitted farther on. 

The Prince’s life, in this his eclipsed state, is one of con- 
straint, anxiety, continual liability ; but after the first months 
are well over, it begins to be more supportable than we should 
think. He is fixed to the little Town ; cannot be absent any 
night, without leave from the Commandant ; which, however, 
and the various similar restrictions, are more formal than real. 
An amiable Crown-Prince, no soul in Ciistrin but would run 
by night or by day to serve him. He drives and rides about, 
in that green peaty country, on Domain business, on visits, on 
permissible amusement, pretty much at his own modest dis- 
cretion. A green flat region, made of peat and sand ; human 
industry needing to be always busy on it : raised causeways 
with incessant bridges, black sedgy ditch on this hand and 
that ; many meres, muddy pools, stagnant or flowing waters 

^ Nicolai, Anekdoten, vi. 193. * See Map at p. 390. 

• Forster, ii. 390, 387, 391. 
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everywhere ; big muddy Oder, of yellowish-drab colour, coining 
from the south, big black Warta (Warthe) from the Polish 
fens in the east, the black and yellow refusing to mingle for 
some miles. Nothing of the picturesque in this coimtry; 
but a good deal of the useful, of the improvable by economic 
science ; and more of fine productions in it, too, of the floral, 
and still more interesting sorts, than you would suspect at 
first sight. Friedrich’s worst pinch was his dreadful strait- 
ness of income ; checking one’s noble tendencies on every 
hand : but the gentry of the district privately subscribed 
gifts for him (.96’ cotisirent, says Wilhelmina) ; and one way 
and other he contrived to make ends meet. Miinchow, his 
President in the Kammer, next to whom sits Friedrich, 
‘King’s place standing always ready but empty there,’ is 
heartily his friend ; the Mundmws are diligent in getting 
up balls, rural gaieties, for him ; so the Hilles, — nay Hille, 
severe Finance Tutor, has a Mamsell Hille whom it is pleasant 
to dance with ; * nor indeed is she the only fascinating speci- 
men, or flower of loveliness, in those peaty regions, as we 
.shall .see. On the whole, his Royal Highness, after the first 
paroxy.sm.s of Royal suspicion are over, and forgiveness begin- 
ning to seem pos.sible to the Royal mind, has a supportable time 
of it ; and possessc-s his soul in patience, in activity and hope. 

Unpermitted things, once for all, he must avoid to do; 
perhaps he will gradually discover that many of them were 
foolish things better not done. He walks warily ; to this all 
things continually admonish. We trace in him some real 
desire to be wise, to do and learn what is useful if he can 
here. Hut the grand problem, which is reality itself to him. 
Is alway.s. To regain favour with Papa. And this. Papa being 
what he is, gives a twist to all other problems the young man 
may have, for they must all shape themselves by this ; and 
introduces .sonudhing of artificial, — ^not properly of hypo- 
critical, for tliat too is fatal if found out, — but of calculated, 
reticent, of half-sincere, on the Son’s part : an inevitable 

* Preuu, 1. 59- 
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feature, plentifully visible in their Correspondence now and 
henceforth. Corresponding vdth Papa and his Grumkow, 
and watched, at every step, by such an Argus as the Tobacco- 
Parliament, real frankness of speech is not quite the recom- 
mendable thing ; apparent frankness may be the safer ! 
Besides mastery in the Domain Sciences, I perceive the 
Crown-Prince had to study here another art, useful to him 
in after-life : the art of wearing among his fellow-creatures a 
polite cloak-of-darkness. Gradually he becomes master of it 
as few are : a man politely impregnable to the intrusion of 
human curiosity ; able to look cheerily into the very eyes of 
men, and talk in a social way face to face, and yet continue 
intrinsically invisible to them. An art no less essential, to 
Royalty than that of the Domain Sciences itself ; and, — ^if at 
all consummately done, and with a scorn of mendacity for 
help, as in this case, — ^a difficult art. It is the chief feature 
in the Two or Three Thousand Letters we yet have of Fried- 
rich’s to all manner of correspondents : Letters written with 
the gracefulest flowing rapidity ; polite, affable, — refusing to 
give you the least glimpse into his real inner man, or tell you 
any particular you might impertinently wish to know. 

As the History of Friedrich, in this Ciistrin epoch, and indeed 
in all epochs and parts, is still little other than a whirlpool of 
simmering confusions, dust mainly, and sibylline paper-shreds, 
in the pages of poor Dryasdust, perhaps we cannot do better 
than snatch a shred or two (of the partly legible kind, or 
capable of being made legible) out of that hideous caldron ; 
pin them down at their proper dates ; and try if the reader 
can, by such means, catch a glimpse of the thing with his 
own eyes. Here is shred first ; a Piece in Grumkow’s hand. 

This treats of a very grand incident ; which forms an era 
or turning-point in the Ciistrin life. Majesty has actually, 
after hopes long held out of such a thing, looked in upon 
the Prodigal at Ciistrin, in testimony of possible pardon in 
the distance; — sees him again, for the first time since that 
scene at Wesel with the drawn sword, after year and day. 
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Giumkow, for behoof of Seckendorf and the Vienna people, 
has drawn a rongh ‘ Protocol ’ of it ; and here it is, snatched 
from the Dust-whirlwinds, and faithfully presented to the 
English reader. His Majesty is travelling towards Sonnen-. 
burg, on some grand Knight-of-Malta Ceremony there ; and 
halts at Ciistrin for a couple of hours as he passes ; 

GrumJemePs ^ ProtokoU' qf'the J5th 1731 ; or 

fiummanj qfwhat tooh place at Ciistrin that dap 

Majesty arrived at Ciistrin yesteniay' (geMern^ Monday 15 tli^ 
— hoxir Xiot mentioned), ^ and proceeded at once to tlie Government House, 
witlx an attendance of several hundred persons. Majox*-General Lepel,* 
Commandant of Ciistrin, ^ ( *olonel Derscliau and myself are immediately 
sent for to his Majesty’s apartment thox*e. Privy-Councillor Wolden,' 
Prince’s Ilofmarwlxall, a solid le^al man, ^is ordered by his Majesty to 
bring tlxe (Jr<>wn-Priix<;o over fx’om his house ; who accordingly in a few 
minutes, attended by Eohwedel and Natssmer/ the two Kammorjunkers, 
^entered the room where his Majesty and we were. 

*So soon as his Majesty, turning roxxnd, had sight of him, the Crown- 
Prince fell at his feet. Having bidden him rise, his Majesty said with a 
severe mien : 

^^*You will now bethink yourself what passed year and day ago; and 
how scandalously you saw fit to behave yourself, and what a godless 
enterprise you took ixi hand. As I have had you about me from the 
beginning, and must know yoxx well, I did all in the world that was in 
my power, l^y kindness and by harshness, to make an honourable man of 
you. As I rather suspected your evil purpose, 1 treated you in the 
harshest and sharpest way in the Saxon Camp/’ at lladewitss, in those 
gala days, *Mn hopes you would coxxsider yourself, and take another Hire 
of coiiduct ; would confess your faults to me, and beg forgiveness. But 
all In vain ; you grew ever more stifnecked. When a young man gets 
Into follies with womex^ oxxe may try to overlook it as the fault of his 
age : but to «lo with fixrethought hasenesHes (Idahettkn) and ugly actions ; 
that ii unpardonaide. Yotx Uxought to carry it through with your head- 
strong humour : but hark ye, my lad (hHre, mdn A>/), if thou wert sixty 
or seventy instead of eiglxteen, thou couldst not eroM my resolutions/* 
It would take a bigger man to do that, my lad ! ** And as, up to ■tiixis 
date (M# dato) I have managed to sustain myself agidnst any comer, there 
will be methods found of bringing th,ee to reason too ! — 

* How have not I, oxx all occasioxiH, meant honourably by you ! Last 
time I got wind of your debts, how did I, as a Fatlxer, admonish you to 
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tell me all ; I would pay all, you were only to tell me the trutli. "Where- 
upon you said, There were still Two-thousand Thalers beyond the sum 
named- I paid these also at once ; and fancied I had made peace with 
you. And then it was found, by and by, you owed many thousands 
more ; and as you now knew you could not pay, it was as good as if the 
money had been stolen; — ^not to reckon how the French vermin, 

Montholieu and partner, cheated you with their new loans-” pfui ! 

'^Nothing touched me so much” (continues his Majesty, ver^ng towards 
the pathetic), as that you had not any trust in me. All this that I was 
doing for aggrandisement of the House, the Army and Finances, could 
only be for you, if you made yourself worthy of it ! I here declare I have 
done all things to gain your friendship ; — and all has been in vain !” At 
which words the Crown-Prince, with a very sorrowful gesture, threw 
himself at his Majesty's feet,' — tears (presumably) in both their eyes by 
tbis time. 

it not your intention to go to England ? ” asked his Majesty 
farther on. The Prince answered — ‘^Then hear what the 

consequences would have been. Your Mother would have got into 
the greatest misery; I could not but have suspected she was the 
author of the business. Your Sister I would have cast, for life, 
into a place where she never would have seen the sun and moon again. 
Then on with my Army into Hanover, and burn and ravage ; yes, if it 
had cost me life, land and people. Y our thoughtless and godless conduct, 
see what it was leading to. I intended to employ you in all manner of 
business, civil, military ; but how, after such an action, could I show the 
face of you to my Officers (soldiers) and other servants ? — ^The one way of 
repairing all this is. That you seek, regardless of your very life in com- 
parison, to make the fault good again ! ” At which words the Crown- 
Prince mournfully threw himself at his Royal Majesty's feet ; begging to 
be put upon the hardest proofs : He would endure all thing's, so as to 
recover his Majesty's grace and esteem. 

^Whereupon the King asked him: ^^Was it thou that temptedst 
Katte ; or did Katte tempt thee ? " The Crown-Prince without hesitation 
answered, ‘^1 tempted him.” — I am glad to hear the truth from you, 
at any rate.” ' 

The Dialogue now branches out, into complex general form ; out of 
which, intent upon abrid^ng, we gather the following points. King 
loquitur : 

‘^^How do you like your Ciistrin life? Still as much aversion to 
Wusterhausen, and to wearing your shroud ' (Sterbekittel, name for the 
tight uniform you would now be so glad of, and think quite other than a 
shroud!) ^as you called it?' Prince's answer wanting. — ""Likely 
enough my company does not suit you : I have no French manners, and 
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cannot bring out bons mots in tbe petit-maitre way ; and truly regard all 
that as a thing to be flung to the dogs. I am a German Prince ; and 
mean to live and die in that character. But you can now say what you 
have got by your caprices and obstinate heart ; hating everything that I 
liked ; and if I distinguished any one, despising him ! If an Officer was 
put in arrest, you took to lamenting about him. Your real friends, who 
intended your good, you hated and calumniated ; those that flattered you, 
and encouraged your bad purpose, you caressed. You see what that has 
come to. In Berlin, in all Prussia for some time back, nobody asks after 
you. Whether you are in the world or not ; and were it not one or the 
other coming from Cvistrin who reports you as playing tennis and wearing 
French hairbags, nobody would know whether you were alive or dead.' 

Plard sayings ; to which the Prince's answers (if there were any beyond 
mournful gestures) are not given. We come now upon Predestination, 
or the Gnadenwahl ; and learn (with real interest, not of the laughing 
sort alone) how his * Majesty, in the most conclusive way, set forth the 
horrible results of that Absolute-Decree notion ; which makes out God to 
be the Author of Sin, and that Jesus Christ died only for some 1 Upon 
which the Crown-Prince vowed and declared (hoeh und theuer), he was 
now wholly of his Majesty's orthodox opinion.' 

The King, now thoroughly moved, expresses satisfaction at the 
orthodoxy ; and adds with enthusiasm, ^ When godless fellows about you 
speak against your duties to God, the King and your Country, fall 
instantly on your knees, and pi*ay with your whole soul to Jesus Christ 
to deliver you fx*om such wickedness, and lead you on better ways. And 
if it come in earnest from your heart, Jesus, who would have all men 
saved, will not leave you unheard.’ No I And so may God in his mercy 
aid you, poor son Fritz. And as for me, in hopes the time coming will 
show fruits, X forgive you what is past. — ^To which the Crown-Prince 
answered with monosyllables, with many tears; ^kissing his Majesty's 
feet ; '—and as the King's eyes were not dry, he withdrew into another 
room ; revolving many things in his altered soul. 

^It being his Majesty's bii*thday ' (4th August by otd style, 16th by new, 
forty-third birthday), ' the Prince, all bewept and in emotion, ‘ followed 
his Father; and, again falling prostrate, testified such heartfelt joy, 
gratitude and af ection over this blessed anniversary, as quite touched the 
heart of Papa ; who at last clasped him in his arms' (poor soul, after all I), 
^and hurried out to avoid blubbering quite aloud.’ He ^stept into his 
carriage,' intending for Sonnenburg (chiefly by water) this evening, where 
a Serene Cousin, one of the Schwedt Margraves, Head Knight of Malta, 
has his establishment 

^The Crown-Prince followed his Majesty out; and, in the presence of 
many hundred people, kissed his Majesty's feet' again (linen gaiters, not 
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General von Wreech, whom we shall soon see again, is one of 
them ; Seckendorf another. ^ Fresh Ritter-Schlag'* (< Knight- 
stroke,’ Batch of Knights dubbed) ‘at Sonnenburg, 29th 
September next,’ which shall not the least concern us. Note 
Margraf Karl, however, the new Herrmeister ; for he proves a 
soldier of some mark, and will turn-up again in the Silesian 
Wars as will a poor Brother of his still more impressively, 
‘ shot dead beside the King,’ on one occasion there. 

We add this of Dickens, for all the Diplomatists, and a 
discerning public generally, are much struck with the Event 
at Custrin; and take to writing of it as new; — ^and ‘Mr. 
Ginkel,’ Dutch Ambassador here, an ingenious, honest and 
observant man, well enough known to us, has been out to sup 
with the Prince, next day; and thus reports of him to 
Dickens; ‘Mr. Ginkel, who supped with the Prince on 
Thursday bxst,’ day after the Interview, ‘tells me that his 
Royal Highness is extremely improved since he had seen him ; 
being grown much taller; and that his conversation is sur- 
prising for his age, abounding in good sense and the prettiest 
turns of expression.’ ^ 

Here are other shreds, snatched from the Witch-Caldron, 
and pinned down, each at its place ; which give us one or 
two subsequent glimpses : 

PoMam, Augmt 17^)1 (Kmg to Wolden the Hofmarschall). * * * 
^ €rown-l*riace shall travel over, and personally inspect, the following 
Domainii : QuartHchon, Himmelstiidt, Carssig, Massin, Lebus, Gollow and 
Wollup/ dingy moor-farms dear to Antiquarians ; ‘travel over these and 
not any oilmr. Permission always to be asked, of his Royal Majesty, in 
writing, and mention made to which of them the Crown-Prince means to 
go. Borne one to he always in attendance, who can give him fit in- 
itruotlon about the husbandry ; and as the Crown-Prince has yet only 
learned the dmory, he must now be diligent to learn the same practi- 
Cfally. For which end it must be minutely explained to him, How the 
huibandry is managed,— how ploughed, manured, sown, in every par- 
ticular ; and what the differences of good and had husbandry are, so that 


I Despatch, l8th August I73*» 
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hi^ wtif li# ililt #f hlmnilf In kmm will jmlg# ilit mm%, iM 
liMi, wilt tlin afilm #f Ilriwitiii «wi4 

ttip iliii ua»lcr^ituiu!hi|;' lii Im jcknii lilm ; tiiil in itii iimiiiir cif 
?au»w Itlm litiw tliiiip fiiiifi, lilt ii«if iif| litfwlWi 

unti «}1 hiiw il# wllli It (ipi# UkmiM Mmi \rrf:L*.r^n) ; ilii> ifit limit, 
ht)%\ it niii'iit Iw p#|mrt4l| wnl #lt«t Uk#^ wltiiii iliwiimi tci 

wilti liiiii nti jnuriirvj^ ; |M»liitliif iiiit liiiw tint iJil^ ii 

Rinl tliili Will It. vtmlti liut littlar Eiiif of » lliottimiiil 1 

* llw lIlNirty to iliool ilapi, mmtremk§ {iiikmr} will llit lilt ; «iil a 
ui»c4i4iiifit* (kiMm. iml a m Mg mtm} *<mii for 

hi;i wtmii#tn#iil iit>w mut lliwi ;* fiirili'iiriiMir# Illllo dii«k-itio«tliig from 
boat/ pii iliii migy wat#m ilmrot'-af tlii |m#r imil itimili mm akiiit It 

or ois# nf ilm Eamfimrjtinktrai l<i ui-i-«o<»ji;oiy mti Im 

t * Mo nr PrmmMmmmk^' no aliaiow of womwi- 

latol aii 0 |f« on lilm, *fm ilirt# I* 

"flioio tliinp are in the Fniisiiyri Areiiif« ; of date the 
week after llmt hitertiew. Iii two weeks Iwrthert follows the 
Prtiioi'i ifiiicuklioin about CJanig md the Biiiliiiof of a P«*ai* 
stead there; with Pajm’s *real that yoii coiiiii 

ujHiii siioh proposals, iiml seek to make iinpn)\fiiM*tits. 

WuMtrhmmUp I Ilk Bifimtimr {Ulng to Oowa4Vinro}' * * 
ym miiit tswiiliii wimtfmr tlior# ii mi!iilow*grootiil eiimigit, rwI Iiow 
umty Rrmi^ rtti wtimliy Imallotiwi to tlmt Farm/ (ilimr Ills 

a I*ioul :airvc-v<»r with ymi ; ami hurt all well ooi»il4rr««l ; ««l 
i^xartly Inform powlf what kiiiii of loml II k, wiittlior It «ti iitily grow 
ryo* or wimilmr nomo of It is lii.rloy4«itl ; yim miiil wimltltr It yrjut'^p'lf, 
iuul ilo It ill oot of your own hes4, ilioiigh yito nmy cotwitll with 
ulmot li I« gro'/ing gnMua! (ItoktiSf) I lliliik It will not fall ; if ©ii!f 
Urn »i«iow4»ml 

ill tm% it falli in iinthiiig ; and k p*t alt diiiw (* wcMKi laid 
out to »iiNon N'lraii^htwiiy,'* atld * wl«t diggitif ftllfl itlllltiilig 
them is, pnmemtetl with th-TOiigli tilt wliitifrl: iloiie in m 
Nucewfhl iitid ifistnietivi iiianner, iKith {.kr/ig and lliuiiiieh 
nliidt, tlioiigh we will say imUtiiig fmllier iif 

CJtolrla, 2M Bpimhmf* (Crowii«tViime to Fip), ♦ • it 

i^^oi I iixrdltiit Itml ml there t iot for lli« 

* Fenifi, i. llMffc 
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• Majur, 'iMUwed thin way ; and dined with me, 

(wi W‘«Htitt.«lRy. He has fsUow (taMmn h'erl) for my Most 

A!) Utariiws regiment' (the I*ot»dam Giants, where 1 used to 

»»e) ; * wln.m ! enntit n«t took w{)tm without Weeding heart 1 depend on 
my Mi»«t Ail Grarimw Father's draco, that he will he good to me : I ask 
r»r tmihmg and MO happiiioss in the world Imt what comes from You ; 
ami hittw Vmi will, sntne day, reiuemhor mo in grace, and give me the 
nine t oat to put on again !** "'ro wfiirfi I'apa answers nothing, or only 
' llm, m, lime wop come 

C'*r/ig »»it sliniohtwHY ; Eajrn charmed to grant the 
inuiMJVa 1 * wtioti laid out to wawon,’ and much ‘ stubbing and 
' »«t OH fool, la'fum Ute month ends. Cmig; and 
diiwtly OH tite hw?l of it, on like terms, Ilimniolsliidt, — but 
of all lids we tiinat miy no more. It is clear the Prince is 
iwridng the Ihnitnin Hcictim; eager to prove himself a 
jwifcil mat lit the ev<-s of Papa. Papa, in hopeful moments, 
«.As idiMMilf: *'1*0 wianu slmll we marry him, then; how 
acttlc ld«u 't ' Rut what the i^ritwe, in his owji heart, thought 
of it all ; how he Uwketl, talketl, Uvml, in unofficial times ? 
ilrn‘ ha* « crablwti dim Document tumetl up, which, if it 
wpie iMit tuwly tiiidtfcijilu'rahle to the reiwler and me, would 
throw ligitl on the jtoint : 

Si hntfrJmi 'f.i Thrtf fj-Ktrs to (immkow, on Vinitit to the 
i’rtm’O' Prince f durinfc the Cudrin Time 

'tlip rtwler know* I,i.-utijianl (Icneral Schulenherg; stiff 
little military gentleman of grave years, nephew of the may- 
jaile f.mcritn who i* ralhtl Dnehess of Kendal in England. 
• ! lari a horse »h«t umler him at Malplmpict ' ; hattlings and 
. spiuiriii v't eiiimgh, Iwfore and simt*. Has real sense, abun- 
dant n»l jswiantjy ; a Pnmsian soldier every inch. He pre- 
»idwl in the Ctofafnick Court-marlia! ; he is deeply concerned 
In !lw*e t'rown-Prinrt! diffIculUea. His Majesty even honours 
hint by *>'* ’hoidd tiuletly keep a monitorial eye 

the Priiuv ; Iwing bss nelghhour in those parts; 

t mii Faitr ((Euftti, anvil 3<1, P* a?)- 
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Colonel-Commandant of a regiment of Horse at Landsberg 
not many miles off. He has just been at Vienna ^ on some 
‘ business ’ (quasi-diplomatic probably, which can remain un- 
known to us) ; and has reported upon it, or otherwise finished 
it off, at Berlin ; — whence rapidly home to Landsberg again. 
On the way homewards, and after getting home, he writes 
these three Letters ; offhand and in all privacy, and of course 
with a business sincerity, to Grumkow ; — ^little thinking they 
would one day get printed, and wander into these latitudes to 
be scanned and scrutinised! Undoubtedly an intricate crabbed 
Document to us; but then an indubitable one. Crown- 
Prince, Schulenburg himself, and the actual figure of Time 
and Place, are here mirrored for us, with a business sincerity, 
in the mind of Schulenburg, — as from an accidental patch of 
water ; ruffled bogwater, in sad twilight, and with sedges and 
twigs intervening; but under these conditions we do look 
with our own eyes ! 

Could not one, by any conceivable method, interpret into 
legibility this abstruse dull Document ; and so pick out here 
and there a glimpse, actual face-to-face view, of Crown-Prince 
Friedrich in his light-gray frock with the narrow silver tresses, 
in his eclipsed condition there in the Ciistrin region ? All is 
very mysterious about him; his inward opinion about all 
manner of matters, from the Gnadenwahl to the late Double- 
Marriage Question. Even his outward manner of life, in its 
flesh-and-blood physiognomy, — ^we search in vain through 
tons of dusty lucubration totally without interest, to catch 
here and there the comer of a feature of it. Let us try 
Schulenburg. We shall know at any rate that to Grumkow, 
in the Autumn 1731, these words were luculent and signifi- 
cant ; consciously they tell us something of young Friedrich ; 
unconsciously a good deal of Lieutenant-General Schulenburg, 
who with his strict theologies, his military stiffnesses, his 
reticent, pipeclayed, rigorous and yet human ways, is worth 
looking at, as an antique species extinct in our time. He is 
^ September 1731 {Militair-Lexikon, iii. 433), 
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ju«l hutw fmm Vk‘»«a, gi-tUiig towawia his own domicile 
IHXH IkTlij), from f’i’mtriu, mni htw acen the Prince. He 
Writr,* in ft wodchrti way»i<ie tovem, or post-house, between 
* t«trin «mi I.ondstHTK, -<Iat(>,s his letter ‘ Wien (Vienna),’ 
a* if Im mm still in the imjterial City, so offhand is he. 


N.. I, T« A<» UMfifikm (»<ld » shovelful of other titles) Ueutemnt- 
Hmtmt U»rr Ihnn mn UrumkoWf PreddetU ^ the Kriege»-emd- 
!h»n3nni fWwfortom, ^the (In f«ct, Vice-President of the Tobaoco- 
Piirlliij«enl), in ttmrHa 


* Wi«B* (|.roi>i'ri.r l!i"flin-I«id«beqt Highway, 

ui\m t)f *4tli October 1731. 

* I fff r#! ffiiirli Itt liivf iitiiiw 4 littt of mmlng yottr Exoellency 

I Iffi llurllit. I i 0 t of b^twwii iovaii ajid eight in the 
mii gut In («eventy mile® or go) ^before 

iiiifiisii j*i laghi. Ilui thi' Imd that day^, to the Bailliage of 

IliwitiiftltiMl ' ilifi WartfK ronutry, ewtward noiue ftywiiul-thirty 
| 3 rrj>»fa!toy digging »wl aluhhiirg there) ; and he ^ slept at 
' ifirnoimii roail hark)^ * where he ahot a few atiiga thii morning. 
4« i mm 1*44 he wigh! prohahly dine at Kammln" (ttill nearer COstrin^ 
i» 0 |»p ifniip* hum il ; half that diatanre eaat of Zorndorf,"-insrk that^ 
II ’ with ^tadaw f'olonel Hehhiiingi I drove thither. ^ He had 

j»r!r»f#4 thpfft m tniooeiii Wfore iim/ And who l« Madam Hchdning, lady 

of hete.^ reader, 

' I fmm4 Um inorh frown ; an air of hwlth and gilaty about him. 
}|« rat'^feteiid ff rally fmf aftiwiirdg «|tie«ti 0 ned me 

wiy wif »f life in Vienna j and a^keil* If I had diverted myself 
w#|l ^ I t«l4 hint W'hai lm*iinei« hail hitim the omilon of my 
Im^rnte «i»4 ilmt ilrii raihef than amuiomenta had ocewpltd me; for the 
iliwl lkpf» had iweii ff#al aHnenee of rom|miiyi and no laek of 
iit #|»okf* a lonii lima to M'adain de Wreevh 

* Wrwliriii' mlklior: ytHiiig Wife of Lkiitemnt" 

liriwwl ^‘lOi Wfr«*}i* A Mai'lhorongh Chiinj.Hn;,>[uvr, made a 
iitl|f}il Ilf llilta llie ntiirr itaf rlumnittg young Wife, 

^iiil tkniilitrr of Mftdttw tyiinrl Si-houittg onr tioiteia heie ; 
Ihm ml imml ill Idgli atyk,iii ihm |mrt«; mmh tiie yomig 


ai |fc 


* Iv. 2 %. 
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vrho did not appear indifferent to him/ No ! — and in fact she was in 
all her beauty ; a complexion of lily and rose.' 

Charming creature ; concerning whom there are anecdotes 
still afloat, and at least verses of this Prince’s writing ; not 
too well seen by Wreech, lately made a Knight of Malta, who, 
though only turning forty, is perhaps twice her age. The 
heautifulest, cleverest, — ^fancy it ; and whether the peaty 
Neumark produces nothing in the floral kind I 

^ We went to dinner ; he asked me to sit beside him. The conversa- 
tion fell, among other topics, on the Elector Palatine's Mistress^' — 
crotchety old gentleman, never out of quarrels, with Heidelberg Pro- 
testants, heirs of Jiilich and Berg, and in general with an unreasonable 
world, whom we saw at Mannheim last year ; has a Mistress, — ' Elector 
Palatine’s Mistress, called Taxis. Crown-Prince said: should like 

to know what that good old gentleman does with a Mistress?" I 
ans'wered, that the fashion had come so much in vogue, Princes did not 
think they were Princes unless they had mistresses ; and that I was 
amazed at the facility of women, how they could shut their eyes on the 
sad reverse of fortune nearly inevitable for them ; — and instanced the 
example of Madam Gravenitz* — 

‘ Gravenitz ’ , example lately fallen-out at Wiirtemberg, as we 
predicted. Prayers of the Country, ^Deliver us from evil,’ 
are now answered there : Gravenitz quite over with it ! Alas, 
yes ; lately fallen from her high estate in Wiirtemherg, and 
become the topic of dinner-tables ; seized by soldiers in the 
night-time; vain her high refusals, assurances of being too 
unwell to dress, ^ Shall go in your shift, then,’ — ^is in prison, 
totally eclipsed.^ Calming her fury, she will get out ; and 
wearisomely wander about in fashionable capitals, toicjours un 
lavement a ses trousses ! — 

^ There were other subjects touched upon; and I always endeavoured 
to deduce something of moral instruction from them,' being a military 
gentleman of the old school. 

'Among other things, he said. He liked the great world, and was 
charmed to observe the ridiculous weak side of some people. That is 
excellent," said I, if one profit by it oneself : but if it is only for 


^ Michaclis, iii 440 ; Pollnitz, i. 297. 
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rnmumMM, itH'h « n«.tiv« k wfirth little ; we should rather look out 
tm am iiwi, ridieutouH w,.ah side." On rimnjf, Hofmarschall Wolden 
■will U> im: without mtifU siin-erity, * » You have done well to preach a 
linle morality tu him." I'lio IViiice went to a window, and beckoned 

III# lliilliipr, 


* ** ¥i*ii hm» lr»riiinl uMnp: whni k to Immm of me?*' said he. 

I : ** It h ymir Hoyal lllglmeHS will return to Berlin, 

• Ism tlm ( Williolmutii'n) plaee; but as to wliat will 

rmm I hm'0 tmml iiotbiufC, But m your Iligbness luvs friends, 

f*^|| n«it Ibil til do tliiur otulortv^mr ; and M* de Grumkow has told 
«i» lip ♦♦mid iff III iwwmdo Ibo King to give you a regiment, in order 
ibfei I'Mtir ltlgliiwii:ii itiigbl Iwvi mwiotliing to dm" It seemed as if that 
wtiiilil iff# liitii |i}pwitre» I then took the liberty of saying : ^^Mon- 
Ih# wiwt. Hi firononfei deimudi on yourself."— How so?" 
lim I ** It k only by showing good conduct, and proofs 

rml iiiid wiirtli, llmt the King's entire favour can be gained. 

Ilfmi Ilf #11, tti tour y oil" ''-n jind, in fact, 1 launched now into a 
|ir«i'‘'hminii, or ilt*ouiraiva dialogue, of great length ; much need- 
nig !i» liai'o ilif» tklrla «f ll lurked up, In a way of faithful abridgment, 
tor of poor Knglinh readera. As folhiws : 

* : If yinir lligliittiw behave well| the King will accord 

wlml ypii wmn ; liui || h atootlotoly nvnv'JNury lo begin by that— J’V'fncs : 
t lio fiPlIiifig Ihil em* dl.i|4ei,iii Iht i It would be a 

liHle *imn yei ! Ilul I apeak of the future. Your Highness, the grand 
Ihliig I wwfiifiwfiil in to fmr God ! Everybody says* you have the 

of an Iniiieat mun ; essetdient, that, for a hegimiing; but 
'laHliotil III# tmf ml liod, yoiir lligltneaiii the imsiions Ktiile the finest 
lead a life elear of reproach; and more particularly 
pfi I Ilf rlia|iier ml wwitien ! Need not Imagine you can do the least thing 
ilif King# kfiowttig Hr if your llighrmai take the had road, he 
will whh III eiirw't ll ; the end will bt, ht will bring you back to live 
b#»4ito blw; wliieh will not I# very m^rtu-uldm PHnm: Hmph, No!— 
: ill lb« rulti to health I do notii|mk; I— PHncc: Fooh, 
# 11 # li fmmg, oil# i» iiol mantorof that ; In fimt, on this delicate 
fhaptor, wlilrli rtiti# to toifit bngthi Frince aniwers m wildish young 
Mm'm *'lii ; mf $mm aelf, with gkncei oven at hi« Majesty, 

m of mm Which allegiiiioni or inferences I 

with * llwti I mnfm^ fhongh I employed all my 

lii wind did tml m*m to alter; and it will be a miracle if he 
f »ii lliii ' Alii, Clfiiiml I CVn'l be htlped, I fear I 

* Ito mill l« 9m not Bfrdi of iiiythliif io much m of living con- 

tiMilIf hrnim til# Arm younelf wito patience, 

if lliil hftppito M hm flv«a jm lense enough; 

*iito If* ^ ® 
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|wfsin;*^rp til iw It f'niibl'iillv nri ill *jll ii'iblii ll*i* i'a‘4 

liriirpi Ilf tlm Eiiiif, Im|iiiwit4p « Ifp)tm4 tuf iipi#**'*!,. 

iilll li'ii ; itnl timilii 1 Iilsjrrtiiisi®, : 1'oiir ili||l»l'|r^4 

li llkp pfin ^41 »P‘I Ipiifu II Ir'iHilp ^;«ii *ti* fiMi »lrp#4) 

it. : ^V«sH w41 t‘Prl4«$lv flf*%pr kliMWr II llplilf# 

III lltp H nkis h*f il«v/ in <’* t*# 

iiiiiriil ! 

Hi» I luiw iijHin tl'ir liiiiril'itf fur 

liiiii ; tin iiiiji0ri?ij[i! fur lb*’' I'niitig jiuiti. l!r 

Imijinfiiily i.if tft** twirruti^r witli fbr I*riiirr« nf ^Irrk^^ 

Irnlniril* Nim* uf tiir In!** i'/ar IVfrr tlir limit » 
iif thill uu!iiij*i»y llnki^ ^ht» 1% ill ijiiarrrt nitli lin llillrrs^ 
mill II trmihit" In nil hi^i , iitiii t» ii% ftitwiig tlir 

Hmitn*!! rmilltni th#il ytniiiii ^rmir' ,!ltiil|irr, 

mill n iiirrliiin; linil ^itii hrr riirif IVirr," iil 

iif*hiirgi m ihimi yrmn' ngii, in » jiisliiir ilrmwi'irigt'iwiiii 
iilriiv«i iifiir nut liglilly to tn? jiriiitr*t in liiiiintii 

tVj'H^n* imr rrjmiitnf ulirm iml i>-* “* i# iinw 

driii! ; Inilttrr til ill iiji In tlir ryits in jiinliil** mnt tr*Hili|r ; 
lint tin fur Ihn ynuiiii^ l^nitv iirm4f» 4»r %srrr tn Itir niin'' 
( Vnrinn Anu** ; hi ♦ 4 ' w- 1, {rirrw iif nil llitf 

Jtu'-'hi'i : »>!' -i li'.;!*. ’ 

• Itnt, 'a;'.! nr ‘i .1,- n,4 .•,■,-..1 nj * fjp||gitt*|, 

t‘ur '■ /V-j?nv H unr,i',r: ^-At'knim§^mrp : ilii«| 

np tin* tiUor*': -..‘M’l ?f. p; I • i > j-n' . \ ?: i,;;||| If | il«| ! 

» niri*-"s l 

llO It' Kv 1 ;t.t‘r ?*!$' »f |||» 

l>t|tighu^r ;* lutLl tvj n- ^y-*' */' .r bful, - ^ 

Arp y*»it Trcn-r- \Vh\ n«-? i Uri l-v nr l»*» it lirt 

\Pry S'hiSit'nhzurii : Sm I l4.r. ;;J.;r|rf tliii i*'rii||'tii#li»‘ 

S.unrtinn, 'ViMir rr4i||l«ti 

<Mj, U'5 tu tliut, 'f'inMi risiftlP* t« ^nlUiUg 

ni tlu’ Ktipjivh, fnirt thi'b’ M ;f i ;5' :'i ff|j||j#f1t |sf «t#lii^f , 

hn •■.juiKr Ur'htlv* ii-; lit u!i in.-.* ic.. ''(■'■ ’»» I'l'ltif hirpifpliry 

likr, 

' Hut, riuiit I, fifiu'r* \>’‘4 m inu* Is . ! r , t 

tu lu* iu:ifrir4 /Vj?,i‘r • Na; L..t **’ r Iw. . -wjili 

it, I will nuirry t»» otu^y lum. Alan- I « . ' -r-xif rwy miie inls# lli# 

rumpf (jK^tfJrnii ti fjni f'f'fniy . a t,-,,. *r*|| fanry.'- 
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; H.trt jl4«i t.> lliiiik of! in the firnt place, your Highness, is it 
Mi»l wr4n«i In <1)0 oft km!, Adulterers shall not inherit the Kingdom 
of !le*i-ei(?' Ami in the second iilnee; and in the tliird and fourth 
|.!»ee ! lo alJ winch he aiiswered aa wild young fellows do, especially if 
yoH forre tnsrriege on them. • 1 can jwjrceive, if he marries, it will only 
).«• halo jiinre liberty liiatt tuiw. It is certain, if he had his elbows 
fftse, he wirttld »trik« out (»'m rfoawcrtn'f d gamha). He said to me 
serersl tioie# : *' t ant youitg; 1 want to profit by my youth,’” A 
iji(e*t!oiiahle young feliow, Herr tJwieral; especially if you force mar- 
on Into. 

' Ihin coin-inmiiiin done,' continues tho (Jonortil, 'he set to talking 
with the htadaiii Wrwwh,* ami her comjilexion of lily and rose; ‘hut he 
»lid not stay long ; drove off atioiit five" (dinner at the stroke of twelve 
In thme rouiilrltts), * iiivillng in« ti» see him again at Hiistriu, which I 

Ainl Uit? iVittrt! la off in lh« Atitutnn sunset, driving 
dnwtt Uie jw«!y htdtnw tif Utc WartA, titrough unpicturesque 
rmuilry, which jnmitu't-i \Vm*t’ht*H nml incotnparnble flowers 
i»esrr!ii< lr*ii. Vf« ; inn! if lit? hwk It six tnik's to the right, 
Ihtw is tiw miHiko of th® ttvenitig kettles from 5!omdorf, 
tiaiftg itiio the aky ; ««tl timws the Eiver, a twenty mila to 
H»o Irfl, is Ktint-mlorf: |KK>r alwpy windy hamlets; whore 
jj*»ttlr» i»f the Ih'vil arc to Ik* ptui’ki'il one day !— 

• 11,* lirwHtiful Wrwo h drove tiff to 'ramocl,* her fine house ; I to this 
wrwtrhoil lavorn ; wliore, « couple of hours after that conversation, I 
Wgan writing it all down, and have nothing else to do for the night 
Vwir nnwt moral, stiffnecked, pipeclayed and extremely 

tAmU0M. ' Von 8«miwN»oM.'» 

'llii* yiiMitg tiiKii may Ik? orthtalox on Prodnstination, and 
nnlwnidli gmwiitg all tlwt a !*«{» ronld wish; hut here are 
atfaitg*' hetefialutn'i*, liofi* is pU'iity of mulsnouH capneious fire 
in til® ititfrior of him, Horr tSeneml 1 In fact, a yovmg man 
Mi.fi.ri notilv rituftted; itlrrmiy Iwcomo solitary in Creation; 
Han not. hiw'K'lf. a friend itt the world available just 

iww. '{‘tmpC fmm; Papa Btorros one way, tempestuous 
N«tur» asmlliisr; and lietween the outside and the 
iiiaW® th«»ir« aw iiu-uiri-.i-uu-ici enough. 

» F«M*r, itl fiS'?** 



('ROWS'. flUNCK EKTItlF.VFJ* {houK viii. 

i If III t;i#i tf:ii 

roaoi'iiiiMt lilt fair witti lirr 

Ilf lilf will tliiw riimmi Iw iiikI hy iiitirli v.!.; ;h,% ttsiil 

rtinioviiiH;,: iiiiiiprbwiilii ; whirti lt#« siiri'ivwi its lltif \ 

Afimliite-Itiwkiit tmi in Iihi ili^tiiirl a fmfu ihm% fniiii fir^l 
Iitiiiiis, mm lliwt 'm%mk, wliirti m mmy Ifikr Iti In? ttif 
cif tk* wimk. itfiimliiiw in a wriliii 

i|»| ititniintr* tn liin HtA"krtiiliirf» fmiii fkrltii* i*ig!il i»r 
ten iinmtlw liriins Int^ thi^ iwiiil r^|irwii»ii : CKiiilt 

U’iih?‘l?ii) * tiilil int? in rf»iifii.teiir« llml liie 

WilV» b in I'l It* tFiinrr ItrH,:il'U mul llml 

Wriwlt ill? wnnltl iwt n#tt il fcir tik Awl lii* 

in wwt in rnilirr jtlrnml** «itl« tint itnnlly i|iy.^ 

|*;i?A?wlirro I linvn rrml llml lilt? jn'Mir ntyirti, nctimH) 

riiiiit! m Cnml# «ir teiimki I fnrgi’lli 414 tint lk'« 

lung ;'---nt»r tiwl Friittlrieti, liy niiy ci{i|Mirliiiiily* wtfitliitr 4tii«! 
Ill llili wiiriti ItetiiMte Tmii'i^l ti«i to il.#ilf m it tiwt 
eniilil ; will tof fair %1/w»rli kwaiiit iiiiirh ii rtmiigvr tn 
Frtt’ftrifli, '4irprl'.!n:4y mi tn Fri«lri*'4i llm ha jvrtiajw 

Wit nmy mm— « 

l%4t?iiliiiiill«iit itnmk-nu'iih'h ilt^rr Cfrnt^n*l : wlwt i*» 
ctnxy nil Fmltmtiimtimn wiitt tlirm^ ’ Wi? 

gn now to llin Beronil I'Mtrr mnl tin? *riiir4»*^'^«4rtiiii I-'i: 
alioiit fi later I 

Nih « Til Mjtfiikmj t»|itA 0 ltel im Ik’rim 

*|4»n»U)wfg. IS^h tWa'Io** IW.I. 

«Th» d[«y Mm» {|J»»1 i*. 17*»« •»r«..Wr) 'I 

ill 0rtl#r* ‘r*f untf llflf Mnrm il tl»i ftwi, wi4* I'lfitet 
irlikli ihiiwi ti* llwt tlntrt lii* mni ♦»«# r#i?rt$iiliif »ii ili« 

Follili Friifiltor teiwtoiiom llml lli# Maek 

ftrtiilii riir|»rii,lii of 1111.111, tol mm utoal Iii 4 »# m $4 

ifilr wIiIfIi iliilt tnoli * CWfiirmti will fm g»»t Imrk : t*iii m ihmm 
|*iikrk gtiitlifiiwi will ’amp if flit wiir*# iliii liait# $m gf«l 

* lo mk Angmm i|;|i IB $111 

* ¥m Wimtkmw W i Ciw #,♦*#! 

III* 4 Pi ill* in*l If* »ii, f%. Vifiin «« III* 
fIR^4aI,, toll lllfi#. 







lylhilli If III 

murnmk im I 4 flrif| I lliiiy will grow tmm iiwolaiit ; tlm *ware wlio 

%nm i«» wriiil tlirrn l«ir ili# future I 


* « 111 ili« mtm thy I from CMrlo, That the Frince-Koyal 

lii^l rm 4 t'^w| III! mi i$ 3 iMinikiii to aii^ thtnce to tlxe BailUage of 

|lifiiifi#Uij'iiir will iUihWiig mw oij foot at Ilimmelstlldt too), 

» wlijrli N toil a riiii|ik of inilfii' from ihh; that there would be a little 
liiini Wiwwii the lull liailllagp j atid that if I eho^e to come, I might, 
mill III# Triiire etoihl diiio with me/— Which t did ; and 00, here again, 
ffiiitmh): I Util (kUfhm iiJlt, in thoao mnote Warta 4 ,)dcr Countries, is 
# flnit|»«e Ilf Ilia liny at llighnwia at Ilmt 4 mnd» Bchuknburg continues; 
iifil et'eii tahiitg a new j»riruf: rajdi, which indeed ho never does : 

* th»f Iml a rouplc of Sj»km0r (yomtg roes), and some stags. 

Its tii# i»hl wmrk of i *CBoiir-|jark, between ilansig and Himmel- 

iliill ; fksf rttlfhrirn Im calls It, daintily throwingdn a touch 

iliftfiaii lipfp) : *tlic Briiice shot one or two of them, and his com- 
l»4irliifi;i Urn Ukif ; Iml It ihm not m if tliis amusemexxt were much to 
14# It# *mt% mi lu iiimmdsHidt ; and at nomx he arrived here,’ 


III ftif ipmif lliiiiilril# al lAiidaherg., 

* At t»m 11‘rlwrk we wiml to ialde* and ml iWl four. He spoke mxly of 
liiiliifcrwtit ihiiiif*» ; naylng to me: Do you know, the Eing 

mi, mi Cfown« (f»o,*HM>h)towirdi dlHongHging those Bail- 
liiffw III ihf Maigwl of BfiivcMtl/s/' '-*^111 Margraf, Ihulliages pawned 
l« fni ti *' riwidy raali 1 ffiiilcfii rttntmlNftr what Interminable Law-pleading 
ihpr# wiw., illl Fritidrlcli Wlltiilm put it into alh|uid stote, Fay me back 

iii» iniiiwr** " * ' Margraf, in caae k« 

Ffiticp rWin'ii'>h>n;jifs now Uiidcgrouin) have a ion by my Bister. 1 
t W imtti <.f it. *• mW he, "that k a gmt 

4«.l er ««».«¥ ! A..4 w..«e hundred. thw«««!» more have gone the like 
in who mmt will tm abk to wpay. For all is much m 

at ««««*■»•** n^^^ou-huummo m h^on), 

hp r *f« f..r ; ami Jtla JiUmk him at no allowance, leaid . 

■|1«! ir IhiM. rrinraa womUI n^nlate their e*i«s«dltttr«, they might, Iktle 
H |*»le, their 4eht* : that I had been to d Vienna the BaireuA 

tWIINte- •M** wotHtimed «« term*, thoae who mw « 

eight «r t«i jmr.eent of their money ; f * 

V. make It. eiTorl ; and *o on. • I aaw very well that these Loans 

Ki»« tmkm are «»d to hi* mls»d. to me 

• iwrerllv «« rWw he went away t exctiHiog himscdf to roe, 

r/rj;. 1 '.S”. « w, M,)»e. H. ™. « »d 

P<'r wy n*" wit yww M<n tP — 

» » /%*,*,»»«<» ' Uewam * *"■ 
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tilt! ww rattier li» ili# ferm. Hifre »«*» %illi liliii Priwiiiiiit 

Bfliliwliiiw,* civil geriilemitii whmn kiiirw', Kriguivtu' C Eig«r, 

eikI lilt ilirtti Cltiitltwrii ctf liis ViHiftt* WiiWtiii Ui*hu,‘di»l, Nnt/tner wliit 
Wif# in a rtrtititi pniiilti, tlie l«»i|«4 fciltw. 



^ Ha li no fraiit aiitar 5 IhiI I 'ha likiw th« iiimll dlulwi (peiii^ 

pkf») nml tlw lilgli ttetiMi : ha tltm not card fot fi»h ; thowjch I had vary 
fiita ha navar tonalitti ihant. Ha diw rial take hrawii s{>up(AVH/;)r 

ria kmUimi). It did ?iol iftm to me ha rtrad for wiita : tia tiwtai at all 
tilt wliiaa; hat carnrootdy ataoda hy liarKiiody with wiitar. 

^ I liitradiiwid to hito all tha Hfll(W« of my Eagiitiaiit wiio are liara ; lie 
rffolvad tliain in the alylo of a klofc*{aa nd» of <|iiiat prkia In him, 
lirrr Claiiaral). * It i» eartahi ho foali what h«' Imo-u to ; mil If over ho 
gat to it, will ^'iund m the top of It An to me, I mean to keep myself 
rttirod I i»d slitll $m of him m Ilttla m I ran* I parcilva well he do-et 
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not like advice^' especially when administered in the way of preachment, 
by stiff old military gentlemen of the all- wise stamp ; — ^ and does not 
take pleasure except with people inferior to him in mind. His first aim 
is to find-ont the ridiculous side of every one, and he loves to banter and 
quias. It is a fault in a Prince : he ought to know people^s faults, and 
not to make them known to anybody whatever/ — ^which, we perceive, is 
not quite the method with private gentlemen of the all-wise type 1 — 

^ I speak to yotir Excellency as a friend ; and assure you he is a Prince 
who has talent, hut wdio will be the slave of his passions {sefera dominer 
par pmnons / — not a felicitous prophecy, Herr General ) ; ^ and will 
like nobody btit such as encourage him therein. For me, I think all 
Princes are cast in the same mould ; there is only a more and a less. 

^At parting, he embraced me twice; and said, ''I am sorry I cannot 
stay longer ; but another time I will profit bettor.” Wolden ' (one of 
the Fliree) ^ told me he could not describe how well-intentioned for your 
Excellency the Prince- Royal is' (cunning dog!), ^who says often to 
Wolden ' (doubtless guessing it will be re-said), If I cannot show Mm 
my gratitude, I will his posterity ” : '—profoundly obliged to the 
Grumkow kindred first and last! — ^I remain your Excellency's' most 
pipeclayed * Von SonuLUNBuno.' ^ 

And 80, after survey of the spademen at Carzig and Himmel- 
stiCdt (where Colonel Wreech, by the way, is Amts-IIauptmami^ 
Official Head-man), after shooting a Spiesser or two, and 
dining and talking in this sort, his Eoyal Highness goes to 
sleep at Massin ; and ends one day of his then life. We 
proceed to Letter No. 3. 

A day or two after No. 2, it would appear, his Majesty, 
who is commonly at Wusterhausen hunting in this season, has 
been rapidly out to Crossen, in these Landsbei'g regions (to 
south, within a day’’s drive of Landsherg), ra|)idly looking after 
something ; Grumkow and another Official attending him : — - 
other Official, * Truchsess,** is Tnichscss von Waldburg, a worthy 
soldier and gentleman of those parts, whom we shall again 
hear of. In No. 3 there is mention likewise of the ^ Kurflirst 
of Kdln,— Elector of Cologne ; languid lanky gentleman of 
Bavarian breed, whom we saw last year at Bonn, richest 

^ Fdrstcr, lii. 71-73- 
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Pluralist of the Church; whom doubtless our poor readers 
have forgotten again. Mention of him ; and also considerable 
sulky humour, of the Majesty’s-Opposition kind, on Schulen- 
burg’s part ; for which reason, and generally as a poor direct 
reflex of time and place, — reflex by ruflled bog-water, 
through sedges, and in twilight ; dim but indubitable, — we 
give the Letter, though the Prince is little spoken of in it : 


No. 3. To the Excellency Grumkow (as above), in Berlin 

‘ Landsberg, 22d October (Monday) 1731. 

^Monsieub, — I trust your Excellency made your journey to Crossen 
with all the satisfaction imaginable. Had I been warned sooner, I 
would have come ; not only to see the King, but for your Excellency's 
sake and Truchsess's: but I received your Excellency's Letter only 
yesterday morning ; so I could not have arrived before yesternight, and 
that late ; for it is fifty miles off, and one has to send relays beforehand ; 
there being no posthorses on that road. 

^ We are, — ^not to make comparisons, — like Harlequin ! No sooner 
out of one scrape, than we get into another ; and all for the sake of 
those Big Blockheads {V amour de ces grands colosses). What the Kur- 
furst of Koln has done, in his character of Bishop of Osnabruck,' — a 
deed not known to this Editor, but clearly in the way of snubbing our 
recruiting system, — ^is too droll ; but if we avenge ourselves, there will 
be high play, and plenty of it, all round our borders I If such things 
would make any impression on the spirit of our Master ; but they do 
not; they' — ^in short, this recruiting system is delirious, thinks the 
stiff Schulenburg ; and scruples not to say so, though not in his place 
in Parliament, or even Tobacco-Parliament. For there is a Majesty's 
Opposition in all lands and times. ^We ruin the Country,' says the 
Honourable Member, ^sending annually millions of money out of it, 
for a set of vagabond fellows (yens d sac et d cord^, who will never do us 
the least service. One sees clearly it is the hand of God,' darkening 
some people's understanding ; ^ otherwise it might be possible their eyes 
would open, one time or another I' — A stiff pipeclayed gentleman of 
great wisdom, with plenty of sulphur burning in the heart of him. The 
rest of his Letter is all in the Opposition strain (almost as if from his 
place in Parliament, only far briefer than is usual ^ within these walls ') ; 
and winds-up with a glance at Victor Amadeus's strange feat, or rather 
at the Son’s feat done upon Victor, over in Sardinia ; preceded by this 
interjectionary sentence on a Prince nearer home : 

‘ As to the Prince-Royal, depend on it he will do whatever is required 
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of him* (marry anybody you like etc.)^ you give him more elbow- 
room, for that is whither he aims.— Not a bad stroke that, of the Ki ng 
of Sardinia * — Grand news of the day, at that time ; now somewhat for- 
gotten, and requiring a word from us : 

Old King Victor Amadeus of Sardinia had solemnly abdi- 
cated in favour of his Son ; went, for a twelvemonth or more, 
into private felicity with an elderly Lady-love w^hom he had 
long esteemed the first of women; — tired of such felicity, 
after a twelvemonth ; demanded his crown back, and could 
not get it ! Lady-love and he are taken prisoners ; lodged 
in separate castles : ^ and the wrath of the proud old gentle- 
man is Olympian in character, — split an oak table, smiting 
it while he spoke (say the cicerones) ; — and his silence, and 
the fiery daggers he looks, are still more emphatic. But the 
young fellow holds out ; you cannot play handy-dandy with a 
King’^s crown, your Majesty 1 say his new Ministers. Is and 
will continue King. ‘ Not a bad stroke of him,*’ thinks 
Schulenburg, — 

— ^especially if his Father meant to play him the same trick,' that is, 
clap him in prison. Not a bad stroke ; — ^which perhaps there is another 
that could imitate, if his Papa gave him the opportunity ! But this 
Papa wnll take good care ; and the Queen will not forget the Sardinian 
business, when he talks again of abdicating,' as he does when in ill- 
humour. — 

^ But now had not we better have been friends with England, should 
war rise upon that Sardinian business? General Schulenburg,' — the 
famed Venetian Fieldmarshal, bruiser of the Turks in Candia,^ my 
honoured Uncle, who sometimes used to visit his Sister the Maypole, 
now Bmerita, in London, and sip beer and take tobacco on an evening, 
with George i. of famous memory, — he also ^writes me this Victor- 
Amadeus news, from Paris ' ; so that it is certain ; Ex-King locked in 
Rivoli near a fortnight ago : he. General Schulenberg, says farther, ^To 


^ 2d September 1730 abdicated, went to Chamb^ry; reclaims, is locked in 
Rivoli, 8th October 1731 (news of it just come to Schulenburg) ; dies there, 31st 
October 1732, his 67th year. 

® Same who was beaten by Charles xn. before ; a worthy soldier nevertheless, 
say the Authorities : Life of him by Varnhagen von Ense {Biograj>hische Denk* 
maUy Berlin, 1845). 
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Ih.Ik* hf iJti» iiuUiilti, mU wy tiMbt ; Imt miiiiy think, at the 

«f ihft it will it«t hi* the »»nn*.’~l am, with respect,’ your 
K»i'ellenr)'"«i much ii» hurkram, 

* I.i! !>js St;*n«iM!Naou«o.' * 

So fur Limiti'iiiiitt Cit'jtfml Scliulfuhurii; ; whom we thank 
f«ir thfsf titnftuiju.rnn of n voitog man tlwit has 

iHfiiini* hi-ilorit-ni, nini uf tin- srcne he hvetl hi. And with 
thm* three atTideiita! titt. nuuv.,. m if they (which are alone 
Irfl) had Iwi'it the sum of all he saiti iti the world, let the 
l.iHiti'imi)t (ii'Uend withdraw now into silence: he will turn 
it{* twice n^itiii, ufliT half »t‘Sc»iT of years, once in a nobler 
than talking attitmle, iht* close harne.Hsed, stalwart, slightly 
(itmhiUar military I'. idh-m.in of the ol<l Prussian school 
llicsi* of the t'row«-Ih>ince, reftwitetl on us in 

this manner, an* not very hicnlent to the reader, — light being 
indilTereJil, and mirror none of the best : — but some features 
itii glrmn forth, gmal ami imt so good ; which, with others 
Cl tilling, may graditiilly cmihaice into somclhiiig conceivable. 
A Princi' clearly of much sjiirit, and not without petulance ; 
abmidanl lire, much of it shining and hnniing irregularly at 
jinwmt ; Iming sore held-down from without, and anomalously 
siliwtwl iViilc enough, thinks Srhuh iihurg, capricious petu- 
lance .u..U!di. likely to go into ‘a reign of the pas.sions,’ if 
wtf li'i*. As will he si*en I-'"- 

Willielinina was lM‘troth<ai in <Iune last : Wilhelinina, a 
ilrido th«»« sia months, coiilimieH to be much tonnented 
by Mamma, ihit the Ihidegroom, Prince of Baireuth, is 
grsdtiallv vfciimnie riding himself to persona of judgment, to 
Wilhelniiim among others. Om day he narrowly misst^ an 
unheard of aecident : « fmilish sen-ant, at soine hoar-hunt, 
eave him a Imidni piree on the half-cock ; half-cock slipped 
h, the handling j huHet gwred his Majesty’s very temple, was 
frit Iwif.-hlng the hair then-;-- ye Heavens! Whcuminm 
Imja-rtincnt remarks frem some of the Dessau people (allies 
» l-wmfr, ill. 73-7S- 
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of Schwedt and the Margravine in high colours) ; which were 
well answered by the Prince, and noiselessly but severely 
checked by a well-bi'ed King.^ King has given the Prince 
of Baireuth a regiment; and likes him tolerably, though 
the young man will not always drink as could be wished. 
Wedding, in spite of clouds from her Majesty, is coming 
steadily on. 


His Majesty's Building Operations 

* This year,’ says Passmann, ‘ the building operations both 
in Berlin and Stettin,’ — in Stettin where new fortifications 
are completed, in Berlin where gradually whole new quarters 
are getting built, — ‘ were exceedingly pushed forward (mmerst 
poussirty Alas, yes ; this too is a questionable memorable 
feature of his Majesty’s reign. Late Majesty, old King Fried- 
rich I., wishful, as others had been, for the growth of Berlin, 
laid-out a new Quarter, and called it Friedrichs Stadt ; 
scraggy boggy ground, planned-out into streets, Friedrichs 
Strasse the chief street, with here and there a house standing 
loncsomely prophetic on it. But it is this present Majesty, 
IMedrich Wilhelm, that gets the plan executed, and the 
Friedrichs Strasse actually built, not always in a soft or 
spontaneous manner. Friedrich Wilhelm was the .<Edile of 
his Country, as well as the Drill-sergeant ; Berlin City did 
not rise of its own accord, or on the principle of leave-alone, 
any more than the Prussian Army itself. Wreck and rubbish 
Friedrich Wilhelm will not leave alone, in any kind; but is 
intent by all chances to sweep them from the face of the 
Earth, that something irseful, seendy to the Royal mind, 
may stand there instead. Hence these building operations 
in the Friedrich Street and elsewhere, so ‘ exceedingly pushed 
forward.’ 

The number of scraggy waste places he swept clear, first 
and last, and built tight human dwellings upon, is almost 

^ Wilhelmina, u 35^* 
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ilwcoimteble* A wmmon gift «iit* {m fwm liis Sou 

after him) to a man in favour, wat that of a mw good 
Ilouse,— -an exwllent gift. Or if the man in himaelf able to 
build, MajcHty will help him, incite him: ‘Timber enough 
is in tl>c rojai forests ; stone, lime are in the rjjhI (luarries ; 
scraggy waste is ahmulant : why shouiti any >nan, of the least 
iiulustry or private capital, live in a biul house?’ By degrees, 
the prtiKsure of his Majesty tJjKjn private men to huild with 
encourngenieut became consiib-rahlc, lavame excessive, irresis- 
tible ; and wjw much couiplatm d of, in these years now come. 
Old (lolonel Ikirnrhim is the King's AgtfJit, at Berlin, in this 
matter; a hard stiff man; s«iuft‘/es men, all manner of men 
with the least atjdtal, till they huild. 

Nilssler, for oKamplc, whom we once saw at Hanover, 
nmunging a certain oontestetl Heritage for Friedrich Wil- 
helm ; atlroit Niissler, though he has yet gtft no fixed appoint- 
ment, nor j)ay except by the job, is urgetl to build second 
year hence, 1733, occurs the case of Niissler, and is copiously 
dwelt upon by Blisching his bi(»gniplu r ; * Build youmdf a 
house in the Frietlriclis Htrasse!' tirges Iktrschau. ‘But I 
have no jmy, no capital!’ pkwis Niissler. - ‘ Tush, your 
Father-in-law, ahstiuse Kanxlcr von Ludwig, in Halle tlni- 
versity, monster of law-learning there, is not he a monster of 
hoanlcd moneys withal ? He will !e«<I you, for his own and 
his Daughter’s sake.* Or shall his Majtwty conijasl him?’ 
urg® Derschau. And slowly, contimmliy turns the screw 
upon Niissler, till he too rai»« for hinmdf a finn good house 
in the Friedrichs Stadt,—- I'VitsIrichs Strasse, or Alfrcflf, as they 
now call it, which the Tourist of tlii'se days knows. Sub- 
stantial dear ashlar Street, miles or haif-niiles long ; straight 
as a line -Frie<lrich Wilhelm found it st^ag Mid (jungmire ; 
and left it what the Tourist sees, by tlnm* lumd mcthmls. 
ITiUs Herr Privy-Cloundllor Klinggjiif t«>, Nussler’s next 
mn'ghbour : he did not want to huild ; far from it ; but was 
obliged, on wowe tenna than Niissler. You have such work, 
* llllichlngi I. 1 * 4 , 
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founding your house ; — for the Niissler-Klinggraf spot was a 
fish-pool, and ^ carps were dug up ’ in founding ; — such piles, 
bound platform of solid beams ; ^ 4,000 thalers gone before 
the first stone is laid : ’ and, in fact, the house must be built 
honestly, or it will be worse for the house and you. ‘ Cost 
me 12,000 thalers (1,800Z.) in all, and is worth perhaps 
2,000 ! ’ sorrowfully ejaculates Niissler, when the job is over. 
Still worse with Privy-Councillor Klinggraf: his house, the 
next to Niissler’s, is worth mere nothing to him when built ; 
a soapboiler ojffers him 800 thalers (120Z.) for it; and 
Niissler, to avoid suflFocation, purchases it himself of Klinggraf 
for that sum. Derschau, with his slow screw-machinery, is very 
formidable; — and Busching knows it for a fact, Hhat respectable 
Berlin persons used to run out of the way of Biirgermeister 
Koch and him, when either of them turned up on the streets I’ 

These things were heavy to bear. Truly,, yes ; where is the 
liberty of private capital or liberty of almost any kind, on 
those terms ? Liberty to annihilate rubbish and chaos, under 
known conditions, you may have ; but not the least liberty to 
keep them about you, though never so fond of doing it ! 
What shall we say ? Niissler and the Soapboiler do both live 
in houses more human than they once had. Berlin itself, and 
some other things, did not spring from Free-trade. Berlin 
City would, to this day, have been a Place of Scrubs Q the 
Berlin^ a mere appellative noun to that effect), had Free-trade 
always been the rule there. I am sorry his Majesty trans- 
gresses the limits ; — and we, my friends, if we can make our 
Chaos into Cosmos by firing Parliamentary eloquence into it, 
and bombarding it with Blue-Books, we will much triumph 
over his Majesty, one day ! — 

Thus are the building operations exceedingly pushed forward, 
the Ear of Jenkins tom off, and Victor Amadeus locked in 
ward, while our Crown -Prince, in the eclipsed state, is 
inspected by a Sage in pipeclay, and Wilhelmina^s wedding 
is coming on. 
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t'llAl'TKH VI 
\\ n , H ! ,1 .\i I K a’s n j '.I ) 1 ) 1 n t; 

*i(Hh NMV»'m!hT ItiJl, Wi!ht*!i«jaii'>! wwldi>ig-day 
Htrni'il. nl'Ji'f n ttrid«< 4 ii}> «f iiumtliN ; luul that young 

Ijiily’* trimltirMniir rttiHunff, iiion* Iinpiiily than might have 
itiri) 1 [■ > b .i, ihil fit 1».4 wimi itself ii|>. Mamma’s uureason- 
nhlr iuuiit>(ir*> nmtimiisJ, more or less; hut these also must 
liuw rml ttld MiHH-rs ami outlooks, * the four or three 
iiowmsl hfiiiU,’ they He far over the horizon; fiuled out of 
otirV. lei v Ihou-lil ail ttww. (’haries xn., Feter n. are 
; Weiswnfeh is ii«l» Irtit might as well he FrinceFml, 
nut yet wisitietl elM'whm** is doing French matlrigak in 
|*-iit^ter tomling towmntls tiw ‘West Wickham’ set 

t»f Fulitieiaiis, the Fitt-i,ytt*lto» set; stands ill with Father 
»M)d Mother, and will not come to much. August the 
I hlrt|(idrtl»st Strong is deeji in FoHsh trouhles, in Anti-Kaiser 
}wUlH-». in drinkiiigdamls ; - his gn -d foe never mcndetl, never 
will mend. I time to the sjicctral state idl the.st? : here, hlooming 
with life in its ehreks, is the one j»nu tuHl Fact, our good 
Ilcrrdilmy I’lim'** of Ihdreuth, - privately our fate all along; 

wliieh w«< will Welcome ehiHu fully ; ami thankful to 
H««ve» tliat we have not ditsl in getting it dccidtd for us !—- 
Wisliling wa-** ‘’f gnvil ni-ignificcm'i- ; llerlin Palace and all 
thing* and erwitures at their brightest : the Ih uuswick- Urn eras 
here, and other high timwls ; no end of pomjfoiis ceremonials, 
s,.lem«ilti« mid splendours, tin* very train of one's gown wm 
. twelve van!* long.’ Kschewiag all which, the reader shal 
emomiahnudv mnwivo it all, hy two samples we have picked 
out for him’: mm sample of a Fen»«, high Guat present ; 
one of an Afsotiu. nl whore the suhlimities went on. 

'llie lhich«i»w Dow HiMT of .vtachHen-Meiningen, who has come 
to hmnlr US on this' iHx..do«. a very large L^y, ^ng 
towarels sixty ; she is the jwrson. A hvjng elderly Daughter 
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of the Great Elector himself ; half-sister to the late King, 
half-annt to Friedrich Wilhelm ; widow now of her third 
husband : a singular phenomenon to look upon, for a moment, 
thi'ough Wilhelmina’s satirical spectacles. One of her three 
husbands, * Christian Ernst of Baireuth (Margraf there, while 
the present Line was but expectant), had been a kind of 
Welsh-Uucle to the Prince now Bridegroom ; so that she has 
a double right to be here. ^She had found the secret of 
totally ruining Baireuth,’’ says Wilhclmina ; Baireuth, and 
Courland as well, where her first wedlock was;’ — ^perhaps 
Meiningeu was done to her hand ? Here is the Portrait of 
^ my Grand-Aunt ’ ; dashed-off in very high colours, not by a 
flattering pencil : 

It is said site was very fond of pleasing, in lier youth ; one saw as much 
still by her affected manners. She would have made an excellent actress, 
to play fantastic parts of that kind. Her darning red countenance, her 
shape, of such nnonstrous extent that she could hardly walk, gave her the 
air of a Female Bacchus, She took care to expose to view her’— a part 
of her person, large hut no longer beautiful, — ^and continually kept 
patting it with her hands, to attract attention tliither. Tliough sixty 
in point of fact, — 'she was tricked-out like a girl; 
hair done in ribbon-locks (marronyi^s), all filled with gewgaws of rose- 
pink colour, which was tlie prevailing tint in her complexion,^ and so 
loaded with coloured jewels, you would have taken her for the rainbow.’ ^ 

This cliarmiug old Lady, daughter of the Grosse 
and so very fat and rubicund, had a Son once: he too is 
mentionable in his way, — as a milestone (parish milestone) in 
the obscure Chronology of those parts. Her first Husband 
was tlie Duke of Courland ; to him she brought an heir, who 
became Duke in his turn, — and was the final Duke, last of 
the ^ Kettler ’ or native line of Dukes there. The Kettlers 
hnd been Teutsch Ritters, Commandants in Courland ; they 
|)ickecLup that Country, for their own behoof, when the 
Ritterdom went down ; and this was the last of them. He 
married Anne of Russia with the big cheek (Cmr Peter’s 

^ Wilhclmina, i 3^5* 
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wliii mmnm and dM dimtly 

Hnd% mm with tmn dmiUksn fmiii tlie |HKir nm^nnk 
fur iiwiiy ill iiiumitli mul cliildim idJierwwc ; ' and 
alfiti III II In I hr HtaTiiw nf '(^mrlnnd, whirli wiw lirrrby 
}rf|. ^nriitil, ii jifry tn tu‘i? 4 'h!)ours. Attil on tho.H6 

ftiiii** it wa?i llifil ^sa%nn iMnrii/. {mit di.HsnIulr frirnth who will 
hr Murkhiii ik .Saar mm day) tiiitdr Itin dntrh at ('oxirland, 
lifir'kwi liy tmnwvn of Ihr Fr«*nr!i ; rninonr of w!n*c!i 

^li!! viignriy idioyt* .%lnril/, wight have .siurmlrd, 

r'liiild lit* hiivt* thtnr thr lirHt purl of the fVaf, fallen in lova 
«||}| Mitiiirrhrrkrd Annr, Ihnvagrr there; hiii he ewild not; 
i*niiiil only |irt*l'enti if. ; Conriand therifore (now that t!i« 
>iwiiln rlieek htToiin* t Variini) fali^ to one Iliereiii a horn 
rtiiirliiiiilrr. tt'ho ronhl.^ .We hurry to the *(iraml Ajiar^ 
toriil * ill Iho'lin J^ehloni* and ghitiee m|ndly\ with W'ilhelnuna 
till iin iiliridgtat forin), how niagnifireni it in: 

Itmynt #lfiiir!wriin thW4 lleMf «,»f flie Fidiire it lirrihr, oiiis iitiwfc 
fr'”t r»|ni! It ie ilir aiirlfh * Frrm llw ihilrr 'Sitlofin cir Ante* 

rFioeKtit'j rillwl S4fif 4^0 ,s'eo.frf *' (utirre Ike li»llaw«llrr iind valet |W0|>la 
A rtiil ^ r*'*'^M*'^**‘® lloraiiH m% 'Hriifel matii, liifu a ittletui initgitifleisntly 
il<irrr.#lril ; iliVHrr thrioinli fwo retoim itifl mi inOi wliat they call 
ilir |*iiiiir#4lallrr)% « rwna idiirty fret long, All thin i« in a line/ 
lirntsd all fill®; hill «tfll tinly remnien in i'i»nj:Ee';M*n. Freni the 
linllerf yi*ii fern fin oght or left k not imiil, nor do« ll iiiilter) Into n 
Fmiflern grrui ro»nn»K e-iieh inorr i|ilrtnli*l thin the other ; luilra 
frtiiti llo* erihog of the firit tmtitg far i»«iin|ile» in of milittwllver ; walgltn, 
In |»«voioU «ii'oirflii|o»ii I know not i»hit| lint in ullvtr roin * Ifl/KKI 
rrowioi*; relliiign |iainteil an hf rwregiclo ; ^ i^'iHonirriim lada-tm eiifli 
|ialf of H'lfiilimi are fret high* itnl their |ilerii ira of 

iilvf r ; III friinl of rurh mirror », lahit run Ita Wd for twelve;* 
ai»retfltiw nmf dine ihrr#* idinkeil l#y tlndr I'tilrrori eitjoyiiig tlie 
I wrrrggioiiliif^ ikivti mat th© iiraet-iml iitihliniilir» all roimil* *Atid 

^ Ia%i lirolri, Annr*« llwnlstoh tUm\ {Imvifif only «i olcl lliitk, fillrn into 
|%|4«0'y itid Pihrt Mihfi’, who, till hiid«iti mmi iwrniy ycirt nfteri htd to 
ilfiwid ftiid Im mtirlyh lyif i Morin*# itftwiil with Aclrktirif 

*:*»h t Aiow Wr#»t S^wweign of ill iht Ettiwai fan her 

t;ow%lti Ikir# ll/i dr#ih|. I 7 |n j ilkirn C.Af>#ii a«lit iritil lo write hlfwlh 
!«iftg III hlilhl did ml grt Iromlkd lilt iy|7 | iiid Iwil, he ftiid Cowfitwl 

hpih# iinnhiei »hrr ftiil Iwfore gittki !© ^ul-!r r^iniiihrium. 



CHAP, vr.] WILHELMINA’S WEDDING 4*01 

floth Nov. 173x3 

this is but tlie first of the Fourteen ; ' and 70U go on increasing in superb- 
ness, till, for example, in the last, or superlative Saloon, you find ^ a 
lustre weighing fiO^OOO crowns ; the globe of it big enough to hold a 
of eight years ; and the branches ^u&idons) of it,’ I forget how many 
feet or fathoms in extent : silver to the heart. Nay,the music-balcony is 
■ of silver ; wearied fiddler lays his elbow on balustrades of that precious 
metal. Seldom if ever was seen the like. In this superlative Saloon the 
Nuptial Benediction was given. ’■ 

Old King Friedrich, the expensive Herr, it was he that did 
the furnishing and Correggio-painting of these sublime rooms : 
but this of the masses of wrouglit silver, this was done by 
Friedrich Wilhelm, — incited thereto by what he saw at 
Dresden in August the Strong’s Establishment ; and reflecting, 
too, that silver is silver, whether you keep it in barrels in a 
coined form, or work it into chandeliers, muTor-frames and 
music-balconies. — These things we should not have mentioned, 
except to say that the massive silver did prove a hoard 
available, in after times, against a rainy day. Massive silver 
(well mixed with copper first) was all melted down, stamped 
into current coins, native and foreign, and sent wandering 
over the world, before a certain Prince got through his Seven- 
Years Wars and other pinches that are ahead ! — 

In fine, Wilhehnina’s Wedding was magnificent; though 
one had rubs too; and Mamma was rather severe. ‘Hair 
went all wrong, by dint of over-dressing ; and hung on one’s 
face like a boy’s. Crown-royal they had put (as indeed was 
projrer) on one’s head : hair was in twenty-four locks the size 
of your arm : such was the Queen’s order. Gown was of 
clofti-of-silver, trimmed with Spanish gold-lace (avec tm pomt 
(T fi^paffTte (Tor ) ; train twelve yards long ; — one was like to 
sink to the earth in such equipment.’ Courage, my Princess ! 
— In fact, the Wedding went beautifully off"; with dances 
and sublimities, slow solemn Torch-dance to conclude with, in 
those unj)aralleled upper rooms ; Grand-Aunt Meiningen and 
many other stars and rainbows witnessing ; even the Mar- 
gravine of Schwedt, in her high colours, was compelled to 
^ Wilhelmina, i, $Si j Nicolai, ii 88 1 . 
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be there. Such variegated splendour, such a dancing of the 
Constellations ; sublunary Berlin, and all the world, on tiptoe 
round it I Slow Torch-dance, winding it up, melted into the 
shades of midnight, for this time; and there was silence 
in Berlin. 

But, on the following nights, there were Balls of a less 
solemn character ; far pleasanter for dancing purposes. It is 
to these, to one of these, that we direct the attention of all 
readers. Friday ^3d, there was again Ball and Royal Evening 
Party — « Grand Apartment ’ so-called. Immense Ball, ‘ seven 
hundred couples, all people of condition : there were Four 
Quadrilles,’ or dancing places in the big sea of quality-figures; 
each at its due distance in the grand suite of rooms : 
Wilhelmina presides in Quadrille Nwmber One ; place assigned 
her was in the room called Picture-Gallery; Queen and all 
the Principalities were with Wilhelmina, she is to lead-off 
their quadrille, and take charge of it. Which she did, with 
her accustomed fire and elasticity ; — and was circling there, 
on the light fantastic toe, time six in the evening, when 
Grumkow, whom she had been dunning for his bargain about 
Friedrich the day before, came up : 

' I liked dancing*/ sa^s she, ^ and was taking advantage of my chances. 
Gnunhow came up, and interrupted me in the middle of a minuet: 
mon Dieuy Madame ! ** said Grumkow, you seem to have got bit by the 
tarantula ! Don't you see those strangers who have just come in ? ” I 
stopt short ; and looking all round, I noticed at last a young man dressed 
in gray, whom I did not know. Go, then, embrace the Prince-Royal ; 
there he is before you I " said Grumkow. All the blood in my body went 
topsy-turvy for joy. Heaven, my Brother? " cried I : But I don't 
see him ; where is he ? In God's name, let me see Mm 1 ” Grumkow 
led me to the young mau in gray. Coming near, I recognised him, though 
with difficulty : he had grown amazingly stouter {prodigiem&ment engraisse)^ 
shortened about the neck ; his face too had much changed, and was no 
longer so beautifnl as it had been. I sprang upon him with open arms 
(savtai au cou ) ; I was in such a state, I could speak nothing but broken 
exclamatioiis : I wept, I laughed, like one gone dlelirious. In my life I 
have never felt so lively a joy. 
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* The first sane step was to throw myself at the feet of the King* : King 
said, Are you eontent with me ? You see I have kept my word ! ” I 
took my Brother by the hand ; and entreated the King to restore him 
his friendship. This scene was so touching, it drew tears from the eyes 
of everybody. I then approached the Queen. She was obliged to 
embrace me> the King being close opposite ; but I remarked that her joy 
was only affected.' — Why then, O Princess? Guess, if you can, the 
female humours of her Majesty ! — 

^ I turned to my Brother again ; 1 gave him a thousand caresses, and 
said the tendorest things to him ; to all which he remained cold as ice, 
and answered only in monosyllables, I presented the Prince (my 
Husband) ; to whom ho did not say one word. I was astonished at this 
fashion of procedure 1 But I laid the blame of it on the King, who was 
observing us, and who I judged might be intimidating my Brother. But 
even his countenance surprised me : he wore a proud air, and seemed to 
look down on everybody. ' 

A much-changed Crown-Prince. What can be the meaning of it? 
Neither King nor he appeared at supper : they wore supping elsewhere, 
with a select circle ; and the whisper ran among us, His Majesty was 
treating him with great friendliness. At which the Queen, contrary to 
hope, could not conceal her secret pique. ' In fact,' says Wilhelmina, 
again too hard on Mamma, 'she did not love her children except as they 
served her ambitious views.' llie fact that it was I, and not she, who 
had achieved the Prince's deliverance, was painful to her Majesty : alas, 
yes, in some degree ! 

'Ball having recommenced, Grumkow whispered to me, "That the 
King was pleased with my frank kind ways to my Brother ; and not 
pleased with my Brother's cold way of returning it : Does he simulate, and 
mean still to deceive me ? Or i$ that all the thanks he has for Wilhelmina ? 
thinks his Majesty. Go on with your sincerity, Madam ; and for God's 
sake admonish the Crown-lVince to avoid finessing ! " Crown-Prince, 
when I did, in some interval of the dance, report this of Grumkow, and 
say, Why so changed and cold, then, Brother of my heart? answered, 
That he was still the same ; and that he had his reasons for what he 
did/ Wilhelmina continues ; and cannot understand her Crown-Prince 
at all : 

'Next morning, by the King's order, he paid me a visit. The Prince,' 
my Husband, ' was polite enough to withdraw, and left me and Sonsfeld 
alone with him. He gave me a rectol of his misfortunes ; I communicated 
mine to him,'— and how 1 had at last bargained to get him free again by 
my compliance. ' Pie appeared much discountenanced at this last part of 
my narrative. He returned thanks for the obligations I had laid on him, 
—with some caressings, which evidently did not proceed from the heart. 



404 CROWN-PRINCE RETRIEVED [BOOK vill. 

[24th Nov. 173X 

To break tbis conversation^ be started some indifferent topic ; and^ under 
pretence of seeing* my Apartment, moved into tbe next room, where tbe 
Prince my Husband was- Him be ran over with bis eyes from bead to 
foot, for some time ; then, after some constrained civilities to bim, went 
bis way.' Wbat to make of all tbis? ^ Madam Sonsfeld shrugged ber 
shoulders;’ no end of Madam Sonsfeld’s astonishment at such a 
Crown-Prince. 

Alas, yes, poor Wilhelmina; a Crown-Prince got into 
terrible cognisance of facts since we last met him ! Perhaps 
already sees, not only what a Height of place is cut-out for 
him in this world, but also in a dim way what a solitude of 
soul, if he will maintain his height? Top of the frozen 
Schreckhorn ; — have you well considered such a position ! 
And even the way thither is dangerous, is terrible in this case. 
Be not too hard upon your Crown-Prince. For it is certain 
he loves you to the last ! 

Captain Dickens, who alone of all the Excellencies was not 
at the Wedding, — and never had believed it would be a 
wedding, but only a rumour to bring England round, — duly 
chronicles this happy reappearance of the Prince-Royal : ‘ about 
six, yesterday evening, as the company was dancing, — ^to the 
great joy and surprise of the whole Court ; ’ — and adds : 
‘ This morning the Prince came to the public Parade ; where 
crowds of people of all ranks flocked to see his Royal High- 
ness, and gave the most open demonstrations of pleasure.’ ^ 

Wilhelmina, these noisy tumults, not all of them delightful, 
once done, gets out of the perplexed hurlyburly, home towards 
still Baireuth, shortly after Newyear.^ ‘ Berlin was become 
as odious to me as it had once been dear. I flattered myself 
that, renouncing grandeurs, I might lead a soft and tranquil 
life in my new Home, and begin a happier year than the one 
that had just ended.’ Mamma was still perverse ; but on the 
edge of departure Wilhelmina contrived to get a word of her 
Father, and privately open her heart to him. Poor Father, 
after all that has come and gone : 

^ Despatch, 24tb Nov. 1731. ® iith Jan. 1732 (Wilhelmina, ii. 2). 
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‘ My discourse produced its effect ,* lie melted into tears, could not 
answer me for sobs ; be explained bis thoughts by bis embracings of 
me. Making an effort^ at lengthy be said : 1 am in despair that I did 

not know thee. They bad told me such horrible tales^ I bated thee as 
much as I now love thee. If I bad addressed myself direct to thee, I 
should have escaped much trouble^ and thou too. But they hindered me 
from speaking ; said thou wert ill-natured as the Devil, and wouldst drive 
me to extremities I wanted to avoid. Thy Mother, by her intriguings, 
is in part the cause of the misfortunes of the family ; I have been deceived 
and duped on every side. But my hands are tied ; and though my heart 
is torn in pieces, I must leave these iniquities unpunished ! " ’ — The 
Queen's intentions were always good, urged Wilhelmina. Let us not 
enter into that detail,' answered he : ‘ what is past is past ; I will try to 
forget it ; ' and assured Wilhelmina that she was the dearest to him of the 
family, and that he would do great things for her still, — only part of 
which came to effect in the sequel. ^ I am too sad of heart to take leave 
of you,' concluded he : ^ embrace your Husband on my part ; I am so 
overcome that I must not see him.' ^ And so they rolled away. 

Crown-Prince was back to Ciistrin again, many weeks 
before. Back to Ciistrin ; but under totally changed omens ; 
his history, after that first emergence in Wilhelmina’s dance, 

^ 23d November about six p.m.,’ and appearance at Parade on 
the morrow (Saturday morning), had been as follows. Monday, 
November 26th, there was again grand Ball,, and the Prince 
there, not in gray this time. Next day, the Old Dessauer and 
all the higher Officers in Berlin petitioned, ‘ Let us have him 
in the Army again, your Majesty I ’ Majesty consented : and 
so, Friday 30th, there was grand dinner at Seckendorfs, 
Crown-Prince there, in soldier’s uniform again ; a completely 
pardoned youth. His uniform is of the Goltz Regiment, 
Infantry: Goltz Regiment, which lies at Ruppin, — at and 
about, in that moory Country to the Northeast, some tl^y 
or forty miles from Rerlin ; — ^whither his destination now is. 

Crown-Prince had to resume his Rammer work at Ciistrin, 
and see the Buildings at Carzig, for a three months longer, till 
some arrangements in the Regiment Goltz were perfected, and 
finishing improvements given to it. But ^on the last day of 
1 Wilhelmina, ii. 45 who dates nth January 1732 . 
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Ritpjiin is « little 'I’owii, in tlwt inirthwest I'VlirhcHiu 
regimi ; llegijiifnt tJwH/ hwl l«i»i in 4etiu’h«l ^junrtei's 
lutherln; hnt is nnw to lie lit Rii|»(»in* the fii-st Unttiilioii of 
it tliere, hihI the n*«t within mnh. Ileit;, in Ru|>|iin itself, 
or nltinirttely ivt IteinslKTg in the iii i.-JilunuhniK!, mm Frieii- 
rieh’s iilwHle, for the next eiglit )wrs. Hiihitiml resiilenee : 
with transient exctu-.iini .. ehieflytw Iterlin in Cfirnivai time, or 
on other grcnt oei'itsions, mud iilwav* strietly on Imve; his 
eniploynient lieing Ihmt of (kilonel of Foot, ii thing rt ijtnriiig 
eoiitimiml vigilfiiHf aiwl indnshry in llmt Country. Imstof 
nil to Iwi n«gl«d«h in any |K»lnt, hy one in his eireumstimees. 
He did his inilifnry dutira to a j»i*rfertion sutisfaelory even tn 
PrtjHi : and aehievixl on his own sw»re nmiiy other duties and 
improveijients, for whieh !’a}>m hail less vmhie, 'Hiese eight 
years, it is always miderstiaxi, w«» among the most iinportaiit 
of his life to him, 

* l‘f «■«*», I, 49. 


KNii or vot« it. 


Fr4iit#»i it>‘ T. atpl ,■%, Vrmm h* lii» 
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CHAPTEE IX 

WUSTERHAUSEN 

WtJSTEEHAUSEN, where for the present these operations go 
on, lies about twenty English miles south-east of Berlin, as 
you go towards Schlesien (Silesia) ; — on the old Silesian road, 
in a flat moory country made of peat and sand ; — and is not 
distinguished for its beauty at all among royal Hunting- 
lodges. The Gohrde at Hanover, for example, what a 
splendour there in comparison ! But it serves Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s simple purposes : there is game abundant in the 
scraggy woodlands, otter-pools, fish-pools, and miry thickets, of 
that old ^ Schenkenland’ (belonged all once to the ‘ ScTienhen 
Family,’ till old Bang Friedrich bought it for his Prince) ; 
retinue sufficient find nooks for lodgment in the poor old 
Schloss so-called; and Noltenius and Panzendorf drive out 
each once a week, in some light vehicle, to drill Fritz in his 
religious exercises. 

One ZoUner, a Tourist to Silesia, confesses himself rather 
pleased to find even Wusterhausen in such a country of sandy 
bent-grass, lean cattle, and flat desolate languor. 

^Getting to the top of the ridge' (most insignificant * ridge/ mad© by 
hand, Wilhelmina satirically says), Tourist Zollner can discern with 
pleasure / a considerable Brook/— visible, not audible, smooth Stream, or 
chain of meres and lakelets, flowing languidly northward towards 
Kopenik. Inaudible big Brook or Stream ; which, we perceive, drains 
a dightly hollowed Tract ; too shallow to be called valley,-— of several 
miles in width, of several yards in depth Tract with wood here and 
there on it, and signs of grass and culture, welcome after what you have 
passed. On the foreground close to you is the Hamlet of Kbnigs- 
Wusterhausen, with tolerable lime-tree Avenue leading to it, and the 
^ of something sylvan from your Hilltop. Konigs-Wusterhausen was 
once TTendia^Wusterhausen, and not far off is DmiS^fcA-Wusterhausen, 
flMued, I suppose, by faction-fights in the Vandalic times: both of them 
are mw Em^VWusterhausen (since the King came thither), to dktin- 
gwit them fiom other Wusterhausens that there are. 
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IlSpiifilfif , wltittclfif ilirttiifli ynwr yma Irw Aviniiifi, ydu tioma 

tuft liwifi I ulonic tlia lllgimfty. Anil in tke 

wiiiilii mf Ui^ |»ii «l liit t«» u ktsiii of <*8to or vwiltad imiiBaga 
f4rl m» fkm^ mfn ^illinpr)* wliw, If yon litvt liliarty, yon face to tlia 
mttil tfilur, lliw, mmm iliroti^h Into ton fraa light again, yon ara 
III • l*iiiirl : f#iir-«|iiarn tpioii, not wltoowt pro«|?nat 5 right «lda and left 
iltli nr# liiigiiifi ftif hi« ganilaman ; hihiiid yon, well In their 

tl#w, art i'lahtiw wd fcitrhoiw : In ton mum of tlia plaea m a Fonntdn 
♦ wlili tiwii itop «»«i iron rallingi’ j whiws hit ilmpla M^je«ty hai been 
fetiftiwi to til Witi iiwoki» mi iiimtiinr nvanlnp, nw fonrto •!<!© of your 
li » pliMiln I Imyonil whioh, mm hriilga and moat and 
Itttortfnliif ynti pwtlt#, on lla trim torraw, toa ranpiMviiihlo 

iiti A r#ri*»fwlar miwi, not of vmt proportion!, with 

tmmm til tli» #«ltw of it (tewtr for stair, tli« general roadway of 
III# I attil tooitfli wfiitoorli«ton yot woalhortight, and m 

4it':nlfn'd n,'": it em* Wwltrliitttfti ; FrWrIol vVilholnrs timing** 

1^1 fmmi Ilf #14-* 

A ifwltollf erowdtd fUm^ mf$ \Vilh 4 dnuna, wharo yon are atnffad 
into iwd feiiw not room to tnni. I'li# iarmooi ar© of «oma 

Irlwiiiiiii all roiiml wllh a row of Httli ollppad tmm^ on© hig 
»l ^ti «ni#r on© of thaw hig lima-traii, ddod by 

m Wf iilnf I II to Wi dollg hi to iprtad hln frugal hut »uh«tantial 

■■'in?! tT,s'©i'^ty at tot itroho of t% and to dint mb dto* 

If f«4ii «iPi» #», mfn Wilhtdmliia, you m% mt to miditg, too ground 
Wnf holliiw ill totl atid indwd in all wwtharf your situation 

ut-av, to » fihtwttil you Ilf Frliioti«*i idea, Is rather of tot horrible 
AHm iliintr, III Mi^My ilwp, airttohtd prhap on tome 
arin^t^ n^ll# or r::n^di'j^chi4r, for atoitti an hour; regardles)i of toe 
Sawii^ li«l, lit awiiii^ nr not ; mi wt por Fflnowtoi have to 
imilii paylfif all llm fciwta Ifeil to#y would nwunollato him «oom lids 
to atoml I pm. i laf |»l«f Frito to $mm to hto l^na In the InMtim. 

iiiir IWwwi# llto fwtotifttlar Boliliw with toe four big lindens 
m tit mi iifwtitid^ ly a Umt ; bliok ahomlniMe ditch, 

M II I nf Hi Iw of fBmrmt Sly*, and of a far worst 

iiwtti, lit m fttOifli to olmle m% in hm, days altor dliinir, toink* toe 
^rkfm MAm mm tola Moat or ditoh, from toe 
•iMili mt Ihnil witwri Teri^t^ or aldii of toe Sublet; and on tot 
Ibiirlii II li Hrllft ir*l.» wiiinf from llm ptHsade and 

t Qmtl, hM 'iMit m\f huinim iwtri* w*lklng *t it; but two 

•Ml* ihgiM pwfe »«i» II, mi twe blwk 4itU>, ijwb®!* of «»» hei^dio 
fewk «. j.^c-tuw}.* ■bewit te Wr Htt«y mf ; Itom two bliiok 
Hieijr m it«», »litoh'»re tWoui wroteboi wJtW, «>d many timw 
tin j>s,'=<ioiu(it*r'! » Ai ptbapa w» *MI ***> o” »®'"® (usoaaion. 



400 APPEENTICESHIP, FIRST STAGE [bookiv. 

[1713-1733 

This is Bridge firsts leading to the Court and to the outer Highway ; a 
King’s gentleman, going to bed at mgbt, has always to pass these Bears. 
Bridge second leads us southward to a common Mill which is near by ; 
its clacking audible upon the common Stream of the region, and not 
unpleasant to his Majesty, among its meadows fringed with alders, in 
a country of mere and moor. Bridge third, directly opposite to Bridge 
first and its Bears, leads you to the Garden ; whither Mamma, playing 
tocadille all day with her women, will not, or will not often enough, let 
us poor girls go.’^ 

Such is Wusterhausen, as delineated by a vehement 
Princess, some years hence, — who becomes at last intelligible, 
by study and the aid of our Silesian Tourist. It is not 
distinguished among Country Palaces : but the figure of 
Friedrich Wilhelm asleep there after dinner, regardless of the 
flaming sun (should he sleep too long and the shadow of his 
linden quit him),- — ^this is a sight which no other Palace in 
the world can match ; this will long render Wusterhausen 
memorable to me. His Majesty, early always as the swallows, 
hunts, I should suppose, in the morning ; dines and sleeps, 
we may perceive, till towards three, or later. His Official 
business he will not neglect, nor shirk the hours due to it ; 
toward sunset there may be a walk or ride with Fritz, or 
Feekin and the womankind : and always, in the evening, his 
Majesty holds Tabagie, Tdbdks-CoTkgkmi (Smoking College, 
kind of Tobacco-Parliament, as we mi^t name it), an Insti- 
tution punctually attended to by his Majesty, of which we 
shall by and by speak more. At Wusterhausen his Majesty 
holds his Smoking Session mostly in the open air, oftenest 
‘ on the steps of the Great Fountain’ (how arranged, as to 
seating and canvas-screening, I cannot say) ; — smokes there, 
with his Grumkows, Derschans, Anhalt-Dessaus, and select 
Friends, in various slow talk; till Night kindle her mild 
darli^ts, shake down her dark curtains over all Countri«Sj 
and admonish weary mortals that it is now bedtime. 

muscfc <d the Picturesque in this aatamral fife trf our 
» Zmec, Bri^eMerSeUesiat (Berlin, 1792), L 2, 3 ; Wilhelmina, i. 364, 365. 
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little Boy. But he has employments in abundance; and 
these make the permitted open air, under any terms, a delight. 
He can rove about with Duhan among the gorse and heath, 
and their wild summer tenantry winged and wingless. In the 
woodlands are wild swine, in the meres are fishes, otters ; the 
drowsy Hamlets, scattered round, awaken in an interested 
manner at the sound of our pony-hoofs and dogs. Mitten- 
walde, where are shops, is within riding distance ; we could 
even stretch to Kopenik, and visit in the big Schloss there, if 
Duhan were willing, and the cattle fresh. From some church- 
steeple or sand-knoll, it is to be hoped, some blue streak of 
the Lausitz Hills may be visible : the Sun and the Moon and 
the Heavenly Hosts, these full certainly are visible ; and on 
an Earth which everywhere produces miracles of all kinds, 
from the daisy or heather-bell up to the man, one place is 
nearly equal to another for a brisk little Boy. 

Fine Palaces, if Wusterhausen he a sorry one, are not 
wanting to our young Friend : whatsoever it is in the power 
of architecture and upholstery to do for him, may be con- 
sidered withal as done. Wusterhausen is but a Hunting- 
lodge for some few Autumn weeks : the Berlin Palace and 
the Potsdam, grand buildings both, few Palaces in the world 
surpass them ; and there, in one or the other of these, is our 
usual residence. — Little Fritz, besides his young Finkensteins 
and others of the like, has Cousins, children of his Grand- 
father's Half-brothers, who are comrades of his. For the 
Great Elector, as we saw, was twice wedded, and had a second 
set of sons and daughters: two of the sons had children; 
certain of these are about the Crown-Prince’s own age, 
^ Cousins’ of his (strictly speaking, Half-cousins of hk 
FatTier*s\ who are much about him in his young days, — and 
more or less afterwards, according to the worth they proved 
to have. Margraves and Margravines of Schwedt, — ^there 
are five or six of such young Cousins. Not to mention the 
eldest, Friedrich Wilhelm by name, who is now come to man- 
hood (bom 1700) who wished much m after years to have 
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Wilhelmina to wife; but had to put-up with a younger 
Princess of the House, and ought to have been thankful 
This one has a younger Brother, Heinrich, slightly Fritss'^s 
senior, and much his comrade at one time ; of whom we shall 
transiently hear again. Of these two the Old Dessauer is 
Uncle ; if both his Majesty and the Crown-Prince should die, 
one of these would be king. A circumstance which Wilhel- 
mina and the Queen have laid well to heart, and build many 
wild suspicions upon, in these years i As that the Old 
Dessauer, with his gunpowder face, has a plot one day to 
assassinate his Majesty, — ^plot evident as sunlight to Wilhel- 
mina and Mamma, which providentially came to nothing ;• — 
and other spectral notions of theirs.^ The Father of these 
two Margraves (elder of the two Half-brothers that have 
children) died in the time of old King Friedrich, eight or 
nine years ago. Theii Mother, the scheming old Margravine, 
whom I always fancy to dress in high colours, is still living, 
— as Wilhelmina well knows ! 

Then, by another, the younger of those old Half-brothers, 
there is a Karl, a second IWedrich Wilhelm, Cousin-Margraves; 
plenty of Cousins ; — and two young Margravines among them,® 
the youngest about Fritz’s own age.® No want of Cousins ; 

^ Wilhelmina, i. 35, 41. ® Mi^aelis, i. 

* JVbu of the Coustn-Margrams , — Great Elector, by Ms Seoomd Wife Imd Five 
Sons, Two of whom left Qiildren; — as follows (so far as they concern us,— the 
others omitted ) : 

I®. Son Fhilip^s Children (Mother the Old I)essauer*s Sister) are ; Friedrich 
Wilhelm (1700)^ who wished much, but in vaM, to marry Wiheteina. Heinrich 
Friedrich (1709)1 a comrade of Fritz’s in youth ; sometimes getting into scrapes ; 
— ^misbehaved, some way, at the Battle of Molwitz (first of Friedrich’s Battles), 
1741, and was inexorably cut by the new Edng, ahd continued under a cloud 
thenceforth.— This (‘PMp Wilhelm’) died lyil, Ms torty 4 Mrd year; 

Widow long survived him. 

2®. ^oxy Alherds Children (Mother a Courland Princess) are: Karl (1705); 
lived near Ctlstrin 5 became a femed captMh, in the Silesian Wars, under his 
Cbusin Friedrich (l 7 oi) ; fell at Molwitz, 1741. Friedrich Wilhelm (« Miurpwl 
Friedrich Wiiielm''‘MOta‘' 2, of his now Majesty, it ishhe)5, 

I„7i4;, kiMedat Prag, by a caimon-shot (at King Frie^iriA’S -hand, reoonnoteMg 
the place), 1744, — ^This Albert (* Albert Friedrich’) died suddenly 1731, 
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the Crown -Prince seeing much of them all ; and learning 
pleasantly their various qualities, which were good in most, 
in some not so good, and did not turn out supreme in any 
case. But, for the rest. Sister Wilhelmina is his grand con- 
federate and companion; true in sport and in earnest, in joy 
and in sorrow. Their truthful love to one another, now and 
till death, is probably the brightest element their life yielded 
to either of them. 

What might be the date of Fritz’s first appearance in the 
Boucoulles ^ Soiree held on Wednesdays,’ in the Enkenstein 
or any other Soiree, as an independent fignre, I do not know. 
But at the proper time, he does appear there, and with dis- 
tinction not extrinsic alone; — talks delightfully in such 
places ; can discuss, even with French Divines, in a charmingly 
ingenious manner. Another of his elderly consorts I must 
mention : Colonel Camas, a highly cultivated Frenchman 
(French altogether hy parentage and breeding, though born 
on Prussian land), who was Tutor, at one time, to some of 
those young Margraves. He has lost an arm, — ^left it in 
those Italian Campaigns, under Anhalt-Dessau and Eugene ; 
— ^but by the aid of a cork substitute, dextrously managed, 
almost hades the want. A gallant soldier, fit for the 
diplomacies too ; a man of fine high ways.^ And then his 
Wife- — ^In fact, the Camas House, we perceive, had from an 
early time been one of the Crown-Prince’s haunts. Madam 
Cam^ is a German Lady ; but for genial elegance, for 
wit and wisdom and goodness, could not readily be paralleled 
in France or elsewhere. Of both these Camases ihere will 
be kfnoipable and important mention by and by; especially 
of the Lady, whom he continues to call ^ Mamma’ for fifty 
years to come, and corresponds with in a very beautiful and 
htunan fashion. 

Under these auspices, in such environment^ dimly visible 
MUitair-Le^ikon, u ^oS. 
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tri lit WiHlrif'lifiitM’li W»4 «■! w tit Ir, r?T, |}iif‘ triiisirk iililsial 
lilllr rri*#|.| 4 \iiii'r of lin I c?i!ur^ ':;p, 

%rt 


r II ri“ i: H 

Till: lllTHr t.lil, 11*4 4,% In 

Fuft: Hill 'll ,, l»iit W^ti^ 

|rrllilll»t"ll «f ^lirp^i'rr li*’ 1^'?%% l»\ lln'Jr Ii« l■%*k isf irittir^ils^ 
IliiritJ IjilMiiir* wtsirli* n^rii in tiw r'tu'4eirii W"ii'> 

lirl III i!iir« fill! At tliw’ lir mm «r»nri»fini|^ 

IiiitnirlittiiA fiir liis iilll*^ tViii4’'ip’9 cuvil ^rimkiu’g 

lltttlrr I.!»ip m^\h Iv#|.fl‘ 

anil tiiiii'*li Ilf lib nwn |*i tliink i*f, fiir'rip ia r%ty»iir«iitt 
IVililinil mtimgh tsi IW twirli 

III liii tl*'Mn:/!i!;- wtll'nil, ai»«l $m dm$h% iii^iriiiiifwl 

tif aiiiiil llir t♦.lWlrr■n-:r!«»l|i!«, lliissimw nf llir llmbltif'rg 

!*rtlll»i|illii» ; wliirli b r^nrailig In m III llurst© 

Alltllflill itiimfli* 17 IP. 

liiilw'^l ilii# Vmf 171!! mm m j%«>S'ln 'ulttili ftii* 

|liltl» ^t7lb b Hin ymu frf * iir'|»lsfi|M^ rti^fll* / winSrii |«4f4l 
»t llmnilrnliirrii tm jminwt *4 Hb ; '«i'iiti aknil 

tif ||||f|i«ii*t*^ ilml.ll ; 'l^lt'irii f«f liv ri|»w* j 

tpitmiiiiTit ififtile In lirr , ii#i*l ‘ . %tc? 

lill«ii i lliit|.kft.* f*iHi.iwifig ^ ® Alwl tl» 

* Ilf ttn wHirii I to nlil nri? ‘tf* 

fiill.# liktwlinf, Ito trii^b nf II falk, iii 17 1 i* t>l tlrin'riil lit# 

* Ifting.atbn MiiIiI»ii'|a#||* iirto mm m mwm liitiig^nri'Sitt f4«4t^:llfffi 

mriil .I%rp?f iif Itwai I #lt ^ wiwlng liliirk 

lou’;-. totW’^fi kVtolricli ai^l ito .4' I.* ,;■ 

CiitirtJi.| mui * Itoir |<i to »fi«|il tifii 

»ia« tlaji liy liitwl nitflaiia* mjiSrilri'l fist til 

Htti^ twirtoiRini no tlmt Fiwlririi V\ ftll 

lito H plww of mml tm biif tt#|ft 

• I, 
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till! %vil!i ;i I MU' irf ols uimUt lils piUuw of tw$ 

t IlifiiMutruoii of tine kinti, and intensely 
In ri}i‘»!iieh Willirliii; wliam kViedrich Wilhelm 
liiisi ill k«’d to. Ui\ Ii*»til of, irs\ thin very yi‘m\ and ultimately 
ii'iiiitJ iiiiiiii fin* Hininiir .nifat tvtmder <»f niiuikind of Hm, 
m In* niiil ^lill filling nmiiy {ingcss of the old Books, 
a liHif ntuitt Mitfirr, and we will say nothing farther. But 
till, of tlo'' I iriil* Prote.Htant*«i though also rather an 
101 .*% ^fil! mane rhiiins on m* ''fhiH, in justice 
III I hr * iiiiirtiryh'itr iini!i of geniuH^' and for other reasons, we 
iior/f riidrooiir ft* fvoiH*ilide ft little. 


fif htif t'fil', iCm'l liiiiip: Him he ^it a Wife kng dme^ 
aiiil ifiil in the World 


11$rre iis y**aw, at Ihndelherg, m Elector- 

IhilritjMr.ft kind tmnj«’rrd Init fdmij'it and soinewhat unrewon- 
ftldr iiht gi*idlriiifoi* isow verging towanfs sixty, Earl Philip 
tiv tifMor * win \\m roitie id.liwart the Bmhn (hurt and its 
nflhtrn nii*ir llniii *mre ; and will again do mi, in a singularly 
d.s'4uri:n.ni.t wav. hVoiii lafon* I’Ynnlrkh Willieinfs birth, all 
tfiriiiigli I dlirlui s life ft.iid fartln^r, tins hail 1. hihp 

k ri ^foiiililtiig tiiiw. His first feat in life waa that 

Ilf niniiiiig off with a Pnwian IViiieesH from Berlin | the 
rmi'ioiir .of w'ld*'h wa?! ?^ldl ai its height when hiici.irich 'W'll- 
lielffu. ft fMi!ifr,dd lifter, riime Into the world,— the gossips 
.til! talking of it, we iiiiiy fnnry, when Friedrich Wilhelm 
wii.» lird 'iwiuldlwi i%ii iiiihearthof thing; the manner of 
w1iir.lt 


Itriwiew ilftVr |>i.rrlia|i 


ftirKotiPn, thnt old ling Friedrich i. 


t ll,.i «.a«4 in ‘ m<\ «.f 1717' | «*1«! «l«i« »?e*r, often privately to 

ih« , .4n|*i>¥. |»..l«.ntoK the t'-yn* wit** J wiilnirew w the H^e, suspect- 

11:,“., ....«»!< K..iw wlM nut of f Tcrr.tonr to 

ite. it, Hfnmha, srnmg Ilk.l. f..« rnrmtmn 

pltfM, imt. Ar»t<» <?»»• ‘n **‘**’«>‘> *“■ *9». 3°* > Fwismarm, 

|l. III I ilk 
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in » way, ntumiui*' In(i.s|inu-k, fightijip; tlus Turks, 

lint, lately, his eltirr Brother diwl chiUIlcsH (ywvr 1716); and 
left hitw Ku»riir .l of the Pfalx, His fair llatlzivil is dead 
long ttgt» ; *he, and a Min-c sor, or it may 1 m; two. Except 
ntio ll iii hlt r, whom the fair Undzivil loft him, he has no 
ohiklren ; ami in thwi times, I think, iivoa with a third Wife, 
ttf the fiitJul kiml. 

His MSireity ^ progeny is not so indifTerent to my readers 
as tBey might supfKsw. This new Kur-P/hlx (Elector-Palatine) 
Karl itiiiip is l»y goiwaloi'v who, thinks the reader ? Pfalz- 
Xrutni*'" by lino; own Gmntison of tlmt Wolfgang Wilhelm, 
wiiti g«»t th« slap on the face long since, on account of tk; 
f matter ! it has come rtmnd, Tlie Line of 

Sinmmrn dW mt, \Vin». r King's Gramdson the last of that ; 
and tbwi, m right was, the line of Nenlniig took the top 
plni*, and bemno K«r-l*fal«. lire first of tl>ae was this 
Karl l»hilip'* EtdhiT.wm of the lh-.slapp«l ; an old man when 
Im WMtSBoded. Karl Hiilip is the Ihirtl Kur-Pfak of the 
Si I'.hii!;-: litmi his childlem rider Brtjteer (he who collected 
tlm llotowi at nil . .. !d..»f, <mc« noteWe them) was second 
of th« 'N’ndturg--., ITwy now, we say, «« Electors-Palatiue, 
il«^ idT tlm Hmme and, we need not arid, along witlr 
their Kkriorate and N.-dmrg amnlry, jMisaess the Cleve- 
JiiUrh Mobtf «r Iloritegc, ri»«t which there was such 
w M! 1 . -tn; in time past. Nay the last Kur-Ffak resided there, 
and willBetod the * ntimeldorf Gallery,’ m m have just said ; 
^htw^ .lari IMip prefers Hridetherg hitherto. 

T© Fritririrh WUhrim too iwarrity of progeny is a thnee- 
find. .For if this actual Ncubuig toould leave no 
mate hair, a* k w»w humanly probable,— the line of Neu- 
Imm K.‘» i’ out ; Mil tl«® great things ought to follow for 
tmr lltmm. TTmn, by the last Bargain, made in 

Hit if), with all 'i.th'tHidl V, between the Great Elector, our 
<»»Aitdfrttfn*f Ilf famous Hwnmrv, and your serene lather 
tte? th*a» Pfalz Nwdwirg, subsotiueatly lur-Pfals, likewte of 
fatwuM utmooi v , sou of rim Btshtppcil, "the whole Hentage 



408 APPRENTICESHIP, FIRST STAGE [book IV. 

II7I3-J:733 

falls to Prussia, no other Pfalz Branch having thenceforth 
the least claim to it. Bargain was express ; signed, sealed, 
sanctioned, drawn-out on the due extent of sheepskin, which 
can still be read. Bargain clear enough : but will this Karl 
Philip incline to keep it ? 

That may one day be the interesting question. But that 
is not the question of controversy at present ; not that, but 
another ; for Karl Philip, it would seem, is to be a frequent 
stone-of-stumbling to the Prussian House. The present ques- 
tion is of a Protestant-Papist matter ; into which Friedrich 
Wilhelm has been drawn by his public spirit alone. 


Karl Philip and his Heidelberg Protestants 

The Pfalz population was, from of old, Protestant-Cal- 
vinist ; the Electors-Palatine used to be distinguished for 
their forwardness in that matter. So it still is with the 
Pfalz population ; but with the Electors, now that the 
House of Simmern is out, and that of Neuburg in, it is not 
so. The Neuburgs, ever since that slap on the face, have 
continued Popish ; a sore fact for this Protestant population, 
when it got them for Sovereigns. Karl Philip’s Father, am 
old soldier at Vienna, and the elder Brother, a Collector of 
Pictures at Diisseldorf, did not outwardly much molest the 
creed of their subjects. Protestants, and the remnant of 
Catholics (remnant naturally rather expanding now that the 
Court shone on it), were allowed to live in peace, according 
to the Treaty of Westphalia, or nearly so; dividing the 
churches and chruch-revenues equitably between them, as 
directed there. But now that Karl Philip is come in, there 
is no mistaking his procedures. He has come home to Heidel- 
berg with a retinue of Jesuits ahmit him ; to whom tihe poor 
old gentleman, looking before and aft® on this troublous 
world, finds it salutary to give ear. 

Hisnibblings at Protestant rights, his contrivances to slide 
Catholics into dmrdhes which were not theirs, and the like 
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foul iJ.’i', ill tlwk* luaUrr, hml Im'I'h w»m»wful to wo, for some 
time jMwi I'.itrlor «»f Mniiw, (’hief-rnesl of (JcTiminy, 

is Imsy i« tl>f ««»« ‘liioiiiojn ; ho nntl others. Indeed, 
over »i»t» of Uyswiek, wlioro Isolds xiv. surrep- 

tituMisly inlnsiutn! ik a-rtain *riiitiw,' wliieh could never be 
gut rid' of nibbling ikggrcMsiotiH of Unis kind have gone 

on mows »*«l »»»«»«•• Altviiys Uw shiggishly rk-sistal by the 
(’nrpm i'u.-nr.tt, in the Diob or ot hcrw isc, the ‘Unitetl 

l*n»twtai»t Sttv,-n .1 * not Ixdng an active ‘Body’ there. 
And now luon* ’ • : > b!y than ever; said f-'or/nw having 
Angtist Kh*et«*r t»f Sajtiaiy* t’alhoUc (Shnni-f’atholic) King of 
Bolatid, for lla Utlicial Heat! ; ‘ Akigiwt the I’hysically Strong,’ 
a wan liighly HnronceriMsl for watlk'rn Kv.'ing« IIc;il ! So that 
the kfibldin- go »*n WWW and wkirwi. An offence to all 
Brotewtiint Kkdfw who had any conwienct* ; at length an 
untwarntde one to i Viwlriih V\ ilie-lm, who, alone of them all, 
dtatidcal to iittkou im effertkknlly, aw! wiy, at whatever risk 
tlkere ndflkt «ml aliiwi it ! 

Kw! llkilip, after «owe nihblings, look-up the Ileidellx'rg 
tlalwlibro (wliieli ratKlully will* Bic Miect ‘ itlolatnms ’), imd 
oitlensd *ftid t’ntwhiww, an Aiithoriws! Book, to a>ase in his 
ihmiinlMni. lliJwmn-t’iiwH'l, a l‘rotM»tant lu-ighhour, pleaded, 
FrietWrU W illa-tm glooming in the rear; hut 
to no jmrfaw. tfor cdd g.mtl. imiu, ht» Prieste being very 
d«lig<|*t tijmn him, ihcided next to get powiission of the 
/f, fA? ? A'inAr (I'lmn-h of the Holy (Ihost, principfd 
of WorJItip at lleiileliwrg), and wake it his principal 
(’atlo dka! Omwli tliw. By Treaty of Wmtplialia, or peacc- 

« * rfr¥.«« /‘Swr#* 4'>fkk ‘ li rt*« iedi«k«t name d h. JPhntiiA Arikh 

•HtwUlr* ttai* K»tiB t****** ****** 5‘«**‘*«'***y «£* mannef of town* and 

Btser*. la the me. tmuefc imrmt, (Kwtewh*; too, In Iste 

W« Iw th* mU King. •’ A. •.* r-.uam v) t Cimit of /SwrtA Artiek (added 

to lt,V a f|«ir**. •*» w - '"•'■**** »*"<»*»» ***“« 

* AVA-.>«* « CmiMi MmatiA, in Imis m miiimtit, in ttaiu fm #«« «si 

, gijHMiB.Citihwlte ftllfkm lo eoMlnne a* it now i» ’ (t* wt Imve made 

It trt toj * to MirSi lowM *114 fttoiwi.' Which r/xKW R*ve rise to very great hut 

InrflWilBiil IswwrtMtjt and tlelailag. {Svhttll, Trnith de Pnix (l*af# 1817 ), !• 
411 »j ««»;l»l»ol* ) hj 4 okr,i.-'.--A.--'V- j etc.) 
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bad usage, and ever worse ; and no ilirrjnm Eva/ngeliconm, 
or appointed Wateb-dog doing other than hang its eiws, and 
look sorry for itself and us ! — 

The Ileidfdbergers, however, had applied to Friedrich 
Wilhelm among others. Friedrich. Wilhelm, who had long 
looked on those Anti-Protestant phenomena with increasing 
anger, found now that this of the Heidelberg Catechism and 
Kirdie was enough to make one’s patience ran 
over. Your unruly Catholic bull, plunging about, and goring 
men in that mod absurd manner, it will behove that some- 
body take him by the honis, or by the tail, and teach him 
manners. Teach him, not by vocal precepts, it is likely, 
which would avail nothing on such a brute, but by practical 
cudgelling and scourging to the due pitch. Pacific Friedrich 
Wilhelm perceived that he himself would have to do that 
disagreeable feat: — the growl of him, on coming to such 
resolution, must have been consolatory to these poor Heidel- 
bergers, when they applied !— His plan is very simple, as the 
plans of gt'nius are; but a plan leading direct to the end 
desired, and probably tbo only one that would have done so, 
in the circumstances. Cudgel in hand, he takes the Catholic 
hull, — -shall we say, by the horns? — more properly perhaps 
by the tail ; and teaches him manners. 


Friedrkh WIlHim'.f Mfihocl ; — frowx remedial m ffcidelberg 

Friedrich Wilhelm’s first step, of course, was to remonstrate 
pacifically with his Serene Highness on the Heidelberg-Church 
affair : from this he probably expected nothing ; nor did he 
get anything. Getting nothing from this, and the counten- 
ance of external Protestant Powers, especially of George i. and 
the Dutch, being promised him in ulterior measures, he 
directed his Administrative Officials in Magdeburg, in Minden, 
in Hamerslehcn, where are Catholic Foundations of import- 
ance, to assemble the Catholic Canons, Abbots, chief Meats 
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and all whom it might concern in these three Places, and to 
signify to them as follows : 

^From us, your Protestant Sovereign, you yourselves and 
all men will witness, you have hitherto had the best of usage, 
fair-play, according to the Law's of the Reich^ and even more. 
With the Protestants of Heidelberg, on the part of the 
Catholic Powers, it is different. It must cease to be different ; 
it must become the same. And to make it do so, you are the 
implement I have. Sorry for it, but there is no other handy. 
From this day your Churches also are closed, your Public 
Worship ceases, and furthermore your Revenues cease ; and all 
makes dead halt, and falls torpid in respect of you. Prom 
this day ; and so continues, till the day (may it be soon !) when 
the Heidelberg Church of the Holy Ghost is opened again, 
and right done in that question. Be it yours to speed such 
day : it is you that can and will, you who know those high 
Catholic regions, inaccessible to your Protestant Sovereign. 
Till then you are as dead men ; temporarily fallen dead for a 
purpose. And herewith God have you in his keeping 1 ’ ^ 

That was Friedrich Wilhelm’s plan ; the simplest, but pro- 
bably the one effectual plan. Infallible this plan, if you dare 
stand upon it ; which Friedrich Wilhelm does. He has a 
formidable Army, ready for fight ; a Treasury or Army-chest 
in good order. George i. seconds, according to bargain ; 
shuts the Catholic Church at Zelle in his Liineberg Country, 
in like fashion ; Dutch, too, and Swiss will endorse the 
matter, should it grow too serious. All which, involving 
some diplomacy and correspondence, is managed with the due 
promptitude, moreover.^ And so certain doors are locked ; 
and Friedrich Wilhelm’s word, unalterable as gravitation, has 
gone forth. In this manner is the mad Catholic bull taken 

^ ^ i. 347, 349. 

® Cbiwch of Zelle shut up, 4th November; Minden, 28th November ; Mon- 
astery of Hamersleben, 3d December, etc. (Putter, Bhtorische Eftt^icke* 
hmg der hmtigen Staatsverfassun^ des TeutscJim Reichs^ Gottingen, 1788, ii. 
3 S 4 » 390). 
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by the ktil : keep fast bokl^ and apply your cudgel duly in 
tluvfc attitude, be will not gore you any more ! 

The l\fagttt‘l)urg-IIainerskbeii people shrieked piteously; 
not to Fri(;drieb Wilbelmj^ wboiu they knew to be deaf on 
that sitle of bis beiul^ but to the Kaiser, to the Pope, to the 
Se!*enity of Heidelberg. Serene Highness of Heidelberg was 
iniuh buffed ; IvaiHer dreadfully so, and wrote heavy menacing 
rc‘l)ukeH. To wbicli Friedrich Wilbebn listened with a mini- 
mum of i*eply ; keeping firm hold of the tail, in such bellow- 
ing of the animal. The end was, Serene Highness had to 
comply ; within three months, Kaiser, Serene Highness and 
the other j)arlies interested, found that there would be 
nothing for it hut to compose ihemselveKS, and do what was 
just* Aj)ril HJth, 17S(), the Protestants are reinstated in 
tlmir IMlige-(ivut Khrhe; Heidelberg Catechism goes its 
free course again, May 16ih; and one Baron Reck^ is 
appointed Commissioner, from the Corpus Evmgeliconm^ to 
TIei<k;Iherg ; who continues rigorously inspecting (Church 
matters there for a considerable time, much to the grief of 
Highm\ss and *h*suits, till he can rejjort that all is as it 
HhouUl be on that lumd. Karl PIuHp felt so disgusted with 
these results, lie nmioved his Court, that same year, to Mann- 
heim ; c}uittcd Ileidelhcrg ; to the discouragement and visible 
<lecay of tluj places ; ami, in spite of humble petitions and 
remonstrances, tu‘ver w<mld return ; neither he nor those that 
followed Intn would shift from Mannheim again, to this day* 


Enmmm Majesip hm (Jhplamul ilw Kmser and the 
Al'Hff of Poland 

Friedrich \Vilh(*luds iiraises from the IVotestant public 
were great, on tJiis occasion. Nor can we, who lie much 
fartlier from it in every sense, refuse him some grin of 
iipproval. Act, and maimer of doing the act, are creditably 
of a piece with Friedrich Wilhelm ; physiognomic of the 

^ Mkhi^lls, IL 95 1 PMteic, ii. 3841 390 1 Buebhok, pp. 61-63. 
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rugged veracious man. It is one of several such acts done 
him : for it was a duty apt to recur in Germany, in his 
This duty Friedrich Wilhelm, a solid Protestant after his sojH 
and convinced of the ^ nothingness and nonsensicality ( 
grwid und Absurditdt) of Papistry/ was always honoiira.l>3 
prompt to do. There is an honest bacon-and-greens co33 
science in the man ; almost the one conscience you can findL i 
any royal man of that day. Promptly, without tremiilon 
counting of costs, he always starts up, solid as oak, on "fcEi 
occurrence of such a thing, and says, ^ That is unjust ; contr^x 
to the Treaty of Westphalia; you will have to put dow: 
that ! ’ — ^And if words avail not, his plan is always this sancx^ 
Clap a similar thumbscrew, pressure equitably calculated, o; 
the Catholics of Prussia ; these can complain to their 
and Jesuit Dignitaries : these are under thumbscrew till 'fcti 
Protestant pressure be removed. Which always did rec*fcif 
the matter in a little time. One other of these instances, tlxa 
of the Salzburg Protestants, the last such instance, as th.is c 
Heidelberg was the first, will by and by claim notice from xxs 
It is very observable, how Friedrich Wilhelm, hatinj 
quarrels, was ever ready to turn out for quarrel on such, eui 
occasion; though otherwise conspicuously a King who shstii 
well at home, looking after his own affairs ; meddling with xx* 
neighbour that would be at peace with him. This propeirl: 
is Friedrich Wilhelm'^s ^ sphere of political activity ’ amoxxj 
his contemporaries , this small quasi-domestic sphere, of foa: 
bidding injury to Protestants. A most small sphere, J^xx 
then a genuine one . nor did he seek even this, had it xxo 
forced itself upon him. And truly we might ask, What last 
become of the other more considerable ^ spheres ’ in tlast 
epoch ? The supremest loud-trumpeting ‘ political activities 
which then filled the world and its newspapers, what has *fcla^ 
upshot of them universally been ? Zero and oblivion ; 
other. While this poor Fiiedrich-Wilhelm sphere is perlxap? 
still a countable quantity. Wise is he who stays well stj 
home, and does the duty he finds lying there 
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Great favour from the Protestant public : but, on tbe 
other baud, his Majesty had given otlence in high places. 
What help for it? The thing was a point of conscience 
with him ; natural to the surly Iloyal Overseer, going his 
rouiuls in the world, stick in hand ! Ilowevei", the Kaiser 
was altogether gloomy of brow at such disobedience. A 
Kaiser unfriendly to Friedrich Wilhelm . witness that of the 
UiUtr-Dunst (our unreasonable Magdeburg Hitters, counten- 
anced by him, on such terms, in such style too), and other 
oflensive iiistances that could be given. Perhaps the Kaiser 
will not always continue gloomy of biw ; perhaps the 
thoughts of the Imperial breast may alter, on our behalf 
or his own, one day ? — 

Nor could King August the Physically Strong be glad to 
see his * Director ’ function virtually superseded, in this 
triumphant way. A year or two ago, Friedrich Wilhelm 
had with the due cautions and politic reserves, inquired of 
the Corpus F/tuDiffdkxyrujn, ‘ If they thought the present 
Directomhip (that of August the Physically Strong) a good 
one ? ’ and ‘ Whether ho, Friedrich Wilhelm, ought not per- 
haps himself to be Director ?’ — ^'Po which, though the answer 
was clear as noonday, this poor Corpus had only mumbled 
some ‘ Quieta ww motm-e,' or other wise-foolish saw ; and 
helplcswly shrugged its shoulders.^ But King August him- 
self, -—though a jovial social kind of animal, quite otherwise 
occupied in the world ; busy prcnlucing his Three-hundred 
and fifty-four Bastards there, and not careful of Church 
matt«r 8 at all, — had expressed his indignant surprise. And 
now, it would seem nevertheless, though the title remains 
where it was, the function has fallen to another, who actually 
does it : a thing to provoke comparisons in the public. 

Clement the Hungarian Forger, vendor of false state- 

* 1717-1719, when Aapst’s k'mprim, Heir-Apparent, likewise declared him- 
self Papist, to the horror and astonishment of poor Saxony, and wedded the late 
Kaiser Joseph's Daughter »— not to Father August’s horror ; who^ was steering 
towards ‘popularity In Poland,' ‘hereditary Polish Crown,' etc. with the young 
nan. (Buohhols, L 53 *S($<) 
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secrets, is well hanged; went to the gallows (18th April 
1720) with much circumstance, just two days before that 
Heidelberg Church was got reopened. But the suspicions 
sown by Clement cannot quite be abolished by the hanging of 
him : Forger indisputably ; but who knows whether he had 
not something of fact for basis ? What with Clement, what 
with this Heidelberg business, the Court of Berlin has fallen 
wrong with Dresden, with Vienna itself, and important clouds 
have risen. 


There is an absurd Flame of War^ blown out hy Admiral 

Byng ; and a new Man of Genius announces himself to the 

dim Popdations. 

The poor Kaiser himself is otherwise in trouble of his own, 
at this time. The Spaniards and he have fallen out, in spite 
of Utrecht Treaty and Rastadt ditto; the Spaniards have 
taken Sicily from him ; and precisely in those days while Karl 
Philip took to shutting-up the Heilige-Geist Church at Heidel- 
berg, there was, loud enough in all the Newspapers, silent as 
it now is, a ^ Siege of Messina’ going on; Imperial and 
Piedmontese troops doing duty by land, Admiral Byng still 
more effectively by sea, for the purpose of getting Sicily back. 
Which was achieved by and by, though at an extremely 
languid pace.^ One of the most tedious Sieges ; one of the 
paltriest languid Wars (of extreme virulence and extreme 
feebleness, neither party having any cash left), and for an 
object which could not be excelled in insignificance. Object 
highly interesting to Kaiser Karl vi. and Elizabeth Farnese 
Termagant Queen of Spain, These two were red, or even 
were pale, with interest in it; and to the rest of Adam’s 

^ Byng’s Seafight, loth August 1718 (Campbell’s Lives of the Admirals, iii. 
468) ; whereupon the Spaniards, who had hardly yet completed their capture of 
Mesana, are besieged it ; — 29th October 1719, Messina retaken (this is the 
'Siege of Messina’): February 1720, Peace is clapt up (the chief article, that 
Alberoni shall be packed away), and a ' Congress of Cambrai* is to meet, and 
settle everything. 
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Fostfi-iLv it was not. iniriiiHically wortlx an ounce of gunpowder, 
many tons of that, ami of hottw commodities as they had to 
spend upon it. 'rnu*, the Spanish Navy got well lamed in the 
business ; Spanish Fliad. blown mostly to destruction, — ‘ Roads 
of Messina, lOth August 171B,’ by the dextrous Byng (a 
creditable handy fJgui'e both in Fence and War) and his con- 
siderable Sealiglit there :-™if that was an object to Spain or 
mankind, that was iuvomplished. But the ‘War,’ except that 
many men wt'ri* killtHl in it, and much vain babble was uttered 
upon it, ranks oUnTwise with that of Don Quixote, for 
e.omjuesl. of lilt' em'hantetl Helmet of Mambrino, which when 
lookwl into proved to Im a Barber’s Basin. 

(’(ingress of (kuubrai, and other high Gatherings and con- 
vulsive Doings, which all proved futile, and look almost like 
laplnnd witchcraft now to ua, will have to follow this futility 
of a War. It is the first of a long series of enchanted 
adventures, on which Kais(*r Karl,- — duelling with that Spanish 
Virago, Satan's Invisible World in the rear of her, — ^has now 
ctnlmrktKl, to the ww; of mankind, for the rest of his life. 
The fimt of thi»se terrilico-ludicrous paroxysms of crisis into 
whicli he throws the European Universe; he with his 
F.nchaiitei BarlH;r*a-Bii.sin enterprises; — as perhaps was fit 
enough, in an epoch jircstded over by the Nightmares. Con- 
gress of Citinhrai is to follow ; and much else equally spectral. 
About all which there will Ik; enough to say anon ! For it 
was a fearful ojicmtion, though a ludicrous one, this of the 
poor Kaiser ; and it tormentetl not the big Nations only, and 
threw an absuni Europe into paroxysm after paroxysm ; but 
it whirled up, in its widt* swc('piug skirts, our little Fritz and 
his Sister, and ahnwt dashed the lives out of them, as we shall 
see ! Which last is jierhaps tlie one claim it now has to a 
cursojy mention from mankind. 

Byng's Seaflght, done with due dexterity of manoeuvering, 
and then wiHi due emphasis of broadsiding, decisive of that 
alisurd War, «id almost the one creditable action in it, dates 
itself 1 0th August 1718. And about three months later, on 
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the mimic stage at Paris there came out a piece, CEdvpe the 
title of it,^ by one Fran 9 ois Arouet, a young gentlema about 
twenty-two ; and had such a run as seldom was ; — apprising 
the French Populations that, to all appearance, a new man of 
genius had appeared among them (not intimating what work 
he would do) ; and greatly angering old M. Ainuet of the 
Chamber of Accounts ; who thereby found his Son as good as 
cast into the whirlpools, and a solid Law-career thenceforth 
impossible for the young fool. — ^The name of that ^ M. Arouet 
junior ’ changes itself, some years hence, into M. de Voltaire ; 
under which latter designation he will conspicuously reappear 
in this Narrative. 

And now we will go to our little Crown-Prince again — 
ignorant, he, of all this that is mounting up in the distance, 
and that it will envelop him one day. 


CHAPTER XI 

OF THE crown-prince’s PROGRESS IN HIS 
SCHOOLING 

WiLHELMiNA says, ^ her Brother was ^ slow ’ in learning : we 
may presume, she means idle, volatile, not always prompt in 
fixing his attention to what did not interest him. Moreover, 
he was often weakly in health, as she herself adds ; so that 
exertion was not recommendable for him. Herr von Loen (a 
witty Prussian Official, and famed man-of-letters once, though 
forgotten now) testifies expressly that the Boy was of bright 
parts, and that he made rapid progress. ^ The Crown-Prince 
manifests in this tender age ’ (his seventh year) ^ an uncommon 
capacity ; nay we may say, something quite extraordinary 
gcmz Ausssrordei^Uches^ He is a most alert and 
vivacious Prince ; he has fine and sprightly manners ; and 
^ xSth November 1718# 2 M^moireSf i. 2,2* 
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shows a certain kindly sociality, and so affectionate a dispo- 
sition that all things may be hoped of him. The French 
Lady who (under Roucoulles) ‘ has had charge of his learning 
hitherto, cannot speak of him without enthusiasm. un 

esprit angelique (A little angel),’’ she is wont to say. He 
takes up, and learns, whatever is put before him, with the 
greatest facility. ’ ^ 

For the rest, that Friedrich Wilhelm’s intentions and 
Rhadamanthine regulations, in regard to him, were fulfilled in 
every point, we will by no means affirm. Rules of such 
exceeding preciseness, if grounded here and there only on the 
sic-voloy how could they be always kept, except on the surface 
and to the eye merely ? The good Duhan, diligent to open 
his pupil’s mind, and give Nature fair-play, had practically 
found it inexpedient to tie him too rigorously to the arbitrary 
formal departments where no natural curiosity, but only order 
from without, urges the ingenious pupil. What maximum 
strictness in school-drill there can have been, we may infer 
from one thing, were there no other : the ingenious Pupil’s 
mode of spelling. Fritz learned to write a fine, free-flowing, 
rapid and legible business-hand; ^Arithmetic’ too, ^Geo- 
graphy,’ and many other Useful Knowledges that had some 
geniality of character, or attractiveness in practice, were among 
his acquisitions ; much, very much he learned in the coxn^e of 
his life ; but to spelly much more to punctuate, and subdue 
the higher mysteries of Grammar to himself, was always an 
unachievable perfection. He did improve somewhat in after 
life ; but here is the length to which he had carried that 
necessary art in the course of nine-years’ exertion, under Duhan 
and the subsidiary preceptors ; it is in the following words 
and alphabetic letters that he gratefully bids Duhan farewell, 
— ^who surely cannot have been a very strict drill-sergeant in 
the arbitrary branches of schooling ! 

^ Mon cher Duhan Je Vous promais (promets) que quandfaure^ (j’aum) 
mon propre argent en main, je Vous donnerez (donnerai) enuekment 

^ Voa Loen Kleins Sckriften, ii, 27 cited in Rodenbeck No. iv. 479)* 
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(anHuellement) 2400 ecu (ecus) par an, etje vous aimerais (oimexai) toujour 
encor (toujours encore) un peu plus qastem'e (qu’a cette lieure) s'il me 
Vest (m'est) posible (possible)/ 

^ My dear Duban^ — I promise to you^ tbat wben I shall have my money 
in my own hands^ I will give you annually 2400 crowns' (say SSOi'.) ^ emry 
year ; and that I will love you always even a little more than at present^ 
if that be possible. 

^FninERio P.R/ (Prince-Royal). 

^Potsdam le 20 de juin 1727.’ 1 

The Document has otherwise its beauty ; but such is the 
spelling of it. In fact his Grammar^ as he would himself 
now and then regretfully discern, in riper years, with some 
transient attempt or resolution to remedy or help it, seems to 
have come mainly by nature ; so likewise his ^ stylus ’ both in 
French and German, — a very fair style, too, in the former 
dialect : — but as to his spelling, let him try as he liked, he 
never came within sight of perfection. 

The things ordered with such rigorous minuteness, if but 
ai’bitrary things, were apt to be neglected; the things 
forbidden, especially in the like case, were apt to become 
doubly tempting. It appears, the prohibition of Latin gave 
rise to various attempts, on the part of Friedrich, to attain 
that desirable Language. Secret lessons, not from Duhan, but 
no doubt’ with Duhan’s connivance, were from time to time 
undertaken with this view : once, it is recorded, the vigilant 
PViedrich Wilhelm, going his rounds, came upon Fritz and one 
of his Preceptors (not Duhan but a subaltern) actually engaged 
in this illicit employment. Friedrich himself was wont to 
relate this anecdote in after life.^ They had Latin books, 
dictionaries, grammars on the table, all the contrabrand 
apparatus; busy with it there, like a pair of coiners taken in 
the fact. Among other Books was a copy of the Golden Bull 
of Kaiser Karl iv ., — Aurea Bulla^ from the little golden bullets 
or pellets hung to it, — ^by which sublime Document, as perhaps 

^ Fteuss, i. 22. 

® Btsching, Beitr&gi m dir Lebensgesckichte denkwHrdiger Persan&u v. 33. 
Prchss, 2^ . , ' . ^ 
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wc liinit'd Itm;' a.q;t>, tvrtivin HO-ciillal l''iuulfuiu‘ntnl Constitu- 
lions, or lit. Ifiisl iurinnlilicH iind sulemu pradiccs, method of 
elcfl.ion, rule of procfilcnce, and the like, of the Holy Roman 
Enipin*, hud at lust hccn wUlwl on a HUre footing, by that 
busy UMlf Kuiscr, amne three hnndnal and lifty years before; 
a I JoemiH'iit. venerable ahnost next to the Bible in IMedrich 
Wilhelm's loyal eyes. ‘ What is this ; what are you venturing 
upon hi'TOr'’ eselninis Paternal Vigilance, in an astonished 
dan;;erous tone. " Ihm MtijtMiiU 'ifh (km Pmtzm 

Autriini eselaiuied I he Inanhliiig pedagogue: ‘Your 

Maje.sl v, I am enplaining Atitru HuUa (Golden Bull) to the 
Prinee!’ ‘ Gog, 1 will Golden-Bull you!’ said his Majesty, 
fUnnishing his nil tan, VM will tlkh, Sclturkr, he-imrmn- 
hiillnml' which sent the lerrilied wretch off at the top of his 
spml, am! einied t he bit in for that time.' 

Fried rich ’.s bd in could never come to much, under these 
impediment'. But he retuiuiHl some smatterings of it in 
malnre life; and was rntluT fund of producing his ela.ssical 
.scraps, often in an idlogethcr mouldy, and indeed hitherto 
itiespliral.l.- eoiidilion. ‘/>f ptdlimx mm e.H ili.y>iito>nlitii,' 
^Hmli jioxnAaikx,' A 'nmpilk uUmre,' ‘/fcfl/us pimpnrx xp-intm-' 
the nienning of these can lie giaissed . lint ‘ 'I'ol vcrlxui tot 
tiptmdtnt' for e%nmiil<‘, wliat. can any commentator make of 
liml f * Ft'diim knk\' ‘ Dominus rohm-nin^ ' Fkclamxtx gmta,' 
‘•Quod Ihw miUtiidum' i thesis pbrnscs too, and some three or 
four ulhcrs of this like, have been riddled from his Writings 
hy diligent men *0 /iwpara, (I wwr&t/ \ou see I dont 
forget my Ijilin,’ writes im once. 

'I'he wm-st fruit of these conlralMind operations was, that 
they involved the Boy in clandestine pmctices, secret disobedi- 
ences, apt to bo found out from time to time, and tended to 
alienate hi» Father from him. Of which sad mutual humour 
we already find traces in that early Wusterhausen Document : 

* 1 3S6* 

* P»«uM (i. 34) furniihe* the whole »tock of them. 
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‘ Not to be so dirty,’ says the reproving Father. And the 
Boy does not take to hunting at all, likes verses, story-books, 
flute-playing better ; seems to be of efieminate tendencies, an 
effeminvrter Kerl\ affects French modes, combs -out his hair 
like a cockatoo, the foolish French fop, instead of conforming 
to the Army-regulation, which prescribes close-cropping and 
a club ! 

This latter grievance Friedrich Wilhelm decided, at last, to 
abate, and have done with ; this, for one. It is an authentic 
fact, though not dated, — dating perhaps from about Fritz’s 
fifteenth year. ‘Fritz is a QjMrffehfer imd Poet,' not a 
Soldier ! would his indignant Father growl ; looking at those 
foreign effeminate ways of his. Quer^eife, that is simply 
‘German-flute,’ ‘ Cross-^e' {ot of any kind, for we 
•p.nglish have thriftily made two useful words out of the 
Peutsch root); ‘Cross-pipe,’ being held across the mouth 
horizontally. Worthless employment, if you are not bom to 
be of the regimental band ! thinks Friedrich Wilhelm. Fritz 
is celebrated, too, for his fine foot; a dapper little fellow, 
altogether pretty in the eyes of simple female courtiers, with 
his hlond locks combed-out at the temples, with his bright 
eyes, sharp wit and sparkling capricious ways. The cockatoo 
locks, these at least we will abate! decides the Paternal 
mind. 

And so, unexpectedly, Friedrich Wilhelm has commanded 
these bright locks, as contrary to military fashion, of which 
Fritz has now unworthily the honour of being a specimen, to 
be ruthlessly shorn away. Inexorable: the Hof-CUrurgm 
(Court - Surgeon, of the nature of Barber - Surgeon), with 
rassors and comb, is hem ; ruthle® Father standing by. 
drop him, my Jolly Barber ; close down to the accurate 
standard ; soaped club, instra^ of flowing locks ; we suffer 
no exceptions in this military department ; I stand here tiU 
it is done. Poor Fritz, they say, had tears in his eyes ; but 
what help in tears? The judicious Chirurgus, however, 
«rnvpd mercifiil. The judidous Qiirurgus struck in as if 
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nothing laatli, mindi, mxmk; aiul nmk a great show of 
dipping. Fri<‘{tridi Wilhdin took a luavspaper till the job 
wert! <lone ; t.ho jiuHcious Barber, still making a great show 
of work, coinhec! back rathcw thati cut off these Apollo locks ; 
cliil Fritz niHntrately ittio Hoa}H‘tl <tlub, to the cursory eye; 
but k'dt biiu capable of shakiugK)ut his cheveluro again on 
occasioiu—to iiie laHlJng graliludc of kritz*^ 

On five wlioli*, an we said, yotith needs good assiniilating 
|'K;>w«'r, i'f he is tt) grs>w in this world ! Noitenius and Pau- 
ztmdorf, for iuHlance, they were Intsy ^teaching Friedrich 
itdigiom'* Haiher a strange operation tins too, if we were to 
look into it* We will not look too closely* Another pair 
of excdhnit nu>st soliunn drill - sergeants, in clerical black 
serge ; they also are busy instilling dark <loctrines into the 
briglrt yotuig Boy, so far m possible ; but do not seem at 
any lime to liavo imide too deep an impression on him* 
May we not .sn,y that, in matter of religion too, Friedrich was 
but ill-bestcfid ? iMiligbitaied Fdict-of-Nantes Protestantism, 
a cross between Bayh* am! f’alvin; that was but indifferent 
babds-milk to t he I title criaiturc!* N(tr could Noltenms‘’s 
(lateclikirH and p<u^dfn>us drill-exercise in orthodox theology, 
much inspire a clear Mm\ with pieties, and tendencies to soar 
Ucav'cnward* 

Alas, it is a dtiairy litter indeed, mere wagonload on 
wjigontoad of sliot-rubbisb, that is heaped round this new 
hiiiimn |>Iaitt, l)y Noitenius and (lompanv, among others. A 
wonder only that tlmy did not exlitiguish all Sense of the 
Highest ill the poor young sou!, imd leave only a Sense of 
the Dreariest and Stupidest. liut a healthy human soul 
mn stand a great deal* The healthy soul shakes off, in 
an uu(‘x.p<H'i<‘dly victorious manner, immense masses of dry 
rubbisli that have been shot upon it by its assiduous 

* t^reuis, L s6# 
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pedagogues and professors. What would become of any of 
us otherwise I Duhan, opening the young soul, by such 
modest gifts as Duhan had, to recognise black from white 
a little, in this embroiled high Universe, is probably an 
exception in some small measure. But, Duhan excepted, it 
may be said to have been in spite of most of his teachers, 
and their diligent endeavours, that Friedrich did acquire some 
human piety; kept the sense of truth alive in his mind; 

in whatever words he phrased it, the divine eternal 
nature of Duty ; and managed, in the muddiest element and 
most eclipsed Age ever known, to steer by the heavenly load- 
stars and (so we must candidly term it) to Jbllow God’s Law, 
in some measure, with or without Noltenius for company. 

Noltenius’s Catechism^ or ghostly Drill-manual for Fritz, at 
least the Catechism he had plied Wilhelmina with, which no 
doubt was the same, is still extant.^ A very abstruse Piece , 
orthodox Lutheran - Calvinist, all proved from Scripture ; 
giving what account it can of this unfathomable Universe, to 
the young mind. To modern Prussians it by no means shines 
as the indubitablest Theory of the Univex'se. Indignant 
modem Prussians produce excerpts from it, of an abstruse 
nature; and endeavour to deduce therefrom some of Fried- 
rich’s aberrations in matters of religion, which became notorious 
enough by and by. Alas, I fear, it would not have been easy, 
even for the modern Prussian, to produce a perfect Catechism 
for the use of Friedrich ; this Universe still continues a little 
abstruse ! 

And there is another deeper thing to be remarked * the 
notion of ^ teaching ’ religion, in the way of drill-exercise ; 
which is a very strange notion, though a common one, and 
not peculiar to Noltenius and Friedrich Wilhelm. Piety to 
God, the nobleness that inspires a human soul to struggle 
Heavenward, cannot be ^taught’ by the most exquisite cate- 
chisms, or the most industrious preachings and drillings. 
No ; ajas, no. Only by far other methods, — chiefly by silent 
^ i. 15 ; — specimens of it in Rodenbeck. 
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contimial niknitly waiting for the favoxirable mood 

and monunil, and aided then by a kind of mimcle, well enough 
named * the grace of God,’ — can that sacred contagion pass 
from sold into soul. How much beyond whole Libraries of 
orthodox 'I'hcology is, sometimes, the mute action, the uncon- 
scious look of a father, of a mother, who had in them 
‘ Devontness, pious Nobleness’! In whom the young soul, 
not unobservant, though not consciously observing, came at 
length to recognise it ; to read it, in this irrefragable manner • 
a HCtHl planted thenceforth in the centre of his holiest affections 
forevermore ! 

Noltcnius wore black serge ; kept the corners of his mouth 
well tlown ; and had written a Catechism of rejmte ; hut I 
know not that Noltenius cairied much seed of liviug piety 
about with him ; much affection from, or for, young Eritz he 
could not well carry. On tlie whole, it i.s a bad outlook on 
f ile religious side ; and except in Apprenticeship to the rugged 
and as yet repulsive Honesties of Eriedrich Wilhelm, I see 
no good element in it. Baylc- Calvin, with Noltenius and 
Catechisms of repute- there is no ‘religion’ to be had for 
a little Fritz out of all that. Endless Doubt will be provided 
for him out of all that, probably disbelief of all that;— and, 
on the whole, if any form at all, a very scraggy form of 
moral existence; from which the Highest shall be hopelessly 
absent ; and in which anything High, anything not I.ow and 
Lying, will have double merit. 

It i.H indeed amazing what quantities and kinds of extinct 
ideas apply for belief, sometimes in a menacing manner, to 
the poor mind of man, and poor mind of child, in these days. 
They come bullying in upon him, in masses, as if they were 
quite living ideas ; ideas of a dreadfully indispensable nature, 
the evident counterpart, and salutary interpretation, of Facts 
round him, which, it is promised the poor young creature, he 
Ml recognise to covrc.s})on(l with them, one day. At which 
* coireBpondence,' when the Facts are once well recognised, he 
has at last to ask himself with amazement, ‘Did I ever 
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disobedience and intolerable perversity ; they will be the ruin 
of Prussia and of Fritz ! — ^Here, in fact, has a great sorrow 
risen. We perceive the first small cracks of incurable divisions 
in the royal household ; the breaking-out of fountains of 
bitterness, which by and by spread wide enough. A young 
sprightly, capricious and vivacious Boy, inclined to self-will, 
had it been permitted ; developing himself into foreign tastes, 
into French airs and ways ; very ill seen by the heavy-footed 
practical Germanic Majesty. 

The beginnings of this sad discrepancy are traceable from 
Friedrich’s sixth or seventh year : ^ Not so dirty. Boy I ’ And 
there could be no lack of growth in the mutual ill-humour, 
while the Boy himself continued growing ; enlarging in bulk 
and in activity of his own. Plenty of new children come, to 
divide our regard withal, and more are coming; five new 
Princesses, wise little Ulrique the youngest of them (named of 
Sweden and the happy Swedish Treaty), whom we love much 
for her grave staid ways. Nay, next after Ulrique comes even 
a new Prince; August Wilhelm, ten years younger than 
Friedrich; and is growing up much more according to the 
paternal heart. Pretty children, all of them, more or less; 
and towardly, and comfortable to a Father ; — and the worst 
of them a paragon of beauty, in comparison to perverse, 
clandestine, disobedient Fritz, with his French fopperies, 
flutings, and cockatoo fashions of hair ! — 

And so the silent divulsion, silent on Fritz’s part, exploding 
loud enough now and then on his Father’s part, goes steadily 
on, splitting ever wider ; new offences ever superadding them- 
selves. Till, at last, the rugged Father has grown to hate the 
son; and longs, with sorrowful indignation, that it were 
possible to make August Wilhelm Crown-Prince in his stead. 
This Fritz ought to fashion himself according to his Father’s 
pattern, a well-meant honest pattern ; and he does not ! 
Alas, your Majesty, it cannot be. It is the new generation 
come ; which cannot live quite as the old one did. A perennial 
controversy in human life ; coeval with the genealogies of men. 
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This little Boy should have been the excellent paternal 
Majesty’s exact counterpart ; resembling him at all points, 

‘ as a little sixpence does a big half-crown ’ : but we perceive 
he cannot. This is a new coin, with a stamp of its own. 
A surprising Friedrich d^or this; and may prove a good 
piece yet ; but will never be the half-crown your Majesty 
requires ! — 

Conceive a rugged thick-sided Squire Western, of supreme 
degree, — ^for this Squire Western is a hot Hohenzollern, and 
wears a crown royal ; — conceive such a burly ne-'plus-ultra of 
a Squire, with his broad-based rectitudes and surly irrefraga- 
bilities ; the honest German instincts of the man, convictions 
certain as the Fates, but capable of no utterance, or next to 
none, in words ; and that he produces a Son who takes unto 
Voltairism, piping, fiddling and belles-lettres, with apparently 
a total contempt for Grumkow and the giant-regiment 1 
Sulphurous rage, in gusts or in lasting tempests, rising 
from a fund of just implacability, is inevitable. Such as we 
shall see. 

The Mother, as mothers will, secretly favours Fritz ; anxious 
to screen him in the day of high- wind. Withal she has plans 
of her own in regard to Fritz, and the others ; being a lady of 
many plans. That of the ‘ Double-Marriage,’ for example ; of 
marrying her Prince and Princess to a Princess and Prince 
of the English-Hanoverian House ; it was a pleasant eligible 
plan, consented to by Papa and the other parties ; but when 
it came to be perfected by treaty, amid the rubs of external 
and internal politics, what new amazing discrepancies rose upon 
her poor children and her ! Fearfully aggravating the quarrel 
of Father and Son, almost to the fatal point. Of that 
^Double-Marriage,’ whirled up in a universe of intriguing 
diplomacies, in the ^ skirts of the Kaiser’s huge Spectre- 
Hunt,’ as we have called ii^ there will he sad things to say 
by and by. 
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Fhnw htT MajfHly has ; aiul .silently a will of her own. She 
loves all her chiUlnni, e«i)tseittlly Fritz, and would so love that 
they loved lu!r. -™.4’’or the reat, all along, Fritz and Wilhelmina 
Hfi! sure allies. \Vu pereeive they have fallen into a kind of 
eipluT sjH-eeli ; * they coinnumieate with one another by tele- 
gra{>hi«' .signs. One of their winds, ‘ Ungotin (Stumpy),’ whom 
dues the render think it tlesignates P Papa himself, the Royal 
Majesty of Prassin, I'’rittlrich Wilhelm i., he to his rebellious 
children is tyrant ‘Slinnpy,’ and no better; being indeed 
short of stature, and j.fro\\ ing ever thicker, and surlier in these 
provoeatioiw !— 


Such incurable diNcrep!itu'i(!.s have risen in the Hcrlin Palace : 
fouutaius of bitterness flowing ever wider, till they made 
life all bitter for Son and for Father ; necessitating the proud 
Son to hyjMK'risies towimls his terrible Father, which were very 
foreign to the proud youth, had there been any other resource. 
But there was none, now or afterwards. Even when the 
young man, driven to reflection and insight by intolerable 
iid).crii‘s, had begun to r<'cognis(> the worth of his surly 
Hhmlanmnthine Father, and the intrinsic wi.sdom of much 
Hint ho had meant with him, the Father hardly ever could, or 
c(juld only by fits, completely na-ognise the Sou’s wortli. 
Rugged siwpiciomi Paym requires always to be humoured, 
cajoleil, even when our feeling towards him is genuine and 
loyal. I‘’t !cdiich, to Uie last, we can jierceive, has to assume 
masqucHule in addressing him, in writing to him, — and, in 
spite of real love, must have felt it a relief when such a thing 
was owr. 

That is, oil along, a sad element of Friedrich’s education ! 
Out of which there might have come incalculable damage to 
the young man, had his naturally assimilative powers, to 
ejftract benefit from all tlrings, been less considarable. As it 
was, he gained self-help from it ; gained reticence, the power 
to keep Ms own counsel ; and did not let the hypocrisy take 
* Minidm dt 1, i68. 
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hold of him, or be other than a hateful compulsory masquerade. 
At an uncommonly early age, he stands before us accomplished 
in endurance, for one thing ; a very bright young Stoic of his 
sort ; silently prepared for the injustices of men and things. 
And as for the masquerade, let us hope it was essentially 
foreign even to the skin of the man ! The reader will judge as 
he goes on. ^ Je ibai jamais trompe personne durant ma w, I 
have never deceived anybody during my life; still less will 
I deceive posterity,’^ writes Friedrich when his head was now 
grown very gray. 


CHAPTER XIII 

RESULTS OF THE CROTVN- PRINCE’S SCHOOLING 

Neither as to intellectual culture, in Duhan’s special 
sphere, and with all Duhan’s goodwill, was the opportunity 
extremely golden. It cannot be said that Friedrich, who 
spells in the way we saw, ^ asteure ’ for ^ oL cette heure^ has 
made shining acquisitions on the literary side. However, in 
the longrun it becomes clear, his intellect, roving on devious 
courses, or plodding along the prescribed tram-roads, had 
been wide awake ; and busy all the while, bringing-in abun- 
dant pabulum of an irregular nature. 

He did learn ^Arithmetic,’ "^Geography,’ and the other 
useful knowledges that were indispensable to him* He knows 
History extensively ; though rather the Roman, French, and 
general European as the French have taught it him, than 
that of ‘ Hessen, Brunswick, England,’ or even the ‘ Electoral 
and Ri^al House of Brandenburg,’ which Papa had recom- 
mended. He read History, where he could find it readable, 
to the e»d of Ms life ^ early b^un r^feding it, — 

immensely eager to leai^ in his Kttle lead^ wha^^ strange 

^ Minudres depuis la Faix 1763-1774 (A vaiit-Propos), 

(Etwres^ vii. S. 
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iMHni, iiiul wcto^ in thin strange Planet he was 

coiisn into. 

\\h* iHitire with a lively taste for facts in the 

iiitlt' Ht>v ; whieh coiiUimed to be the taste of the Man, in 
an eiuiiM'nt (inj^rcc. Fictions he also knows ; an eager ex- 
tenHivt! render ot wlml is calicil Voetry, Litei'ature, and himself 
a js'vfonnin- in that provim-ii by and by : but it is observable 
how much of Uviilisin there always is in his Literature; how 
close, hci«j jw t‘lMcwh<‘rc, he always hangs on the pi’actical 
troth of things ; iiow Fiction itself is either an expository 
illuslrnlive ganncnl of Fact, or else is of no value to him. 
Itomiinlic nauiem of his literature are mudr disappointed in 
cousc(|Ufncc, and pron<mn<-c it bad Literature ; — and sure 
enougli, in several senses, it is not to be called good I Bad 
Literature, they say ; shallow, barren, most unsatisfactory to 
a rewler of romantic appclites. Which is a correct verdict, 
as to the romantic np[>e{.il.ca and it. But to the man himself, 
this qtnilily of mind is of immense moment and advantage; 
and forJHS truly tlm latsis of all he was good for in life. Once 
for all, he Ims no pleimure in dreams, in particoloured clouds 
a«<l nothin", lu'ssi'fi. All his curiosities gravitate towards what 
exists, wluit hfw being and reality round him. That is the 
.signiliemd. thing to him ; that he would right gladly know, 
being already related to that, as friend or as enemy; and 
feeling an uncoiwicious indissoluble kinship, who sbaU say of 
what imporlnncc, towards all that. For he too is a little 
Fact, big lUi ma be to himself ; and in the whole Universe 
tlicre oxisfai nothing as fact but is a fellow-creature of his. 

That our little Fritz tendi that way, ought to give Nol- 
tenius, Finkenstdln and otter interested parties, the very 
high»t satisfaction. It is an excellent symptom of his intel- 
lect this of gravitating irresistibly towards realities. Better 
symptom of its quality (whatever there be of it), 

huinmi intellte cannot show fee itself. However it m%y 
go with literature, and tattefactiwa fe readers of romantic 
appetite^ thk young «otd promises to teome a successful 
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Worker one day, and to do something under the Sun. For 
work is of an extremely unfictitious nature ; and no man can 
roof his house with clouds and moonshine, so as to turn the 
rain from him. 

It is also to be noted that his style of French, though he 
spelt it so ill, and never had the least mastery of punctua- 
tion, has real merit. Rapidity, easy vivacity, perfect clearness, 
here and there a certain quaint expressiveness : on the whole, 
he hstd learned the Art of Speech, from those old French 
Governesses, in those old and new French Books of his. We 
can also say of his Literature, of what he hastily wrote in 
mature life, that it has much more worth, even as Literature, 
than the common romantic appetite assigns to it. A vein 
of distinct sense, and good interior articulation, is never 
wanting in that thin-flowing utterance. The true is well 
riddled out from amid the false ; the important and essential 
are alone given us, the unimportant and superfluous honestly 
thrown away. A lean wiry veracity (an immense advantage 
in any Literature, good or bad !) is everywhere beneficently 
observable; the quality of the intellect always extremely 
good, whatever its quantity may be. 

It is true, his spelling, — ^ asteure ’ for ‘ d cette heurSy — is 
very bad. And as for punctuation, he never could under- 
stand the mystery of it ; he merely scatters a few commas 
and dashes, as if they were shaken out of a pepper-box upon 
his page, and so leaves it. These are deficiencies lying very 
bare to criticism; and I confess I never could completely 
understand them in such a man. He that would have 
ordered arrest for the smallest speck of mud on a man’s 
buff-belt, indignant that any pipe-clayed portion of a man 
should not be perfectly pipe-clayed : how could he tolerate 
false Spelling, and commas shaken as out of a pepper-box 
over his page ? It is probable he cared little about Litera- 
ture, after all ; cared, at least, only about the essentials of it ; 
had practically no ambition for himself, or none considerable, 
in that kind ; — and so might reckon exact obedience and 
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punctuality, in a soldier, more important than good spelling 
to an amateur literary man. He never minded snuff upon 
his own chin, not even upon his waistcoat and breeches : A 
merely superficial thing, not worth bothering about, in the 
press of real business ! — 

That Friedrich’s Course of Education did on the whole 
prosper, in spite of every drawback, is known to all men. 
He came out of it a man of clear and ever-improving intel- 
ligence ; equipped with knowledge, true in essentials, if not 
punctiliously exact, upon all manner of practical and specu- 
lative things, to a degree not only unexampled among modem 
Sovereign Princes so-called, but such as to distinguish him 
even among the studious class. Nay many ^ Men-of-Letters ’ 
have made a reputation for themselves with but a fraction 
of the real knowledge concerning men and things, past and 
present, which Friedrich was possessed of. Alr^y at the 
time when action came to be demanded of him, he was what 
we must call a well-informed and cultivated man; which 
character he never ceased to merit more and more ; and as 
for the action, and the actions, — ^we shall see whether he was 
fit for these or not. 

One point of supreme importance in his Education was all 
along made sure of, by the mere presence and presidence of 
Friedrich Wilhelm in the business : That there was an in- 
flexible law of discipline everywhere active in it ; that there 
was a Spartan rigour, fnigality, veracity inculcated upon him. 
‘ Economy he is to study to the bottom ’ ; and not only so, 
but, in another sense of the word, he is to practise economy ; 
and does, or else suflers for not doing it. Economic of his 
time, first of all ; generally every other noble economy will 
follow out of that, if a man once understand and practise 
that. Here was a truly valuable foundation laid ; and as for 
the rest. Nature, in spite of shot-rubbish, had to do what she 
could in the rest. 

But Nature had been very kind to this new child of hers. 
And among the confused hurtful elements of his Schooling, 

VOL. I. 2 m 
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there was always, as we say, this eminently salutary and most 
potent one, of its being, in the gross, cm Apprenticeship to 
Friedrich Wilhelm the Rhadamanthine Spartan King, who 
hates from his heart all empty Nonsense, and XJnveracity 
most of all. Which one element, well aided by docility, by 
openness and loyalty of mind, on the Pupil’s part, proved at 
length sufficient to conquer the others ; as it were to burn-up 
all the others, and reduce their sour dark smoke, abounding 
everywhere, into flame and illumination mostly. This radiant 
swift-paced Son owed much to the surly, irascible, sure-footed 
Father that bred him. Friedrich did at length see into 
Friedrich Wilhelm, across the abstruse, thunderous, sulphurous 
embodiments and accompaniments of the man ; — and proved 
himself, in all manner of important respects, the filial sequel 
of Friedrich Wilhelm. These remarks of a certain Editor 
are perhaps worth adding : 

^ Friedrich Wilhelm, King of Prussia, did not set-up for a Pestalozzi ; 
and the plan of Education for his Son is open to manifold objections. 
Nevertheless, as Schoolmasters go, 1 much prefer him to most others we 
have at present. The wild man had discerned, with his rugged natural 
intelligence (not wasted away in the idle element of speaking and of 
being spoken to, but kept wholesomely eilent for most part). That human 
education is not, and cannot be, a thing of vocables. That it is a thing 
of earnest facts ; of capabilities developed, of habits established, of dis- 
positions well dealt with, of tendencies confirmed and tendencies re- 
pressed: — a laborious separating of the character into t'wo firmaments ; 
shutting down the subterranean, well down and deep ; an earth and 
waters, and what lies under them ; then your everlasting azure sky, 
and immeasurable depths of asther, hanging serene overhead. To make 
of the human soul a Cosmos, so far as possible, that was Friedrich 
Wilhelm’s dumb notion : not to leave the human soul a mere Chaos 
how much less a Singing or eloquently Spouting Chaos, which is ten 
times worse than a Chaos left mute, confessedly chaotic and not cosmic 1 
To develop the man into doing something ; and withal into doing it as 
the Universe and the Eternal Laws require, — ^which is hut another 
name for really doing and not merely seeming to do it : — ^that was 
B^iedrich Wilhelm’s dumb notion : and it was, I can assure you, very 
W firom being a one, though there was no Latin in it, and much 

of Prussian pipeclay !' 
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lint tine Congress of Canibnu is met, and much else is met 
aii<I parted : and th«! KaiseCs Spectre-Hunt, especially his 
Duel with tht* She-I)ragon of Spain, is in full course ; and it 
is time we were saying sonu'tliing of the Double-Marriage in 

a directly narrative way. 
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